
December 22, 2015

Principal’s Note:  Gifts . . .

Christmas music  – it is everywhere during the months of November and December.  I have been enjoying 
listening to it as I am sure many of you have as well.  There are such a variety of songs and renditions.  Some 
are traditional  favorites while others are more recent additions.  This past week it struck me how so many of the 
songs focus on the importance of gifts - what is wanted or wished for at Christmas.  These wishes run the full 
gamut – “my two front teeth”, “a hippopotamus”, “a white Christmas”, “peace on earth”, and so on.  These songs 
are fun to listen to and sing, and the gifts wished for make us smile.

We all remember the anticipation of receiving gifts at Christmas.  We remember the excitement of opening the 
presents from under the Christmas tree.  We didn’t pay for the gifts we were given. We didn’t earn or even 
deserve the gifts we were given.  We simply received them and opened them.  The same is true about God’s gift 
to us, which we celebrate at Christmas time.  He gave us the gift of eternal  life through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
This is a gift undeserved and certainly not earned.  It is God’s gift to us – all  we need do is receive it!  What an 
awesome and gracious God!

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given,
    and the government will be on his shoulders.

And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end.
He will reign on David’s throne

    and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it
    with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever.

Isaiah 9:6 and 7 NIV

Blessings to you as we celebrate His birth – this wonderful gift of love given from God our Father.

Serving together in Him,

Mary Broene
Middle School Principal

SCHOOL WIDE NEWS

Christmas Break Days and Office Hours
Christmas Break for students (no school) runs from Wednesday, December 23, through Friday, January 1.  
School resumes again Monday, January 4.  The Middle School Office will  not have set hours, so please call 
before you come to school to make sure someone is in at that time.  The Elementary Office will  have the 
following hours:  
Thursday - Friday, December 24 & 25 – Office Closed
Monday - Wednesday, December 28 & 30 – Office open 8:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Thursday - Friday, December 31 & January 1 – Office closed



HCS Expansion Project
Please prayerfully consider the HCS Expansion Project in your year-end giving.  We need the support of every 
parent, every grandparent, and every family, everyone in the Hudsonville Christian Community!

TRIP News
There will  be no TRIP hours next week Monday, December 28.  Any orders placed on December 21 will be 
available for pickup on Monday, January 4.There will be a TRIP information/registration meeting at the 
elementary building on Monday, January 18 at 7 p.m.   Please use the west doors by the school gym.  

Early Childhood Exploration Night is Coming!
If you are interested in information about 3 School, 4 School, Pre-K, Kindergarten or Kids’ Corner Childcare at 
HCS, mark your calendar for 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, January 21 to attend our Early Childhood Exploration Night 
at the elementary school.  At this parent meeting you will  learn more about our 3 School, 4 School, Pre-K, and 
Kindergarten programs and also get to meet the teachers in these areas.  Details about Kids’ Corner Childcare 
(coming fall of 2016) will also be presented.  Questions about childcare can be sent to kidscorner@4hcs.org.

Lost and Found
Parents, we have many lost items at the elementary and middle school  that were not claimed during parent/
teacher conferences.  Please stop by the lost and found areas at each school if your child is missing a clothing 
item.  Items not claimed by December 22 will be donated to Revive.

Caberfae Family Ski Day
Save the date of Friday, February 26 for our annual Caberfae Family Ski Day.  Sign-ups will  begin in mid-
January.  Look for more information in the January Home Communicator.  

Magazine Ordering Opportunity
Our middle school students are no longer making personal calls and participating in the magazine fundraiser as 
we have in past years; however, we are still  offering an online ordering opportunity.  Our middle school will 
receive 40% of every dollar spent!  This is a great time of the year to renew, try a new magazine or give a 
subscription as a gift!  The link to use for ordering magazines from our HCMS school store can be found on our 
webpage.  Go to www.hudsonvillechristian.org, in the upper right hand corner click on "Ways to support HCS" 
and then click on "Fundraisers".  Thank you for your continued support in this area!

ELEMENTARY NEWS

Number/Day Schedule
January 4 Day #2  
January 5 Day #3  
January 6 Day #4  

Christmas Break Reading Challenge
Miss Staal  has challenged the elementary staff and students in Pre-K through 5th grade to the "Can You Read 
More Than Miss Staal Christmas Break Challenge".  Students will be taking home a calendar to keep track of 
time spent reading or being read to during Christmas break.  Students should return their signed calendar by 
Wednesday, January 6.  The top readers in every grade will  be recognized...along with any students who read 
more than Miss Staal!  Merry Reading!

MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS

Chapel Happenings
Tuesday, January 5:   Singing Chapel with Mrs. Holwerda and Mr. Huisman leading

Important Items for 8th Grade Parents
Recently, at our dedication of the memorial  stone for David Talsma, your 8th grade son or daughter received a 
coffee mug.  Please be aware that a couple of the mugs have shattered when filled with hot liquids.  This has 
been quite upsetting for us and for our supplier!  The manufacturer of the mugs assured our supplier that they 
would be replacing our entire order of mugs.  However, to receive a replacement mug, your student must return 
the mug they received.  They do not want any of the inferior products to remain with customers, as it is a safety 
issue.  We hope to be sending more information home by email soon.  Please stay tuned and be careful with the 
current mugs.
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8th Grade Play Rehearsals
This year’s play, “May The Farce Be With You”, will  begin rehearsals after the Christmas/New Year holiday 
break. Students found out the results of their tryouts and their roles this past Friday, December 18 at the end of 
the school day.  Questions should be addressed to MaryJo Staal  (mjstaal@4hcs.org) or Lexi  Roode 
(lroode@4hcs.org).

