
March 15, 2016

Dear Parents:

“That was then, this is now!”  Most of us have heard this phrase at some point in our lives. It ranks right up there 
with “I had to walk to and from school every day, uphill both ways…” 

Even though it is fun to hear how people and schools used to operate in days past, it is also neat to see what’s 
happening today. Here at Hudsonville Christian, we have been making progress in the area of sharing our gifts.  A 
new type of professional development for teachers hit the school  scene recently. Classroom Learning Labs are 
planned visits to fellow teachers’ classrooms, surrounded by pre-lab and post-lab discussions focusing on specific 
teaching strategies, routines, or lessons.  Teachers have rich discussions about the craft of teaching.  Guest 
teachers are blessed with new ideas, host teachers are affirmed, and students see their teachers learning from 
each other.  Nearly 40 teachers participated in Classroom Learning Labs in both November and March, mostly 
focusing on reading and writing instruction. 

What does “That was then, this is now” have to do with Classroom Learning Labs?  Most classrooms in the past 
were pretty isolated, with little or no sharing between colleagues.  At Hudsonville Christian, we understand that we 
are blessed.  God has gifted our staff with amazing talents.  These are gifts to be shared, making us all better 
teachers for the students under our care.  Classroom Learning Labs... this is now!

Serving Christ Together,

Sue Spotts
Director of Curriculum

SCHOOL WIDE NEWS

Community Day Sale!
Join us this Saturday, March 19 from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. for a Community Day Sale at the former Unity Christian building 
on Oak Street. Come and take a look at remaining items that are available for purchase in the south and east wings 
before the demolition starts. Some items include: desks, chairs, cabinets and cabinet doors, bookcases, file 
cabinets, select doors and more! Bring your truck and trailer and take unattached items home with you that day. 
Proceeds from the sale will be split between Unity Christian and Hudsonville Christian Schools. Cash and checks 
will  be accepted. Please contact Tami Herweyer at 616-218-6538 or therweyer@4hcs with any questions. We look 
forward to seeing you at the sale this Saturday! 

 

HCS Annual Society Meeting
The HCS Annual  Society Meeting will  be held on Monday, March 21 at 7 p.m. in the elementary library, and you are 
all  invited to attend!  In addition to voting on the budget and tuition scale, we will also elect school board members 
for the coming year.  The Society Meeting booklet can be found on our website!

http://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2016-Society-Book.pdf
http://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2016-Society-Book.pdf


Holy Week Chapels
We are planning on having a special chapel at the middle school and at the elementary on Monday, March 21 to 
kick off Holy Week with a special  worship gathering.  The middle school  chapel  will  be held from 7:55 a.m. - 8:15 
a.m., and the elementary chapel will be held from 9:55 a.m. - 10:20 a.m.  These chapels will  be held in the normal 
respective chapel locations.  Also, please plan to worship with us at our Good Friday Chapel.  We will have an all-
school  chapel on Good Friday, March 25, at 10 a.m. at the elementary north gym (formerly Unity).  It will  be a 
beautiful time of worshipping the One who gave His life for us!  Please join us!

HCS Walkathon is Coming Soon!
The HCS Walkathon will be held on Friday, May 6. Please mark your calendars now to help tally laps or to walk with 
your student.  Remember this is our one student-led fundraiser with a goal of raising $75,000-$80,000.  This money 
helps cover the cost of technology improvements, field trips, sports teams, and event rentals.  The last four years 
have been a huge success and we are grateful for the support of our sponsors, parents and for the energy and 
hard work of our students.  Pledge forms will  be coming home Tuesday, March 29.  Encourage your student to get 
pledges early before the busy spring arrives!  New this year, the Preschoolers will be joining the Walkathon and 
raising money for the Early Childhood Expansion Project.  This money will be used to help cover the many costs 
associated with filling new Preschool and Kids' Corner Childcare classrooms.

