
February 2, 2016

Principal’s Note:  God is Love

The book of I John is one of my favorite books of the Bible to read. It talks about God’s love and ours.  As we begin 
the month of February, a month focused on the idea of “love”, it seems fitting to reflect on this topic  and what God’s 
Word tells us about love.

John tells us that “God is love”.  This love explains why (1) God creates – because He loves, He creates people to 
love; (2) God cares – because He loves them, He cares for sinful  people; (3) we are free to choose – God wants a 
loving response from us; (4) Christ died – His love for us caused Him to seek a solution to the problem of sin; and 
(5) we receive eternal life – God’s love expresses itself to us forever.

Everyone believes that love is important, but love is usually thought of as a feeling.  In reality, love is a choice and 
an action.  This is seen most clearly by the example of Christ’s love for us, which led him to die on the cross for our 
salvation.  Jesus is the complete expression of God in human form and He has revealed God to us.  When we love 
one another, the invisible God reveals himself to others through us, and His love is made complete.  What a great 
reminder as we continue to focus on our theme of being difference makers,  

“Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. . . . 
God is love. . . . 

We love because he first loved us.”
I John 4:7, 16, 19 NIV

Serving together in Him,

Mary Broene
Middle School Principal

SCHOOL WIDE NEWS

No School February 8 and 9
There is no school for elementary and middle school students on Monday, February 8 (winter break day) and 
Tuesday, February 9 (staff professional development day).

Job Opportunity for Full-Time Custodian
Hudsonville Christian School  is currently seeking applicants for a full-time custodian position at the Middle School 
Building.  Anyone interested in learning more about the position may pick up a copy of the job description in the 
middle school or central office. Applicants are encouraged to bring in a copy of their resume. Applications will be 
accepted until February 29.  Hudsonville Christian School is an equal opportunity employer.

Chocolate Chip Cookies will be sold Friday morning, February 5 during our morning break for $.25 each.  Cookie 
sales benefit the work of our HCS Global Awareness Committee.



Talsma Furniture Fundraiser Sale  
On February 19 and 20 from 9-5:30 come to the Talsma Furniture Fundraiser Sale! Are you familiar with the 
warehouse sale that Talsma Furniture holds in the summer? We are so happy to tell you that Talsma is holding a 
similar sale for Hudsonville Christian, and 100% of the proceeds will go to the Expansion Project! There will  be 
one of a kind, discontinued and floor sample furniture items at this sale – at warehouse sale prices. This sale will be 
held in the north gym at Hudsonville Christian on Oak Street (former Unity Christian north gym). This is a cash and 
carry sale...so bring your truck and trailer and bring your new furniture items home with you the same day! We’re so 
grateful for the generosity of Talsma Furniture, and look forward to seeing you at the sale! Questions? Contact Tami 
Herweyer at therweyer@4hcs.org.

Reminder for Middle School Student Drop-Off
We have had a very important reminder request from the Hudsonville Public  Transportation Department.  We 
cannot have cars in our circle bus loop in front of the middle school  building in the morning before school  or in the 
afternoon at the end of the day.  There have been some close calls with buses and cars and students.  If high 
school siblings are providing transportation for younger siblings, PLEASE remind them of this as well.  Thank you!

Arriving on Time to Elementary and Middle School
During the winter especially, it is important to give a few extra minutes to arrive at school on time.  Many important 
things happen in the first few minutes of the elementary and middle school day such as devotions, sharing, 
attendance, and hot lunch orders, and it is important that your child arrive safely and on time.  Thanks for helping to 
make this happen!

Registrations Being Accepted for Early Childhood Classes!
Enrollment forms are being accepted for our 3 School, 4 School, Pre-Kindergarten, and Kindergarten programs for 
this coming school year.  Stop by the elementary office to drop your form and enrollment fee off!  

Parent/Teacher Conferences
Individual conferences for students in pre-kindergarten through grade five are being scheduled for February 23 and 
February 25.  Middle school conferences for 6th and 7th grades will be non-scheduled and you can meet with your 
child’s teacher(s) these same evenings in the middle school  south gym.  See the form for information on 8th grade 
scheduling that is new this year.  There is no school for students on February 26.

Tuition Assistance – FACTS Program
Hudsonville Christian will  again be participating in FACTS, a grant application program.  Families who wish to apply 
for tuition assistance will need to use the FACTS application format online via a confidential  website (paper 
applications will  also be available).  The $30 per application fee will be paid by HCS.  The FACTS organization will 
analyze the information of each applicant.  Through FACTS, HCS has the ability to more evenly distribute available 
tuition assistance funds based upon factual  information the families provide in the application.  Parents who have 
children in more than one EOCS school need only to fill out the application one time — the information will  be 
available to the schools where their children attend.  The FACTS online website application is available now.  
Please contact FACTS at 1-866-315-9262 with any questions.  The deadline for submitting this application is March 
31.

