
January 19, 2016

Principal’s Note:  Spending Time in God’s Classroom

Each January, the entire 7th grade student body, the 7th grade staff, a few other middle school staff, and parent 
chaperones spend three days at Winter Camp held at Spring Hill  Camps in Evart, Michigan.  The purpose of this 
learning experience is to promote growth in a number of areas: building community among students and staff; 
teamwork; experiential  curriculum; and spiritual formation. The curriculum at Winter Camp centered on outdoor 
classes such as animal adaptations, winter survival, orienteering and horseback riding along with the additional 
activities of outdoor games and the indoor climbing wall. In all of these classes, faith walk connections were made.  

At camp we challenged the students to grow spiritually through the classes, the devotional messages before each 
meal, and especially during the worship and praise time led by Mr. Doll  the last night we were at camp.  The 
message that God placed on his heart was to challenge the students to hear what God is saying to them and the 
truths they need to claim and on which to build their relationship with Him. 

Daily our students hear so many voices from society that tell them what they should look like, how they should act, 
what they should think, how they should treat others, what is considered ‘cool and acceptable’, etc., and so many of 
the messages from these voices are lies.  They are Satan’s way of separating us from God. We all, but especially 
middle schoolers, start to believe these messages as truths because the messages are packaged so well.  Mr. Doll 
emphasized that rather than listening to the world’s messages we need to listen to the one Voice of Truth that tells 
us a different story.  We need to hear what God is saying.  He emphasized the three truths that God is telling us 
through His Word that we should hear, believe, and claim – about who we are in Christ – I am accepted; I am 
secure; I am significant.

I am accepted. . .

I am God’s child ~ John 1:12
As a disciple, I am a friend of Jesus Christ. ~ John 15:15

I have been bought with a price, and I belong to God. ~ I Corinthians 6:19-20
I have been chosen by God and adopted as His child. ~ Ephesians 1:3-8
I have been redeemed and forgiven of all my sins. ~ Colossians 1:13-14

I am complete in Christ. ~ Colossians 2:9-10

I am secure. . .

I am assured that God works for my good in all circumstances. ~ Romans 2:8
I am free from any condemnation brought against me, and I cannot be separated from the love of God. ~ Romans 

8:31-39
I am confident that God will complete the good work He started in me. ~ Philippians 1:6

I have not been given the spirit of fear but of power, love, and a sound mind. ~ II Timothy 1:7
I am born of God, and the evil one cannot touch me. ~ I John 5:18

I am significant. . .

I am a minister of reconciliation for God. ~ II Corinthians 5:17-21
I am seated with Jesus Christ in the heavenly realm. ~ Ephesians 2:6

I am God’s workmanship. ~ Ephesians 2:10
I may approach God with freedom and confidence. ~ Ephesians 3:12

I can do all things through Christ, who strengthens me. ~ Philippians 4:13



Parents, this is the message our 7th graders heard at camp and the message we bring to all  our middle school 
students.  We pray that they choose to listen to God’s voice and come to truly believe His truths.  We continue to 
covet your prayers as we continue to shepherd our students.

Working together in Him – the Voice of Truth,

Mary Broene
Middle School Principal

SCHOOL WIDE NEWS

End of Semester/Report Cards
Report cards will be posted online for students in grades PK - 8 on Friday, January 29.  

Early Childhood Exploration Night is this week Thursday!
If you are interested in information about 3 School, 4 School, Pre-K, Kindergarten or Kids’ Corner Childcare at HCS 
join us at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, January 21 to attend our Early Childhood Exploration Night at the elementary 
school.  At this parent meeting you will  learn more about our 3 School, 4 School, Pre-K, and Kindergarten programs 
and also get to meet the teachers in these areas.  Details about Kids’ Corner Childcare (coming fall of 2016) will 
also be presented.  Questions about childcare can be sent to kidscorner@4hcs.org.

Volunteers Needed!
Have a passion for HCS?  Want to help share what God is doing at HCS?  Early Childhood Exploration night on 
January 21 needs more volunteers.  Please help us welcome those considering HCS by volunteering to serve.  
Contact Rachel Landstra at rlandstra@4hcs.org if you are able to help!

