
The Expansion Project is under way! After a couple of weeks of asbestos removal, the 
demolition of the south and east wings is about to begin, and the construction 
contractors are just waiting for school to let out for the summer so they can begin their 
work. Isn't God's timing amazing? He provided us with a vacant school at just the right 
time when space was needed! We praise God for His leading in this process, and ask for 
your prayers as construction occurs over the summer.

Projected Timeline:

	
 	
 	
 Demolition of South and East wings of former Unity building
	
 	
 	
 and begin internal work of office portion of project
	
 	
 	
 Start date of building connector and internal work of early 
	
 	
 	
 childhood wing
	
 	
 	
 Completion of building connector, early childhood wing, and office
	
 	
 	
 First Day of School
	
 	
 	
 Renovation of North wing
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June 2016 – 

June 13, 2016 –  

August 19, 2016 –
August 30, 2016 –

Summer 2016/2017 –  



We are DIFFERENCE MAKERS at HCMS!

God used the school theme of Difference Makers to challenge HCMS 
students to live out their faith.  Students have answered this challenge by 
giving of their time, energy, and funds to impact the West Michigan 
Community in a myriad of ways.

Students served at Kids’ Food Basket once a month, packing sack suppers 
for students in need.  They also decorated lunch bags and collected needed 
food items and funds during our winter spirit days. Starlight Ministries, a 
local organization that brings hope and support to those who are grieving 
a death, also received a difference maker blessing as students participated 
in a homeroom coin war and raised $2,642 for the ministry.

Small groups of difference makers spent Tuesday evenings this year serving in the Mel 
Trotter Ministries playroom giving individual attention to the youngest clients at the 
homeless shelter.  Difference makers also served at the Revive Resale Store, sorting and 
shelving young adult books once a month.

Probably the most visible way HCMS students were difference makers was by co-
sponsoring a refugee family with Bethany Christian Services.  We spent months praying 
for a family before the Mayoms finally arrived on February 25.  They were welcomed 
into a beautiful  home in Holland that had been filled with furniture, clothing, and food--
all gifts from the HCS family.  Over $2,250 was also raised in support, and the students 
have continued to visit the family to give support and encouragement. (see more at:  
http://livingbeyondmyself.weebly.com/)

In exploring the Difference Makers theme, our students have clearly learned that God 
can use them to make a difference in His world NOW at their age.  God has used them 
in amazing ways to bless so many in our community.

I Timothy 4:12  “Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an 
example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, and in purity.”

HCS Walkathon was a Huge Success! 

We thank God for a very beautiful and safe day for our Walkathon held on May 6.  
We praise Him for the overwhelming support of the HCS Community in helping 
HCS raise a record $105,000! In addition to the $105,000 raised by the Pre-K 
through 8th grade, the 
preschoolers raised over 
$4,900 to be used for the 
new Preschool and Kids’ 
C o r n e r C h i l d c a r e 
classrooms. HCS and the 
Walkathon Committee 

would like to express appreciation to the business sponsors 
(see last page of the Spotlight) whose support helped make this 
event possible.  Above all, to our Heavenly Father who has 
placed us in this place at this time with a wonderful community 

to raise our children! 

http://livingbeyondmyself.weebly.com
http://livingbeyondmyself.weebly.com


Woven Together

Since November, Mr. VanderStelt’s 4th grade class has been developing a friendship with 
the teacher and students of a 4th and 5th grade class at Rehoboth Christian School in 
Rehoboth, New Mexico.  Miss Kelly VandenBerg, a former student of Hudsonville Christian 
School and teacher at Rehoboth Christian and Tom VanderStelt, have become partners in 
education.  At Thanksgiving they shared thanksgiving leaves that students made with 
examples of things they are thankful for and displayed them as a wall mural.   At 
Christmas, the classes sang Christmas carols with each other using Google Hangouts, an 
internet way of seeing and hearing each other, and finished their caroling in prayer.  Miss VandenBerg was able to visit  
HCS just before Christmas break and shared pinion nuts and gave the students a book, The Unbreakable Code.