Spelling Bee
An informational  letter has been mailed home to the parent(s) of students participating in the middle school 
spelling bee that will  take place on Wednesday, January 6.  Please notify the middle school office if you do 
not receive it.  In addition to spelling words, students should be prepared to answer a vocabulary question as 
part of the spelling bee.  The use of vocabulary questions is encouraged for practice at school-level  spelling 
bees because they are being used in the Preliminaries and Semifinals at the National Finals.  Thank you for 
supporting your student with this opportunity!

Attention 7th Grade Parents – Winter Camp is coming in January!
Any prescription medications your child will need for Winter Camp (January 13-15) will  need to be brought to the 
school  office by Friday, January 8.  Please keep this in mind during our Christmas/New Year holiday break if 
you need to obtain refills, etc.  Student prescription medications should be in prescription bottles with the 

dispensing information on it.  It is helpful to receive these meds sooner rather than later. Thank you for your 
cooperation!

PARENTS’ CLUB NEWS

Turn in those BoxTops!
Are you busy baking this holiday season? Don't forget to clip those BoxTops!  We want to meet our goal and see 
Mr. Pott wearing MSU green and white, as well as crazy hair by all the students! There are more slips across 
from the kitchen if needed.  Thanks!

Sader Supper Coming Soon!
Save the night of January 22 for the Sader Supper -- look for more details coming soon!

Save the Date for the Sweetheart Swirl
If you have a daughter in PK – 5th grade at HCS, mark your calendars for Saturday, February 13 from 6 – 9 p.m.  
We are pleased to be working on a very special evening for the Sweetheart Swirl.  More information and 
invitations will be coming soon!

Mother/Son Event
We also have a fun mother/son event in the works!  Look for a date, time, and more information in the coming 
weeks!

Getting your Christmas Gifts Ready? 
It’s not too late to donate for our Auction.  Did you get something on sale and can’t decide who to give it to?  
Then consider the Auction!  Did you get something at a Christmas Party that you were thinking of re-gifting?  We 
love re-gifts!  We are always looking for donations for the auction.  We have a box setup in the Elementary office 
or call Dawn Verploegh, 485-6752 to arrange pick up.

COMMUNITY NEWS

Hudsonville Little League Sign-Ups for Spring 2016 Season
Visit HudsonvilleLittleLeague.com to register now!  Little League offers two choices now for play:
• Play in the league which your residence is within the boundaries
• Play in the league which your school  is within the boundaries (need to complete this school  waiver 

which can also be found on the HLL website in the Documents section)  
The deadline to register for Hudsonville Little League is January 13.  For questions please 
contact registrations@hudsonvillelittleleague.com or leave message at 893-9313.
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Holiday Home Run Baseball Camp
Holiday Home Run Baseball  Camp will be held over Christmas Break!  Please mark your calendar for Monday 
and Tuesday December 28 and 29 from 9-11:30 a.m.!  It is for boys 6-9 and 10-13 years old and cost is just $65.  
It is held "Indoors" at SportsQuest in Zeeland.   
• Details: Two days of solid baseball  fundamentals taught by experienced instructors to spice up the holiday 

season.  This camp will provide players with drills/techniques in all aspects of the game, just in time to kick off 
the winter training season!

• Instructors: are former or current college baseball players/coaches with extensive baseball experience.  
Baseball Concepts camps are known for exceptional instruction delivered in a very organized and 
personalized way!  Our goal is to have 9 players to 1 instructor for a superior learning environment.

Sign-up soon at http://www.baseball-concepts.com/camps/

CALENDAR

December 23 Christmas Break Begins
January 4 School Resumes
January 11-15 3 School Parent/Teacher Conferences (no school for 3 School Jan. 13/14)
January 13-15 7th Grade Winter Camp – Spring Hill Camp
January 18 TRIP Information/Registration Meeting, 7 p.m. at Elementary
January 21 Early Childhood Exploration Night at Elementary
January 22 End of First Semester
January 22 Sader Supper
January 25-28 Elementary Delta Math
January 25-29 MS Exploratory Week
January 29 Report Cards Posted
February 1-5 4 School Parent/Teacher Conferences (no school for 4 School 2/4 & 2/5)
February 2 EOCS Band Concert @ Fair Haven
February 2-19 MAP Testing Window
February 4 Staff Appreciation Dinner
February 8 Winter Break (No school for students or staff)
February 9 Professional Development (No school for students)
February 18 6/7/8 Skating Party
February 20 HCS Auction
February 23, 25 Parent/Teacher Conferences
February 26 Teacher Day (no school for students)
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