
December 15, 2015

Dear Parents:

Friday, December 4, was a special day at Hudsonville Christian Elementary School  for many reasons.  I am sure 
you are aware that it was Love Bazaar Day!  Students were so excited and to see them walk through the gym with 
a volunteer parent was very special. The things that made Friday special around school, however, were not just 
presents and the excitement of the morning. It was seeing so many parents and grandparents involved at school!

Early in the afternoon on that Friday, I was meeting with a family who was considering joining our school.  One of 
the statements they made was “We often ride by this school and see so many people here.”  They wondered what 
was going on.  They followed up with “We want to know if parents are welcome and encouraged to get involved at 
Hudsonville Christian?”  I smiled and said, “Let’s take a walk.”  They were amazed at the number of parents 
working with our children in the gym and the one-on-one attention each child received by teachers and parents.

I often reflect on the comment that we have probably all heard before that “it takes a village to raise our children”.  I 
would take that comment a little further and say that it takes a community of Christ followers to raise our children.

It is this same community that stops in my office from time to time and leaves gift cards on my desk with the words 
“Please spread some joy to those who need it.”  At one point, the parents I was meeting with wanted to know if we 
had any mean behavior from our students at school.  I quickly answered by telling them our children are not perfect 
but that we dealt with that sort of thing from a Christian perspective by those who care for and love them.

Yes, it takes a village and we are very blessed to be a part of that community at HCS!

Serving Him together,

Dan Pott
Superintendent

SCHOOL WIDE NEWS

Limited Busing
Next week Monday and Tuesday, December 21 and 22, will  be limited busing days because Hudsonville Public 
does not have school.  The following Hudsonville buses will be running their regular route:  25, 26, 30, 44, 47, 76, 
77, 80, 84, 88, and 89.  One additional  bus (#24) will  pick up students at Forest Grove Ref. Church at 7:00 a.m., 
Jamestown Chr. Ref. Church at 7:10 a.m. and Riley Street Middle School  at 7:15 a.m.  At the end of the day the 
bus will  drop off students at Forest Grove Ref. Church at 3:05 p.m., Jamestown Chr. Ref. at 3:15 p.m. and Riley 
Street Middle School at 3:20 p.m.  All Unity buses will be running their normal schedules.  If your child does not ride 
one of these buses mentioned above, please be sure to communicate with your student and their teacher how they 
will be getting home on these two days.  Thank you!

Christmas Break Days and Office Hours
Christmas Break for students (no school) runs from Wednesday, December 23, through Friday, January 1.  School 
resumes again Monday, January 4.  The Middle School Office will not have set hours, so please call  before you 
come to school to make sure someone is in at that time.  The Elementary Office will have the following hours:  
Thursday - Friday, December 24 & 25 – Office Closed
Monday - Wednesday, December 28 & 30 – Office open 8:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Thursday - Friday, December 31 & January 1 – Office closed



Lost and Found
Parents, we have many lost items at the elementary and middle school that were not claimed during parent/teacher 
conferences.  Please stop by the lost and found areas at each school if your child is missing a clothing item.  Items 
not claimed by December 22 will be donated to Revive.

TRIP Order Christmas Deadlines
The last day to order TRIP before Christmas in person was yesterday but you can still order online through midnight 
tomorrow, Wednesday, December 16. Orders will  be available for pickup on Monday, December 21. TRIP will be 
closed on Monday, December 28 so all orders (including online) must be placed by December 21 to be available for 
pickup on Monday, January 4.

Early Childhood Exploration Night is Coming!
If you are interested in information about 3 School, 4 School, Pre-K, Kindergarten or Kids’ Corner Childcare at HCS, 
mark your calendar for 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, January 21 to attend our Early Childhood Exploration Night at the 
elementary school.  At this parent meeting you will learn more about our 3 School, 4 School, Pre-K, and 
Kindergarten programs and also get to meet the teachers in these areas.  Details about Kids’ Corner Childcare 
(coming fall of 2016) will also be presented.  Questions about childcare can be sent to kidscorner@4hcs.org.