The two classes have also developed pen pal relationships between 
students from each of the classes. Students are very excited to write 
and see their new buddies.  The excitement in their eyes shines as they 
spend time in seeing and talking with their buddy on Google Hangouts.

This spring Miss VandenBerg and her class made a video where each of 
her students shared what their school theme, “Woven Together”, 
meant to them.  Her students described what the theme meant to 
them and connected it to how they now felt woven together with their 
buddy at HCS.  Each of her students made a woven bracelet for their 
HCS buddy.  

HCS hopes to connect more teachers and students from Rehoboth 
Christian School with teachers and students at HCS and build these 
relationships through writing letters, e-mails, and Google Hangouts!

God is blessing the Early Childhood Programs 

The last few years in Early Childhood at Hudsonville Christian have been very exciting!  We were able to see God 
glorified at our Early Childhood Spring Celebration at the end of April as all 132 of our Preschoolers gathered at Fair 
Haven to sing praises to Him. This was a true Celebration!  God has blessed Hudsonville Christian with many new 
children, new staff members, and constant growth and development of our programs.  The upcoming school year will 
certainly continue this trend.  It has been a joy to get to know many new families that are excited to send their children 
to our school!  During the 2015-16 school year we had 46 students enrolled in 3 School, 88 students enrolled in 4 
School, and 44 students enrolled in Pre-K/Young Fives.  After beginning our 3 School program 4 years ago with only 13 
students, we have felt God’s hand of provision as the program grows! 

With the upcoming renovations we are very excited to have the opportunity to develop an Early Childhood wing 
complete with space for Kids’ Corner Childcare, additional 3 School and 4 School classrooms, and a separate Early 
Childhood entrance and office.  Kids’ Corner Childcare will open for the first time in the fall.  We have spent many hours 
developing this program to help families with their childcare needs before, during, and after school.  Enrollment started at 
the beginning of March and we already have over 50 children enrolled for the 2016-17 school year.  It is our hope that 

this program will help families with their many 
unique schedule needs.  We are so excited to 
see what God has in store for this program as it 
gets underway in the fall.  We still have spaces 
available in some of our 3 School and 4 School 
classes as well as in our Kids’ Corner Childcare.  
Please stop in the elementary office or call 
669-6689 for enrollment details!



Green Pastures Mural

The stakes have been arranged to portray a green field under 
a light blue sky.  A few streaks of red represent the pain and 
suffering we often experience amidst sunny skies.  The field 
alludes to the truth of Scripture that Jesus owns the cattle 
on a thousand hills.  The mural also carries the message that 
the Lord promises to lead us into the green pastures of His 
presence.

MAKING a DIFFERENCE in our Community

Some of our Hudsonville Christian Middle School students have put their talents to work to be a blessing and make a 
difference for Love, INC.  During the January Exploratory Week, twenty-two 7th and 8th graders spent their Art class 
time creating a set of murals for display in the new Outback Store at Love, INC.  The project started last May when 
Love, INC approached Art teacher Mrs. Heerspink wondering if a mural could be made using the fundraising stakes from 
their new addition.  Mrs. Heerspink and her students used the STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Math) 
model to work as a Designer and Client team, collaborating with requirements, site specifics and materials to achieve a 
mutually satisfying solution. The murals are now permanently on display in the new retail store for Love, INC on Van 
Buren in Hudsonville, Michigan.

Resurrection Sunrise Mural

The stakes have been arranged in such a way that they 
form the rays of the radiating sun.  This rising sun is a 
symbol for the resurrection of Jesus Christ, the first 
born from the dead.  A logo has also been 
incorporated into the center of the sun.  This logo 
represents a cross and a heart, which is the theme of 
Love, INC.

STEM

Have you seen this acronym lately? Since the Michigan Science 
Standards were adopted in November, teachers and school leaders 
have been busy planning lessons rooted in STEM.  Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math are essential academic disciplines for our 
students at Hudsonville Christian School.  We are at the beginning of a 
journey to design how STEM is taught at HCS.  It is exciting!

