
January 12, 2016

Principal’s Note:  Epiphany – Jesus – Light of the World!

“You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a 
bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light 
shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.”

Matthew 5:14-15 NIV

We have all experienced epiphanies in our lives – a moment when you suddenly see or understand something in a 
new way or a very clear way; an illuminating discovery or realization; a flash of recognition in which someone or 
something is seen in a new light. For Christians, January 6 was the beginning of Epiphany. Our ‘epiphany’ is not a 
moment but is stretched out throughout a season. This is the season celebrating the revelation of our Savior, the 
light of the world. Epiphany is encompasses several events and themes in Jesus’ life:  the journey and visit of the 
Magi; Jesus’ baptism; the beginning of Jesus’ ministry of signs and wonders. It continues revealing more about 
Jesus as He calls the disciples, continues His teachings, performs more miracles and finally His transfiguration. 
Throughout this season it unveils the fuller dimensions of and uniqueness of Christ – our epiphany.

A strong message from Jesus woven throughout Epiphany is that we are called to let our light shine before others. 
God calls us to go out into the world - both near and far - to be witness and messengers of His story. As we 
continue through this season, let us not forget our calling to be bearers of the light of Jesus – to be difference 
makers – and look for ways and opportunities to share the wonderful message of His love. “For God, who said, ‘Let 
light shine out of darkness,’  made his light shine in our hearts to five us the light of knowledge of God’s glory 
displayed in the face of Christ.” 2 Cor. 4:6 NIV

Serving Together as Bearers of His Light,

Mary Broene
Middle School Principal

SCHOOL WIDE NEWS

TRIP Information/Registration Meeting
There will be a TRIP information/registration meeting at the elementary building on Monday, January 18 at 7 p.m.   
Please use the west doors by the school gym.  

End of Semester/Report Cards
Friday, January 22 marks the end of the first semester for our students.  Report cards will be either sent out (3 
School and 4 School) or posted on line for students in grades PK - 8 on Friday, January 29.  

Early Childhood Exploration Night!
If you are interested in information about 3 School, 4 School, Pre-K, Kindergarten or Kids’ Corner Childcare at HCS, 
mark your calendar for 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, January 21 to attend our Early Childhood Exploration Night at the 
elementary school.  At this parent meeting you will learn more about our 3 School, 4 School, Pre-K, and 
Kindergarten programs and also get to meet the teachers in these areas.  Details about Kids’ Corner Childcare 
(coming fall of 2016) will also be presented.  Questions about childcare can be sent to kidscorner@4hcs.org.
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Volunteers Needed!
Have a passion for HCS?  Want to help share what God is doing at HCS?  Early Childhood Exploration night on 
January 21 needs more volunteers.  Please help us welcome those considering HCS by volunteering to serve.  
Contact Rachel Landstra at rlandstra@4hcs.org if you are able to help!

Tuition Assistance – FACTS Program
Hudsonville Christian will  again be participating in FACTS, a grant application program.  Families who wish to apply 
for tuition assistance will need to use the FACTS application format online via a confidential  website (paper 
applications will  also be available).  The $30 per application fee will be paid by HCS.  The FACTS organization will 
analyze the information of each applicant.  Through FACTS, HCS has the ability to more evenly distribute available 
tuition assistance funds based upon factual  information the families provide in the application.  Parents who have 
children in more than one EOCS school need only to fill out the application one time — the information will  be 
available to the schools where their children attend.  The FACTS online website application is available now.  
Please contact FACTS at 1-866-315-9262 with any questions.  The deadline for submitting this application is March 
31.

Changes to Unity Bus Schedule Next Week
Next week Unity Christian has shorter school days due to exams, so HCS students who ride a Unity bus will be 
affected.  
• Monday, January 18 -- No morning busing
• Tuesday, January 19 through Thursday, January 21 – No afternoon busing
• Friday, January 22 – No Unity busing all day

Caberfae Family Ski Day
Save the date of Friday, February 26 for our annual Caberfae Family Ski  Day.  Look for more information coming in 
the Home Communicator soon!

Brain Busters Game Club
Does your child love to play board games?  If yes, consider signing up for the Brain Busters Game Club.  This will 
be offered to 5th-8th graders on Thursdays for four weeks starting on January 21.  It will  take place in the elementary 
library from right after school  until 4:30.  You can find an information sheet on our website, and can contact Sharon 
Leerar (sleerar@4hcs.org) or Janine Dekker (jdekker@4hcs.org) with any questions.

ELEMENTARY NEWS

Number/Day Schedule
January 13 Day #4  
January 14 Day #1  
January 15 Day #2  
January 18 Day #3
January 19 Day #4
January 20 Day #1

Chapel on Friday
On Friday morning our elementary students will  come together for chapel from 10:00—10:25 in the elementary 
gym.  Parents are welcome to join us!

