
Greetings HCS Community! 

 Here is the next issue of the School Board Quarterly. This 
quarterly update is intended to give a review of topics covered 
in the previous quarter by the school board and to highlight 
upcoming events or important items. 

      

School Board Updates, Jul-Sep 2022: 
 School is underway! Thanks for a great start to the school 
year. Our teachers were ready to go and our students were 
too. Mr. Brinks reports a fun environment for growth and 
study. We’re all pleased to have students looking toward 
learning again. We did gain a few new classroom teachers  and 
they are off to a great start as well. 

 Middle School Expansion Project: We continue to see 
progress in both the planning/design process (more on that in 
the updates from Building and Grounds Committee below) as 
well as the fundraising. Financial support through the Forward 
in Faith efforts can only be explained as miraculous - God has 
been at work in the hearts of the HCS community. Thank you 
all for your faithfulness in supporting this cause. We will be 
delaying the start of our Faith Campaign (which supports both 
Tuition Assistance and Building & Grounds maintenance needs) 
and running a more scaled back mailer this year.  

 Board/Classroom Visits - This is a regular part of the work 
of the School Board. This has slowed in the past couple of 
years due to Covid precautions, but we are ready to return to 
classrooms this year. Board members are assigned classrooms 
on a rotation and then they visit the teacher/students during 
the school day. This is a great opportunity to see each 
classroom, to experience the educational process and to 
support and pray with the teacher/students.  

 On the Horizon: We are beginning work on the School 
Calendar for next year. This involves parent feedback, 
coordination with other area schools and looking at the needs 
or our educational systems. We hope to have this calendar 
finalized by the first of the year so parents can plan ahead for 
next school year. Speaking of next school year, we are also 
beginning to look at the process of transitioning 5th Grade 
over to the Middle School building. Starting in Fall of 2024 we 
will have grades 5 through 8 in our Middle School building. This is 
in response to our growing class sizes and many grades moving 
to 5 classrooms per grade.  

September 9 was an unusual day for us all including a high
-speed police chase down Baldwin and a school lockdown 
for area schools! This was the first time HCS has 
announced a lockdown and followed it up with ’this is not 
a drill’. We are thankful to God that students were not in 
danger and that this direction from the Sheriff’s 
Department was precautionary. We’re also thankful there 
were no serious injuries and the reckless driver was 
apprehended.  

We did learn a few things from this 12 minute experience - 
some big, some small - and we weren’t the only ones. 
First, our teachers were ready. Lockdown drills HAVE 
prepared us for the real thing. Teachers kept students 
safe and took time to pray, sing and provide confidence 
to students in the face of uncertainty. Second, though we 
had our primary safety goals met, we unearthed some 
secondary goals for the future. When a lockdown does 
occur, after securing the students we need to 
communicate more quickly with parents. We trust in 
parents’ confidence in the school and teachers to keep 
their children safe, but we can improve practices that 
inform and update parents along the way. Third, we are 
looking upstream to some additional improvements to 
the Sheriff Department’s systems too - Mr. Brinks has 
already met with them to discuss area wide school 
notification practices.   

This real-life lockdown also revealed some internal areas 
to address - communication systems between buildings, 
chain of command questions and even physical needs like 
repairing our outdoor speakers to the parent loop.  

As jarring as the lockdown was, we’re making sure that 
we’re learning from it. Praise be to God, our Rock and 
Fortress, for protecting us in times of trouble!  

I guess a final 
lesson worth 
mentioning is 
this: If you ever 
need to rent a     
U-Haul truck for  
a move, don’t  
leave the keys     
in the ignition! 

 

Lockdown Lessons 
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Items for Prayer:  

* Continue to pray for the Middle School Building 
Project. Our plan is to break ground this spring. There is 
a lot to do to have it ready by Fall! 

* Students who struggle with anxiety, especially at the 
start of a new season of school.  

* New Middle School Principal Chris Achterhof as he 
settles in to his new role.  

    

To submit a request or praise, please email 
fvandermolen@4hcs.org 

Board Basics: Board Classroom Visits -  

Each year Board Members divide the number of 
classrooms in half and schedule visits with the teacher. 
These visits provide board members with the 
opportunity to observe firsthand how the educational 
program of HCS is being carried out in the classrooms. 
The Board can also show support for the work being 
done by HCS’s teaching staff. It also provides a direct 
avenue of communication between teachers and the 
Board and builds community and partnership.  

The other half of the classrooms will get visited in the 
following school year. 

 

Committee Highlights 

 Education Committee -  

  - Hired a Curriculum Director. We are pleased to announced Jen Rysdam as our new Curriculum Director. She is based 
out of the elementary building, but will assist teachers at all grade levels. In addition to working with teachers on 
their instruction, she will also continue to review current curricula and discover new curricula when that is needed.  

 Building and Grounds Committee -  

  - Middle School Project - There is a special group of school leaders, board members and friends of HCS continuing to work 
through the development process. They have identified some areas where we can save money as well as adding in 
two additional rooms for extra teaching opportunities.  

  - Safety Team - The B&G Committee also started a new Safety Team. Parents were invited to show interest in joining this 
team which will access our buildings security and safety practices. With overwhelming response, the team is full and 
we have additional parents available for extra advising. We will continue to hear updates about their work in the 
months to come.  

 Finance Committee –   

  - The Finance Committee is happy to report that our expenses continue coming in just below our income. And also a 
special thanks to the parents who paid their tuition up front this year which gave us a boost for covering the 
expenditures that are often higher at the start of the year.  

 Executive Committee –   

  - Exec started to look at Board needs with a growing school representing a growing number of families and churches. 
We received some feedback about our current Board makeup and processes over the past couple years. We didn’t 
think that the atmosphere was right for making bylaw-level changes during our Covid/New Superintendent 
Transition years, but now that those issues have settled down it’s the right time to reexamine and make 
modifications as needed. Look for an opportunity to provide feedback and ideas about this soon.  

Thanks! 

 The Board appreciates your continued feedback, prayers and support; please keep it up! And as the weather cools and 
colors change I encourage you to look to God’s creation all around you in this autumn season. King David found joy and praised 
the Lord through what he experienced in creation: From 2 Samuel 22:32-34 - “For who is God besides the Lord? And who is the 
Rock except our God? It is God who arms me with strength and makes my way perfect. He makes my feet like the feet of a 
deer; He enables me to stand on the heights.” 
    

 On behalf of the School Board,  
 Fig VanderMolen 

 Hudsonville Christian School Board 2022/2023 : 
 Dustin Cook - 2020 
 Evamarie Eggebeen (Secretary) - 2020 
 Kevin Ferner (Treasurer) - 2021 
 Darrell Heuker - 2021 
 Kristen Mulder (Vicar) - 2022 
  

 
 Jen VanEyk - 2019 
 Fig VanderMolen (President) - 2020 
 Joel VanNoord - 2019 
 Chad VanSomeren - 2022 
   
   

 Given year is the year they joined the Board  


