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Being Kingdom builders – what an exciting challenge! This year the Hudsonville Christian 
School school theme is “Kingdom Builders’ based on I Corinthians 3:10-11. Throughout 
the school year elementary and middle school chapels focus on the theme, opening our 
hearts and minds to the messages God is bringing and translating them into action as the 
hands and feet of Christ. 

‘How is the school theme selected?’ This is a question that is often asked and it is a good 
question.  Our selecting a theme for the school is done intentionally and purposefully.   As you 
would expect, much prayer and thought is given to the selection process.  In the spring of the 
year, the 7th grade class who will be the 8th graders of the coming school year are challenged 
to select a verse and a theme that they will try to live out during their last year at HCS, but 
also one that will challenge all of HCS as well. 

During the last nine weeks of the school year, the 7th grade teaching team meets with all  7th 
grade students interested in selecting the school theme and verse for the coming school year. 
They talk about the example they believe God wants them to set as 8th graders during the 
coming school year; the legacy they want to leave after they graduate.   After much discussion 
and prayer, students submit their suggestions. Then all the 7th grade students vote to select 
the theme and verse from the top 3 entries. Once the theme and verse are selected, 
interested students are given the opportunity to submit logos that represent the theme and 
verse.   Again, all the students vote to select a logo from the top 3 entries.

Nicole DeRoo, the student whose logo was selected to communicate the school theme and 
verse, was asked to give some insights regarding the design of her logo.  When I was thinking 

about what to draw for the logo I thought that being a kingdom 
builder is not only about going to tell others about God and helping 
others. It is also about reading God’s Word and learning more 
about Him so that we can live more like Christ. That is why I chose 
to draw the buildings coming out of the book - which is the Bible - 
and how God is the one true Kingdom builder.  The buildings 
represent us as Christians digging into His Word and learning how 
to be a Kingdom builder. The HCS Parents’ Club provides all 
students and staff with a school theme t-shirt.  Students and 
staff wear these on all field trips and other special days. 

I Corinthians 3:10 and 11

"By the grace God has 
g i v e n m e , I l a i d a 
foundation as an expert 
builder.   But each one 
should be careful how he 
builds.  For no one can lay 
any foundation other than 
the one already laid, which 
is Jesus Christ." 
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Welcome new HCS staff  
Hudsonville Christian welcomes several new staff members.  The early childhood program is excited to 
welcome three new aides, Michele Boverhof, Betsey Hart and Grace Veldheer.   Please welcome them as 
well as the following new teaching staff.

Mrs. Stephanie VanDrunen - Preschool
I am very excited to be at HCS and become part of the Hudsonville Christian community.  I feel blessed 
to be a teacher at HCS and also to be a parent in this school.  I  look forward to getting to know more of 
the families and the staff by getting involved in the various activities and events.  I am excited to work 
with both the 3 School teachers and the 4 School teachers in the Preschool program and curriculum.  

Mrs. Lindsey Seaver - Kindergarten 
It is such a  blessing for me  to be a part of the Hudsonville Christian School 
community. The staff and families are  incredibly welcoming and caring  - what a 
great school family to join!   I appreciate so many aspects of teaching at HCS, the 
greatest of which is the opportunity  to share God's love with my students on a 
daily basis.

KINGDOM BUILDERS - continued

How do you use the school theme throughout the school year?’ This is another good question frequently asked.  While 
staff weaves the theme into devotions and lessons in the classroom, we also are intentional in our focus on it during chapels. In 

the first chapels at both the middle school and elementary we introduced the theme and focused on the things needed to be a 

builder and how that translates to being a Kingdom builder.  There were three key components needed:  a foundation; a 
purpose/plan/directions; tools.

Foundation:  In order to build something that will last; a builder needs to select a solid foundation.   As Christians we have a 
‘Rock-solid’ foundation in Jesus Christ.  He showed us what a Kingdom builder is through His example.  He taught others to be 
Kingdom builders and expects us to be Kingdom builders.

