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“I’m coming back to the heart of worship and it’s 
all about You, all about You, Jesus.  I’m sorry, Lord, 
for the thing I’ve made it when it’s all about You, 
all about You, Jesus*.”  The words of Matt 
Redman’s song, “The Heart of Worship” very 
clearly answer the question “Why Worship?”  We 
b e l i e ve t h e wo r s h i p 
experiences at HCS are so 
very important to the 
chi ldren’s educat iona l 
experiences and are at the 
very heart of our mission 
statement: Challenging 
Minds and Lives for Christ.

How many times have we 
left worship experiences 
and made the statement 
that we received a lot from 
that experience; or maybe 
the opposite, that we did not receive much?  We 
believe it is very important that all of our students 
understand it is not all about what we receive but 
much more about what we give back to God.  
During these experiences at school, we want 
students to see the connection between what we 
learn in our classrooms, practice in our daily lives, 
and live out with our families each day.

Certainly, faith formation and development occurs 
at all ages and we attempt through these worship 

exper i ence s to 
reach each child 
through a variety of 
e x p e r i e n c e s .  
Through worship, 
we also want our 
c h i l d r e n t o 
understand that 
o u r f a i t h i s 
integrated in all 
a spec t s o f our 
education.  We 

work very hard to make sure our students 
understand both before and after these 
experiences what the message means for them 
and how it may impact their life each day, both in 
and out of school.  The dynamics of worshiping 
together with classmates is vital in teaching our 

children that, although we are 
all uniquely made in His 
image, we are all one in Him.  
It is for this reason as well we 
encourage our community to 
experience worship together 
with us.  Many times these 
group experiences can affect 
our individual worship habits 
as well. Partnering with 
parents, church and school is 
our mission.  Worship 
experiences at our school are 
also an avenue of where we 

believe we can witness to others. Opening up our 
chapels and even bringing our chapels to others, 
such as outreach programs, is yet another way we 
allow the Holy Spirit to work through us to 
impact others for Him.

Maybe the most important reason we believe 
worship is so important for all of us is because 
God asks it of  us.  Repeatedly in the Bible, He 
proclaims this.  Psalm 96:9 “Worship the Lord in 
splendor of holiness” or Psalm 29:2 “Ascribe to 
the Lord the glory due His name; worship the 
Lord.”  Worshiping in this way is just one more 
way we can honor Him.

If  you have never had the opportunity to worship 
with us at the elementary or middle school 
buildings, we hope you can find the time in the 
near future to do so.  We hope you, too, will be 
able to experience “The Heart of Worship” and 
understand why we worship at HCS.
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Why Worship?

“I’ll bring you more than a song, for a 
song in itself is not what You have 
required.  You search much deeper 
within, through the way things appear, 
You’re looking into my heart*.”

*words	  by	  Matt	  Redman,	  CCLI	  Song	  #2296522	  ©	  

1999	  Thankyou	  Music	  (admin	  by	  EMI	  Christian	  

Music	  Publishing).	  CCLI	  License	  #1597619
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Teacher Reflections on Worship…

This year the students and staff of Hudsonville Christian 
School have had several opportunities to worship together 
as a school in the form of whole school, PreKindergarten - 
second grade, and third  - fifth grade chapels. These are 
times when we gather with our friends and classmates to 
worship God through prayer and Bible reading, to praise 
Him with singing, and to learn something new about who 
God is or how He wants us to live. Often, the teachers 
receive an email in  advance from the chapel committee 
stating what the focus of the chapel will be and ways that 
we can prepare our students’ hearts and minds ahead of 
time. We can ask questions to get them thinking and 
encourage discussion  about the topic. When the students 
head into the gym for chapel, they have some background 
knowledge and are ready to receive the message God 
wants them to hear.  Back in our classrooms after chapel, 
we talk about what we heard and what we learned and how 
it might affect our lives. All of this preparation and 
discussion, in addition to the worship experience itself, 
helps our students grow in their faith and knowledge of 
God.

