
March 22, 2016

Principal’s Note:  Our God is an Awesome God!

When sitting down to write this opening article, I had what is called “a good problem”. There were just too many 
great things about which I could write.  So I narrowed it down to two items – both testify to the awesomeness of our 
God.

On Friday, March 18, the middle school students traded a day of more traditional learning with one that was more 
experiential and focused on the many different arts that the Lord has blessed people with talents to create. The goal 
of the day was to experience art in ways that we may not have thought about before.  In the morning students 
attended four different sessions; there were 23 different presenters gifted in diverse areas here to work with our 
students.  In the afternoon, each grade level enjoyed three different programs – The Hark Up Horns; a magician 
and a chalk talk artist; and a storyteller.  It was an amazing day!  Be sure to ask your middle school  student about 
the day.  Click this link (http://bit.ly/aweartday) if you would like to see a brief glimpse of the day. What an awesome 
God we serve to give people such incredible gifts.

We continue to see how awesome God is through our experiences with the Mayom Sudanese refugee family.  The 
idea, energy, and drive for sponsoring a refugee family came from our students.  Many parents and teachers have 
provided the organization and support, but the energy and passion and the heart to help people has come from our 
students.  They are living our Difference Maker school theme and all to the glory of God.  Throughout the process 
we had times where we were concerned about different things.  Each time that happened, God would remind us 
that He had it all in control.

Housing for the Mayom family was secured in Holland five days before they arrived in the U.S.  While it would have 
been wonderful  to have them in Hudsonville, we can see the bigger picture of God’s wonderful plan to place them 
just where they are.  Here are just a few that God has taken care of:

• The bus line is close to their home.

• There is a Boys and Girls Club three blocks away.

• Bruno – the oldest boy – takes English class and it is only one block away.

• There are two playgrounds within blocks.

• They have a beautiful home with a kind landlord.

• They are close to the beach. They are used to swimming in the Mediterranean Sea.

• There is a very good English as a Second Language program at Engedi Church, which is the church they 
have started attending.

• Pillar Christian Reformed Church is stepping in to help.

Our God is an awesome God!  He has been faithful in providing support for this precious family and He has used 
HCS as a way to help them.  We are so blessed to be able to help!

Serving Together,

Mary Broene, Middle School Principal

(Feel free to go http://livingbeyondmyself.weebly.com/update-blog to learn more and follow the updated blog) 
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SCHOOL WIDE NEWS

Good Friday Chapel
Please plan to worship with us at our Good Friday Chapel.  We will  have an all-school chapel on Good Friday, 
March 25, at 10 a.m. at the elementary north gym (formerly Unity).  It will  be a beautiful  time of worshipping the One 
who gave His life for us!  Please join us!

HCS Walkathon is Coming Soon!
The HCS Walkathon will be held on Friday, May 6. Please mark your calendars now to help tally laps or to walk with 
your student.  Remember this is our one student-led fundraiser with a goal of raising $75,000-$80,000.  This money 
helps cover the cost of technology improvements, field trips, sports teams, and event rentals.  The last four years 
have been a huge success and we are grateful for the support of our sponsors, parents and for the energy and 
hard work of our students.  Pledge forms will  be coming home Tuesday, March 29.  Encourage your student to get 
pledges early before the busy spring arrives!  The preschoolers will be joining the Walkathon this year, raising 
money for the Early Childhood Expansion Project.  This money will be used to help cover the many costs 
associated with filling new Preschool and Kids' Corner Childcare classrooms.

Spring Vacations
If you plan on taking your child out of school  early prior to spring break, please make sure that you notify your 
child’s teacher and the school office.  We are concerned for our students’ safety and our office staff will  call  parents 
of students who are absent and not accounted for.  Please let the office and teacher know as soon as possible if 
you plan on leaving early for your vacation.  

Kids’ Corner Enrollment is Open! 
Please stop by the office to pick up an enrollment form if you are interested in using Kids’ Corner Childcare for the 
2016-17 school year.  Kids’ Corner will  include childcare for 3 School-5th Grade, before, during, and after school.  
Please click here to visit our website or email kidscorner@4hcs.org if you have questions.