Purpose/Plan/Directions:  God provides this as well through His Word.  We have been commissioned to lead others to Christ 
and to love others as Christ loves us.  He also tells us to build His Kingdom near and far.  Our efforts can begin small and quietly 
like planting a mustard seed and in time seeing it push outward until it enables great changes in the world.

Tools:  God provides those as well.  We have the example set by Jesus.  Each one of us has also been blessed with gifts, abilities, 
and talents that influence people every day.  Using these for Him will help us build His Kingdom.

We end our chapels realizing that a Kingdom builder is some who is more concerned with seeing God’s interests being 
accomplished than they are concerned about seeing their own interests accomplished.  It is someone who places God’s causes as 

first priority in their life serving others before themselves.  We left our chapel each individually challenged with questions:  Am I 

choosing to build my foundation on the Rock or on the sand?  Am I going to choose to be a Kingdom builder? 
How am I going to be a Kingdom builder?  What gifts and talents do I have and how am I going to use my 

influence to build God’s Kingdom?  What ‘mustard seed’ am I going to plant and get the momentum started to 

enable changes in the world? 

We are so blessed that HCS has its foundation built on the ROCK and that is provides students and staff so many opportunities 

to nurture our faith.  Throughout this school year we will continue to focus on these three areas of  Kingdom building.  We covet 
your support and prayers throughout this school year as we work to live up to the challenges while building His Kingdom 

together.  Mrs. Mary Broene - Middle School Principal.
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Mrs. Samantha Ekdom - 2nd Grade
My name is Samantha (Sam) Ekdom and I am thrilled to be teaching 2nd grade at 
Hudsonville Christian!   I am so grateful to God for the opportunity to work with His 2nd 
grade children this year!  I have already witnessed beautiful displays of God’s love here at 
Hudsonville Christian through students and staff  and look forward to what the rest of the 
year has in store!

Mr. Justin Knot - 6th Grade
After attending Hudsonville Christian as a student to have the opportunity to return and now 
work in this supportive and loving community is awesome.  I am looking forward to spending 
each day getting to know the students and building meaningful relationships with each one of 
them.  Having the ability to support the students in their development of their personal 
relationship with our Lord and Savior each and every day is also a great opportunity that I am 
blessed to have.

Miss Alicia Bos - 4th Grade
God has made it very clear to me that HCS is where I am supposed to be.  I am incredibly 
thankful for the staff, parents, and students that have provided me with a loving, Christ-
centered, and intentional community.  I love that I  have a job in which my relationships with 
students go beyond surface level because we have the same heavenly Father.  I  can't imagine 
a better place to learn and grow.  

Mr. Mike Broersma - 7th Grade
I am very excited to be teaching 7th grade Bible and science at 
Hudsonville Christian Middle School. It is such a blessing to be able to 
encourage students in their growth as young scientists and support them 
as they develop their relationships with Christ.  Already I have felt how 
welcoming and supportive the Hudsonville Christian community is, and I 
look forward to getting to know more of the families and staff in the 
coming months.

Mrs. Janine Dekker - Middle School SOAR
What a fun journey it has been leading me here to Hudsonville Christian 
School. I left my full time secondary teaching career after my husband and I 
were blessed with triplets last September.  I feel honored to be joining the 
SOAR team as a part-time facilitator at the middle school.  It has been a great 
transition working at HCS and I am really enjoying getting to know the students 
and staff.   What a great place to be !

If you would like to read more about the staff at Hudsonville Christian, please visit our website at 
www.hudsonvillechristian.org and look for staff biographies under the staff listing.

http://www.hudsonvillechristian.org
http://www.hudsonvillechristian.org
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Summer Learning Activities
I Challenge Uth!