Many teachers have been “trying out” some STEM ideas this year; 
building structures, designing solutions to problems, trekking around 
the expansion project to take notes and snap photos documenting 
potential problems 
and solutions for 

our new space, and learning how to apply their math lessons to help 
solve those problems. Our STEM experiences this year not only 
developed critical thinking, but also built relationships across the 
grade levels.  Several projects included older students working with 
younger students, precious times of discussion, drawing, building, and 
the sharing of God’s love between friends. 

STEM - We look forward to the journey! 



Being DIFFERENCE MAKERS in Retirement

I grew up in Hudsonville on the muck farms on Van Buren Street just before the big hill.   At 
the young age of 7 or 8 we had cultivators which were pulled behind a tractor which we had 
to steer.  They actually were bigger than I was and pulled me.  We weeded, trimmed celery 
on our knees and when the work was done we fished in the afternoon.  The next day we 
would start at 6 AM and do it all over again. 

My education began at Hudsonville Christian School and Unity Christian. I went on to Calvin 
College   for a secondary teaching education degree where I majored in History and 
minored in English. I graduated in 1971.  In 1974 God led me into marriage with my 
wonderful wife Ginger.  We could not have biological children so we started adopting kids 
and God gave us 9 children.  What an experience to have 9 kids ranging in ages now from 34 
to 15. Of those children, Molly had shaken baby syndrome and is confined to a wheel chair 
and 5 children have ADHD.  Sometimes we pulled our hair out but we made it through each 
day with God's help.

When I graduated from Calvin College I tried to get a teaching job but   the teaching 
profession had  very few openings so I went into the business world to find a job. I started 
at Goodrich  Division (Grandville Plant ) and worked for a few years and then went to Keeler Brass in Kentwood. I 
stayed there for about 10 years and then went to Thermatron in Holland, and finally at Northern Fibre until God led me 
to HCS in 1989.  I started part-time while working 50 hours in the factory. When the new 6th grade addition was 
completed, I was hired as a full-time custodian at the middle school.  God has richly blessed me at HCS doing janitorial 
and maintenance work for 27 years. I have seen many changes in the staff  during that time span including 4 principals,  
Mr. DeKruyter, Mr. VanderLaan, Mr. Pott, and Mrs. Broene.  What I can say about all of them is that they were all God-
centered  and HCS  grew every year.  I really have liked working at HCS and will miss everyone when I retire in August.  I 
still plan to umpire baseball and softball games at HCS even in my retirement as well as using my free-time to enjoy 
family more, fish more, and to paint. - Jim Schreur

After 31 years of teaching, I am retiring at the end of this school year.  This is a very 
bittersweet time for me, because I have loved being a teacher! 

I began teaching at Dutton Christian school in 1983.  I taught fourth, sixth and 
seventh grades there and also coached basketball and softball.  I was there for eight 
years until the birth of my second daughter in 1991.   After two years at home with 
my daughters, I began a part-time position at HCMS where I have been for 23 years.  
I have been involved in a number of positions at HCMS.  For the last 15 years I have 
been teaching seventh and eighth grade girls Physical Education and coaching 
basketball and volleyball.  I had the pleasure of teaching my two daughters during 
their middle school years, although I am not sure they always enjoyed having their 
mother "watching" their every move in school. 

HCMS has excellent, committed, staff members and I will miss the camaraderie we 
have shared.  I treasure the relationships that I have had with students over the years.  
It is wonderful to see so many of my former students develop into such capable 
adults, and begin to use their gifts and talents to further God's kingdom.  I know that 
I will miss teaching, and the humor and energy of middle school students, but I look 
forward to seeing what doors God will open for me as I enter this next phase of my 
life.  I hope to increase my volunteering in downtown Grand Rapids and have more 
time to travel with my husband.   HCMS will always have a piece of my heart!  I will 
truly miss it!   - Mary Prins



We are DIFFERENCE MAKERS in 2nd Grade!

