
April 12, 2016

Principal’s Note ~ Bringing Our Rejoicing Into the World!

“Then Simon Peter, who was behind him, arrived and went into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 
as well as the burial cloth that had been around Jesus’  head. The cloth was folded up by itself, separate from 
the linen.  Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed.”

              John 20:6-8   NIV

What a moment for Peter and John!  They finally understand that Jesus has stripped away the burial clothes 
and walked out of the tomb – alive!  They had believed Jesus was the Messiah when he was with them, but 
after watching him suffer and die – something in their minds a Messiah would never do – their belief was 
shaken.  It was shaken until this moment was proved by an empty tomb!

We have it easier than Peter and John because from the beginning we have known Jesus is the Messiah.  
However, our faith is still  shaken at times.  And we know the story’s end!  But truly, the end of the story – Jesus’ 
resurrection – is just the beginning for us.  It isn’t enough to remain in the moment of proven belief.  We must 
intentionally live it for every moment of our lives.  In this way, we bring our rejoicing to the world.  
      Excerpt from “Making Room for Jesus” by Marci Alborghetti

Making Room for Jesus. Missouri: Creative Communications, 2007. Print.

    

The HCS mission statement is “Challenging Minds and Lives for Christ”. We take this mission seriously.  As we 
continue to partner together, let us rejoice in knowing Jesus is the Messiah and intentionally live our rejoicing 
because of all this belief encompasses.

Rejoicing Together in Him,

Mary Broene
Middle School Principal

SCHOOL WIDE NEWS

Congratulations!
We extend our congratulations to staff members who have been blessed with the birth of babies recently!  Mr. 
Luke Holtrop and his wife, Ruth, welcomed a healthy baby girl, Isla Ruth on April 3. Mrs. Andrea Gabrielse and 
her husband, Josh, also welcomed a healthy baby girl, Lena Sophia, on April 5.   We give God praise for these 
new precious babies!

Unity Busing
Just a reminder to families who utilize Unity busing that there will be no afternoon busing on Tuesday, April 12 
and Friday, April 15.  



HCS Walkathon is Almost Here!
Welcome back from Spring Break!  If your children haven't already started doing so, please encourage them to 
begin collecting their pledges.  They are due back in three weeks on May 2.  A room mom may be contacting 
you soon to see if you are able to help out with counting laps at the track.  Thank you for your support of this 
important fundraiser!
 
Walkathon Celebration Supper
Plan to attend the celebration supper that follows the Walkathon on Friday, May 6 at 6:00 p.m.  Enjoy a delicious 
chicken dinner with your family and friends.  Kids can play in a bounce house and try to sink their favorite 
teacher in the dunk tank.  Walkathon prizes will be awarded.  Come and see who will win the grand prize?  Sign 
up at rsvp@4hcs.org.  Please be sure to include your family name and how many will be attending.  Donations 
to cover costs will  be accepted at the supper.  Deadline to sign up is Friday, April  22.  We are in need of a few 
volunteers to help with the bounce house and dunk tank for an hour.  If you are available please contact Ranee 
Christian at (616) 828-3251. 

TRIP Registration/Information Meeting
Are you interested in learning more about or signing up for TRIP (Tuition Reduction Incentive Program)?  Then 
come to a registration/information meeting being held next Monday, April 18 at 7 p.m. at the elementary school.  

Late Start Day Coming April 27
Hudsonville Christian School will  have a late start day on Wednesday, April  27.  School will  begin at 9:45, and all 
Hudsonville Public  buses will run their normal schedules.  Students who ride a Unity bus will need to arrange 
alternate transportation for this morning.  

Hikers/Backpackers
If you are 5th grade this year or older (5th – 8th) and would like to participate in this year’s hikes, be sure to 
signup soon.  You can find information and the online signup at this link. Forms can also be picked up from the 
middle school or Mr. Schnyders.

Kids’ Corner Enrollment is Open! 
In addition to our regular enrollment, Kids’ Corner is now  accepting enrollment for FULL DAYS of childcare.  
If you have a child in 3’s or 4’s Preschool, Pre-K, or Kindergarten, you are now able to sign him/her up for 
childcare on the days they do not attend school. If you have already enrolled in Kids’ Corner feel  free to send an 
email  or stop in the office to add to your enrollment.  If you have not enrolled yet, please stop by the office to 
pick up an enrollment form to sign your child up for the 2016-17 school  year.  Kids’ Corner will  include childcare 
for 3 School-5th Grade, before, during, and after school.  Please click here to visit our website or 
email kidscorner@4hcs.org if you have questions.