Concert Fundraiser Announcement!
Good Friday is going to be a very special day at Hudsonville Christian! Plan to attend this incredible fundraiser 
concert . . . it’s the BRING IT ON TOUR, featuring Kutless, 7eventh Time Down, Natasha Owens and Meredith 
Kinleigh!  If you have a Good Friday service at your church, come to the concert after your service . . . there are 
four acts, so even if you miss the first part of the concert, there will be LOTS of music yet to come!  Tickets start at 
only $15 and all  of the proceeds go to the HCS Expansion Project and the Immanuel  CRC 2016 Guatemala 
mission trip. Spread the word!  Tell  your friends and invite your neighbors and your co-workers!  Tickets are now for 
sale in the elementary office too!  Concert will  be held at Hudsonville Christian Elementary north gym (formerly 
Unity) on Friday, March 25 at 7 p.m. (doors open at 6 p.m.).  Get your tickets at http://www.immanuelcrc.com/

concert/	  or tickets can be purchased from 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. each school  day at Hudsonville Christian elementary 
office.

Pop/Water Donations for Concert Fundraiser
Did you know that the Bring it On Tour fundraiser concert has been completely underwritten by a very generous 
HCS supporter? And that all of the proceeds from the ticket sales are going to the HCS Expansion Project and to 
Immanuel  CRC to send their youth to Guatemala this summer? 100% of the concessions proceeds at the concert 
go to those two ministries also. Please take a look at this sign up form on sign-up genius and see how you can help 
by bringing a pop or water donations. All pop and water donations should be brought to the office by Michelle 
DeGroot in the 2nd/3rd grade wing. Thank you so much!!
  
Spring Vacations
If you plan on taking your child out of school  early prior to spring break, please make sure that you notify your 
child’s teacher and the school office.  We are concerned for our students’ safety and our office staff will  call  parents 
of students who are absent and not accounted for.  Please let the office and teacher know as soon as possible if 
you plan on leaving early for your vacation.  

Class Placement
Parents, class placement request forms are due to the office by this week Friday, March 18.  If you have a request, 
you must provide written information to ensure that it will be considered throughout the process, and a form for this 
purpose is available at the office or online.   The administration will  forward these requests with or without 
recommendation to the Education Committee, if necessary, and administration will notify the parents of the 
decision.

Kids’ Corner Enrollment is Open! 
Please stop by the office to pick up an enrollment form if you are interested in using Kids’ Corner Childcare for the 
2016-17 school year.  Kids’ Corner will  include childcare for 3 School-5th Grade, before, during, and after school.  
Please click here to visit our website or email kidscorner@4hcs.org if you have questions.

Tuition Assistance – FACTS Program
Hudsonville Christian will  again be participating in FACTS, a grant application program.  Families who wish to apply 
for tuition assistance will need to use the FACTS application format online via a confidential  website (paper 
applications will also be available).  The $30 per application fee will be paid by HCS.  The FACTS online website 
application is available now at http://www.factsmgt.com.  Please contact FACTS at 1-866-315-9262 with any 
questions.  The deadline for submitting this application is March 31.
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Business Directory
The HCS Business Directory is now available on our website.  Be sure to check it out and see how you can support 
the businesses listed!

A Cultural Exchange Opportunity for Parents of Current 5th – 7th Grade Students 
Thanks to those families who have expressed interest in hosting a middle school student for 7 weeks next October 
– mid-December! If you have emailed an interest application to Gaby Padilla or the organization, would you please 
email Mary Broene, MS Principal, and let her know. (mbroene@4hcs.org) 
Tomorrow evening, Wednesday, March 16, Gaby Padilla will  be at the middle school with a presentation about the 
program and to provide an opportunity for any family that might be at all interested to ask questions. PLEASE join 
us at 6:30 p.m. in the Collaboration Room in the middle school to find out more about the program.

In the meantime, Mary Broene, MS Principal, is happy to provide more details and answer questions. You can also 
go to Faces and Our Cultures Program´s website at: www.facesandcultures.com or you email  Gaby Padilla, State 
Coordinator at: gaby.padilla@facesandcultures.com   

If you are interested in hosting a student, let Mary Broene know by email or, again, go to Faces and Our Cultures 
Program´s website, and fill  out our Host Family Application Form.  You can follow this link:  http://
facesandcultures.com/hostfamily-form/  

Registrations Being Accepted for Early Childhood Classes!
Enrollment forms are being accepted for our 3 School, 4 School, Pre-Kindergarten, and Kindergarten programs for 
this coming school year.  Stop by the elementary office to drop your form and enrollment fee off!  

End of 3rd Nine Weeks/Report Cards
Friday, March 18 is the end of the 3rd nine weeks.  Report cards will be available on RenWeb by 4:00 p.m. on 
Thursday, March 24.  Paper copies of report cards will  be made available upon request to families without computer 
access.