Sweetheart Swirl - February 13
Invitations went home with the Pre-K through 5th grade girls last week.  Please send your RSVP back with payment 
as soon as possible.  Deadline is January 25!  We are looking forward to a memorable night in Paris, for our HCS 
girls and their sweethearts!

MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS

Chapel Happenings
Thursday, January 14 Grade 7 students are at Winter Camp, therefore, Grade 6 and Grade 8
   students will have their own grade level chapels today.
Tuesday, January 19 Small Groups worship time

Hot Lunch on Wednesday, January 13 will be Pizza Ranch Pizza (BBQ Chicken or Cheese) for $1.25 each slice.  
Assorted chip selection for $.50 each.  Assorted canned pop or Gatorade flavors for $.50 each.
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Donuts will be sold during Friday morning break on January 15 for $1.00 each.

7th Grade Winter Camp - January 13 – 15
Our 7th grade students leave tomorrow morning for their Winter Camp Outdoor Education at Spring Hill Camp in 
Evart, Michigan.  Students will  be returning to school Friday afternoon.  Please pray for travel safety, favorable 
weather conditions, great fun and team building fellowship for the students, staff and parent volunteers.  Parents of 
7th grade students are reminded that you MUST pick up your student at the middle school  on Friday afternoon in 
order to get all  their camp supplies home again.  They will  arrive back at school by 2 p.m. and may go home with 
you at that time.  Thank you!

Exploratory Week is Almost Here!
The week of January 25 will  be Exploratory Week at HCMS.  Exploratory classes during that week will provide 
diverse and fun opportunities for students and staff.  Following is some important information for you to know:

• The first exploratory session each day is from 10:45 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
• The second exploratory session each day is from 1:00 – 2:40 p.m.
• The majority of exploratory classes will be held inside.
• There will  be a minimal cost for just a few classes.  If this is problematic for your student, please feel  free to 

connect with Mary Broene.
• One Grade 6 M/W/F exploratory class is Winter Sports with Mr. Dave Doll, Mrs. Mary Prins, and Mr. Luke 

Holtrop.  This class will  be held outside.  If your child ends up in this class, they must be dressed 
appropriately for cold weather.  They should dress in layers; they should bring hats, scarves, gloves/
mittens. Snow pants and warm boots are essential.  If a student does not have adequate clothing and 
outdoor gear for this class, we will not allow them to participate for their own health and safety.

We are excited about the opportunities and experiences for our students during this week.  Please pray for students 
and staff during this week.  If at all  possible, please avoid student absences for appointments during exploratory 
time periods.  If you have any questions, feel free to contact Mary Broene.

Driving Help Needed
We may need some help transporting small groups of students to area businesses throughout the week. If you are 
able to help, please let the office know – which day(s); what time on those days you could drive (10:45 – 12:30 or 
1:00 – 2:20); and how many riders your vehicle will handle.  You can call  the office at 669-7487 or email Cindy 
Keuning at ckeuning@4hcs.org.

Sixth Grade Medieval Day
We had a great day last Friday!  Thanks to all the parents who brought in chicken and bars for our feast or helped 
at the paint table for our project day.  Please return any costumes borrowed from school.  We also would love to 
have your costumes for future years if you no longer need them.

Middle School Spelling Bee
Congratulations to each of our middle school students who participated in our Spelling Bee last week Wednesday, 
January 6!  We are proud of all  your work to be part of the Bee!  Special  congratulations to Faith Wassink (grade 6) 
who took first place this year and to Tyler Dykstra (grade 8) who was our second place winner.  They will  both go on 
to compete at the Regional Spelling Bee on February 23.

Summer Opportunity for Girls Currently in 6th Grade
Grand Valley State University offers camp STEPS – an all-girl  day camp that introduces girls to the world of 
science, technology, and engineering. It is very hands-on and is an opportunity for girls to learn more about what 
engineers do in an informal, fun environment. This camp is highly recommended. Applications are due to Grand 
Valley by March 11, 2016. Scholarships are available. To learn more about STEPS, please visit the webpage at 
http://www.gvsu.edu/steps/. Or contact Sara Maas, STEPS Director, at maassa@gvsu.edu or 616.331.6025.

PARENTS’ CLUB NEWS

From the Auction Committee
Please plan to attend the HCS Auction on February 20.  Mark this date down on your new 2016 calendars and note 
that it will  be held at the old Unity Christian North Gym.  Be sure to turn in your auction donations by January 22 if 
you haven’t done so already.  We’re so thankful for the generous gifts and donations we’ve received so far!  We 
look forward to having you for this fun event to support Christian Education!

BoxTops
Keep bringing in those BoxTops!  We only have a week and a half left to beat our goal  and see Mr. Pott in MSU 
attire!
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Sader Supper Coming Soon!
The Sader Supper will be held on January 22 beginning at 5 p.m.  Plan to join HCS families for dinner followed by 
basketball  games at Unity.  Please register using the flyer that was sent home with your child or online 
at rsvp@4hcs.org Friday, January 15.