Registrations Being Accepted for Early Childhood Classes!
Enrollment forms are being accepted for our 3 School, 4 School, Pre-Kindergarten, and Kindergarten programs 
for this coming school year.  Stop by the elementary office to drop your form and enrollment fee off!  

Mark Your Schedule for Upcoming Musical Programs  
The final Choir and Orchestra concert for the year will be our spring concert on Tuesday, May 17 at 7:00 p.m. at 
Fair Haven Ministries.  This concert will  feature our 6th, 7th and 8th grade choirs and the 5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th 
grade orchestras.    

The final Band concert of the year will be our spring concert on Wednesday, May 18 at the Jenison Center for 
the Arts with our 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th grade bands performing at 7:00 p.m.  The address for this venue is 8375 – 
20th Avenue, Jenison, Michigan.

ELEMENTARY NEWS

Number/Day Schedule

April 13 Day #2

April 14 Day #3

April 15 Day #4
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April 18 Day #1

April 19 Day #2

April 20 Day #3

Grades 3 – 5 Singing
This week Friday morning from 10 – 10:25 our students in grades 3 – 5 will  come together for a time of singing.  
Parents are welcome to join us!

Yarn Needed!
Our third graders have begun weaving in Art class, and we would love to restock our yarn supply with any yarn 
that you might want to recycle or are not using currently.  Feel free to bring to the elementary office.  Thank you!  

Lost and Found
Parents, our elementary lost and found area (located by the art and music  rooms) is bursting with discarded 
items again.  Please remind your child to check out the clothing and accessories hanging there to see if any 
items belong to them.  Items not claimed by the end of the school year will be donated.

Summer Tutoring
There are sheets available at both elementary offices with names of staff members offering summer academic 
services.  Check it out if this is of interest to you!

MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS

Thank You!
The annual all-middle school potluck on Thursday, March 31 was a great success!  Thanks to all  the parents 
who provided the yummy food.  Thanks as well to those parents who helped with the organization, set-up, and 
clean-up. We couldn’t pull off something like this without your help. Lastly, thanks to Mrs. Billin and her 
Exploratory Week class for organizing the surprise baby shower and gifts for Luke and Ruth Holtrop.  The HCS 
community is the best!

Very Important – After School Student Pick-Up
Parents, grandparents and siblings - when picking up your middle school students after school, please do not 
park in the driveway loop in the parking lot by the north gym.  If you arrive before the students are released from 
class, pull up along the sidewalk all the way to the south, or please find a parking space and then pull  forward 
when you see your child at the door, or park in the back lot near the basketball  hoops and pull  forward when you 
see your child. This will manage the congestion and hopefully eliminate the back up of cars into Van Buren 
Street.  Thank you for your help with this!

Chapel Happenings
Thursday, April 14 – Mr. Brent Harris’ 8A Homeroom students lead chapel
Tuesday, April 19 – Mr. Tom VandenBerg leads chapel
  
Hot Lunch on Wednesday, April 13:  Pizza Ranch Pizza (BBQ Chicken or Cheese) for $1.25/slice.  Assorted 
chip selection for $.50 each.  Assorted canned pop or Gatorade flavors for $.50 each.

8th Grade Parents
Be sure to watch your mail for an informational  letter coming this week concerning the upcoming end of the 
school  year, your student’s 8th grade class trip on Monday June 6, and 8th grade graduation on Wednesday, 
June 8.  J

7th/8th Grade Solo and Ensemble
7/8 grade orchestra students and band students who are registered for Solo and Ensemble should have 
received their schedule for Saturday, April 16.  Solo and Ensemble will take place at NorthPointe Christian.  If 
you need additional details, please contact Mrs. Jager and Mr. Knot.



PARENTS’ CLUB NEWS

Check Out The New HCS Parents’ Club Facebook Page!
The Parents’ Club has created a closed group page on Facebook to increase communication with parents.  
Please search for Hudsonville Christian School Parents’ Club on Facebook and ask to join!