Caberfae Family Ski Day
Save the date of Friday, February 26 for our annual Caberfae Family Ski Day.  Sign-ups will  begin in mid-January.  
Look for more info in the January Home Communicator.  

Magazine Ordering Opportunity
Our middle school students are no longer making personal  calls and participating in the magazine fundraiser as we 
have in past years; however, we are still  offering an online ordering opportunity.  Our middle school will  receive 
40% of every dollar spent!  This is a great time of the year to renew, try a new magazine or give a subscription as a 
gift!  The link to use for ordering magazines from our HCMS school store can be found on our webpage.  Go 
to www.hudsonvillechristian.org, in the upper right hand corner click on "Ways to support HCS" and then click on 
"Fundraisers".  Thank you for your continued support in this area!

ELEMENTARY NEWS

Number/Day Schedule
December 16 Day #1  
December 17 Day #2  
December 18 Day #3  
December 21 Day #4
December 22 Day #1 

Chapel
This week Friday our students will  meet together for a Christmas Carol  Sing-Along Chapel led by second grade 
from 10:00 – 10:25.  Parents are welcome to join us!

Christmas Celebration is Tonight!
The elementary Christmas Celebration is tonight at Fair Haven Ministries beginning at 7:00.  Our students in grades 
1-5 are involved in this program.  Your child will  need to be at Fair Haven by 6:30 and should wear "nice" clothes.  
We look forward to this celebration of Christ's birth!

Christmas Break Reading Challenge
Miss Staal has challenged the elementary staff and students in Pre-K through 5th grade to the "Can You Read 
More Than Miss Staal Christmas Break Challenge".  Students will be taking home a calendar to keep track of time 
spent reading or being read to during Christmas break.  Students should return their signed calendar by 
Wednesday, January 6.  The top readers in every grade will  be recognized...along with any students who read more 
than Miss Staal!  Merry Reading!

5th Grade Band Christmas Concerts
The 5th Grade Band will hold a Christmas concert at 2 p.m. on Friday, December 18 in the middle school  south 
gym.  
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Christmas Collections
Our elementary students will be taking collections this Christmas season for the following organizations:
3 School — Love Inc. Diaper Bag Ministry
4 School — Lakeshore Pregnancy Center, Positive Options
PK/Kindergarten — Children’s Hope Chest (raising funds and awareness to build a kindergarten classroom in 
Burayu, Ethiopia)
First Grade — Kids’ Food Basket
Second Grade — Hand-2-Hand
Third Grade — Love Inc. Diaper Bag Ministry
Fourth Grade — Baxter Community Center Day Care and After School Programs
Fifth Grade — Collecting money for Kids’ Food Basket

MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS

Chapel Happenings
Thursday, December 17:  Mrs. Coallier’s guest chapel speaker will be her brother, Dr. Mark Veenstra.
Tuesday, December 22:   Praise Team #2 leads our Christmas Chapel

Hot Lunch this Wednesday, December 16 is Jet’s Pizza (Cheese or Pepperoni) for $1.50/square slice.  Assorted 
chip/snacks for $.50 each and Gatorade or canned pop for $.50 each are also available to purchase.

Friday Morning Break on December 18 we will have Sprinkles donuts on sale for $1.00 each.  

Band/Orchestra/Choir Concert This Week
Be sure you are planning to join us this week Thursday evening, December 17 for our 6th, 7th, and 8th grade band, 
choir, and orchestra Christmas concert at Fair Haven Church at 7:00 p.m.  Fair Haven Church is located at 2900 
Baldwin Street.  Orchestra students must arrive at the church at 6:25 p.m. and should meet in the gym/
multipurpose room.  Choir students must arrive at 6:35 p.m. and need to meet in the 400 wing.  Band and orchestra 
members will have their picture taken for the yearbook before the concert; the choirs will  have their picture taken for 
the yearbook immediately after the concert.