Parent/Teacher Conferences
Our office will  be scheduling Individual conferences for students in pre-kindergarten through grade five for February 
23 and February 25.  Please note that the due date for the conference form is January 27.  Middle school 
conferences for 6th and 7th grades will  be non-scheduled and you can meet with your child’s teacher(s) these same 
evenings in the middle school south gym.  See the form for information on 8th grade scheduling that is new this 
year.  There is no school for students on February 26.

Tuition Assistance – FACTS Program
Hudsonville Christian will  again be participating in FACTS, a grant application program.  Families who wish to apply 
for tuition assistance will need to use the FACTS application format online via a confidential  website (paper 
applications will  also be available).  The $30 per application fee will be paid by HCS.  The FACTS organization will 
analyze the information of each applicant.  Through FACTS, HCS has the ability to more evenly distribute available 
tuition assistance funds based upon factual  information the families provide in the application.  Parents who have 
children in more than one EOCS school need only to fill out the application one time — the information will  be 
available to the schools where their children attend.  The FACTS online website application is available now.  
Please contact FACTS at 1-866-315-9262 with any questions.  The deadline for submitting this application is March 
31.

Be an Event Sponsor This Year!
You will  find at this link and also on our school website information on how your business can become a sponsor of 
HCS events this calendar year.  We are looking for businesses to underwrite and sponsor our Walk-A-Thon, the 
Tuition Assistance Golf Outing, the Sporting Clay Shoot, and our Foundation Dinner.  Sponsoring businesses are 
recognized at these events and receive additional benefits depending on the event(s) you choose.  Please check 
out the information on our website (www.hudsonvillechristian.org) and see how your business can help HCS this 
year!  Forms are due to the school office by February 26, and you can contact Michelle DeGroot at 669-6689 with 
any questions.
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Online Business Directory
Do you have a business or provide a service that you would like to advertise to the Hudsonville Christian School 
community?  Then be sure to complete the Business Directory Form so your business can be listed on the HCS 
website!  There is no charge for this advertisement.  Forms should be returned to Michelle DeGroot at the 
elementary office by February 26.

Changes to Unity Bus Schedule This Week
Unity Christian has a different schedule this week due to exams, so HCS students who ride a Unity bus will  be 
affected.  
• Tuesday, January 19 through Thursday, January 21 – No afternoon busing
• Friday, January 22 – No Unity busing all day

Caberfae Family Ski Day
Join us for a family ski day on Friday, February 26.  The cost is $12 per person, which includes a lift ticket from 10-5 
p.m., ski rental, and an optional group lesson.  Forms are outside the office at both the elementary and the middle 
school  and are due by Friday, February 12.  If you have any questions, please contact Tammy Wolters at 
662-9901.

ELEMENTARY NEWS

Number/Day Schedule
January 20 Day #1  
January 21 Day #2  
January 22 Day #3  
January 25 Day #4
January 26 Day #1
January 27 Day #2

Chocolate Chip Cookies will be sold during Friday morning break on January 22 for $.25 each.  Cookie sales 
benefit the work of our HCS Global Awareness Committee.

No K – 2nd Grade Hot Lunch on Friday
Our students in Kindergarten through 2nd grade will be going on a symphony field trip this week Friday, January 22.  
Because they will be back after their normal lunch time, we ask that students take a sack lunch on this day.  Thank 
you!

3rd – 5th Grade Singing on Friday
On Friday morning our 3rd – 5th grade students will come together for singing from 10:00—10:25 in the elementary 
gym.  Parents are welcome to join us!

Sweetheart Swirl - February 13
Invitations went home with the Pre-K through 5th grade girls last week.  Please send your RSVP back with payment 
as soon as possible.  Deadline is January 25!  We are looking forward to a memorable night in Paris, for our HCS 
girls and their sweethearts!

MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS

Chapel Happenings
Thursday, January 21 Miss Grace Visker’s 8B Homeroom leads chapel 
Tuesday, January 26 HCMS Student Praise Team #1 leads chapel

Hot Lunch on Wednesday, January 20 will  be Culver’s Chicken Strip 2-piece pack for $2.25 each and Dipping 
Sauce for $.25 each cup/packet.  Assorted chip selection for $.50 each.  Assorted canned pop or Gatorade flavors 
for $.50 each.