This summer the Ottawa Area Intermediate School 
District hosted a program called Future Prep: 
IchallengeUth. The program introduces kids to the 
steps of the creative sequence and challenges 7th - 
8th grade students to work through the process of 
developing solutions to real-world issues that local 
companies/organizations are currently facing.  
Students “go to work” at local companies and 
organizations such as Herman Miller, Haworth, and 
Zeeland/Holland BPW.  While there, they work with 
other students and two teachers from the area that 
have been trained in the creative sequence and 
project based learning instruction.  The solutions that 
students develop are then presented back to 
leadership at the company and a panel of judges at the end of the program and a winning team is named based on their ideas, process 
and presentation.  In addition, each team recognizes a MVI (most valuable innovator) for their creativity, work ethic and leadership. 
Hudsonville Christian had three 8th grade students,  Andrew DeBruin, Nolan Snoeyink, and Zach VanDyke, participate in the program 
as well as Middle School Technology director,  Mr. Dave Doll.  Each student that participated from Hudsonville Christian won the MVI 
for their team and Mr. Doll’s team won the overall competition.  

Andrew DeBruin’s team was given the driving question, “What can we do to draw more people in to the new Holland recreation 
facility?”  When asked what he learned and liked from the experience, he responded,  “I loved how the kids were challenged to be the 
people in charge; we were the ones doing the work, interviewing, writing, researching.  We were treated like adults and as if it was 
our job to get our answer.  I learned what it is like to be in a job, with people counting on you, and you need to actually put forth the 
effort, go out and make a difference!  Our opinion was considered, not just thrown in the trash pile, and I learned how good it felt for 
someone to want to hear from us, and I think it is such a good lesson for how we need to treat each other.” 

Mr. Doll really enjoyed watching students take control of their own learning.  “We would give them activities to help guide their 
thinking, but all of the ideas came from the students.  Knowing they were going to present their ideas to employees of  Herman 
Miller, kids took a lot more ownership in what they produced.  It was also good for me to see a collaborative work environment like 
Herman Miller.   It emphasized that preparing students for the future is more than just academics, it is equipping them with 21st 
century skills, such as, collaboration, communication, flexibility, and personal accountability.”

The IchallengeUth program was a great opportunity for Hudsonville Christian students to have their minds and lives challenged for 
Christ.  According to Mr. Doll, “It was a great way for these kids to see their academics, personalities, and faith intersect to impact 
those around them in an environment much like what they could be working in in the future and I couldn’t be more proud of the 
three guys that participated.”

In addition to IchallengeUth, Future Prep currently has programs for elementary and high school students in Ottawa County.  To learn 
more about who Future Prep is and what they do, go to www.oaisdfutureprep.weebly.com.

Camp Crazee Fun
Everyone just wants to have fun in the summer, Mr. Los included.  And so a new 
camp was formed by Mr. Los this past June at Hudsonville Christian.  Camp 
Crazee Fun was for any student, including their friends from other schools, who 
were entering 3rd - 6th grade.  Each grade level played games like GAGA Ball, 
Mat-ball, Capture the Flag and Treasure Hunts for an hour and a half each day 
for a week.  Over 130 students had some crazee fun!  Mr. Los plans to offer this 
camp again June 22-26, 2015!  And new for 2015 with be Camp Crazee Fun for 
students entering 7th and 8th grades.  If you would like more information on 
this camp, please contact Mr. Los, Elementary P.E. teacher at dlos@4hcs.org.

mailto:dlos@4hcs.org
mailto:dlos@4hcs.org
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Summer Reading with Willy 
Wonka

