
May 17, 2016

Dear Parents:

This is a busy time of the year for many reasons.  So often I hear the comment “So is the school  year winding 
down?”  And I just smile.  This week, once again, I was privileged to show a couple new families around our school 
and talk to them about HCS and Christian education.  These are some of the “blessings” I receive in my job.

It just seems a little different for me this year however.  Last week I sent in my last official payment for Christian 
education for my children, something I have been doing each month for 24 years!  I certainly plan on supporting 
Christian education in some way for as many years as I can, but sending in that last “official” payment impacted me 
much more than I imagined it would.  Having the opportunity of sending my two children to Christian schools all of 
those years was a privilege I have not taken lightly.  I think it is for those reasons I love so much to talk about HCS.

We truly are blessed to have the Christian schools we do in West Michigan, and unless you have lived elsewhere 
you really cannot understand what I mean.  This is something I was reminded again by the out-of-state families I 
showed around this week … just a few more blessings to add to the note Mrs. Broene shared last week.

Serving Him Together,

Dan Pott
Superintendent

SCHOOL WIDE NEWS

HCS Walkathon Pledges are Due May 23!
We are thankful for the HCS community working together to raise a record $105,000 at the Walkathon!  In addition 
to the $105,000 raised by the Pre-K through 8th grade, the preschoolers currently raised over $4,900 to be used for 
the new Preschool  and Kids’ Corner Childcare classrooms.  We want to remind you that all remaining Walkathon 
pledges are due Monday, May 23.  Please remember to return your pledge form, envelope, and all  money due.  
Thank you again for your tremendous support!

Congratulations!
We give thanks to God that Ken and Crystal Van Dyken (3 School teacher) were blessed with the birth of a healthy 
son, Kam Kenneth, on May 10.  We pray God will continue to bless their family!

Enrollment Packets
Enrollment packets for the 2016-2017 school year are due by Friday, May 27.  As a part of the enrollment process 
we need all  of our parents to go online to our Parent Volunteer sign up page to choose how you can help at HCS 
this coming year.  Please click on this link to access the parent volunteer information.  Thank you! 

http://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2016-17-Enrollment-Forms.pdf
http://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2016-17-Enrollment-Forms.pdf
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4baaa82dabf94-201617
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4baaa82dabf94-201617


Upcoming Musical Programs
The final  Choir and Orchestra concert for the year will be our spring concert TONIGHT at 7:00 p.m. at Fair Haven 
Ministries.  This concert will feature our 6th, 7th and 8th grade choirs and the 5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th grade 
orchestras.  Students should arrive at 6:35 p.m.   Directors will  advise students of the practice room to meet in; the 
room will likely be in the 400 wing at Fair Haven.

The final Band concert of the year will be our spring concert TOMORROW, May 18 at the Jenison Center for the 
Arts with our 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th grade bands performing at 7:00 p.m.  The address for this venue is 8375 – 20th 
Avenue in Jenison.

TRIP Registration/Information Meeting
The next TRIP Registration/Information Meeting will be on Monday, May 23 at 7 p.m. at the elementary building.

Camp Crazee Fun Registration Available
Camp Crazee Fun registrations are now being accepted for students going into grades 3 - 8.  It will be held this 
summer from June 20-24 at HCS Middle School.  Mr. Koets, Mr. Doll, and Mr. Los will run an everyday group 
games activity camp for your kids to enjoy. An online form is available at this link.  Any questions, contact Mr. Los at 
dlos@4hcs.org.  Enrollment deadline to the office is May 20.

Save the Date for the HCS Golf Outing!
Look for information coming out next week on the Hudsonville Christian School  Golf Outing, which will be held on 
Monday, August 1 at Railside Golf Club in Byron Center.  It is a great event that raises money for our tuition 
assistance fund.  Mark the date on your calendar and look for details next week!

Kids’ Corner Enrollment is Open! 
In addition to our regular enrollment, Kids’ Corner is now accepting enrollment for FULL DAYS of childcare.  If you 
have a child in 3’s or 4’s Preschool, Pre-K, or Kindergarten, you are now able to sign him/her up for childcare on the 
days they do not attend school. If you have already enrolled in Kids’ Corner feel free to send an email  or stop in the 
office to add to your enrollment.  If you have not enrolled yet, please stop by the office to pick up an enrollment form 
to sign your child up for the 2016-17 school year.  Kids’ Corner will  include childcare for 3 School-5th Grade, before, 
during, and after school.  Please click here to visit our website or email kidscorner@4hcs.org if you have questions.

Registrations Being Accepted for Early Childhood Classes!
Enrollment forms are being accepted for our 3 School, 4 School, Pre-Kindergarten, and Kindergarten programs for 
this coming school year.  Stop by the elementary office to drop your form and enrollment fee off!  