HCMS Refugee Family Update 

The Mayom family has been in West Michigan for two and a half weeks.   We continue to pray for a good transition 

for them.   Check out the website at http://livingbeyondmyself.weebly.com/ for photos, updates, and needs. Current 

needs include bikes, and school backpacks. Volunteers are also still needed to help with occasional transportation.  

Contact Jackie Sietsema at jsietsema@4hcs.org if you can help.

ELEMENTARY NEWS

Number/Day Schedule

March 16 Day #4

March 17 Day #1

March 18 Day #2

March 21 Day #3

March 22 Day #4

March 23 Day #1

PK - 2 Singing
This week Friday our students in PK – 2nd grade will  join together for a time of singing in the gym from 10:00 – 
10:25.  Parents are welcome to join us!

Summer Tutoring
There are sheets available at both elementary offices with names of staff members offering summer academic 
services.  Check it out if this is of interest to you!

Extra P.E. Shoes Needed
Parents, extra/used P.E. shoes are needed by Mr. Los for girls and boys who sometimes forget their shoes at 
home.  If you have extra tennis shoes that are useable, please drop them off to Mr. Los’ office for students who 
forget their shoes and still want to participate in P.E.  Thanks -- Mr. Los
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Second Grade Parents
Does your child easily master classroom math? Or write for fun? Or read above grade level?  SOAR is a program 
designed for students who easily master the goals of the classroom. Students receive additional instruction at their 
level with like ability peers in language arts and/or math.  Students will  be identified for the program on the basis of 
parent nomination and additional testing at HCS.  Forms to nominate your child are at the elementary school  office.  
The forms are due by Friday, March 25.  Contact Sharon Leerar (sleerar@4hcs.org or 662-1520) with any 
questions.

2nd and 3rd Grade Parents
A hands-on after school learning opportunity is coming in April for your child! This experience involves giving small 
groups of children a problem and the materials to solve it. We will be designing a watercraft, paper table and 
zipline. The dates for this experience are April  14, 21 and 28 from after school until  4. A snack will  be included. The 
cost per time is $3 to cover snack and expenses for materials that need to be purchased. Your child can participate 
all  3 weeks or just one. Registration is due by Thursday, March 31.  The registration form can be found on the 
website under Parents-Forms.  Please contact Sharon Leerar (sleerar@4hcs.org) if you have any questions.

Orchestra Fiddle Fest Event
Tuesday, March 29 at 7:00 p.m. at Fair Haven Church, 2900 Baldwin Street in Hudsonville will  be our annual 
Orchestra Fiddle Fest Concert.  This always fun and enjoyable evening includes our 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th grade 
orchestra members. All Orchestra Students: Fiddle Fest is right around the corner.  Students must wear country 
western theme this year.  So get your boots, bandanas, hats and more out to wear for this fun concert! 

5th Grade Parent Orientation to Middle School is Tonight!
5th grade parents who will be having their first child come to our middle school next year, please come tonight at 
7:00 p.m. for a special night at the Middle School.  The 6th grade staff, along with other middle school  teachers will 
be welcoming you to life at HCMS!  We really believe our middle school is a pretty special place and we want you to 
see why.  Go ahead and ask the questions you never quite dared to ask before!  All  parents are welcome, but we 
are focusing our discussion on those parents who will  be walking our halls for the first time!  Do you know a new 
family who is interested in becoming a part of HCMS bring them along, we would love to meet them! (Note – This 
meeting is for parents only.  Incoming 6th grade students will be visiting the middle school at a separate time during 
a school day later in the spring.)

MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS

Chapel Happenings
Thursday, March 17 – Mr. Justin Knot’s (6D) Homeroom leads chapel
Tuesday, March 22 – Ryan Elders from Young Life leads chapel
  
Hot Lunch on Wednesday, March 16 will  be Subway 6” Club Sub sandwich for $2.75 each.  Assorted chip 
selection for $.50 each.  Assorted canned pop or Gatorade flavors for $.50 each.