Be an Event Sponsor This Year!
We are looking for businesses to underwrite and sponsor our Walk-A-Thon, the Tuition Assistance Golf Outing, the 
Sporting Clay Shoot, and our Foundation Dinner.  Sponsoring businesses are recognized at these events and 
receive additional  benefits depending on the event(s) you choose.  Please check out the information on our website 
(www.hudsonvillechristian.org) and see how your business can help HCS this year!  Forms are due to the school 
office by February 26, and you can contact Michelle DeGroot at 669-6689 with any questions.

Online Business Directory
Do you have a business or provide a service that you would like to advertise to the Hudsonville Christian School 
community?  Then be sure to complete the Business Directory form so your business can be listed on the HCS 
website!  There is no charge for this advertisement.  Forms should be returned to Michelle DeGroot at the 
elementary office by February 26.

MAP Testing
Elementary and middle school  students will be taking the winter MAP tests from February 2 - 19. Students will be 
tested in the areas of math, reading, and writing. Please encourage your students to get a good night of sleep, to 
eat well, to be thoughtful  about the answers they choose, and try to avoid appointments on these days.  The results 
of the tests are important to HCS teachers as they help us know how your son or daughter is progressing.  We trust 
that each student will do his or her best!
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TRIP Information/Registration Meeting
There will be a TRIP information meeting on Monday, February 22 at 7 p.m. at the elementary school building.  

Caberfae Family Ski Day
Join us for a family ski day on Friday, February 26.  The cost is $12 per person, which includes a lift ticket from 10-5 
p.m., ski rental, and an optional group lesson.  Forms are outside the office at both the elementary and the middle 
school  and are due by Friday, February 12.  If you have any questions, please contact Tammy Wolters at 
662-9901.

ELEMENTARY NEWS

Number/Day Schedule
February 3 Day #3  
February 4 Day #4  
February 5 Day #1  
February 8 No School
February 9 No School
February 10 Day #2

Grades 3 – 5 Singing on Friday
On Friday morning our elementary students in grades 3 – 5 will  come together for singing from 10:00—10:25 in the 
elementary gym.  Parents are welcome to join us!

Sweetheart Swirl - February 13
What better way to sneak a peek at your daughter and her sweetheart's special  night than to be a volunteer?  We 
are looking for a few more volunteers for our Night in Paris!  If you or anyone you know would be interested in 
helping during the event or with set up and decorating (which would be the night before and morning of), please 
contact Callie at clselvius@gmail.com.  Thank you in advance for helping make this night perfect for our girls!

5th Grade Boys Sex Ed Night
Dads, please mark your calendars for Monday, March 7 for the 5th Grade Boys Sex Ed Night that will be held at the 
Middle School at 7 p.m.  Look for more information coming out soon! 

MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS

Chapel Happenings
Thursday, February 4:   Mrs. Sietsema’s 6C Homeroom students lead chapel 
Tuesday, February 9:   NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS 

Hot Lunch on Wednesday, February 3 will  be Subway 6” Subway Club Sub Sandwich for $2.75 each.  Assorted 
chip selection for $.50 each.  Assorted canned pop or Gatorade flavors for $.50 each.

EOCS Combined Band Concert
The 7/8 Grade Band will  be participating in a combined band concert for EOCS (Eastern Ottawa Christian Schools) 
bands TONIGHT at 7:00 pm at Fair Haven Church, 2900 Baldwin Street in Hudsonville.  Bands from Unity, 
Allendale Christian, Borculo Christian, Jenison Christian and Lamont Christian will  join our HCMS band.  Each band 
will  be featured alone during the concert and in a combined mass band led by guest conductor, Mr. Brian 
Topolewski.

Mix It Up At Lunch This Thursday!
Every Thursday in February and March, the middle school students will eat lunch together in the small groups that 
were formed for small group chapel worship.  The goal of Mix It Up At Lunch is to help the small groups members 
get to know each other better and to build community vertically in grades 6, 7, and 8.  Because the small groups will 
meet throughout the school  building, there will not be time for them to heat up lunches in microwaves.  On the 
following dates, please be sure student lunches have non-microwaveable items:  February 4, 18, March 3 
and 17. Thanks in advance for your help!
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***Grade 8 Parents – Important Conference Information***
The 8th grade teachers will be using a different format for our upcoming conferences February 23 & 25. Today your 
child will  be taking home an informational letter explaining the changes and sign-up procedure.  We request that 
you sign and have your child return the attached form to their homeroom teacher by February 5.