Chocolate Chip Cookies will be sold during Friday morning break on January 22 for $.25 each.  Cookie sales 
benefit the work of our HCS Global Awareness Committee.
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Winter Camp
The 7th grade students, staff, and parent chaperones spent three days last week at Springhill Camp participating in 
winter camp.  God blessed us abundantly!  His ‘classroom’ was beautiful and the weather was perfect.  Students 
learned so much about His creation; they grew together as a community; they had numerous opportunities to 
develop their personal walk with Him. Everyone remained healthy and uninjured.  We all had a marvelous time.  We 
want to say thank you to the staff and parents who contributed to our experience!  We are so very blessed to have 
a school that supports and encourages this example of experiential learning.

Exploratory Week is Next Week
The week of January 25 will  be Exploratory Week at HCMS.  Exploratory classes during that week will provide 
diverse and fun opportunities for students and staff.  Following is some important information for you to know:

• The first exploratory session each day is from 10:45 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
• The second exploratory session each day is from 1:00 – 2:40 p.m.
• The majority of exploratory classes will be held inside.
• There will  be a minimal cost for just a few classes.  If this is problematic for your student, please feel  free to 

connect with Mary Broene.
• One Grade 6 M/W/F exploratory class is Winter Sports with Mr. Dave Doll, Mrs. Mary Prins, and Mr. 

Holtrop.  This class will  be held outside.  If your child ends up in this class, they must be dressed 
appropriately for cold weather.  They should dress in layers; they should bring hats, scarves, gloves/
mittens. Snow pants and warm boots are essential.  If a student does not have adequate clothing and 
outdoor gear for this class, we will not allow them to participate for their own health and safety.

We are excited about the opportunities and experiences for our students during this week.  Please pray for students 
and staff during this week.  If at all  possible, please avoid student absences for appointments during exploratory 
time periods.  If you have any questions, feel free to contact Mary Broene.

EOCS Combined Band Concert
The 7/8 Grade Band will be participating this year in a combined band concert for EOCS (Eastern Ottawa Christian 
Schools) bands.  The concert will  be held at Fair Haven Church, 2900 Baldwin Street in Hudsonville on Tuesday 
evening, February 2, at 7:00 pm.  Bands from Unity, Allendale Christian, Borculo Christian, Jenison Christian, and 
Lamont Christian will  join our HCMS band at this concert.  Each band will be featured alone during the concert and 
in a combined mass band led by guest conductor, Mr. Brian Topolewski.

Choir Concert Event
On Tuesday, March 22 at 7:00 p.m. we will hold our greatly anticipated 6th – 8th grade choir event at Fair Haven 
Church.  This choir concert will be a presentation and lively program featuring Broadway musical  tunes, 
choreography, and clothing.  Plan to be there with us this year as we celebrate God’s gift of music and voice with 
the middle school choirs.

Orchestra Fiddle Fest Event
On Tuesday, March 29 at 7:00 p.m. we will  hold our annual Orchestra Fiddle Fest Concert at Fair Haven Church.  
This always fun and enjoyable evening includes our 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th grade orchestra members. 

PARENTS’ CLUB NEWS

From the Auction Committee
As one of our largest fundraisers, the annual  auction is an important and fun event for parents and our extended 
HCS community!  All proceeds benefit the HCS Parents’ Club.  The auction committee and volunteers are receiving 
many generous donations!  Here are just a few:
• Sea World Vacation Package
• Cub Cadet Snowblower
• Honda Lawnmower
• Themed Baskets from our very own HCS Classes
• Guided Fly Fishing Day Trip and Duck Hunting Destinations
We’re grateful for what we have received and will continue to collect donations. You still  have a few days to donate, 
please contact Dawn Verploegh at 485-6752. For more auction information, visit HCSauction.com or check our 
Facebook Page “Hudsonville Christian School Auction”.  We look forward to seeing you all on Saturday, February 
20!

BoxTops
Keep bringing in those BoxTops!  We need to try and reach our goal to see Mr. Pott in MSU attire!
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Septemberfest Updates
Every year our school holds the annual SeptemberFest Arts & Crafts Show at the Hudsonville Fair Grounds, we 
had much success with this and is one of our schools largest fundraisers. Last year (2015) we raised almost 
$20,000 for our school through this fundraiser!  Thank you to all the volunteers who committed their time to the 
2015 SeptemberFest; because of your willingness, God blesses! 