Friday Morning Break Treat
On Friday morning, March 18 we will  have Sprinkles Donuts on sale for $1.00 each.  Donut Volunteers are:  Kristin 
VanSolkema, Stacey Lanenga, Michelle Hamberg, Brenda Heun, Laura Brinks and Karla Veldink.  PLEASE NOTE 
TIME CHANGE FOR THIS WEEK’S MORNING BREAK:  Friday morning break is from 10:00 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. 
due to our Awesome Arts Day scheduling.

Mix It Up At Lunch!
Thursday, March 17 will be our last MIUAL date. Please be sure student lunches have non-microwaveable items.  
Because the small groups will  meet throughout the school building, there will  not be time for them to heat up 
lunches in microwaves. Thanks for your help!  The goal  of Mix It Up At Lunch is to help the small groups members 
get to know each other better and to build community vertically in grades 6, 7, and 8.  Middle school students have 
had lunch together in small groups that were formed for small group chapel  worship several  times in February and 
March.

8th Grade Play
Congratulations to the cast and crew of “May the Farce Be with You” who successfully performed three shows this 
past weekend.  Thank you for sharing your time and talents with us!  Thanks to the directors, everyone in cast and 
crew, and parent committees for all the hours of work and volunteer help!  Praise our God who gifts us with 
blessings of laughter, fun, and creativity.
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Spirit Days at HCMS
Our Student Leadership group has planned some Spirit Days and this week we will  have “Wacky Tacky Day” on 
Wednesday, March 16 – This day is a combination of Clash Day and Crazy Hair Day.  Students should plan non-
matching outfits and do some crazy hair styles.  (School dress code still  applies.)  To participate students MUST 
bring in cracker packs, granola bars or snack size zipper bags or pay a minimum of $1.00.  The “fee” to participate 
will  be going to the Kids Food Basket.  Check with your student for more details!  Our donations may seem small, 
but when we put them all together they will  make a big difference for Kids Food Basket. Participating is reflecting 
God’s love and being a difference maker.  Other days coming up are: Switch Day and Beach Day.

America & Me Contest Winners
Congratulations to three of our 8th graders for winning the top three spots for our school in the annual America & Me 
Essay Contest sponsored by Farm Bureau Insurance:  1st place – Aliyah Brinks, 2nd place – Jesse DeKock and 3rd 
place – Shaelyn Mulder.  Aliyah’s essay will now advance to the statewide competition from which the top ten 
entries in the state will be selected.  Great work and thanks to all the 8th grade students who participated this year!

Choir Concert Event
Tuesday, March 22 at 7:00 p.m. at Fair Haven Church, 2900 Baldwin Street in Hudsonville will be an annual  and 
anticipated evening with our 6th, 7th and 8th grade choirs.  This choir concert will be a presentation and lively 
program featuring Broadway musical tunes, choreography and clothing.  Plan to be there with us this year as we 
celebrate God’s gift of music and voice with the middle school  choirs.  NOTE:  There will be a short rehearsal  for all 
choirs on Monday, March 21 from 3:30 – 5:30 at Fair Haven Church. This rehearsal  will  focus on the choreography 
for the large group song. The choir members will  be bused TO Fair Haven but not back. Parents must pick up their 
children at Fairhaven at 5:30 p.m.

Orchestra Fiddle Fest
Tuesday, March 29 at 7:00 p.m. at Fair Haven Church, 2900 Baldwin Street in Hudsonville will  be our annual 
Orchestra Fiddle Fest Concert.  This always fun and enjoyable evening includes our 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th grade 
orchestra members. All Orchestra Students: Fiddle Fest is right around the corner. Students must wear country 
western theme this year. So get your boots, bandanas, hats and more out to wear for this fun concert! 

7th/8th Grade Solo and Ensemble
7th/8th grade orchestra students and band students who are registered for Solo and Ensemble should keep your 
schedule for Saturday, April 16 open.  Solo and Ensemble will take place at NorthPointe Christian.  Mrs. Jager and 
Mr. Knot will supply additional details as they become available.

PARENTS’ CLUB NEWS

Mother/Son Night Out
Pre-K through 5th grade boys, grab your mom, aunt, grandma or special female for the evening of Tuesday, April 
12.  The new Rebounderz in Jenison will  be closing their doors to everyone but HCS!  We will  enjoy a night of pizza 
and fun!  Keep an eye out for your invite for more information!   Go to http://rebounderzgrandrapids.com/ to check 
out the website for the different activities they will have available for us!