Tuition Assistance – FACTS Program
Hudsonville Christian will  again be participating in FACTS, a grant application program.  Families who wish to apply 
for tuition assistance will need to use the FACTS application format online via a confidential  website (paper 
applications will also be available).  The $30 per application fee will be paid by HCS.  The FACTS online website 
application is available now at http://www.factsmgt.com.  Please contact FACTS at 1-866-315-9262 with any 
questions.  The deadline for submitting this application is March 31.

Registrations Being Accepted for Early Childhood Classes!
Enrollment forms are being accepted for our 3 School, 4 School, Pre-Kindergarten, and Kindergarten programs for 
this coming school year.  Stop by the elementary office to drop your form and enrollment fee off!  

End of 3rd Nine Weeks/Report Cards
Friday, March 25 is the end of the 3rd nine weeks.  Report cards will be available on RenWeb by 4:00 p.m. on 
Friday, April 1.  Paper copies of report cards will  be made available upon request to families without computer 
access.

Unity Busing
Just a reminder to families who utilize Unity busing that due to their parent/teacher conferences there will  be no 
afternoon busing on Thursday, March 24 and no busing at all on Friday, March 25.  

ELEMENTARY NEWS

Number/Day Schedule

March 23 Day #1

March 24 Day #2

March 25 Day #3

March 28 Day #4

March 29 Day #1

March 30 Day #2
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GAC Cookies
There will be no GAC cookies this week Friday due to the Good Friday activities taking place that morning.  

Summer Tutoring
There are sheets available at both elementary offices with names of staff members offering summer academic 
services.  Check it out if this is of interest to you!

Extra P.E. Shoes Needed
Parents, extra/used P.E. shoes are needed by Mr. Los for girls and boys who sometimes forget their shoes at 
home.  If you have extra tennis shoes that are useable, please drop them off to Mr. Los’ office for students who 
forget their shoes and still want to participate in P.E.  Thanks -- Mr. Los

Second Grade Parents
Does your child easily master classroom math? Or write for fun? Or read above grade level?  SOAR is a program 
designed for students who easily master the goals of the classroom. Students receive additional instruction at their 
level with like ability peers in language arts and/or math.  Students will  be identified for the program on the basis of 
parent nomination and additional testing at HCS.  Forms to nominate your child are at the elementary school  office.  
The forms are due by Friday, March 25.  Contact Sharon Leerar (sleerar@4hcs.org or 662-1520) with any 
questions.

2nd and 3rd Grade Parents
A hands-on after school learning opportunity is coming in April for your child! This experience involves giving small 
groups of children a problem and the materials to solve it. We will  be designing a watercraft, paper table and zip 
line. The dates for this experience are April  14, 21 and 28 from after school  until  4. A snack will be included. The 
cost per time is $3 to cover snack and expenses for materials that need to be purchased. Your child can participate 
all  3 weeks or just one. Registration is due by Thursday, March 31.  The registration form can be found on the 
website under Parents-Forms.  Please contact Sharon Leerar (sleerar@4hcs.org) if you have any questions.

Parents of 5th Grade Students
If you did not attend the Tuesday evening meeting last week you should receive a couple sets of papers home 
through your 5th grade student.  Please check with your son/daughter.  Be sure to pay attention to the information 
provided on the 1:1 Chromebook program for your student as they enter HCMS this fall. There are forms to be 
signed and returned to school.  Thank you!

Orchestra Fiddle Fest Concert
The Fiddle Fest is Tuesday, March 29 at 7:00  at Fair Haven Church.  Call time is 6:30.  Students will wear country 
western themed clothes - hats, bandannas, jeans, plaid shirts, boots, or you name it.  We will have a rehearsal that 
morning at Fair Haven Church.  If your student plays CELLO or BASS please try to have their instruments brought 
to the church by 9:30 a.m. that morning.  If this will be a problem please email at sjager@4hcs.org. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS

Chapel Happenings
Thursday, March 24 Maundy Thursday, Mr. Mike Broersma leads chapel
Tuesday, March 29 Unity Christian High School Praise Team leads chapel
  
Hot Lunch on Wednesday, March 23 will be Jet’s Pizza (Cheese or Pepperoni) for $1.50 each square slice.  
Assorted chip selection for $.50 each.  Assorted canned pop or Gatorade flavors for $.50 each.