Drop Everything And Read (D.E.A.R.) Begins This Week
D.E.A.R. is scheduled for every Friday morning for the next five weeks (February 5, 12, 19 and March 4 and 11).  
This special reading time will  begin after class homeroom devotions at 8:02 a.m. and will end at 8:22 a.m.   All  the 
middle school students and staff will be reading during this time.  The goal is to encourage a reading culture at 
HCMS. Your student should be prepared and come to their homeroom with reading material  – something that they 
love to read.  This can be a chapter book – fiction or non-fiction, informational  book, appropriate magazine, 
newspaper, Kindle, etc. (If students plan to read their book on an electronic  device, all  games must be disabled and 
students must show the classroom teacher which book they are reading.  Feel free to check this out in advance 
before your child takes the device to school.)  At the end of D.E.A.R. time, they must put the device in a safe place 
to bring home at the end of the day. We are exciting about this concentrated time of reading. Readers are leaders!

Choir Concert
Tuesday, March 22 at 7:00 p.m. at Fair Haven Church, 2900 Baldwin Street in Hudsonville will be an annual  and 
anticipated evening with our 6th, 7th and 8th grade choirs.  This choir concert will be a presentation and lively 
program featuring Broadway musical tunes, choreography and clothing.  Plan to be there with us this year as we 
celebrate God’s gift of music and voice with the middle school choirs.

Orchestra Fiddle Fest
Tuesday, March 29 at 7:00 p.m. at Fair Haven Church, 2900 Baldwin Street in Hudsonville will  be our annual 
Orchestra Fiddle Fest Concert.  This always fun and enjoyable evening includes our 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th grade 
orchestra members. 

PARENTS’ CLUB NEWS

From the Auction Committee 
Please invite your friends and family to the HCS auction on Saturday, February 20th at the old Unity North Gym.  
Dinner from On The Border will be served from 4:30-6:30 p.m.  The Silent Auction, Gift Certificates, Teacher 
Donations and Buy-A-Lines start at 4:30, and the Live Auction starts at 6:00 p.m.  We have many wonderful  items 
we’re planning for the Buy-A-Line tables so far:
• $1,000 HCS Tuition Voucher
• Striker Spy Drone – Remote Control
• Kindle Fire HD6 Kids
• Action Pro-X Sports Cam – HD
• Trips to the Cash Cube from WMCU
Drawings for the Buy-A-Line winners will take place during the Live Auction!  Please be sure to look over the 
Auction Booklet coming home Tuesday, February 9. You can also head to hcsauction.com to find pictures and 
descriptions of the items you find in the booklet.  You’ll see the abundance of wonderful and generous gifts this 
year!  All we need now is to see you there! Please come out and enjoy a night supporting HCS on February 20!

BoxTops
Way to go HCS families you beat the BoxTops goal!  We get to see Mr. Pott in MSU apparel  and everyone else with 
crazy hair.  Look for an announcement coming soon on a date for this fun day!  Thanks so much for clipping all 
those BoxTops -- it is such an easy way to help our school.  Please keep turning in BoxTops even though the 
contest is over.

Staff/Teacher Appreciation Week
February 15-19 is Staff/Teacher Appreciation Week here at HCS.  As a community we should be encouraging and 
praying for our staff all  year.  However during this week we would love for parents and students to send a note, 
draw a picture, bake a treat, etc. to say a special thank you to our amazing staff!

Fair Sign-ups Now Available Online 
Did you sign-up at last years Fair?  Please make sure your shift still works and you are on the shift you wanted.  
Not signed up?  Now is the time to get what works for your family or get a shift with your friends.  All  parents not 
signed up will be contacted in mid April  - May to finish filling shifts.  Thank you for all  your help; the Fair only works 
with everyone helping.  Points are available for leadership shifts.  Want more information on a position or can't find 
your name please call Mary Miedema at 350-8962. 
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Tickets Available for Unity Christian Play
Unity Christian High School  is presenting the play Flowers for Algernon.  Performances are February 18, 19, and 20 
at 7:00 p.m. in Allendale High School’s Ceglarek Fine Arts Center.  Tickets are $5 each and will  be available in 
Unity’s school office beginning Monday, February 1.  Office hours are 8:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.  Please note that this 
play is geared towards middle school students and older.