Box Top Contest
A special Box Top Contest is running from March 24 – May 20 for PS – 5th grade students.    Please use the Box 
Top sheet to adhere box tops to.    We would like to get 1500+ box tops.    If the goal  is matched or passed, all 
PS – 5th grade students will get a popsicle treat on their last day of school! 

Parents’ Club Spring Meeting
The Parents’ Club General Assembly Spring Meeting is TODAY in Mrs. Ymker’s Pre-K room at 1:45 p.m.   
Everyone is welcome to come to this meeting to see what Parents’ Club is all about and the many options 
available for volunteering.  

Greenhouse Gift Card Sale
If you are planning to buy flowers for your yard or for Mother’s Day, this is a wonderful way to support and raise 
money for our amazing school.  HCS receives 20 percent of the proceeds. What a great way to support our 
school!  If you are going to buy flowers from WW Greenhouse, Garden Crossings or Countryside Greenhouse 
this spring, don't forget to order your gift cards from school.  There are order forms in the office at the 
elementary, with a few select cards being available to purchase in the elementary office from April 11- May 2.  
You can also fill  out the Greenhouse Gift Card Sale Form found on the HCS website and send it in with your 
payment.    All  orders will  be filled and sent home with your child the week before Mother’s Day.  This sale is not 
part of the TRIP program.

Mother/Son Night Out  
Tonight, Tuesday, April  12, is the Mother/Son night at Rebounderz.  Doors will  be open for HCS to begin check 
in at 5:30.  Please be sure to bring completed waiver for an easy check in (the paper waiver is supposed to be 
faster than the online waiver for check in)!  Looking forward to a super fun night with our boys!  Any questions, 
please don't hesitate to contact Callie at Clselvius@gmail.com.

Fair Sign-ups Now Available Online 
Fair sign-ups are still available.  If you are not signed up yet, please go to the online sign-up and choose a shift 
that works for your family and find some friends to sign-up with!  Please contact Mary Miedema at 350-8962 if 
you need more information. 

COMMUNITY NEWS

Unity Christian High School Golf Clinic for Girls in Grades 6 - 11 
A golf clinic  for girls in grades 6 – 11 will  be held on Friday, May 6 beginning at 6 p.m. at Diamond Springs Golf 
Course.  The girls will  work on the fundamentals of the golf swing and will spend a short time on the range 
before moving to the golf course to play a round/tournament.  Parents or another adult are invited to join and 
play with their athlete.  The cost to participate is $10 for each student/adult playing.  Deadline to register is April 
29.  More details and registration information can be found at http://www.unitychristianathletics.org/main/
campsclinics
 
Unity Christian H.S. Summer Sports Camps
Unity Christian High School  is offering several summer sports camps for students four years old to 12th grade.  
Camps being offered include baseball, softball, basketball, football, golf, soccer, tennis, volleyball, and wrestling 
(camps have varying grade requirements).  To Registration for these camps go to:  http://
www.unitychristianathletics.org/main/campsclinics.  Deadline to register is May 15.

eBay Volunteers Needed at Revive
Love eBay?  So do we!  Revive has seen great success selling on eBay and could use additional  volunteers to 
help list, manage, and sell  even more items in this way.  This task could require as many hours as you are able 
to give each week in a very flexible schedule, allowing you to work from home.  If you or someone you know 
would be interested in this opportunity, please contact us at 662-3375 or revive@unitychristian.org. 
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Host Families Needed
Host families are needed for 4 or 6 weeks this summer for teenage students from Spain who are coming to the 
area to practice their (already good) English.  The 4-week program is June 28 - July 25 and the students attend 
activities every Tuesday/Thursday out of Grandville.  The 6-week program is June 28 - August 7 and these 
students do not attend any activities but only live with the host family. Both programs are flexible and students 
may go on vacation or to summer camp with you. Students come fully insured and with their own spending 
money. Please contact Rachel VanderStelt at rachel.cet@gmail.com for more information.