One very powerful thing about these chapels is that grade 
levels and classes have opportunities to participate and even 
lead the student body in  worship.  Students can be part of a 
chapel in  a variety of ways—they can pray, read Bible 
verses, share things they’ve written, sing, act out a story, or 
lead the motions to a song. When my class led a whole 
school chapel earlier this year, they were very excited to 
share what they had learned in our classroom about self-
control with the rest of the kids.  As we prepared for the 
chapel in our classroom, we prayed that God would speak 
through us and use us to help people grow closer to Him.

On the morning of our chapel, not even the hours of 
practice we had put into it could keep the nerves away.  We 
prayed that God would give us peace about doing our parts 
and that He would help us remember that the chapel wasn’t 
about us, but about Him. We prayed that our message 
would come through loud and clear no matter how 
nervous we were or what troubles we might have.  This was 
such an authentic way for my students to see how God is 
so much a part of our everyday lives and how we can come 
to Him with anything that worries us.    

As a class, we were blessed to receive several emails from 
teachers after our chapel, stating that they had discussed 
the topic of self-control with  their classes or that they were 
moved by one of the songs we sang. Some of those 
comments included:

“God is good!   It brought tears to my eyes 
watching the first graders singing how much 
they need God.”

 “I had a fun discussion with my kids afterwards 
about the amount of self-control a fifth grader 
should have compared to a first grader!  We 
also discussed how we can't always have self-
control on our own so we need to pray and ask 
for God's help.”

“As a class we ended up talking about having 
self-control in prayer and how we sometimes 
get into the rut of praying 'selfish" prayers and 
how sometimes we need to control our 
thoughts during prayer.  I think that this 
discussion will definitely form our thoughts in 
the way we pray for the rest of the year.”

When I shared these responses with my first graders, they 
just beamed.  They were excited to know that the message 
they had shared helped others. It was a truly awesome 
experience to feel God’s Spirit working through us to bless 
someone else.  What a privilege to be a part of a 
community that encourages worship and nurtures the faith 
of our students!
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Elementary Preparation

Worship is a big deal.  It is something God has wired 
each one of us to do, and it is something that we do 
without even thinking about it.  It is a major goal at 
Hudsonville Christian to guide and direct this worship 
intentionally to the one who deserves it, our Lord and 
Creator.  With the busyness of the school day, it is a 
challenge to quiet the thoughts and dust off the stress of 
the day and leave those thoughts at the door.  This is 
even a challenge as adults, so we are very intentional in 
not only the planning of each chapel, but also the 
preparation in going into worship time as well.  

The chapel committee, which is made up of a handful of 
staff members, gather each month to plan, pray for, and 
discuss chapel topics.  These topics can either follow the 
church calendar or follow the promptings of the Spirit.  
Before worship each week, an email is sent out to staff 
explaining what the theme will focus on so they can 
prepare students’ hearts and minds.  The elementary has 
had students from first through fifth grade leading 
worship and planning for this time.  Because students 
have expressed so much interest in leading worship, the 
Fifth Grade Chapel Leadership Team has been formed to 
plan chapels and discuss what they can do to impact 
others’ lives for Christ even when they are not leading 
worship.  This group is made up of 40 fifth graders that 
went through an application process to join the team.  

Students and teachers alike are in constant prayer over 
our Friday worship experiences, that our hearts and 
minds would be open, that we would hear God’s voice, 
and that we would leave changed by the Spirit.  God has 
answered that prayer each week, and because He is a 
faithful God, we trust that He will continue to move in 
unexpected and exciting ways and Hudsonville Christian.  

Fifth Grade Chapel 
Leadership Team

Elementary students turned their attention 
on God and left their busy thoughts in a box 
before chapel.
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How Worship is Integrated and 
Integral

Psalm 150 expresses many different ways to worship 
God, to “Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet, 
praise him with the harp and lyre, praise him with the 
strings and pipe...” the Psalmist goes on.  There are many 
ways to express worship to God, and this worship can 
stem from many experiences.  Maybe a student learns how 
God creates order out of chaos in a Bible lesson, but then 
observes those orderly patterns in math and gets an idea 
for a chapel that can be carried out by a homeroom.  A 
literature circle might notice a truth in a story they are 
reading together that talks about how to treat each other 
with dignity and respect that might spark a skit idea to 
share with the school in worship.  In essence, we “praise 
him with the orderly math, praise him with the truths in 
good literature.”  Because many of the chapels at the 
elementary are student led, the worship permeates all 
aspects of learning.  It doesn’t end when they leave the 
designated chapel time on Friday mornings.