ELEMENTARY NEWS

Number/Day Schedule

May 18 Day #2

May 19 Day #3

May 20 Day #4

May 23 Day #1

May 24 Day #2

May 25 Day #3

3rd – 5th Grade Singing
This week Friday morning our 3rd – 5th grade students will  come together for a time of singing from 10:00 – 10:25.  
Parents are welcome to join us!

Yearbook Signing Recess Advance Notice
Elementary students will  have a combined long recess on Wednesday, June 1, during which they will be able to 
have the elementary staff sign their yearbooks.  Please remind your PK - 5th grade student to bring his/her 
yearbook or a notebook to school on that day.

http://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/CampCrazeeFun2016.pdf
http://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/CampCrazeeFun2016.pdf
mailto:dlos@4hcs.org
mailto:dlos@4hcs.org
http://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/preschool/kids-corner-childcare
http://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/preschool/kids-corner-childcare
mailto:kidscorner@4hcs.org
mailto:kidscorner@4hcs.org
http://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/preschool/early-childhood-enrollment/
http://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/preschool/early-childhood-enrollment/


Whitecaps Baseball
To celebrate and honor all  the reading that has taken place at the elementary building this year, every student in 
PreK-5th grade will be taking home a voucher for two free White Caps tickets.  Thanks to the Whitecaps for 
providing these tickets as part of their 2016 Reading Club.  Congratulations to all our HCS Reading All Stars!

Summer Academic Support
Tri-C Summer Skills Math and Language Arts Skills Sharpener materials are available for parents to order for their 
children.  If you are interested, please fill out this form to order books directly from the company.

Summer Tutoring
There are sheets available at both elementary offices with names of staff members offering summer academic 
services.  Check it out if this is of interest to you!

MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS

Chapel Happenings
Thursday, May 19:  Mrs. Katie Heerspink’s 7D homeroom leads chapel
Tuesday, May 24:   Mrs. Edie Heerspink HCMS Banner Dedication chapel
  
Hot Lunch on Wednesday, May 18:  Arby’s Roast Beef Sandwich for $1.75 each.  Assorted chip selection for $.50 
each.  Assorted canned pop or Gatorade flavors for $.50 each.

Friday Morning Break
Sprinkles Donuts will be sold during morning break on Friday, May 20 for $1.00 each.  Donut volunteers are Stacey 
Lanenga, Kristin VanSolkema, Tanya Brower, Jill  Snyder, Kim Freerksen, and Tammy Wolters.  This is our last 
donut sale for the school year.

8th Grade Service Project
Our 8th grade students and staff will  be making a difference this Thursday, May 19, participating in their service 
project at Camp Blodgett. Please refer to the informational  letter that was both emailed to you and taken home by 
your child last week Friday, May 20.

Athletic Survey Sheets
Parents of current grade 6 and grade 7 students:  Please be sure that your child fills out the athletic and 
extracurricular interest survey sheet that was sent home with them yesterday or today.  This is very important 
information for our planning for the 2016/2017 school year.  All  forms are due back to school  by Friday, May 27.  
Thanks for your help!

Help Needed
The seventh grade is in need of someone who could make about a dozen wooden screens and frames (approx. 
14"x14") for our end-of-year paper-making activity. Contact Lexi Roode at lroode@4hcs.org for the pattern and 
specifics.

Dress Code
Now that the temperatures are starting to heat up, please review the dress code with your students so that both you 
and they are aware of them and follow them.

Uniforms/Library Books – Thinking Ahead!
Parents, please take a few moments with your middle school student to check your homes for things that NEED TO 
BE RETURNED TO SCHOOL.
• All  middle school media center library books must be returned by May 27.  Please make sure your son/

daughter does not have any overdue books and/or fines due in the library.
• Also, it is very helpful if you do a check of home lockers, bedrooms, desks to see if there are any other 

borrowed items OR classroom books from school that were used for homework, projects, games, etc. 
that can be returned before staff leave for the summer break.

• Make sure that all team uniforms are washed and returned to school after their final  game or meet and/or 
in the next couple of weeks.

• Any band, choir, or orchestra music or books that belong to school should also be returned to the group 
director as soon as possible.

Save yourself a trip back to school this summer to return these things.  Thanks for your time and help!

http://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/SummerSkillsForm2016.pdf
http://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/SummerSkillsForm2016.pdf
mailto:lroode@4hcs.org
mailto:lroode@4hcs.org


8th Grade Advance Reminders
A letter was mailed home to all  current 8th grade parents concerning many of these reminders, but we wish to offer 
these notes to keep in mind as you look toward the end of the school year:
• On Wednesday – Friday, June 1 to June 3 are the 8th grade end of year tests and Journey Project days and 

are full days of school for all students.
• The 8th Grade Class trip day is planned for Monday, June 6.  Students will meet and begin their day at school 

at 7:50 a.m. and parents should plan on picking students up in the evening at the middle school building at 9:00 
p.m.