Attention 7th Grade Parents – Winter Camp is coming in January!
ALL 7th grade students received several  colored handout sheets about the Winter Camp education experience 
coming January 13, 14, and 15, 2016 this past Thursday.  Two of the forms (yellow sheet and a salmon/orange 
sheet) were due to be returned to their homeroom teacher by TODAY!  If you did not take care of this, please make 
sure to connect with the middle school office at 669-7487 and get these forms in to the school office as soon as 
possible.

Any prescription medications your child will need for Winter Camp (January 13-15) will need to be brought to the 
school  office by Friday, January 8.  Please keep this in mind during our Christmas/New Year holiday break if you 
need to obtain refills, etc.  Student meds should be in prescription bottles with the dispensing information on them. 
It is helpful to receive these meds sooner rather than later. Thank you for your cooperation!

HCMS Spirit Days Supporting our Refugee Project
So, far our middle school student leaders have planned five very successful Spirit Days for the students in our 
middle school.  These days were a fun way for students to also help to support our project to raise money for items 
needed to set up an apartment for a refugee family we will  sponsor through Bethany Christian Services.  So far, we 
have raised a total of $1,467!  We also have a beautiful growing pile of house wares and furniture that will  provide 
the family a big start in setting up their home here in Michigan.

MS Homework Hotline
Please note – if you are looking for the document that shows the homework for each grade level, you must access 
the HCS website at http://www.hudsonvillechristian.org It is NOT on the RenWeb site. To find the homework, please 
do the following:

• Go to http://www.hudsonvillechristian.org

• Click on the ‘Middle’ tab 

• Click on the ‘Homework’ tab on the left side of the page

• Click on the grade level that you need

8TH Grade Play Rehearsals
This year’s play, May The Farce Be With You”, will  begin rehearsals after the Christmas/New Year holiday break. 
Students will  find out the results of their tryouts and their roles this Friday, December 18 at the end of the school 
day.  Questions should be addressed to MaryJo Staal (mjstaal@4hcs.org) or Lexi Roode (lroode@4hcs.org).
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Christmas Project for Grade 6
The 6th grade will  be providing specific  personal  items for the refugee family HCMS is sponsoring, like clothing, 
toys, and books.  We need to get matched with a specific family to be able to do that, so our Christmas giving 
project will either be before Christmas break or in early January because we are still waiting for a match.  Please 
keep praying for the process!

Christmas Project for Grade 7
Our 7th grade will be raising money for Bibles for Uganda.  This project has been introduced to all  7th grade 
students and will run through January.  We are also planning a Candy Sale on Thursday, January 7 to help raise 
funds for this project.

Christmas Project for Grade 8
The 8th grade took pledges for the support of the refuge family HCMS will be supporting through Bethany Christian 
Services earlier this school year.  They will continue to fulfill these pledges as part of their Christmas collection.

Spelling Bee
Congratulations to the following students who will compete in the middle school  spelling bee on Wednesday, 
January 6, 2016!  6th Grade: Emma Baker, Abby Dykstra, Andrew Herweyer, Gavin Koop, Jaxson Krygsheld, Jake 
McCallum, Ella Sterken, and Faith Wassink.  7th Grade: Jordyn DeJong, Micah Huisman, Clayton Kamps, Austin 
Kooienga, Cam Land, Hannah Palmbos, Morgan Ridder, and Lydia Shaarda.  8th Grade: Jacob Buit, Jackson 
Bush, Tyler Dykstra, Grant Gulker, Jared Haverdink, Dalton Miedema, Kurtis Montsma, Shaelyn Mulder, and Jonny 
Schelhaas. The first and second place winners of the school bee will  go on to compete at the regional spelling bee 
on Tuesday, February 23.  Parents of these students will receive a letter in the mail with further details.