The chapel committee is intentional in providing an 
opportunity for the students to process each time after 
worship is held at the elementary.  Even every singing 
chapel has a theme, and is something that God uses to 
speak to us and continue to renew our minds by focusing 
on His truths.  Every week before chapel, the committee 
sends out an email to describe the theme of the chapel 
and gives questions to help the students process what 
happened during the worship time and dig a little deeper 
in thought as to what that might mean for them in their 

faith walk.  The goal of each worship experience is to 
gather in the presence of God and allow ourselves to be 
changed by Him to then bring change to the world 
outside of the “chapel walls” within the school and beyond 
the walls of Hudsonville Christian as a whole.  
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 Kate DeKock 

It’s important to me because I feel like it’s getting to know God 
in a unique way.  Not just reading the Bible, but having an 
opportunity to be one-on-one with Him.  I like worshiping as a 
school; with the entire community, not just my peers.  

I enjoy planning in the chapel leadership team because you get 
to plan it, and prepare, instead of worshiping simply in the 
moment.  You get to lead other people in worship along with 
being lead.  My experiences in chapel leadership team have 
made each worship experience more impactful because I 
understand the thought and work that goes into planning each 
chapel.

Sam Meyer

I like praising God because He died for my sins.   Worship is 
important to do during school because God is our hero.   I 
know in my heart that God is with me all day, and it is important 
to stop and recognize that.

A chapel that really impacted me was one last year that was 
about respect.   Miss Staal dropped an egg that represented a 
person’s feelings and how they’re easily broken.   I learned that 
God calls us to respect others and that it’s hard to take back 
something you say.  People are fragile.  

Jordyn DeJong

Since God is ruler over everything it is important that we 
worship Him.   It is important to worship at school because we 
are called to worship Him all day every day.  

I like worship because you can be yourself.  

A chapel that impacted me was our class chapel in 4th grade.  
Our message was all about wanting more of God.   This 
impacted me because it made me want more of God every day.  
It was also a lot of fun to join together as a class to plan a 
chapel.  This built up the community of our class. 

Josh Schnyder

Praise isn’t even enough for what Christ did for us by dying for 
us.  You don’t just have to worship at church, you can worship in 
all kinds of ways, in Bible, in class, through singing, it’s just 
another way to connect with God.  Worship is also another way 
to connect with others in community and teach others through 
example how to worship.  

The chapel that made the most of an impact on me was the one 
about distractions.  It reminded me that I should try working on 
not getting distracted.   I get distracted a lot, and this chapel 
reminded me that I need to spend more time focused only on 
Him.   It’s not about watching TV, homework, video games, or 
friends, it’s about God.  

My time on the Chapel Leadership Team has changed me; it 
helped me to see the Bible as being more interesting.   It gets 
me excited!   Because it is coming to life, I’m able to apply it to 
my life more.  

Jennette Frens

We’re not perfect, we worship out of our brokenness and God 
still accepts it.   It is important to stay connected to God when 
we’re young, so that we can continue to stay connected as we 
get older too.   God gave us life, and everything we have, so we 
should give back to through our praise.  

Last year, we had a chapel about God’s creation.   The chapel 
taught me to respect the beauty He has set in place.   Mr. 
Schnyders talked about how much he enjoyed being in nature 
and in God’s creation.   God worked day and night without 
stopping, and made beautiful things that sometimes we ignore.  
It is our calling as Christians to not only stop and notice the 
beauty, but notice the creator of the beauty as well.  