Over the year, the staff and students of HCS have learned more and more about JCI 
(Jubilee Centers International), a Christian School in Tegucigalpa, Honduras.  This 
ministry started in 2010 and has grown by a grade each year and now serves over 
300  students.  My twin brother, Jonathan Helder, is the current director of 
development there, and he has worked with the HCS Global Awareness Committee 
to create a partnership between the two schools.  

The needs of JCI strike a distinct contrast to those of HCS.  Tegucigalpa is one of the 
poorest and most violent cities in the world.  The stories of the students can be 
heartbreaking, but the school has truly become both a city on a hill and a shelter in 
the storm.  While they have been blessed with tremendous growth over the last 6 
years, there are definitely many opportunities for HCS to be a blessing to and be 
blessed by Jubilee.

Earlier this year, the 2nd grade team sent JCI a video of "A Day in the Life of an HCS 
2nd Grader."  This included video of classroom learning, specials, recess and even bus pickup at the end of the day.  
When the staff of the school watched the video, they were amazed at the size of my classroom library, which was easily 
three times the size of their entire school library.  When my brother told me about this, it became clear that this was 
something our students needed to be involved in.

In correlation with March is Reading Month, the 2nd grade teachers challenged our students to earn money through 
their monthly reading incentive. Unlike the reading incentive for February, where each class competed against the other 
classes to see who could read the most, in March we all worked together to raise money for the JCI school library.  
Students were asked to find sponsors for their reading during the month and then collect the funds they earned at the 
end of the month.  To be honest, I started the month hoping that students would each read between four to six hours 
and perhaps earn a dollar or two for every hour they read.  I did the mental math and was hoping that our 2nd grade 
of 83 students would raise about $500.  In the last days of the month, it quickly became apparent that I had drastically 
underestimated the dedication and enthusiasm that students and parents had for this cause.  All totaled, the eighty-
three 2nd graders read over 450 hours and raised just over $3000 for Jubilee!  Not only was I overwhelmed by this 
show of support, but my brother and the rest of the staff of JCI were as well.  For a school that hasn't spent $3000 on 
books throughout its entire history, these funds will more than double the number of books they are able to offer their 
kids.

During the final afternoon in March, Mr. Pott and and Mrs. Spotts visited the 2nd grade to share the good news.  When 
Mr. Pott shared the news of how much had been raised, the surprise on the kid’s faces was priceless.  When he 
announced the final number, he might as well have said a million dollars.  The energy and excitement in the room was 
palpable.  It was a wonderful way to end a month of hard work.

Looking back, there are a few things that I hope the kids will take away from this experience.  First, I hope they know 
that they don't have to wait until they are older to be a 
difference maker for God.  Just like the child who offered his 
lunch to Jesus that was used to feed 5,000, I hope that they 
see that God can use their gifts to bless others in very 
direct ways.  Finally, I hope they see themselves as part of 
something greater and can easily see God's hand of blessing 
on our work and the work of JCI. - Brandon Helder

To learn more about Jubilee Centers International, please 
visit www.jubileehn.org or search and like Jubilee Centers 
International on Facebook.

http://www.jubileehn.org/
http://www.jubileehn.org/


Memorial and Estate Gifts

Upcoming Events at HCS

While the school year may be winding down at HCS, our planning for some great events coming later in 2016 is in full 
swing!  Here are some fundraising events that we would love to have you participate in and support:

• On Monday,  August 1, we will hold the HCS Golf Outing, which benefits tuition assistance at our school.  
It is held at Railside Golf Club in Byron Center, beginning with lunch and practicing on the driving range or 
putting green at 11:30 AM, followed by a shotgun start for the four-person scramble at 1:00 PM.  Start organizing 
your foursome and join us for some great golf and fellowship!  Look for registration and sponsorship 
information coming out at the end of May/early June.

• Plans are being made for our Sporting Clay Shoot on Saturday, September 10.  This event also benefits 
our school’s tuition assistance fund, and will take place at Blendon Pines Gun Club.  More information on this 
event will be sent out later this summer.