Spirit Day at HCMS
Our Student Leadership group has planned some Spirit Days and this week we will have “Switch Day” on 
Wednesday, March 23 – This day students can dress as teachers; teachers dress as students.  (School dress code 
still applies.)  To participate students must bring in a box of original, plain Cheerios cereal  or pay a minimum of 
$1.00.  The “fee” to participate will  be going to the Kids Food Basket.  Check with your student for more details!  
Our donations may seem small, but when we put them all together they will  make a big difference for Kids Food 
Basket. Participating is reflecting God’s love and being a difference maker.  The final  spirit day coming will be 
Beach Day.

Friday Morning Break Treat
There will  be no GAC cookies for sale this week Friday due to the Good Friday activities taking place that morning.  
Students should remember to bring their own snack item.
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Choir Concert Event
We hope you are planning to join us tonight at 7:00 p.m. at Fair Haven Church in Hudsonville for our annual 
evening with our 6th, 7th, and 8th grade choirs.  This choir concert will be a presentation and lively program 
featuring Broadway musical tunes, choreography, and clothing.  

Orchestra Fiddle Fest Concert
The Fiddle Fest is Tuesday, March 29 at 7:00  at Fair Haven Church.  Call time is 6:30.  Students will wear country 
western themed clothes - hats, bandannas, jeans, plaid shirts, boots, or you name it.  We will have a rehearsal that 
morning at Fair Haven Church.  If your student plays CELLO or BASS please try to have their instruments brought 
to the church by 9:30 a.m. that morning.  If this will be a problem please email at sjager@4hcs.org. 

7/8 Grade Orchestra Solo and Ensemble
7/8 grade orchestra students and band students who are registered for Solo and Ensemble should keep your 
schedule for Saturday, April 16 open.  Solo and Ensemble will take place at NorthPointe Christian.  Mrs. Jager and 
Mr. Knot will supply additional details as they become available.

PARENTS’ CLUB NEWS

Mother/Son Night Out
Pre-K through 5th grade boys, grab your mom, aunt, grandma or special female for the evening of Tuesday, April 
12.  The new Rebounderz in Jenison will  be closing their doors to everyone but HCS!  We will  enjoy a night of pizza 
and fun!  Keep an eye out for your invite for more information!   Go to http://rebounderzgrandrapids.com/ to check 
out the website for the different activities they will have available for us!

Fair Sign-ups Now Available Online 
Fair sign-ups are still available.  If you are not signed up yet, please go to the online sign-up and choose a shift that 
works for your family and find some friends to sign-up with!  Please contact Mary Miedema at 350-8962 if you need 
more information. 

COMMUNITY NEWS

Unity Christian Sponsored 7th/8th Grade Co-Ed Tennis Team 

Unity Christian is sponsoring 7th/8th
 
grade co-ed tennis team.  Any student in these

 
grades in one of the Eastern 

Ottawa Christian schools (EOCS) may sign up to play, regardless of experience.  This program will take place from 
April  12 – May 19 at the Unity Christian Campus on 48th Avenue.  Information and online registration can be found 
at the following link: https://www.cognitoforms.com/UnityChristianHighSchool/2016MiddleSchoolTennis. To access 
this form online, go to Unity’s website: https://www.unitychristianathletics.org/main/ otherad/contentID/39913716.  

Calvin College Chemistry Camps
Half-day camps feature demonstrations and hands-on experiments designed to teach introductory chemical 
concepts in a fun and entertaining way.  These one-week camps will  be held during the weeks of July 11, 18, and 
25; www.calvin.edu/go/chemistrycamp

Calvin College ACE (Academic Camps for Excellence)
This program offers full-day camps for students who enjoy academic  challenges.  Campers will  get excited about 
science or computers in a whole new way by learning about the natural world around them and how things work.  
Camps in Physics, Chemistry, Advanced Science, and Imaginary Worlds (computers).  http://www.calvin.edu/go/
ace.

Georgetown Ice Center “Frozen Heart, an Ice Skating Adventure”
Once Upon A Dream Princess Parties is hosting “Frozen Heart, an Ice Skating Adventure” at Georgetown Ice 
Center on Saturday, April  23 at 4:30 p.m.  The cost is $10 per person.  Come see the Frozen Sisters as they share 
their fun-filled story, and get a chance to skate and take a photo with them!  For questions or more information 
please call 662-2800.

