
December 8, 2015

Principal’s Note – Celebrating the Life of a Difference Maker

As many of you know, on August 3, 2015, a beloved HCS 8th grade student, David Talsma, was killed in a tragic car 
accident. Since that time, we have sought wisdom and help through prayer and from experts in the grieving process 
to guide us along the way. We continue to be blessed by the support and advice given. 

Friday, December 4 was a very special  day for the 8th grade students and staff.  During the last period of the day 
the 8th grade class, staff, members of David Talsma’s immediate family, and artist Mark Landacre, who created the 
artwork on the memorial stone, gathered to dedicate the stone created to remember and celebrate David’s life.

We spent time in God’s Word, reflection, meditation, and prayer thanking God for David’s life and the impact he had 
on so many.  We took comfort in the knowledge that he is now living with his Eternal Father and the assurance of 
the gift of eternal life offered to each one of us.

At the end of the dedication, the 8th grade students were given the opportunity to write a message on the bottom of 
the river rocks that they had created to be a visual reminder of the focus of our Spiritual  Emphasis Week in October 
- Living Beyond Myself. Then they placed their rocks along both sides of the path that travels from David’s memorial 
stone.  Allowing each student to place their stone was an important step for each individual student to continue to 
process his and her grief and feelings.  It also symbolized a number of important things:

• The stones are a reminder to live beyond ourselves like David did and how God expects His children to live 
this way. 

• The stones are all different from each other celebrating that each one of us has been created unique and 
special and the dot on each stone acknowledges that each one of us is an important individual making up 
the 8th grade community, HCS community and community of God's kingdom.

• The gold river/band connecting from one stone to another is a reminder of our connection with David, with 
each other, and with our Rock - Jesus Christ.

Our time together as classmates, teachers, and family of David was incredibly special and truly a blessing.  We 
covet your prayers as we continue to shepherd our students in this journey of life, love and loss.  Thank you for 
your support and partnership. 

Anchored in The Rock,

Mary Broene
Middle School Principal



SCHOOL WIDE NEWS

Christmas Blessings – Share Yours!
Some of our HCS school families are experiencing struggles due to employment issues, health concerns, etc.  
Please prayerfully consider how your family can bless another HCS family in need this Christmas season.  If you 
know of a family in need, please contact Dan Pott or Mary Broene.  Gift card donations in any amount to Target, 
Wal-Mart, JC Penney, Speedway, Family Fare, and Meijer can be dropped off in the school offices until  December 
11.

Christmas Break Days and Office Hours
Christmas Break for students (no school) runs from Wednesday, December 23, through Friday, January 1.  School 
resumes again Monday, January 4.  The Middle School Office will not have set hours, so please call  before you 
come to school to make sure someone is in at that time.  The Elementary Office will have the following hours:  
Thursday - Friday, December 24 & 25 – Office Closed
Monday - Wednesday, December 28 & 30 – Office open 8:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Thursday - Friday, December 31 & January 1 – Office closed

TRIP Order Christmas Deadlines
The last day to order TRIP before Christmas is Monday, December 14 in person or Wednesday, December 16 at 
midnight online. Orders will  be available for pickup on Monday, December 21. TRIP will  be closed on Monday, 
December 28 so all orders (including online) must be placed by December 21 to be available for pickup on Monday, 
January 4.

Moms in Prayer
This week Friday will be the final MIP meeting before Christmas.  We will meet in the SOAR room in the elementary 
building from 8 – 9 a.m., and all moms are welcome to join us!

School Closures for Inclement Weather
In situations of bad weather where school  needs to be cancelled, we will  contact GRAIL (Grand Rapids Area 
Information Line) to inform them of our closure.  They in turn communicate that information with local TV and radio 
stations for broadcasting.  If school is cancelled, all athletic events are also cancelled for that day as well.  

Early Childhood Exploration Night is Coming!
If you are interested in information about 3 School, 4 School, Pre-K, Kindergarten or Kids’ Corner Childcare at HCS, 
mark your calendar for 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, January 21 to attend our Early Childhood Exploration Night at the 
elementary school.  At this parent meeting you will learn more about our 3 School, 4 School, Pre-K, and 
Kindergarten programs and also get to meet the teachers in these areas.  Details about Kids’ Corner Childcare 
(coming fall of 2016) will also be presented.  Questions about childcare can be sent to kidscorner@4hcs.org.

Lost and Found
Parents, we have many lost items at the elementary and middle school that were not claimed during parent/teacher 
conferences.  Please stop by the lost and found areas at each school if your child is missing a clothing item.  Items 
not claimed by December 22 will be donated to Revive.

Caberfae Family Ski Day
Save the date of Friday, February 26 for our annual Caberfae Family Ski Day.  Sign-ups will  begin in mid-January.  
Look for more info in the January Home Communicator.  