• Tuesday, June 7 there will be no school for 8th grade students.
• On Wednesday, June 8 students will be required to be in school  at 7:50 a.m. and will  be bussed over to Fair 

Haven Church for their graduation ceremony practice.  All 8th grade students will  need to be picked up at 
school on Wednesday, June 8 at 10:30 a.m. 

The graduation ceremony will  be Wednesday evening, June 8 at 7:00 p.m. at Fair Haven Church with students 
required to arrive at 6:30 p.m.  

The 8th grade students will  have a time of celebration at the Visser Family YMCA in Grandville later in the evening 
beginning at 10:00 p.m. at the middle school to board busses for the ride over to the YMCA.  Students must be 
picked up again at HCMS parking lot at 1:00 a.m.  The parent planning committee will  provide more details on this 
event to you soon.

PARENTS’ CLUB NEWS

Blessed to be a Blessing!
My name is Ranee Christian and I have been a parent at HCS for 13 years.  I just want to share what a blessing it 
has been for me to get involved in the school  events at HCS.  I have volunteered at many events and have been on 
three different committees including the Love Bazaar, Parents’ Club, and Walkathon.   Why am I mentioning this? 
Because while most people are aware of the many benefits that our committees provide the HCS community, you 
may not be aware of the great blessing it is to be a part of one of these cohesive teams.  Being a committee 
member is the best way I know of to get involved in HCS, meet other parents, and get to know staff and teachers 
better.   I would like to encourage you in a positive way, to prayerfully consider joining a committee at HCS.  Here 
are the current committee positions that are still available:
 

Auction Committee (1) Clay Shoot Committee (1)

Family Fun Night Committee (5) Global Awareness Cookies Coordinator (1)

Love Bazaar Committee (1) Parent Child Social Committee (2)

Parents’ Club Co & Vice Chairperson (2) Pig-n-Blanket Coordinator (1)

Septemberfest Kitchen Coordinator (2) Septemberfest Marketing/Advertising Coor. (1)

Septemberfest Vendor Sub-Committee (2)

If you have questions about any of the committee positions above, I would be glad to talk with you and share my 
experience (616) 828-3251.  If I cannot answer your question, I can find the answer for you or put you in contact 
with someone who can.  Remember, most committees have existed for many years so your role is not to create 
something new (although new ideas are always welcome), but leading and directing others to have a successful 
event.  “Thank you” to all of you who have already signed up for one of these very important roles.

Fair Volunteers Needed
The Fair still needs 90 shifts to be filled.  Please go to the HCS website and go to the fair signup where all  shifts are 
listed with a description.  Calls will be made this month to all  families who are not signed up to fill remaining spots.  
Thank you for signing up!  Please contact Mary Miedema at 350-8962 with any questions.  

Check Out The New HCS Parents’ Club Facebook Page!
The Parents’ Club has created a closed group page on Facebook to increase communication with parents.  Please 
search for Hudsonville Christian School Parents’ Club on Facebook and ask to join!

Box Top Contest
A special Box Top Contest is running from March 24 – May 20 for PS – 5th grade students.    Please use the Box 
Top sheet to adhere box tops to.    We would like to get 1500+ box tops.    If the goal is matched or passed, all PS – 
5th grade students will get a popsicle treat on their last day of school! 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4baaa82dabf94-20161
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4baaa82dabf94-20161
http://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Box_Tops.pdf
http://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Box_Tops.pdf
http://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Box_Tops.pdf
http://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Box_Tops.pdf


COMMUNITY NEWS

20 Liters Walkathon Opportunity
For the nearly 800 million people across the world without access to clean water, the walk to water can take hours 
and culminates in filling a 20-liter jerry can with dirty water from a river, swamp, or even a muddy puddle. This isn’t 
right—and we’re doing something about it.  Consider joining efforts in “fighting dirty” and provide clean water for 
every single body on the planet—20 Liters at a time.  HCS student Abraham Rappuhn is a spokesperson for this 
organization, so come out and support the walk taking place this Saturday, May 21 at 11 a.m. at 2007 Cory Drive in 
Hudsonville.  See the 20liters.org website for more information!

