
Greetings HCS Community! 

 Here is the next issue of the School Board Quarterly. This 
quarterly update is intended to give a review of topics covered 
in the previous quarter by the school board and to highlight 
upcoming events or important items. 

      

School Board Updates, Sep-Dec 2021: 
 A large topic in our meetings this past quarter was Covid. 
We worked through student illness and classroom closures, 
mandates and protocols.  Our Superintendent, Mr. Devon 
Brinks, was himself quite sick with Covid during November and 
it was a good reminder for us all to pray for healing for the 
hundreds of thousands sick worldwide. Also this past quarter 
the Covid vaccine became approved and available for people as 
young as 5. As a reminder, with the Mask Mandate of Ottawa 
County lifting on January 2, parents will have the choice of 
sending their children to school with or without a mask. Those 
students or adults unvaccinated will still have quarantine 
restrictions and all bussing participants will need to follow the 
federal mandate for public transportation requiring masks.  

 Another large item we have been working on is the search 
for a new Middle School Principal. A search committee was 
formed including administration, MS staff and a Board 
Member. We have already received interest from several 
candidates. Look for further updates in coming months. The 
planned timeline is for a start date in July 2022.  

 As the year has progressed, we have seen a return to more 
and more normal classroom and educational activities like field 
trips, chapels, Spiritual Emphasis Week (Middle School), 
concerts and the like. It has been great to see our teachers able 
to utilize more tools from their toolkit. It also made us 
appreciate how well-equipped many of our teachers were for 
the sudden changes that impacted classrooms last year and 
this year.  

 

Committee Items 

 Education Committee - The Ed Committee has been making plans to bring back the Curriculum Director position. This was 
previously held by Justin Knot and as roles adjusted due to the sudden passing of Dan Pott 2 years ago, the Curriculum position 
was vacated. Coming through the transition of a new Superintendent and in response to many changes in our society and 
educational systems, it is time to look to fill this position to ensure a continued review and focus on God’s Word in all aspects of 
our curriculum. The Ed Committee has also been working on the School Calendar for the 2022-2023 School Year. We will 
continue to see more and more dates/breaks lined up with Unity Christian High School.  

Christmas Break is days away; with it comes two major 
holidays. One is distinctly Christian, one more pragmatic. 
But both point to new beginnings.  

I (Fig VanderMolen) wanted to make a personal request 
of the families in our school community concerning 
beginnings. Please spend the next few days thinking 
about what new, changed or renewed spiritual habits you 
will begin personally, and with your children, this new 
season. For many of us we ‘know’ the habits we should 
focus on. Habits like Reading  the Bible, Prayer, Giving, 
Serving, etc. But just knowing what should be our goal 
doesn’t always make for lasting change in getting to the 
goal. I suggest you look for something manageable yet 
challenging.  

Perhaps try a new Bible Reading schedule (many are 
available online); or make a list of friends and family - 
designating a few names for each day of the week - and 
then around the table pray for the names on that day; talk 
each month as a family about a local or global ministry in 
need of financial support. Find a local organization to 
volunteer at as a family once a month.   

Whatever you 
settle on, step 
forward in 
Christ’s 
strength this 
season. Look 
for renewal 
through Him 
and for Him.  

 

New Year;  
New Opportunities. 
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Items for Prayer:  

*Give thanks that we have been able to continue 
meeting in person. Pray for Covid risks to lessen, 
worldwide. Pray for a continued return to normal 
instruction and school activities.  

*Pray for the search for a new MS Principal. Pray that God 
will be preparing that person, even now, for this role. Pray 
for spirit-led guidance for the search committee. 

To submit a request or praise, please email 
fvandermolen@4hcs.org 

Board Basics: New Agenda Item - Educational Highlight 

We have added ‘Educational Highlight’ to our regular 
agenda for Board Meetings. This will be a time for 
special reports from areas in our educational system 
that aren’t frequently covered (Outdoor Education, 
Educational Support Services, Spiritual Emphasis Week 
and more!). We hope this added focus will better inform 
our Board and also support their efforts to build into 
the overall Christian Education of our students.  

 

Committee Items (Continued) 

 Building and Grounds Committee - The B&G Committee has several projects going including a new sidewalk on the East side of the 
elementary property to assist in the drop off/pick up for Early Childhood, the Flex Space construction project at the West end of 
the building and some additional playground space focused for younger children. They are also looking for some additional 
janitorial staff support. Work has begun to pull together a team of people to explore, design and plan for what’s next at the 
Middle School. Adding classrooms at the MS and moving the 5th grade up to that building is an excellent vision both practically 
and educationally as we seek to keep our community’s commitment to making a Christ-centered education available to all 
Christian families by eliminating the need for waiting lists. With our class sizes increasing in the elementary grades, we will need 
more classrooms to accommodate our growing school.  

 Finance Committee –  The finances have been steady this quarter, as we continue to steward God's monetary gifts for HCS. 
We continue to receive gifts for the Faith Campaign, which supports Tuition Assistance and Building & Grounds maintenance 
costs.  We are so thankful for the faithful and generous support of our school. The Finance Committee has also begun work on 
the budget for next school year. This budget will be reviewed and voted on at the March HCS Society Meeting.  

 Executive Committee - The Exec Committee has been working to support and encourage our teachers and staff through visits, 
prayer and hosting our annual ‘Christmas Tea’ for the schools’ employees. We are beginning a review of our Board make-up 
and process and would like to invite feedback from parents, teachers, church leaders and the larger HCS Society. Look for 
information and a survey coming after the new year. We plan to give an update on our progress and timeline at the March 
Society Meeting. We have also connected regularly with the Parent Club and wanted to thank them for their work in 
fundraising and assisting our teachers in the classrooms through wish lists, extracurriculars and special events like the Fall Fun 
Festival and the Love Bazaar.  
     

Other Board Items 

 Our annual HCS Society Meeting will be held March 14, 2022, at 7:00pm. We are planning to host this meeting in-person in 
the Elementary Library as in years past. Please look for more details in the Home Communicator. At this meeting we will hear 
reports from our Superintendent and Treasurer, review the proposed budget for the 2022-2023 school year as well as vote on 
new board members filling seats for two of our retiring members, each from a supporting church. All members of the HCS 
Society are invited to attend - HCS Society members are those who are parents of enrolled students and/or those who have 
contributed to the school this year.   

 We wanted to thank our wonderful HCS community for all the prayers, support and encouragement over these past several 
months. And thanks to the ‘Moms-in-Prayer’ group for their faithful weekly prayer times for our school/students/staff/teachers/
board. We ask that you all please continue in your prayers for HCS and its families as we partner to fulfill our mission to 
challenge minds and lives for Christ.  
      

Thanks! 

 The Board appreciates your continued feedback, prayers and support. Have a blessed Christmas! In the coming weeks, be 
sure to share in the love of Christ and the new beginnings found in Him.  

    

 On behalf of the School Board,  
 Fig VanderMolen 

 Hudsonville Christian School Board 2021/2022 : 
 Dustin Cook - 2020 
 Evamarie Eggebeen (Vicar) - 2020 
 Kevin Ferner - 2021 
 Kris Haartman (Treasurer) - 2017 
 Darrell Heuker - 2021 
 

  
 Sarah Hoezee (Secretary) - 2017 
 Jen VanEyk - 2019 
 Fig VanderMolen (President) - 2020 
 Joel VanNoord - 2019 
   
   

 Given year is the year they joined the Board  