After finding secret clues found throughout the school 
during the last week of school, Mr. Helder's class heard from 
Mrs. Kellar that a strange man in a purple suit had dropped 
off a package for them. Inside the package students found 
information about the Willy Wonka Summer Reading 
Challenge. Each child was given the challenge to read 20 
minutes every day during the summer. For each 20 minutes 
they read, they would mark an X on a portion of a Wonka 
chocolate bar.  When their Wonka bar was full, they sent it in 

the mail to Mr. Helder, Head Oompa Loompa.  Upon 
completion of the third "Wonka bar", students received 
a Golden Ticket in the mail.  This ticket was an invitation 
to attend a Wonka Themed Party in late August. 
Eighteen students participated in the challenge, fourteen 
earned their golden ticket and twelve were able to 
attend the party at school.  The day began with a special 
chocolate chip pancake breakfast followed by a tour of 
all of the secret spaces of the HCS elementary campus. 
Students and parents ended their day with relay races, a 
gum chewing competition, a water balloon toss and pop 
floats. 

Michelson Exxon Mobile Teachers Academy

Wow!   What an honor it was to travel to Jersey City and take part in the Mickelson Exxon 
Mobile Teachers Academy.   The academy was put in place by Phil and Amy Mickelson to build 
expertise in facilitating student learning through problem solving and inquiry in the content 
areas of math and science.  Because of these passions, they joined with Exxon Mobil to form the 
academy.   When I arrived, I had the pleasure of connecting with and meeting many 3rd through 
5th grade teachers from around the nation who also had a passion for teaching math and 
science.

The academy was a 5 day, all expense paid, intensive professional development program in Jersey 
City with sessions to inform, model and inspire the attendees.  Each day was a new adventure in 
that we tried out math and science labs and worked together to take what we learned and how 
we could bring it back to our own classrooms at home.    All were inquiry based, and were 
instructed by some of the best science and math teachers in the country.   The instructors 
modeled “best practices” in teaching and learning for us to use in their classroom.  

I had never been so excited to get started with school!   I had learned so many new techniques 
and strategies to get my students excited about science!  And because of my experiences at the 
academy, I also gained a huge network of colleagues to learn from and gain resources from.  As 
far as professional development goes, I don’t think I could have asked for a better experience.  
Thanks Phil! - Mrs. Christina Kortering - 5th grade teacher
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Summer Learning Activities - continued

Camp Invention

Picture tables covered with take apart items like broken CD players, computer 
keyboards, and a hair dryer lining the hallways at HCS.  Walk into the orchestra 
room and notice 8 tables FULL of other items like yarn, paper, boxes of all sizes, 
beads, empty toilet paper rolls and empty egg cartons.  Hear and see 74 students, 6 
HCS staff, 4 high school students and many others using these materials to solve 
problems with new inventions.  When would you see this and much more? During 
Camp Invention at Hudsonville Christian School!

Each year Camp Invention rolls out a new camp with a theme containing STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) projects and activities.  Morphed was 
the name of the 2014 Camp Invention experience.  In the Super Go module, 
students designed a small, motor-powered vehicle that zooms! Participants received 
personalized challenges from National Inventors Hall of Fame Inductees that ignited 
a spirit of creativity, innovation and entrepreneurship during the Design Studio.  
Throughout the Amplified module, children invented bionic gadgets while journeying 
to acquire superhuman senses.  Finally, Camp Invention’s flagship module, I Can 
Invent: Pinbug, allowed participants to use tools to up-cycle electronics and build an 
epic, insect-themed pinball machine!

The fourth Hudsonville Christian School Camp Invention will run from June 15-19 next summer.  Watch for information in the Home 
Communicator about how to sign up for the 2015 Camp Invention experience.

Hudsonville Christian continues to be blessed.  The summer was busy with many new families coming to visit HCS.  We are excited 
to welcome over 30 new students from 15 families to the Hudsonville Christian School community.   We are confident they will feel 
welcome and that our community will enfold them into their fellowship.  Be sure to introduce yourself to a new face the next time 
you are at school or at a school event.  

The Hospitality Committee organizes “New Family Dinners” for new families and their mentor family.  Our Hospitality Committee 
was enthusiastic when they had to plan for two separate “New Family Dinners” this fall 
due to the increase in numbers of new families.  