COMMUNITY NEWS

Unity Christian Girls Basketball Clinic, Flag Football, and Girls Volleyball Clinic
Unity Christian High School is offering several sports programs/clinics for elementary and middle school students 
coming up this winter.  Registration/details on these programs/clinics can be found at http://
www.unitychristianathletics.org/main/campsclinics
• Girls Basketball Clinic Grades 5th-8th – This clinic runs four weeks, January 23, 30, February 6 and 13.  

Registration deadline is January 20.
• Flag Football Grades 2nd- 7th -- Runs four weeks, February 6, 13, 20, and 27.  Registration deadline is 

February 3.
• Girls Volleyball Clinic Grades 5th-8th -- Runs two weeks, February 20 and 27.  Registration deadline is 

February 17.
 
Unity Christian Summer Sports Camp Schedule 
Unity Christian High School offers many summer sports camps for students from preschool to high school.  To help 
with planning over the summer vacation time please check out the chart of summer camp dates on Unity Christian’s 
website.   Look for more details and registration information coming out in late February.  

CLC Network (Christian Learning Center) Annual Auction
Join the family fun at CLC Network's annual Auction on Saturday, January 30 at Calvary Christian Reformed 
Church (3500 Byron Center Ave SW, Wyoming, MI 49519). The silent auction and dinner begin at 5 pm, with the 
live auction beginning at 6 pm. Additional items are still welcome. Please contact Cathy at 245-8388 or 
ckoetje@clcnetwork.org.  Bring your smartphone or tablet to participate in mobile bidding in the silent auction! 
Bidding Assistants will  be available if you do not have a device. Bid on vacations, restaurant gift certificates, 
activities for the family, household items and much more!  The Auction is CLC Network’s largest fundraising event 
of the year, providing important funds that underwrite inclusive education services for West Michigan schools and 
churches.  More info is available at http://www.clcnetwork.org.

Baseball/Softball Training
Interested in private (one on one) hitting or pitching lessons? Baseball Concepts has you covered!  The lessons will 
feature video analysis and rates that are very friendly for 'family budgets'.  We are offering training for both baseball 
and softball.  We have indoor space in Zeeland and are offering lessons now!  For more information contact (616) 
212-8788 or baseballconcepts@gmail.com

Hudsonville Little League Sign-Ups for Spring 2016 Season
Visit HudsonvilleLittleLeague.com to register now!  Little League offers two choices now for play:
• Play in the league which your residence is within the boundaries
• Play in the league which your school is within the boundaries (need to complete this school waiver 

which can also be found on the HLL website in the Documents section)  
The deadline to register for Hudsonville Little League is January 13.  For questions please 
contact registrations@hudsonvillelittleleague.com or leave message at 893-9313.

IF:Hudsonville Event Coming 
On February 5 and 6, Evergreen Ministries in Hudsonville is hosting an IF:Hudsonville event that is part of a global 
gathering to gather, equip, and unleash women to live out their calling.  This two day event will live stream the 
IF:Gathering conference from Austin, Texas where women will be challenged by Christian leaders such as Jennie 
Allen, Ann Voskamp, Christine Caine, Jen Hatmaker, and Angie smith.  It will be an amazing event!  We’d love to 
have you join us!  For more information visit https://egm.org/if/ or email us at ifhudsonville@gmail.com

Camp Roger
Get outdoors, play hard, meet amazing counselors, make great friends, and know that you are loved by a God who 
is greater than you can imagine.  It’s time to register for 4-Day and 8-Day in-camp experiences for grades 1 – 9 and 
wilderness trips for grades 8 through high school.  Camp Roger, in Rockford, MI, has been revealing God’s love 
through experiences in God’s world since 1913.  Find out more and register at www.camproger.org.
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CALENDAR

January 11-15 3 School Parent/Teacher Conferences (no school for 3 School Jan. 13/14)
January 13-15 7th Grade Winter Camp – Spring Hill Camp
January 18 TRIP Information/Registration Meeting, 7 p.m. at Elementary
January 21 Early Childhood Exploration Night at Elementary
January 22 End of First Semester
January 22 Sader Supper
January 25-28 Elementary Delta Math
January 25-29 MS Exploratory Week
January 29 Report Cards Posted
February 1-5 4 School Parent/Teacher Conferences (no school for 4 School 2/4 & 2/5)
February 2 EOCS Band Concert @ Fair Haven
February 2-19 MAP Testing Window
February 4 Staff Appreciation Dinner
February 8 Winter Break (No school for students or staff)
February 9 Professional Development (No school for students)
February 18 6/7/8 Skating Party
February 20 HCS Auction
February 23, 25 Parent/Teacher Conferences
February 26 Teacher Day (no school for students)