Magazine Ordering Opportunity
Our middle school students are no longer making personal  calls and participating in the magazine fundraiser as we 
have in past years; however, we are still  offering an online ordering opportunity.  Our middle school will  receive 
40% of every dollar spent!  This is a great time of the year to renew, try a new magazine or give a subscription as a 
gift!  The link to use for ordering magazines from our HCMS school store can be found on our webpage.  Go 
to www.hudsonvillechristian.org, in the upper right hand corner click on "Ways to support HCS" and then click on 
"Fundraisers".  Thanks for your continued support in this area!

ELEMENTARY NEWS
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GAC Cookies
Chocolate chip cookies will be available for purchase this week Friday morning, December 11 for $.25 each.  The 
proceeds from this sale benefit the efforts of our Global Awareness Committee.

Jubilee Centers International joining us at Chapel!
Hudsonville Christian is excited to be sister schools with Jubilee Centers International in Tegucigalpa, Honduras!  
On Friday, December 11, David and Emily Romero, co-founders and directors of Jubilee Centers International  will 
lead our elementary chapel time. We hope you can join us at 10:00 am in the elementary gym.  To learn more about 
the school, please watch this video from Jubilee: https://vimeo.com/146684768.

Christmas Celebration is Coming!
The elementary Christmas Celebration will  take place at Fair Haven Ministries at 7:00 on Tuesday, December 15.  
Grades 1-5 are involved in this program.  Your child will  need to be at Fair Haven by 6:30 and should wear "nice" 
clothes.  Please mark your calendar for this Celebration of Christ's birth!

5th Grade Band and Orchestra Christmas Concerts
The 5th Grade Orchestra will hold a Christmas concert at 2 p.m. on Friday, December 11 in the elementary school 
gym.  The 5th Grade Band will  hold a Christmas concert at 2 p.m. on Friday, December 18 in the middle school 
south gym.  

Christmas Collections
Our elementary students will be taking collections this Christmas season for the following organizations:
3 School — Love Inc. Diaper Bag Ministry
4 School — Lakeshore Pregnancy Center, Positive Options
PK/Kindergarten — Children’s Hope Chest (raising funds and awareness to build a kindergarten classroom in 
Burayu, Ethiopia)
First Grade — Kids’ Food Basket
Second Grade — Hand-2-Hand
Third Grade — Love Inc. Diaper Bag Ministry
Fourth Grade — Baxter Community Center Day Care and After School Programs
Fifth Grade — Collecting money for Kids’ Food Basket

MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS

Chapel Happenings
Thursday, December 10:  Mr. VandenBerg’s 8D homeroom leads chapel.
Tuesday, December 15:   Mr. Greg Salmon, Orchard Hill Church youth pastor leads our chapel.

Hot Lunch this Wednesday, December 9 is Subway 6” Club Sub for $2.75 each.  Assorted chip/snacks for $.50 
each and Gatorade or canned pop for $.50 each are also available to purchase.

Friday Morning Break on December 11 we will  have cookies on sale for $.25 each.  Cookie sale proceeds benefit 
our HCS Global Awareness Committee and their efforts.

Final Spirit Day this Wednesday
To participate students will  also be supporting our current middle school giving project to help sponsor a refugee 
family through Bethany Christian Services. This week Wednesday, December 9 we will have H.C.M.S. Day!  On 
Wednesday, students may wear a Hat, may have a Crazy hairstyle, may wear a Mustache, may wear Sunglasses 
(but they must be off during class time.) Remember school dress code still applies.

MS Homework Hotline
Please note – if you are looking for the document that shows the homework for each grade level, you must access 
the HCS website. It is NOT on the RenWeb site. To find the homework, please do the following:

• Go to http://www.hudsonvillechristian.org

• Click on the ‘Middle’ tab 

• Click on the ‘Homework’ tab on the left side of the page

• Click on the grade level that you need

7th/8th Grade Skating Party
Be sure your student plans on the 7/8 Skating Party at Woodland Sports Center on Thursday, December 10, 2015!  
The skating will take place at the Woodland Skating Rink in Grand Rapids.  Busses will leave the middle school at 
6:10 p.m. and return around 9:15 p.m.  Students attending MUST have a parent at the middle school  to pick them 
up at 9:15 p.m.  Admission is $5.00 per student and includes roller skates.  Admission is collected in advance by 
homeroom teachers and must be paid by 8:00 a.m. Thursday morning, December 10.  Roller blade rental is $2.00 
and will be paid by students at the rink.  Skaters also have the option to bring their own (clean) roller blades.
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Christmas Project for Grade 6
The 6th grade will be providing specific items for the refugee family HCMS is sponsoring, like clothing, toys, and 
books.  We need to get matched with a specific  family to be able to do that, so our Christmas giving project will 
either be the week right before Christmas break or in early January because we are still waiting for a match.  
Please keep praying for the process!