Our early childhood program continues to grow.  We have added an additional teacher 
and most classes are full.  There are over 135 students in our 3 School and 4 School 
programs.

With the additions in our Preschool 
programs and some additional grade level 
classrooms, the elementary building is 
using all available space.  Two workrooms 
were combined into one to free up some 
space for our paraprofess ionals .   
Hudsonville Christian is blessed to be in 
such a situation and we covet your 
prayers for guidance as we plan for the 
future.

What’s new at HCS?
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Thank you for your support!

Each year Hudsonvi l le Christ ian 
organizes and participates in several 
community-wide fundraisers benefiting 
the school and reducing tuition costs.   
We are so very grateful for all the 
volunteers who give so much to ensure 
the success of these events, and for all 
the supporters who give of their time 
and money to support Hudsonville 
Christian through these events.  

The Hudsonville Christian School 
Education Foundation held their annual 
Golf Outing in early August at Railside 
Golf Course in Byron Center.  The lunch 
and afternoon flights were set to a beautiful summer afternoon and enjoyed by a fun group 
of  golfers.  Congratulations to the winning four-some, Nic Quist, Mitch Hopkins, Parker 
Glashower and Nick Blauw, who once again shot an outstanding score.  

The Hudsonville Fair weathered an interesting week but we 
are thankful for all the support at the Hudsonville Christian 
Food Booth and Concession stand that raised over $25,000 
in proceeds.  

Our annual Sporting Clay Shoot event held in early September is a great 
event for the outdoorsman and always offers some great prizes.  Thanks 
to all the sportsmen who came out to support Hudsonville Christian at 
Blendon Pines earning over $13,000!  

The Septemberfest Craft Sale held in September at the Hudsonville fairgrounds once again enjoyed an over-abundance of crafters 
showcasing their gifts and talents.  If you have never gone to this sale, please come next year – the third Saturday in September.  We 
are very thankful for the volunteer organizers who plan these events for Hudsonville Christian each year and for all the volunteer 
hours that are given to help Hudsonville Christian provide the best Christian education for this generation and the next.
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Hudsonville Christian Elementary had their second disability awareness day on Friday, October 3 
called Celebrate All God’s Children.  It was a day devoted to giving each precious child of God a 
glimpse of what it is like to have a disability.  It also reminded us that we all are a part of the body of 
Christ.  God has made each of us unique and we all fit together in the body of Christ for a specific 
purpose.

Our day began with chapel, a special time of praise and worship to God, and a message from Mrs. 
Grimm’s father, Ralph Honderd.  Mr. Honderd spoke to the students about his daughter, Karen, Mrs. 
Grimm’s sister.  He told the students how God uses Karen who is disabled and nonverbal to bring 
others to Christ. He challenged us to look at how God is using us.

Throughout the day, students were given many challenging activities to simulate different disabilities. 
Some of the activities were painting with a paintbrush in our mouths to simulate a physical 
disability, opening candy and zipping a coat with socks on our hands which gave the feeling of a fine 
motor disability, reading lips to simulate a hearing impairment, and taking a test that they can’t 
understand to get the experience of what a cognitive impairment is like.

An afternoon program gave the students a 
picture of the challenges that are faced by 
being confined to a wheelchair.  Mrs. 
Wielard’s parents, Julie and Jeff Yonker, came 
and told us their story.   Jeff Yonker had a 

biking accident fifteen years ago which left him a paraplegic.  His message was 
to wake up each day with JOY for the person that you are in Christ.

At the end of  the day, students were given a time to reflect on the day by 
answering the question, “I am thankful to God for….” A fifth grader 
commented that “I learned that people with disabilities can do many things I 
can’t do and can do things that I can do but do them better!”

Our prayer is that each child came away with an understanding of the 
challenges that are faced each day for those with disabilities and how to be 
Christ to them.

Celebrating All God’s Children

http://www.hudsonvillechristian.org
http://www.hudsonvillechristian.org

