
January 5, 2016

Dear Parents:

Happy New Year!  It really is hard to believe another year has passed.  As a child, I remember watching the “ball 
drop” at midnight and being somewhat amazed at the fact that we were now in a whole new year.  Trivial, I 
know, but at the age of 5 or 6, such things can be a big deal!

On January 1, 2016, I may look at things just a little differently.  Over time, I have learned to appreciate each day 
that He has given to me and realize it truly is a gift from Him.  I have learned to step back and reflect on the 
blessings, both personally and also as a school.

One of the things I always work on during Christmas break is the budget for the upcoming school year.  This 
process really helps to give great perspective on how far we have come and also helps us to have vision for the 
future.  The process, though tedious at times, really helps me to see “big picture” when at times we can become 
bogged down in the important, yet tedious, details.

While monetary budgeting, reflection, and goal  setting are important tasks, I believe focusing on the spiritual 
side of reflection and goals is of even greater importance, both personally and as a school.  While reading 
through a few Christian leaders’ articles the other day, I was struck by these comments:

1. We should love students the way God loves students and love our neighbors as ourselves … live 
beyond ourselves.

2. Stay focused on what really matters.  I would add, we have been challenged in many ways to be 
“Difference Makers”.

3. Never give up.  Run the race with endurance.

Rest assured that Hudsonville Christian will  continue to focus on what really matters – standing firm in God’s 
Word yet moving forward in our mission of challenging minds and lives for Him.

Serving Him together,

Dan Pott
Superintendent

SCHOOL WIDE NEWS

TRIP Information/Registration Meeting
There will  be a TRIP information/registration meeting at the elementary building on Monday, January 18 at 7 
p.m.   Please use the west doors by the school gym.  

End of Semester/Report Cards
Friday, January 22 marks the end of the first semester for our students.  Report cards will be either sent out (3 
School and 4 School) or posted online for students in grades PK - 8 on Friday, January 29.  



Early Childhood Exploration Night!
If you are interested in information about 3 School, 4 School, Pre-K, Kindergarten or Kids’ Corner Childcare at 
HCS, mark your calendar for 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, January 21 to attend our Early Childhood Exploration Night 
at the elementary school.  At this parent meeting you will  learn more about our 3 School, 4 School, Pre-K, and 
Kindergarten programs and also get to meet the teachers in these areas.  Details about Kids’ Corner Childcare 
(coming fall of 2016) will also be presented.  Questions about childcare can be sent to kidscorner@4hcs.org.

Tuition Assistance – FACTS Program
Hudsonville Christian will again be participating in FACTS, a grant application program.  Families who wish to 
apply for tuition assistance will  need to use the FACTS application format online via a confidential website 
(paper applications will also be available).  The $30 per application fee will  be paid by HCS.  The FACTS 
organization will analyze the information of each applicant.  Through FACTS, HCS has the ability to more evenly 
distribute available tuition assistance funds based upon factual information the families provide in the 
application.  Parents who have children in more than one EOCS school need only to fill out the application one 
time — the information will  be available to the schools where their children attend.  The FACTS online website 
application is available now.  Please contact FACTS at 1-866-315-9262 with any questions.  The deadline for 
submitting this application is March 30.

Caberfae Family Ski Day
Save the date of Friday, February 26 for our annual Caberfae Family Ski Day.  Sign-ups will  begin in mid-
January.  Look for more info in the January Home Communicator.  

Chocolate Chip Cookies will  be sold at both the elementary and middle school this Friday morning, January 8 
for $.25 each.  The proceeds from the cookie sale benefit the efforts of our HCS Global Awareness Committee. 

Brain Busters Game Club
Does your child love to play board games?  If yes, consider signing up for the Brain Busters Game Club.  This 
will  be offered to 5th-8th graders on Thursdays for four weeks starting on January 21.  It will  take place in the 
elementary library from right after school until  4:30.  You can find an information sheet at this link, and can 
contact Sharon Leerar (sleerar@4hcs.org) or Janine Dekker (jdekker@4hcs.org) with any questions.

ELEMENTARY NEWS

Number/Day Schedule
January 6 Day #4  January 11  Day #3
January 7 Day #1  January 12  Day #4
January 8 Day #2  January 13  Day #1

PK-2 Singing on Friday
On Friday morning our PK-2nd grade elementary students will come together for a time of singing from 10:00—
10:25 in the elementary gym.  Parents are welcome to join us!

Christmas Break Reading Challenge
Students who participated in the "Can You Read More Than Miss Staal? Christmas Break Challenge” should 
return calendars with their name, grade and parents’ signature on them by tomorrow.  The top readers in every 
grade will be recognized...along with any students who read more than Miss Staal!  

MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS
Chapel Happenings
Thursday, January 7:   Mr. Dave Doll leads chapel
Tuesday, January 12:   Mr. Al Rottman’s 8C homeroom leads chapel

Hot Lunch this week Wednesday, January 6 will be Arby’s Roast Beef Sandwich for $1.75 each.  Assorted chip 
selection for $.50 each.  Assorted canned pop or Gatorade flavors for $.50 each.

A Special Morning Break Candy Sale will take place on Thursday, January 7.  This sale is sponsored by our 
7th grade Christian Service class and the profits from the sale will be donated to the 7th grade Christmas project 
to collect money for Bibles for Uganda.
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Spelling Bee
An informational  letter has been mailed home to the parent(s) of students participating in the middle school 
spelling bee that takes place this week Wednesday, January 6 beginning at 12:05 in the middle school library.

Attention 7th Grade Parents – Winter Camp Items
Any prescription medications your child will need for Winter Camp next week (January 13-15) will need to be 
brought to the school office by Friday, January 8.  Student prescription meds should be in prescription bottles 
marked with your child’s name and dispensing information.  Thank you for your cooperation!

Also, yesterday each 7th grade student was given a packet of information about the upcoming Winter Camp: 
what items to pack, what items NOT to bring along, etc.  ALL PARENTS SHOULD REQUEST TO SEE THIS 

INFORMATION!

Important Items for 8th Grade Parents
At our dedication of the memorial  stone for David Talsma your 8th grade son or daughter received a coffee mug.  
Please be aware that a couple of the mugs have shattered when filled with hot liquids.  This has been quite 
upsetting for us and for our supplier!  The manufacturer of the mugs assured our supplier that they would be 
replacing our entire order of mugs.  However, to receive a replacement mug, your student must return the mug 
they received.  They do not want any of the inferior products to remain with customers, as it is a safety issue.  
We hope to be sending more information home by email  soon.  Please stay tuned and be careful with the 
current mugs.

PARENTS’ CLUB NEWS

Sader Supper Coming Soon!
The Sader Supper will be held on January 22 beginning at 5 p.m.  Plan to join HCS families for dinner followed 
by basketball  games at Unity.  Please register using the flyer that was sent home with your child or online 
at rsvp@4hcs.org

COMMUNITY NEWS

Baseball/Softball Training
Interested in private (one on one) hitting or pitching lessons? Baseball Concepts has you covered!  The lessons 
will  feature video analysis and rates that are very friendly for 'family budgets'.  We are offering training for both 
baseball and softball.  We have indoor space in Zeeland and are offering lessons now!  For more information 
contact (616) 212-8788 or baseballconcepts@gmail.com

Hudsonville Little League Sign-Ups for Spring 2016 Season
Visit HudsonvilleLittleLeague.com to register now!  Little League offers two choices now for play:
• Play in the league which your residence is within the boundaries
• Play in the league which your school  is within the boundaries (need to complete this school  waiver 

which can also be found on the HLL website in the Documents section)  
The deadline to register for Hudsonville Little League is January 13.  For questions please 
contact registrations@hudsonvillelittleleague.com or leave message at 893-9313.

IF:Hudsonville Event Coming 
On February 5 and 6, Evergreen Ministries in Hudsonville is hosting an IF:Hudsonville event that is part of a 
global gathering to gather, equip, and unleash women to live out their calling.  This two day event will live stream 
the IF:Gathering conference from Austin, Texas where women will be challenged by Christian leaders such as 
Jennie Allen, Ann Voskamp, Christine Caine, Jen Hatmaker, and Angie Smith.  It will be an amazing event!  
We’d love to have you join us!  For more information visit https://egm.org/if/ or email us at 
ifhudsonville@gmail.com
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CALENDAR

January 11-15 3 School Parent/Teacher Conferences (no school for 3 School Jan. 13/14)
January 13-15 7th Grade Winter Camp – Spring Hill Camp
January 18 TRIP Information/Registration Meeting, 7 p.m. at Elementary
January 21 Early Childhood Exploration Night at Elementary
January 22 End of First Semester
January 22 Sader Supper
January 25-28 Elementary Delta Math
January 25-29 MS Exploratory Week
January 29 Report Cards Posted
February 1-5 4 School Parent/Teacher Conferences (no school for 4 School 2/4 & 2/5)
February 2 EOCS Band Concert @ Fair Haven
February 2-19 MAP Testing Window
February 4 Staff Appreciation Dinner
February 8 Winter Break (No school for students or staff)
February 9 Professional Development (No school for students)
February 18 6/7/8 Skating Party
February 20 HCS Auction
February 23, 25 Parent/Teacher Conferences
February 26 Teacher Day (no school for students)


