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HCS had an opportunity to tell our story at our recent Early Childhood Exploration Night. 
For those who may not know, the Early Childhood Education Night is a time for everyone 
who is interested in Early Elementary Education to find out more about our 3 School  
through Kindergarten programs at Hudsonville Christian – but honestly, it is much more. It is 
an opportunity to share why we believe HCS is a special place and to let parents and children 
see the heart of Christian education at our school.  Our parents and staff did an amazing job 
at “telling our story” to those who attended.  Parents who attended had an opportunity to 
not only hear about HCS but see what partnering with parents is like and to experience 
something we talk about so much – community.

Probably the greatest story is told in our classrooms.  From our worship times on Friday to 
the prayer time each morning, many stories are shared.  We often talk about educating the 
whole child, meaning not only the academics but the social, emotional, physical and spiritual 
components as well.  It is often asked how HCS is different and it is the spiritual component 
that makes a huge difference in a Christian education.  Nurturing our children’s faith is a part 
of everything HCS does.  It is integrated in all things.

This issue of The Spotlight highlights these two areas of education, each telling a story.  As you 
read this issue of The Spotlight, our hope is that you will be encouraged.  Encouraged at God’s 
faithfulness in the development of faith in even our youngest students to the celebration of 
gifts and talents being used for God’s glory though our “specials”.

Not only do our students do an amazing job of “telling the story” but our parents do also.  
We encourage you to “tell our story” with those whom God puts in your lives.  To share how 
HCS has had an impact on your life and the lives of your children and grandchildren.  Our 
prayer is that we keep our partnerships strong as we move forward with our story and our 
promise of making a Christian education possible for all of those families who sincerely desire 
one. 

Telling our Story
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“Specials”
Those of us who teach music, physical education, Spanish, technology, library, and art in 
the elementary building are called “specialists”.  The subjects we teach are called 
“specials”.   What do you suppose that is all about?

Well, we ARE specialists, specialists in the subjects we teach.  Most of us graduated from college with two majors--one in 
elementary education and one in the specific subject we teach.  Most likely, those majors were determined by interests 
or abilities in our particular subject areas that developed long before college;  perhaps even in elementary school.  We 
continue to not only teach a particular subject, but also develop ourselves professionally and personally in those areas 
through classes, workshops, and the ways we occupy our time outside of the school day.

When asking the experts, namely students, why specials are called specials, many unique and creative answers were given 
(some classroom teachers may not be happy to read this reasoning.  Please remember the source!)

“. . .because we get to get out of our classroom and go do something 
fun. . .”
“. . .on my (art, music, PE, library, Spanish--take your pick) day, it’s easy 
to get out of bed in the morning--I’m eager to get to school!”
“. . .I LOVE (art, music, PE, library, or Spanish)--it’s my favorite thing to 
do and I wish I could do it all day!”
“. . .well, it’s just different than math or reading.  And it’s fun to do 
something different.”

You may be wondering why Hudsonville Christian teaches these special classes.  
One of the aspects of the mission of HCS is to nurture the “whole being” of a 
child.  God gives each child a one-of-a-kind blend of abilities and interests;  the 
special classes speak to and nurture those particular abilities.  I find that there are many very successful art students who 
struggle in other areas of learning;  it is gratifying to see those students shine in the art room.  As we seek to grow 
children as productive members of Christ’s kingdom on earth, the ability to speak in a different language or sing in a 
choir has the potential to enrich many lives.  

Using and learning specials is one of the many ways we teach children to bring glory to God;  developing a healthy and 
active body, reading a book about God’s creation and the people in it, or observing God’s marvelous creation are all ways 

to honor our Creator.  God uses many, different, various, and special ways to nurture and 
develop faith in our students and their families. - Mary Rusticus, Elementary Art Teacher

The Middle School “Specials” are referred to  Core 2  Classes.  “Core” because they are just 
as important and an integral part of a liberal arts curriculum as the Core 5, Bible, math, 

science, social studies and language arts, classes.  
The “2” indicates that they do not meet five days a 
week.  The Core 2  classes offered at the middle 
school are art, music options such as band, choir, 
orchestra and general music, physical education, 
Spanish, decisions, literature and health.  The middle 
school curriculum builds on what is learned at the 
elementary level in these classes.
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Choir Concert

The Sounds of Motown Choir Show featuring our middle school choirs will be held on Thursday, March 26 
at 7:00 PM at Fair Haven Ministries.  This fun concert will feature both singing and dancing and also highlights 
both large choirs and small groups.  With students dressed in 60‘s costumes and featuring songs such as 
Dancing in the Street,  Ain’t No Mountain High Enough, Sugar Pie, Honey Bunch and Stop! In the Name of Love, 
this show promises to be an exciting night to bring the Motown era alive! Plan to join us and celebrate 
God’s gift of music and voice!