Host Families Needed
Host families are needed for 4 or 6 weeks this summer for teenage students from Spain who are coming to the area 
to practice their (already good) English.  The 4-week program is June 28 - July 25 and the students attend activities 
every Tuesday/Thursday out of Grandville.  The 6-week program is June 28 - August 7 and these students do not 
attend any activities but only live with the host family. Both programs are flexible and students may go on vacation 
or to summer camp with you. Students come fully insured and with their own spending money. Please contact 
Rachel VanderStelt at rachel.cet@gmail.com for more information.
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Piano Lessons
Are you looking to start something new this spring?  Give piano lessons a try!  Piano Lesson Openings:  Monday & 
Wednesday evenings, or Friday afternoon.  For more information give me a call  -- Heather Collins. 616-228-4442 
(Home) or 352-408-9672 (Cell) 

Rehoboth Christian High School Choir Tour 2016 -- “Be Longing” 
The Rehoboth High School Choir invites you to a time of worship entitled “Be Longing” on Monday, March 28 at 
Harderwyk CRC in Holland at 7 p.m. and on Tuesday, March 29 at the Calvin College Chapel  at 7 p.m.  This 
concert explores the reality that we are a longing people, and that we find our joy in belonging to Jesus Christ and 
the body of Christ.  The choir will be joined by gospel artist CJ Grier, Lakota singer Abe Benson, and My Brother’s 
and Sister’s Houses in Holland; and by South Christian High School  Connections Program and Potter’s House 
School in Grand Rapids.  A free will  offering will  be taken to help with the construction of a new Rehoboth High 
School building.

"Spring Break" Baseball Camp
Looking for something to do this Spring Break?  The Spring Break Skills Camp is a 2-day camp event!  The camp is 
very cost effective and extremely fun and educational!  The camp will cover all aspects of baseball: hitting, bunting, 
pitching, fielding, and base running.  Our experienced baseball instructors are all  current or former college players 
and coaches.  T-shirts are included!
When:   Thursday, April 7 and Friday, April 8 from 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Ages:   6-9 and 10-13 year olds (Players will be placed in age groups) 
Cost:   $70 per player
Location:  SportsQuest (3255 - 100th Avenue Zeeland, MI 49464) - indoors
Register:  http://www.baseball-concepts.com/camps/
Questions:  baseballconcepts@gmail.com   /  616.212.8788

Rivertown Races Half Marathon and 5K at Millennium Park
Rivertown Races is committed to bringing affordable and fun races to the West Michigan area, including a half 
marathon and 5K.  Through support of outstanding organizations that focus on children’s assessment, counseling, 
development, education, health, and nutrition, Rivertown Races hopes to make a significant difference in West 
Michigan. This year, money raised will benefit A-T Children’s Project, Children’s Assessment Center, Conductive 
Learning Center, Grandville Calvin Christian Schools, Kids’ Food Basket, and Starlight Ministries.  
Starting April 1 – April 14, 2016, every time someone registers for either race and selects HCS as their benefiting 
school  on the race website, $2 will  be donated back to HCS.  As an extra incentive, on April  15 Rivertown Races 
will  match the dollar amount of the school that had the most runners sign up.  For registration info go to 
info@rivertownraces.com, and look for the drop down box where you can select HCS.  We hope to see many of 
you on race day! 

CALENDAR

March 22 MS Choir Concert at Fair Haven

March 25 End of Third Nine Weeks

March 25 Good Friday Chapel, 10 a.m. at HCES north gym

March 29 HCS Fiddle Fest at Fair Haven

April 1 Report Cards Posted

April 1-8 Spring Break

April 11 School Resumes

April 18 TRIP Registration / Info Meeting, 7:00 p.m.

April 25-May 13 MAP Testing

April 27 Late Start (classes begin at 9:45 a.m.)

April 28 Early Childhood Celebration at Fair Haven

May 6 Walkathon

May 13 5th Grade to Greenfield Village

May 17 Spring Choir/Orchestra Concert at Fair Haven

May 18 Spring Band Concert at Jenison Center for the Arts
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May 25, 26 Last week of 3 School/4 School

May 27 3rd Grade to Lansing

May 30 Memorial Day

June 1 – 3 8th Grade Exams and Journey Project

June 6 8th Grade Class Trip

June 8 8th Grade Graduation

June 9 Last Day of School (full day)

 
 
 