Unity Christian Flag Football and Girls Volleyball Clinic
Unity Christian High School is offering several sports programs/clinics for elementary and middle school students 
coming up this winter.  Registration/details on these programs/clinics can be found at http://
www.unitychristianathletics.org/main/campsclinics
• Flag Football Grades 2nd- 7th - February 6, 13, 20, and 27.  Deadline is February 3.
• Girls Volleyball Clinic Grades 5th-8th - February 20 and 27.  Deadline is February 17.
 
Unity Christian Summer Sports Camp Schedule 
Unity Christian High School offers many summer sports camps for students from preschool to high school.  To help 
with planning over the summer vacation time please check out the chart of summer camp dates on Unity’s website.   
Look for more details and registration information coming out in late February.  

Basketball Basics Middle School Skills Clinics
Sign up for a basketball  skills clinic  being held Saturday, February 27 and March 5 at the Hudsonville Christian 
Middle School gym.  Middle School  girls skills/scrimmage will be from 4:00-5:00 p.m., a Shooting Clinic will  be from 
5:00-6:00 p.m., and there will be middle school boys skills/scrimmage from 6:00-7:00 p.m.  Attendance is limited to 
14, and the cost is $15 per session attended.  Register at www.mybasketballbasics1@gmail.com or call 
616-402-1600.  Financial assistance is also available by calling Coach McGannon at the number above.

In-Home Nanny Needed Starting Fall 2016
A Hudsonville family with a four year old and two year old boy is looking to hire an in-home nanny to begin in Fall 
2016.  Schedule would be Monday through Friday, but shifts needed would be dependent upon husband’s 
firefighter schedule (nanny would know schedule a month in advance).  Position would also involve transporting my 
older son to and from a local school two to three mornings a week.  I am a teacher so childcare would not be 
needed when school is off for breaks/summers/snow days, etc.  Nanny must be a non-smoker, trustworthy, and 
reliable, and also must have her own reliable transportation that is appropriate for also transporting children.   Pay 
is negotiable.  For more information or to explore this position further please contact Brandy Navetta at 
Bnavetta@zps.org or 616-204-5987.

Middle School Girls Science and Technology Event at Hope College
Middle school girls are invited to fall in love with Science and Technology at an event on Saturday, February 20.  It 
will  be held from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Hope College, and the cost is $15 payable at the door.  Middle school girls are 
invited to join Hope College nursing, biology, chemistry, and engineering for a fun-filled day of science activities!  
Parents are welcome to stay for a brief workshop starting at 9 a.m.  Register at hope.edu/explore, or email 
explore@hope.edu with any questions you have.  

Summer Opportunities for Girls Currently in 6th Grade
Grand Valley State University offers camp STEPS – an all-girl  day camp that introduces girls to the world of 
science, technology, and engineering. It is very hands-on and is an opportunity for girls to learn more about what 
engineers do in an informal, fun environment. This camp is highly recommended. Applications are due to Grand 
Valley by March 11.  Scholarships are available.  To learn more about STEPS, please visit the webpage at http://
www.gvsu.edu/steps/ or contact Sara Maas, STEPS Director, at maassa@gvsu.edu or 616.331.6025.

Camp Roger
Get outdoors, play hard, meet amazing counselors, make great friends, and know that you are loved by a God who 
is greater than you can imagine.  It’s time to register for 4-Day and 8-Day in-camp experiences for grades 1 – 9 and 
wilderness trips for grades 8 through high school.  Camp Roger, in Rockford, MI, has been revealing God’s love 
through experiences in God’s world since 1913.  Find out more and register at www.camproger.org.
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CALENDAR

February 1-5 4 School Parent/Teacher Conferences (no school for 4 School 2/4 & 2/5)
February 2 EOCS Band Concert @ Fair Haven
February 2-19 MAP Testing Window
February 8 Winter Break (No school for students or staff)
February 9 Professional Development (No school for students)
February 18 6/7/8 Skating Party
February 20 HCS Auction
February 22 TRIP Registration Meeting, 7 p.m. at Elementary 
February 23, 25 Parent/Teacher Conferences
February 26 Teacher Day (no school for students)
February 26 HCS Caberfae Family Ski Day
March 7 5th Grade Boys Sex Ed Night
March 7 Limited Busing
March 10-12 8th Grade Play
March 15 MS Orientation for New Parents
March 18 MS Awesome Arts Day
March 21 HCS Society Meeting
March 22 MS Choir Concert at Fair Haven
March 25 End of Third Nine Weeks
March 29 HCS Fiddle Fest at Fair Haven