Orchestra Fiddle Fest Event

Join our 5th - 8th grade orchestras for their annual Fiddle Fest Concert on Tuesday, March 31 at 
7:00 PM at Fair Haven Ministries.  Special guests, The Moxie Strings, an electrifying combination of 
fiddler Diana Lasio and cellist  Alison Lynn with percussionist Fritz McGirr, will perform.  The 
Moxie Strings offer listeners the unique opportunity to experience some of the world’s best 
known instruments and oldest genres through a young, progressive lens.with their feel-good 
melodies and foot-stomping, rock-influenced rhythms

8th Grade Play

This year’s 8th grade play is Dorothy in Wonderland by Brian D. Taylor.  The worlds of Oz and Wonderland 
collide in this fantastically fun romp, cleverly and carefully adapted form the works of L. Frank Baum and 
Lewis Carroll.  We are excited to see the cast develop their different characters and their skills as actors.  
We are also excited to see so many 8th graders get involved with sets, make up, lights and sound.  We 
enjoy watching these kids use their talents for God’s glory!  You will not want to miss this show!  
Performances dates are Thursday, March 12 and Friday, March 13 at 7:00 PM and Saturday, March 15 at 
2:00 PM in Hudsonville Christian Middle School’s South Gym.  Tickets are available at the middle school. - 
Lexi Roode and MaryJo Staal, Play Directors

Fine Arts Night

On April 23, our students will celebrate Fine Arts Day.  This is a day when students in every grade get to experience God’s blessings of 
art, music, dance, and drama.  At the elementary, students will see a performance of the Firebird ballet by the Soli Deo Gloria Ballet 
Company. In the evening, the 1st and 2nd grades will perform a short musical, Tikki Tikki Tembo.   Individual performances from students 
in grades three through eight in various artistic expressions such as, instrumental, vocal, dance and oral presentation will be given that 
evening.  It will be a great day of sharing God’s many gifts that He’s given our students!

Art Awards!

Each year our middle school has the opportunity to enter a select number of outstanding artworks produced 
by our 8th grade students into two prestigious art competitions: The  Scholastic Art and Writing Awards, a 
national competition, held regionally at Kendall College of Arts and Design and a state competition sponsored 
by the Michigan Art Educators Association (MAEA) held regionally at the Grand Rapids Art Museum.  Josh 

Brinks and Ellie Schrier received national awards in the Scholastic competition.  
Naomi Bos, Megan DeGraaf, Laine Carbone, Nathan Vandermeer and Claire Darby 
received state awards.  Four pieces of artwork were accepted into the Michigan Art 
Educators Association Region 9 show and were on display at the Grand Rapids Art 
Museum in February.  Laine and Nathan’s entires were given special recognition as 
part of the top 100 pieces produced by middle school students throughout the 
state and these two spray paint self-portraits will be on exhibit at the GRAM again 
in April. 

Fine Arts Events!
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Early Childhood 

Exploration Night
Hudsonville Christian held its Early Childhood Exploration Night, formerly known as 
Kindergarten Round-up and PKP Night, on January 22.  This exciting event for parents and 
young children features the Early Childhood Programs at HCS.  The night was full of energy 
as the Early Childhood Staff welcomed each family and child.  

The evening began with devotions led by kindergarten teacher, Shaun 
Havert.  Shaun’s devotion was based on a recent experience in her 
classroom:  “One of the greatest joys of teaching young children is 
witnessing Jesus at work in their hearts.  During one of our recent 
devotions, my students began to share what they wanted to be when 
they grow up.  Our discussion turned into a time of unplanned writing.  
I was able to capture some of their responses.  The responses of my 
children were an amazing glimpse at the love in their hearts for their 
Heavenly Father and how they desire to grow up to be just like Him! “

One of the most touching parts of the night is hearing a parent’s story 
of why they chose HCS for their child’s education.  This year, Jenni Pell, a 
special education teacher at Park Elementary, gave God’s story sharing 
His plan for their family which was to send their children to HCS.  Here 
is part of Jenni’s story:

As we prayed and talked to each other something became very clear to us.  What we share with others is that 
our relationship to God is the most important thing in our lives and it affects our decisions and our desires for 
our kids.  So God made it clear to us that we chose Hudsonville Christian School because we pray that it gives 
our kids so many opportunities to see God.  

As our kids continue to grow we see the love of God shape them.  We see how they pray at night and we sit in 
our daughter’s preschool class and listen to her teacher pray as if God was truly sitting across from her in the 
room and listen to the other children pour out their heart for others.  

We see our kids’ desire to share with us about the Bible stories they learn.  