Unity Christian Youth Football Program

Unity Christian looks forward to offering football to students in third to eighth grades again this fall. Teams will be 
separated according to grade level for students entering the following grades in the fall of 2016: third/fourth grade, 

fifth/sixth grade, a seventh grade, and an eighth grade team. The Unity Christian football  program is excited to see 
the many new and returning players join us this fall.  A letter from youth football coordinator, Mark TeSlaa containing 
information on this program including evaluation dates, team make up, start dates for practices and games, 
equipment sale, etc. can be found at this link: http://www.unitychristianathletics.org/siteRepository/112229/userfiles/
2016-Youth-Football-Letter-May.pdf.  Evaluations will take place at the Unity youth football  camps, and information 

on signing up for these camps can be found at www.unitychristianathletics.org.  The cost for third to sixth grade 
football is $55; 78ers football is $75.  Registration must be completed online by Friday, June 10.  Click on this link to 
register: https://www.cognitoforms.com/UnityChristianHighSchool/_2016YouthFootballSignUp. It is very important 
that we receive your registration on time so planning can be completed regarding number of teams and coaches.  
We are excited about the start of another football  season and invite you to join us.  If you have any questions or 
concerns

Unity Christian H.S. Summer Sports Camps
Unity Christian High School is pleased to offer several summer sports camps for students four years old to 12th 
grade.  Camps being offered include baseball, softball, basketball, football, golf, soccer, tennis, volleyball, and 
wrestling (camps have varying grade requirements).  Registration for these camps is now open, so check out this 
link to find camp details and registration information:  http://www.unitychristianathletics.org/main/campsclinics.  

Registration For AYSO Soccer 2016-17 Season Is Now Open!
Get in the Game!  Please apply to play at www.eayso.org.  You will be able to pay online.
Please Note:
• Early Registration is now through June 11.  Discount for early registration!
• After June 11, registration fees go up $10 per player.
• Registration will be closed June 25.
• Any players who register after June 25, players will be placed on a waiting list.
For more information please visit our website www.ayso676.com.  We hope you will be playing AYSO again this fall!  
Please email registrar@ayso676.com with any questions you may have.  

Baseball Concepts Summer Camps
Summer is almost here and to help you prepare your summer calendars, the details and registration for our 
summer baseball  camps can be found at http://www.baseball-concepts.com/camps/.  Grab your son and 
his friends and join in one or more of these fantastic baseball skills building opportunities!
• Ages:   6-9 and 10-13 years old (Players will be placed in age groups)
• Instructional Hours: Most camps provide 5-6 hours of instruction
• T-Shirts:   Are included
• Cost:   Starting at $35
• Questions:   (616) 212-8788 or baseballconcepts@gmail.com

Basketball Basics Summer Camps
Basketball  Basics will run Summer Camps in Wyoming and Rockford.  Coach Wes Hudson, two- time All American 
at Cornerstone, and Coach Jim McGannon, D-1 at Dartmouth, will  be the coaches.  Basics is considered the 
strongest fundamental training in Michigan. Go to this page to view camps and to register.  Families with financial 
need will be assisted.  You may call 616 402-1600 or e-mail MyBasketballBasics1@gmail.com for more information.
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Kids Day – June 11
Jehovah Jireh Ministries of West Michigan is hosting Kids Day at the Hudsonville Fair Grounds on Saturday, June 
11 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. This is an event intended to be a family day full of games and activities, food and 
entertainment, for both the young and the young at heart – all with a distinctive Christian flavor. There are many 
ways other than just attending to get involved: ran a game booth; sponsor a booth; be part of the event 
entertainment; be an event volunteer; sponsor the event. For more information and/or questions, please call  or 
email  Jim @ 896.1570 / jjmjamestown@att.net; Eric  @ 616.558.8224 / er841ra@gmail.com; Randy @ 
616.466.3150 / rhertgers@att.net

Saturday Slip N Slide
The Saturday Slip N Slide will  be held on June 18 from noon until  5:00 p.m. at Rosewood Park in Jenison (a.k.a. 
Charlie’s Dump).  Join us for an afternoon of family fun including giant waterslides, bounce houses, a foam pit, 
dunk tanks, toddler water park, human foosball, and much more!  A raffle will be held during the last two hours of 
the event and thousands of dollars of prizes will be given away.  A 5K run/walk will also be held that morning at 8:30 
a.m.  Visit our website for full details:  www.SaturdaySlipNSlide.com.

CALENDAR

May 17 Spring Choir/Orchestra Concert at Fair Haven

May 18 Spring Band Concert at Jenison Center for the Arts

May 23 TRIP Registration/Information Meeting, 7 p.m.

May 25, 26 Last week of 3 School/4 School

May 27 3rd Grade to Lansing

May 30 Memorial Day

June 1 – 3 8th Grade Exams and Journey Project

June 6 8th Grade Class Trip

June 8 8th Grade Graduation

June 9 Last Day of School (full day)
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