Calvin College Chemistry Camps
Half-day camps feature demonstrations and hands-on experiments designed to teach introductory chemical 
concepts in a fun and entertaining way.  These one-week camps will  be held during the weeks of July 11, 18, 
and 25; www.calvin.edu/go/chemistrycamp

Calvin College ACE (Academic Camps for Excellence)
This program offers full-day camps for students who enjoy academic  challenges.  Campers will get excited 
about science or computers in a whole new way by learning about the natural world around them and how 
things work.  Camps are in Physics, Chemistry, Advanced Science, and Imaginary Worlds (computers).  
www.calvin.edu/go/ace.

Hope College Summer Science Camps is offering exciting opportunities this summer for students (K-12) to 
explore the wonderful world of Science and more!  Choose from 52 camps that offer "hands-on" interactive 
investigations designed to teach scientific  concepts in a FUN yet challenging way. Select from camps such as 
Crazy Chemistry, Little Bits, Science of Art, Uke can do it (a ukulele camp), CSI, Scratch computer program (and 
more...) for K-5 campers. Middle school campers choose from Video Game Making, Disgusting Dissection 
II, Movie Making Plus (and more!).  Grades entering 9-12th this fall, choose from academies such as 3D 
modeling and Printing, Beach Wheelchair Construction, Coding and Circuits (and more!)  Visit our website at:  
www.hope.edu/explore to register online.  Contact us at sciencecamp@hope.edu or call 616-395-7628.  Partial 
scholarships are available for those who need financial assistance.

Kids Day 2016 – June 11, 2016
Jehovah Jireh Ministries of West Michigan is hosting Kids Day at the Hudsonville Fair Grounds on Saturday, 
June 11 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  This is an event intended to be a family day full of games and activities, food 
and entertainment, for both the young and the young at heart – all  with a distinctive Christian flavor. There are 
many ways other than just attending to get involved: run a game booth; sponsor a booth; be part of the event 
entertainment; be an event volunteer; sponsor the event. For more information and/or questions, please call or 
email  Jim @ 896.1570 / jjmjamestown@att.net; Eric  @ 616.558.8224 / er841ra@gmail.com; Randy @ 
616.466.3150 / rhertgers@att.net

Rivertown Races Half Marathon and 5K at Millennium Park
Rivertown Races is committed to bringing affordable and fun races to the West Michigan area, including a half 
marathon and 5K.  Through support of outstanding organizations that focus on children’s assessment, 
counseling, development, education, health, and nutrition, Rivertown Races hopes to make a significant 
difference in West Michigan. This year, money raised will  benefit A-T Children’s Project, Children’s Assessment 
Center, Conductive Learning Center, Grandville Calvin Christian Schools, Kids’ Food Basket, and Starlight 
Ministries.  Starting April 1 – April  14, 2016, every time someone registers for either race and selects HCS as 
their benefiting school on the race website, $2 will be donated back to HCS.  As an extra incentive, on April 15 
Rivertown Races will  match the dollar amount of the school that had the most runners sign up.  For registration 
info go to info@rivertownraces.com, and look for the drop down box where you can select HCS.  We hope to 
see many of you on race day! 

mailto:rachel.cet@gmail.com
mailto:rachel.cet@gmail.com
http://www.calvin.edu/go/chemistrycamp
http://www.calvin.edu/go/chemistrycamp
http://www.hope.edu/explore
http://www.hope.edu/explore
mailto:sciencecamp@hope.edu
mailto:sciencecamp@hope.edu
mailto:jjmjamestown@att.net
mailto:jjmjamestown@att.net
mailto:er841ra@gmail.com
mailto:er841ra@gmail.com
mailto:rhertgers@att.net
mailto:rhertgers@att.net
mailto:info@rivertownraces.com
mailto:info@rivertownraces.com


CALENDAR

April 18 TRIP Registration / Info Meeting, 7:00 p.m.

April 25-May 13 MAP Testing

April 27 Late Start (classes begin at 9:45 a.m.)

April 28 Early Childhood Celebration at Fair Haven

May 6 Walkathon

May 13 5th Grade to Greenfield Village

May 17 Spring Choir/Orchestra Concert at Fair Haven

May 18 Spring Band Concert at Jenison Center for the Arts

May 25, 26 Last week of 3 School/4 School

May 27 3rd Grade to Lansing

May 30 Memorial Day

June 1 – 3 8th Grade Exams and Journey Project

June 6 8th Grade Class Trip

June 8 8th Grade Graduation

June 9 Last Day of School (full day)

 
 
 