Once I joined Chapel Leadership Team, I realized that there is a 
lot of work that goes into planning each chapel, and that has 
helped my attitude going into each time of  worship.   I’m more 
respectful and focused on the message.   Even during family 
devotions, I pay attention more.  

Student Reflections - Why worship is important: 
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Tuesday and Thursday mornings are a highlight at Hudsonville 
Christian Middle School - we have chapel!   Students fill the 
hallways walking to our gym, eager to sing praises and hear 
God’s word.   There is a quiet energy as students take their 
seats, waiting for chapel to begin.  We always begin with a call to 
worship, which focuses us and brings our attention to God.  
Each year, we have a call to worship that reflects the year’s 
theme so that we may be reminded of our spotlight for the 
school year.  We also begin with singing a gathering song or two 
to help prepare our hearts for hearing God’s Word.

At the middle school, we are led by a variety of  people and 
groups.  Sometimes we have pastors or other guests from the 
community who share God’s Word with us.   Also, each 
individual teacher is asked to prepare a chapel (or bring in a 
guest of their choice), as well as each homeroom is expected to 
lead a chapel.  Homeroom chapels often feature skits - which 
are a highlight for the students.  Once a month, we also have a 
singing chapel led by Mrs. Hollenbach and student praise teams.  
What a joy it is to see students leading worship for their peers.

Chapel is special because it provides a unique opportunity for 
students to grow in their Christian walk.   It is different than a 
church service in that each chapel is prepared with middle 
school students in mind.  The messages that are shared reach 
the heart of  where middle schoolers are spiritually.   It is also 
different than Bible class in that people share stories and songs 
of  the faith that encourage spiritual growth in a new and fresh 
and personal way.   Chapel offers an opportunity for teachers 
and other guests to share their personal faith journey with 
middle school students, which can guide their Christian walk 
with God.  When asked about how chapel has encouraged their 
faith walk, students responded:

“Chapel has improved my walk with God by 
learning that I’m worth it.”

 “I think the songs help me to remember God.”

“Chapel has helped me because I have grown 
closer to God by listening more to Him.”

“Chapel has made me read the Bible more.” 

“Chapel has encouraged me to do devotions 
more.” 
 

Chapel has become an integral part of life at Hudsonville 
Christian Middle School.  It draws us together each week as a 

community to share our 
joys and sorrows and 
encourage one another in 
our spiritual journeys.  
The messages shared 
challenge us to walk 
closer to Him every day.

Middle School Chapels

Student Reflections

“I like it when we sing.  The songs echo 
through my head all day.  I like it when we 
can get ‘into the songs’.”

“Chapel gives me a chance to praise God.”

“I like all the different messages and people 
that come.  I’ve learned that God is very 
powerful and loves us more than we 
understand.”

“I’ve learned to journal about chapel after 
chapel and tell what I learned.”

"I love all the middle school chapels we 
have! I think it is amazing that we go to a 
school where we can all come together and 
worship God. The songs that we sing are 
really good. They make me know that God 
is in the room with everyone watching 
over everyone and listening to us worship 
Him. Speakers that come in always have 
amazing ways that God has impacted on 
their life. Everyone who comes and speaks 
has learned something from all the hard 
times and something good always comes 
out of it. Skits at chapel are a fun way to 
learn about God. Also I like how they 
teach no matter what someone looks like 
everyone is equal and God made them in 
His image." - Paige Heemstra
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Middle School Chapel Themes

The schedule for chapels is intentionally designed to provide a 
variety of worship experiences.  At the end of the school year, 
Jess Hollenbach, music teacher, Praise Team facilitator and 
chapel coordinator, and Mary Broene,  Middle School Principal, 
meet to make the chapel schedule. Throughout the school year 
chapels are led by local pastors, youth ministers, and other 
adults from the greater Hudsonville community.  In addition, 
music groups, groups of high school students, our middle 
school Praise Teams, and other performing groups facilitate the 
worship. Each homeroom plans and leads in chapel worship; 
every middle school staff member also facilitates a chapel 
throughout the school year. 