• Our final event of the year will be our Education 
Foundation Dinner, being held on Monday, 
November 7.  We look forward to welcoming WOOD 
TV 8 Sports Director Jack Doles as our guest speaker.  
Jack is a fellow Christian school parent, and will share his 
life-long experiences in the world of sports.  Jack has 
been involved with sports in many aspects – as a parent, 
a coach, and a reporter of local to world events such as 
the Olympics.  He will share his reflections on being a 
Christian in the sports world.  This dinner is held at The 
Pinnacle Center, and it is always a fun night of food and 
fellowship with the HCS community.  The registration 
and sponsorship information for this dinner will be sent 
out at the beginning of the new school year, and we hope you can join us!

Thank you in advance for your support of these events, and please feel free to contact our school office at 669-6689 if 
you have any questions or desire to participate.

Gifts Given “In Honor of”

Brad & Julie Veltema

Kevin & Joan Brower

Cassie Wielard

Planned Giving

HCS recognizes and teaches that God owns all that we have, and we each have a responsibility to act as God’s stewards 
in managing His gifts to us.  As a member organization of Barnabas, Hudsonville Christian School constituents are 
provided planning services without obligation with the Barnabas Foundation.  Educational services are also available to all 
who want to apply these biblical principles in every aspect of life.

If you are interested in meeting to discuss stewardship opportunities, please contact Tami Herweyer at 616-218-6538 or 
therweyer@4hcs.org.

Julian Aukeman

Howard & Thressa Brouwer

Jennie Burmania

Bert Byker

Winifred (Wiersma) DeJonge

Jennie Elenbaas

Carol Essenburg 

Ella Hoezee

Della Hull

Art Klooster

Betty Post

Garthea Schut

John Seif

Shirley VanderVliet

John VanDyke

Catherine VanEk



NON-PROFIT ORG.

U.S. POSTAGE

PAID

HUDSONVILLE, MI

49426

PERMIT NO. 36
3435 Oak Street, Hudsonville, MI  49426

Phone: (616) 669-6689

www.hudsonvillechristian.org

HCS fundraising events would not be a success without 
the generous support that is shown by many area 
businesses.  We would like to express our thanks to the 
following businesses for their sponsorship of our events 
this year.  Additional event sponsors are always welcome, 
so please contact Michelle DeGroot at 669-6689 to 
discuss these sponsorship opportunities.

All Event Sponsors – Sponsors of Walkathon, HCS 

Tuition Assistance Golf Outing, Sporting Clay Shoot, and 
Education Foundation Dinner

•Air Components, Inc.
•Auto Body Xperts
•Blouw Appraisal Co.
•DC Recreation and Self-Storage
•DeGraaf Interiors
•Fusion Properties, LLC
•Greenline, Inc.
•Holland Special Delivery
•Hudsonville Wheel Alignment, Inc.
•Inontime, Inc.
•Koppel Printing
•Kuperus Trucking, Inc.
•Michigan Veal, Inc.
•New York Life—Tim Vrieland

•Quality Precast, Inc.
•Rainbow Grill
•Royal Sheet Metal
•TMI Supply Company
•West Michigan Community Bank
•Young Wealth Investment Group - Wells Fargo Advisors
•Zagers Pool and Spa

Walkathon Sponsors – Clinton Hop & Co., GMB 

Architects & Engineering, Ralph Meyers Trucking, Inc.

Golf Outing Sponsors – Chemical Bank, Farm Bureau 
Insurance Katerberg Agency, Gerrit’s Appliance, GMB 
Architects & Engineering, Post Family Farm, Tom Montsma 
Builders, Inc.

Sporting Clay Shoot Sponsors – Elite Electrical 
Services, GMB Architects & Engineering, H & K Lanscaping

Education Foundation Dinner Sponsors – Dr. 
and Mrs. Robert C. Huizenga, Gemmen’s Home & 
Hardware, Gentex Corporation, Kessel & Bouwens 
Orthodontics, Ralph Meyers Trucking, Inc., Rosewood 
Auto Service, Inc., S & G Properties

Thank You to our 2016 Event 
Sponsors

http://www.hudsonvillechristian.org
http://www.hudsonvillechristian.org