Fair Sign-ups Now Available Online 
Fair sign-ups are still available.  We have 96 spots still open.  If you are not signed up yet, please go to the online 
sign-up and choose a shift that works for your family and find some friends to sign-up with!  Please contact Mary 
Miedema at 350-8962 if you need more information. 

COMMUNITY NEWS

Unity Christian Sponsored 7th/8th Grade Co-Ed Tennis Team 

Unity Christian is sponsoring 7th/8th
 
grade co-ed tennis team.  Any student in these

 
grades in one of the Eastern 

Ottawa Christian schools (EOCS) may sign up to play, regardless of experience.  This program will take place from 
April  12 – May 19 at the Unity Christian Campus on 48th Avenue.  Information and online registration can be found 
at the following link: https://www.cognitoforms.com/UnityChristianHighSchool/2016MiddleSchoolTennis. To access 
this form online, go to Unity’s website: https://www.unitychristianathletics.org/main/ otherad/contentID/39913716.  
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Office Manager Needed
Royal Sheet Metal in Holland has a part-time job opening for office manager type work. This position would be 
Tuesday thru Friday, typically from 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., starting April 4. Looking for someone responsible, loyal, 
honest, and who has a good sense of how to use a computer.  This is a long-term/permanent position for the right 
person.  They offer competitive pay as well  as an annual bonus plan. Training can begin the week of March 21.  If 
you are interested or if you know someone interested in part-time work, please contact Jeff Kooienga at 
616-836-6506 or email jeff@royalsheet.com

Piano Lessons
Are you looking to start something new this spring?  Give piano lessons a try!  Piano Lesson Openings:  Monday & 
Wednesday evenings, or Friday afternoon.  For more information give me a call  -- Heather Collins. 616-228-4442 
(Home) or 352-408-9672 (Cell) 

Rehoboth Christian High School Choir Tour 2016 -- “Be Longing” 
The Rehoboth High School Choir invites you to a time of worship entitled “Be Longing” on Monday, March 28 at 
Harderwyk CRC in Holland at 7 p.m. and on Tuesday, March 29 at the Calvin College Chapel  at 7 p.m. The choir 
will  be joined by gospel artist CJ Grier, Lakota singer Abe Benson, and My Brother’s and Sister’s Houses in 
Holland; and by South Christian High School Connections Program and Potter’s House School in Grand Rapids.  A 
free will offering will be taken to help with the construction of a new Rehoboth High School building.

Friend to Friend Sale
This sale will  be held on Saturday, March 19 from 8:30 – 4:00 at Zutphen CRC, 3223 40th Avenue in Hudsonville.  
This sale will benefit a community wide packing event for Feed My Starving Children.  The sale will feature garage 
sale, home based, and craft items.  Lunch will  also be available.  To be a seller or for more information contact 
Donna at hdrotman@live.com.

Kids Rock Summer Camp
Kids in grades 1 – 10 have the opportunity to participate in Kids Rock Summer Camp at two locations in the Grand 
Rapids area.  There are flexible sign-up options and sibling discounts/payment plans available.  For more 
information, visit their website at www.KidsRockSummerCamp.com.

CALENDAR

March 15 MS Orientation for New Parents

March 16 Gaby Padilla Faces & Culture, 6:30 p.m. at MS

March 18 MS Awesome Arts Day

March 21 HCS Society Meeting

March 22 MS Choir Concert at Fair Haven

March 25 End of Third Nine Weeks

March 25 Good Friday Chapel, 10 a.m. at HCES north gym

March 29 HCS Fiddle Fest at Fair Haven

April 1 Report Cards Posted

April 1-8 Spring Break

April 11 School Resumes

April 18 TRIP Registration / Info Meeting, 7:00 p.m.

April 25-May 13 MAP Testing

April 27 Late Start (classes begin at 9:45 a.m.)

April 28 Early Childhood Celebration at Fair Haven

May 6 Walkathon

May 13 5th Grade to Greenfield Village

May 17 Spring Choir/Orchestra Concert at Fair Haven

May 18 Spring Band Concert at Jenison Center for the Arts

May 25, 26 Last week of 3 School/4 School
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May 27 3rd Grade to Lansing

May 30 Memorial Day

June 1 – 3 8th Grade Exams and Journey Project

June 6 8th Grade Class Trip

June 8 8th Grade Graduation

June 9 Last Day of School (full day)