Volunteer Opportunities to get Three Years of Points!
The SeptemberFest Committee has a couple of members with terms that are ending, the following positions are 
now open: Facilities & Promotions/Marketing.  If you are interested in any of these positions or would like more 
information you may call  or email Mandy Ensing (616-797-4324) or ensing05@att.net.  We will  be having a meeting 
on February 1, at 7:00 p.m. in the Middle School, all who are interested are invited to this informational meeting! 

Sader Supper This Week!
For all  those who signed up, just a reminder that the Sader Supper will be held this Friday, January 22 beginning at 
5 p.m.  We look forward to dinner together followed by basketball games at Unity!  

COMMUNITY NEWS

Unity Christian Girls Basketball Clinic, Flag Football, and Girls Volleyball Clinic
Unity Christian High School is offering several sports programs/clinics for elementary and middle school students 
coming up this winter.  Registration/details on these programs/clinics can be found at http://
www.unitychristianathletics.org/main/campsclinics
• Girls Basketball Clinic Grades 5th-8th – This clinic runs four weeks, January 23, 30, February 6 and 13.  

Registration deadline is January 20.
• Flag Football Grades 2nd- 7th -- Runs four weeks, February 6, 13, 20, and 27.  Registration deadline is 

February 3.
• Girls Volleyball Clinic Grades 5th-8th -- Runs two weeks, February 20 and 27.  Registration deadline is 

February 17.
 
Unity Christian Summer Sports Camp Schedule 
Unity Christian High School offers many summer sports camps for students from preschool to high school.  To help 
with planning over the summer vacation time please check out the chart of summer camp dates on Unity Christian’s 
website.   Look for more details and registration information coming out in late February.  

Summer Opportunities for Girls Currently in 6th Grade
Grand Valley State University offers camp STEPS – an all-girl  day camp that introduces girls to the world of 
science, technology, and engineering. It is very hands-on and is an opportunity for girls to learn more about what 
engineers do in an informal, fun environment. This camp is highly recommended. Applications are due to Grand 
Valley by March 11.  Scholarships are available.  To learn more about STEPS, please visit the webpage at http://
www.gvsu.edu/steps/ or contact Sara Maas, STEPS Director, at maassa@gvsu.edu or 616.331.6025.

CLC Network (Christian Learning Center) Annual Auction
Join the family fun at CLC Network's annual Auction on Saturday, January 30 at Calvary Christian Reformed 
Church (3500 Byron Center Ave SW, Wyoming, MI 49519). The silent auction and dinner begin at 5 pm, with the 
live auction beginning at 6 pm. Additional items are still welcome. Please contact Cathy at 245-8388 or 
ckoetje@clcnetwork.org.  Bring your smartphone or tablet to participate in mobile bidding in the silent auction! 
Bidding Assistants will  be available if you do not have a device. Bid on vacations, restaurant gift certificates, 
activities for the family, household items and much more!  The Auction is CLC Network’s largest fundraising event 
of the year, providing important funds that underwrite inclusive education services for West Michigan schools and 
churches.  More info is available at http://www.clcnetwork.org.

Camp Roger
Get outdoors, play hard, meet amazing counselors, make great friends, and know that you are loved by a God who 
is greater than you can imagine.  It’s time to register for 4-Day and 8-Day in-camp experiences for grades 1 – 9 and 
wilderness trips for grades 8 through high school.  Camp Roger, in Rockford, MI, has been revealing God’s love 
through experiences in God’s world since 1913.  Find out more and register at www.camproger.org.
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CALENDAR

January 21 Early Childhood Exploration Night at Elementary
January 22 End of First Semester
January 22 Sader Supper
January 25-28 Elementary Delta Math
January 25-29 MS Exploratory Week
January 29 Report Cards Posted
February 1-5 4 School Parent/Teacher Conferences (no school for 4 School 2/4 & 2/5)
February 2 EOCS Band Concert @ Fair Haven
February 2-19 MAP Testing Window
February 4 Staff Appreciation Dinner
February 8 Winter Break (No school for students or staff)
February 9 Professional Development (No school for students)
February 18 6/7/8 Skating Party
February 20 HCS Auction
February 23, 25 Parent/Teacher Conferences
February 26 Teacher Day (no school for students)
February 26 HCS Caberfae Family Ski Day