We see the reflection of service for others when their class sponsors a child and they want so badly to bring 
their own money to help this child.  We stand amazed that for Christmas our child’s teacher wants us to bring in 
something not for her but for a community in need.  Which transitions over to our child wanting to talk about 
forgoing getting presents for Christmas this year and giving them away instead.  

We see the community that is fostered when we go to chapel.

We see how teachers pray with us before conferences and love hearing about their spiritual development and 
the importance of it.

“I want to be like God because he gave 
His life for me.”
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At the end of the Exploration Night, parents and children were invited to meet the teachers 
and see the classrooms.  Below is a sampling of comments from our Preschool teachers 
about the Early Childhood programs at HCS.

The HCS Early Childhood program is such a special place!  I have the privilege of teaching 3 
School and I do truly see it as a gift.  These young hearts are so eager to learn and fall in love 
with Jesus.   They can't wait to get in the room in the morning and get started with our 
morning activities.  I also love hearing their hearts grow in love and faith in their Lord.   We 
are learning about Jesus' miracles in 3 School right now and we end by singing “Our God is 
So Big”.   One little girl the other day said, "Wow...Jesus can do ANYTHING!"  It makes my 
heart smile knowing these kids are learning how amazing our God is from the earliest of 

ages! - Julie Moes, 3 School Teacher 

We get to spend time each day talking about things we can be thankful for as well as things 
that need our prayers.  It has been a joy to see the kids grow in their interest in prayer and 
their willingness to share with others. The kids are always the first ones to ask me to 
remember to pray for whomever is missing that day.   Last week we spent time praying for 

many prayer requests and I was able to follow up with the kids this week to see how they 
were doing.   It was so fun to see their excitement as many of them called out, 'My brother is feeing better!', 'My baby 
sister isn't sick anymore', 'My eye is all better!'.  It is an amazing to see them as they realize that God is their Healer and 
He was the one who made those things go away! - Gina VanWoerkom, 4 School Teacher 

The 3 School program at HCS is a wonderful stepping-stone for a child’s first 
educational experience.   We know every student who enters that door is 
coming from a different background.   Some children run into the classroom 
without saying “goodbye” to their parent.   Other children need more 
nurturing and encouragement to come in and explore our room.   The 3 
School staff is committed to providing a safe and loving environment where 
we can build community and show God’s love to others.   It is a special place 
where each student learns he or she is God’s own child.   The 3 School staff 
sees it as a blessing to be walking alongside these little ones in their faith walk 
with Jesus Christ. - Crystal Van Dyken, 3 School Teacher

Please visit our website page 
(www.hudsonvillechristian.org/
earlychildhoodenrollment) for more information on the early 
childhood programs, enrollment forms and to view the video shown 
at Exploration Night.

We even find times that we learn from our kids.  One night I was trying to find a parking spot at soccer practice 
and I let a man go ahead of me and take the parking spot I was planning on taking.  My daughter from the back 
seat says “Mom, do you know that you just made a sacrifice?”  Of course my reaction was - I did?  How?  She 
proceeded to tell me that she is learning about it in God’s Big Words devotions at school.  I love how what she is 
learning is transitioning over to life.  

There are so many examples of how the love of Jesus is taught and modeled here at HCS we know that God has 
chosen this school for our family.  It is our prayer as parents that our kids’ love for Jesus will continue to grow 

and be challenged and we are so thankful for the partnership of this school who is so dedicated to this.      	  	  	  

http://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/earlychildhoodenrollment
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The Parents’ Club participates in several on-going fundraisers!  You can help families at HCS by participating in any of 
these opportunities.

Boxtops / Labels for Education / Tyson Labels - Product labels are collected and sent to the company for cash!  The 
last check we received from Boxtops was over $4,300!

Market Day - Order from this online grocery store of convenient food items.  Please check their website 
www.marketday.com for order information.  Orders are typically due the third Monday of the month and can be picked 
up the following Monday at school during TRIP hours. 

Pigs-in-the-blanket - Available for purchase in the elementary school are pigs-in-the-blanket for $8.00 a dozen!

Target Take Charge of Education  - Target will donate 1% of your credit or debit REDcard purchases made at Target 
to HCS.   HCS has earned over $37,000 since the program was started.

Spartan Class for Cash / Spartan Labels - Designate HCS on your YES card and a portion of your purchases will be 
given to HCS several weeks of the year.  HCS’s number is 87580.

TerraCycle - Recycle Solo plastic cups, energy bar wrappers, personal care items and many other items!  Items can be 
brought to either school.

Gordon Food Service Fun Funds - A percent of purchases made by HCS members are given back to school.  You 
need to enroll at www.gfs.com/en/gfsstore/funfunds (account #2129079) or pick up an enrollment form from school.

Goodsearch.com - Use www.goodsearch.com to search the internet and HCS is given about a penny for each search.

How can I help reduce tuition cost?
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