PARENTS’ CLUB NEWS

Turn in those BoxTops!
Are you busy baking this holiday season? Don't forget to clip those BoxTops!  We want to meet our goal and see 
Mr. Pott wearing MSU green and white, as well  as crazy hair by all the students! There are more slips across from 
the kitchen if needed.  Thanks!

Sader Supper Coming Soon!
Save the night of January 22 for the Sader Supper -- look for more details coming soon!

Save the Date for the Sweetheart Swirl
If you have a daughter in PK – 5th grade at HCS, mark your calendars for Saturday, February 13 from 6 – 9 p.m.  
We are pleased to be working on a very special  evening for the Sweetheart Swirl.  More information and invitations 
will be coming soon!

Mother/Son Event
We also have a fun mother/son event in the works!  Look for a date, time, and more information in the coming 
weeks!

Getting your Christmas Gifts Ready? 
It’s not too late to donate for our Auction.  Did you get something on sale and can’t decide who to give it too?  Then 
consider the Auction!  Got something at a Christmas Party that you were thinking of re-gifting?  We love re-gifts!  
We are always looking for donations for the auction.  We have a box setup in the Elementary office or call  Dawn 
Verploegh, 485-6752 to arrange pick up.

Pigs-n-Blanket
Pigs-n-Blanket are available for $8.00/dozen.  We have two flavor choices -- seasoned or original!  You can find 
them in the freezer in the kitchen, so help yourself!  There is a lock box in the freezer for you to drop off your 
payment -- cash or check is accepted (Payable to Hudsonville Christian School). 
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Hudsonville Little League Sign-Ups for Spring 2016 Season
Visit HudsonvilleLittleLeague.com to register now!  Little League offers two choices now for play:
• Play in the league which your residence is within the boundaries
• Play in the league which your school is within the boundaries (need to complete school waiver which 

can also be found on the HLL website in the Documents section)  
The deadline to register for Hudsonville Little League is January 13.  For questions please 
contact registrations@hudsonvillelittleleague.com or leave message at 893-9313.

Holiday Home Run Baseball Camp
Holiday Home Run Baseball  Camp will  be held over Christmas Break!  Please mark your calendar for Monday and 
Tuesday December 28 and 29 from 9-11:30 a.m.!  It is for boys 6-9 and 10-13 years old and cost is just $65.  It is 
held "Indoors" at SportsQuest in Zeeland.   
• Details: Two days of solid baseball fundamentals taught by experienced instructors to spice up the holiday 

season.  This camp will provide players with drills/techniques in all  aspects of the game, just in time to kick off 
the winter training season!

• Instructors: are former or current college baseball players/coaches with extensive baseball  experience.  
Baseball Concepts camps are known for exceptional instruction delivered in a very organized and personalized 
way!  Our goal is to have 9 players to 1 instructor for a superior learning environment.

Sign-up soon at http://www.baseball-concepts.com/camps/

CALENDAR

December 15 Elementary Christmas Celebration at Fair Haven
December 17 6/7/8 Band/Orch/Choir at Fair Haven
December 18 5th Grade Band Concert in Middle School South Gym
December 21/22 Limited Busing
December 23 Christmas Break Begins
January 4 School Resumes
January 11-15 3 School Parent/Teacher Conferences (no school for 3 School Jan. 13/14)
January 13-15 7th Grade Winter Camp – Spring Hill Camp
January 21 Early Childhood Exploration Night at Elementary
January 22 End of First Semester
January 22 Sader Supper
January 25-28 Elementary Delta Math
January 25-29 MS Exploratory Week
January 29 Report Cards Posted
February 1-5 4 School Parent/Teacher Conferences (no school for 4 School 2/4 & 2/5)
February 2 EOCS Band Concert @ Fair Haven
February 2-19 MAP Testing Window
February 4 Staff Appreciation Dinner
February 8 Winter Break (No school for students or staff)
February 9 Professional Development (No school for students)
February 18 6/7/8 Skating Party
February 20 HCS Auction
February 23, 25 Parent/Teacher Conferences
February 26 Teacher Day (no school for students)
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