Christmas Project for Grade 7
Our 7th grade will be raising money for Bibles for Uganda.  This project has been introduced to all  7th grade 
students and will  run through January.  We are also planning a Candy Sale on January 7 to help raise funds for this 
project.

Christmas Project for Grade 8
The 8th grade took pledges for the support of the refuge family HCMS will be supporting through Bethany Christian 
Services earlier this school year.  They will continue to fulfill these pledges as part of their Christmas collection.

PARENTS’ CLUB NEWS

Thank you from the Love Bazaar Committee
The Love Bazaar was a huge success!  Thank you to all of our many volunteers who so cheerfully helped the 
students with their shopping, wrapped their gifts, and kept track of their dollars and cents!  We couldn't do such a 
special event without you.  A huge "THANK YOU" goes to Mr. Jack Elgersma and his strong crew for setting up 
tables, transporting many boxes and bags, and cleaning up after the event.  Merry Christmas!

Sader Supper Coming Soon!
Save the night of January 22 for the Sader Supper -- look for more details coming soon!

Save the Date for the Sweetheart Swirl
If you have a daughter in PK – 5th grade at HCS, mark your calendars for Saturday, February 13 from 6 – 9 p.m.  
We are pleased to be working on a very special  evening for the Sweetheart Swirl.  More information and invitations 
will be coming soon!

Mother/Son Event
We also have a fun mother/son event in the works!  Look for a date, time, and more information in the coming 
weeks!

Have you invited some friends and relatives to the HCS Auction on February 20, 2016?
Our theme is “Discover Hidden Treasure”. You could include a personal invite to the auction with your Christmas 
Cards this year! Haven’t even thought about Christmas cards yet?  Christmas is just around the corner!  An 
invitation to our Fundraising Auction makes a great gift.  It’s not too late to donate items and/or support our Auction 
with financial gifts! Call Dawn Verploegh, 485-6752 with your donation information.

Pigs-n-Blanket
Pigs-n-Blanket are available for $8.00/dozen.  We have two flavor choices -- seasoned or original!  You can find 
them in the freezer in the kitchen, so help yourself!  There is a lock box in the freezer for you to drop off your 
payment -- cash or check is accepted (Payable to Hudsonville Christian School). 

COMMUNITY NEWS

Holiday Home Run Baseball Camp
Holiday Home Run Baseball  Camp will  be held over Christmas Break!  Please mark your calendar for Monday and 
Tuesday December 28 and 29 from 9-11:30 a.m.!  It is for boys 6-9 and 10-13 years old and cost is just $65.  It is 
held "Indoors" at SportsQuest in Zeeland.   
• Details: Two days of solid baseball fundamentals taught by experienced instructors to spice up the holiday 

season.  This camp will provide players with drills/techniques in all  aspects of the game, just in time to kick off 
the winter training season!

• Instructors: are former or current college baseball players/coaches with extensive baseball  experience.  
Baseball Concepts camps are known for exceptional instruction delivered in a very organized and personalized 
way!  Our goal is to have 9 players to 1 instructor for a superior learning environment.

Sign-up soon at http://www.baseball-concepts.com/camps/

http://www.baseball-concepts.com/camps/
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Live Outdoor Christmas Nativity
Want a great way to celebrate and remember the birth of Jesus this Christmas? Take your family and friends to an 
outdoor live nativity experience on December 13 at both 4:30 and 6:15 p.m. to see the story of Christ’s Birth come 
to life outside at Hillcrest CRC, 3617 Hillcrest Road. This free community live nativity will act out the Christmas story 
from Luke 2 and will include the live animals and characters from the story.  Refreshments will be served before 
and after and kids will  receive a special gift.  In the event that the weather does not allow it to be held outside, the 
nativity will be moved indoors. 

CALENDAR

December 10 7th/8th Skating Party
December 11 5th Grade Orchestra Concert at Elementary Gym
December 15 Elementary Christmas Celebration at Fair Haven
December 17 6/7/8 Band/Orch/Choir at Fair Haven
December 18 5th Grade Band Concert in Middle School South Gym
December 21/22 Limited Busing
December 23 Christmas Break Begins
January 4 School Resumes
January 11-15 3 School Parent/Teacher Conferences (no school for 3 School Jan. 13/14)
January 13-15 7th Grade Winter Camp – Spring Hill Camp
January 21 Early Childhood Exploration Night at Elementary
January 22 End of First Semester
January 25-28 Elementary Delta Math
January 25-29 MS Exploratory Week
January 29 Report Cards Posted
February 1-5 4 School Parent/Teacher Conferences (no school for 4 School 2/4 & 2/5)
February 2 EOCS Band Concert @ Fair Haven
February 2-19 MAP Testing Window
February 4 Staff Appreciation Dinner
February 8 Winter Break (No school for students or staff)
February 9 Professional Development (No school for students)
February 18 6/7/8 Skating Party
February 20 HCS Auction
February 23, 25 Parent/Teacher Conferences
February 26 Teacher Day (no school for students)