Many of  our chapels focus on the school theme for that year 
and help us to dig deeper into God’s Word so we can hear His 
message.  As mentioned above, we strive to provide chapels 
that provide a variety of experiences.  Our school theme for 
this year is ‘The Power of the Word’. In chapel this school year 
we have used Lectio Divina.  Lectio Divina is an approach to 
reading Scripture that opens us to an encounter with God 
within the biblical text. It is an example of formational reading 
rather than informational reading.  It is an approach to listen to 
what God is saying specifically to you through the word. After 
a time of quietness and preparation, Lectio follows four simple 
steps for listening to/for God:  reading Scripture; reflecting; 
responding; receiving.  At the end of the Lectio Divina we then 
plan a time of practicing – following through on what each of 
us heard God say to us. These times using Lectio Divina in a 
whole school chapel have been powerful.  Homeroom teachers 
have also used Lectio Divina in their individual classrooms. 

Leading Worship 
in Sixth Grade

Because it is important for 
our students to see their 
peers leading worship and 
not just adults, Hudsonville 
Christian offers students the 
opportunity to step up and 
show spiritual leadership by 
contributing in the planning of 
homeroom chapels.   They 
participate in planning the chapel theme, leading in prayer, 
acting in skits, and choosing scripture and songs.   Some 
students really discover their God-given talent for leadership in 
this area. 

Sixth graders also have the option to lead a chapel for the 
women and children at Mel Trotter Ministries.  They sing, pray, 
and share reflections on their favorite scripture passages.   The 
residents enjoy the enthusiasm and sincerity that our students 
show in leading worship.   This also gives our students an 
opportunity to step out of their comfort zones and 
demonstrate the love of Christ.   Each year after our first Mel 
Trotter chapel, the students ask to return so that they can re-
experience the joy that comes from leading worship in this 
way.  It is powerful!

Students reflecting on God’s Word 
during a Lectio Divina chapel.

Sixth grade students leading chapel at Mel Trotter Ministries.

"God can use me to serve even though I’m only 
12!   I went to Mel Trotter Ministries to sing to 
the homeless.  We sang to women and children.  
Some children were small and some teenagers.  I 
loved it because I was expecting them to sit and 
listen.  But they were really into it.  They really 
were feeling God’s loving presence in them.   I 
saw one lady towards the beginning sitting there 
holding her head like she had a headache.  But 
towards the end she was holding her hand up 
shouting God’s praises!  I saw God’s love form in 
her and urge in her to do it.  That was amazing!  
I saw God’s work in her heart!"  - Jackson Bush



Elementary - 10:00 AM 

in Elementary Gym

March 14 - PK - 5 Chapel

March 21 - K-2 Singing Chapel

March 28 - PK - 5 Chapel

April 18 - PK - 8 Chapel at Unity Christian

April 25 - PK - 5 Chapel

May 9 - K - 2 Singing Chapel

May 16 - PK - 5 Chapel
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If you have never had the opportunity to worship with us at the elementary or middle school buildings, 
we hope you can find the time in the near future to do so.  We hope you, too, will be able to experience 
“The Heart of Worship” and understand why we worship at HCS.

Middle School  - 7:55 AM 

in MS South Gym

March 11 - Chapel led by Mrs. Mary Prins

March 13 - Chapel led by Mrs. Sietsema’s homeroom

March 18 - Chapel led by Pastor John Chism 

March 20 - Chapel led by Mrs. Janet Prins

March 25 - Chapel led by Pastor Bob Huisman

March 27 - Chapel led by Mr. Huisman’s homeroom

April 1 - Chapel led by Mrs. Heerspink

April 3 - Chapel led by Praise Team

April 15 - Singing Chapel 

April 17 - Chapel led by Jenison Christian

Upcoming Chapels

Staff Reflections on chapel 

• “I love starting my day off by singing praises to my God, because it helps me get my priorities straight and it gets me to 
focus on my Lord rather than my petty concerns for the day.”

• “Singing praises to God and worshiping as a school always energizes my day!”

• “Chapel helps to center my soul.”

http://www.hudsonvillechristian.org
http://www.hudsonvillechristian.org

