
 
February 4, 2020 

Amazing Love! 

The fact that the word ‘love’ is in the title of my opening article is not surprising since Valentine’s Day is a week away. I 
have already enjoyed my fair share of the conversation hearts and am anticipating some delicious chocolates from my 
husband in the near future. ;-) There is lots of fun surrounding Valentine’s Day and having a day focused on loving each 
other is not a bad thing in this day and age where the majority of the focus is on the negative. 

In the month of February, Christians look forward to Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent. During this time of spiritual 
renewal and reflection in preparation for the celebration of Christ’s resurrection, love is also the focus. But this Love is that 
of our Heavenly Father. We celebrate love, the greatest love of all! God’s unconditional love is amazing and, for me 
personally, is sometimes hard to wrap my mind around. Yet we know, believe, and celebrate the assurance of His words 
of love to each one of us. 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only son, that whoever believes in him 
 shall not perish but have eternal life.”   John 3:16  

“But God demonstrates his own love for us in this:  While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  Romans 5:8  

“This is love:  not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.”  I John 
4:10  

“And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him. We 
love because he first loved us.”  I John 4: 16 & 19  

“How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God!  
And that is what we are!   I John 3:1  

“And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide 
and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge –  

that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.”  Ephesians 3:27-19  

Amazing love! God’s love is total - reaching every corner of our experiences. It is wide; it is long; it is high; it is deep. We 
can never be lost to God’s immeasurable and inexhaustible love and nothing can separate us from it. Yes, amazing love! 

Serving a Loving God, 

!  

Mary Broene 
Interim Superintendent 



SCHOOL WIDE NEWS 

HCS Auction Coming Soon! - Make sure to put March 7 on your calendar for the Hudsonville Christian School auction!  
We have some AMAZING items for this year including 20 single day park hopper Disney World tickets! Park hopper 
tickets grant access to all parks within the resort for 1 day. The tickets are valid through January 26, 2022, with the 
exception of December 25-31 of each year and retail for approximately $170 each. You are not going to want to miss this 
fun event. Email auction@4hcs.org with any questions. Thank you! 

Looking for new businesses to join as partners in HCS’s annual Business Sponsorship opportunity! Now is the 
time for your business to become an All-Event or Individual Event Business Sponsor for the 2020 calendar year. Our All-
Event Sponsorship includes sponsorship of the Walkathon, Tuition Assistance Golf Outing, Clay Shoot, and the 
Foundation Dinner for $1,800. Individual sponsorship leaves the choice up to you...whatever event(s) you choose $600 
each.  Our Event Sponsors are recognized at these events and receive additional benefits depending on the event(s) you 
choose; such as a foursome in the golf outing for a Golf Outing Sponsorship, etc... Please check out the information on 
our website (www.hudsonvillechristian.org) and see how your business can partner with what God is doing at HCS this 
year! Forms are due to the school office by February 28, or contact rlandstra@4hcs.org with any questions!  

5th - 8th Grade Brain Busters - Does your child love to play board games?  Would he/she like to discover some new 
ones? On February 6, 13 and 27, HCS is excited to offer the Brain Busters Game Club for 5th-8th graders.  It will meet 
from 3:00-4:15 in the elementary media center. It is scheduled for 3 weeks, however, your child can attend whenever he/
she is available. There will be a $1.00 charge per time to cover snacks and drinks. Find more information and register 
HERE! Registration deadline is this Wednesday, February 5. Any questions? Contact Sharon Leerar (sleerar@4hcs.org).  

Caberfae Family Ski Day - Join us Friday, February 21 for a day on the slopes. The cost is $15.00 which includes a lift 
ticket, valid from 10am - 5pm and complimentary ski rentals. Please note that group lessons are now an additional $1.00 
per person (this is different from previous years).  Forms are available outside the elementary and middle school 
offices or can be printed from this LINK. They are due back by Friday, February 7. If you have any questions please text 
or call Tammy Wolters at 616-813-1354.  

Moms in Prayer - Join us for an informal time of prayer as we cover the needs and current events of our school in prayer. 
Open to all HCS moms, grandmothers, and younger children (toys available and interruptions expected). For the month of 
February we will continue meeting in the preschool parent lounge before chapel from 9-9:45am.  
February Prayer Focus:  

● February 7: 3rd-5th grade teachers 
● February 14: 6-8th grade teachers 
● February 21: No school (MIP will not meet) 
● February 28: Administration and school board 

"I've wanted to join HCS Moms in Prayer for years and finally did this year.  I was nervous and a little intimidated at first.  
The group is so welcoming, whether I choose to pray silently or aloud, both are absolutely fine. It has been such a 
privilege to have the opportunity to meet with other Moms and pray specifically for the needs of our school.  God has also 
answered prayer for my own children. God is on the move and it is such a blessing to be a part of it.  There are definitely 
mornings where I am tempted to let other things fill my time, but every time I have chosen to go, I have walked away 
feeling blessed and inspired that God cares greatly for us." 

Tuition Assistance – FACTS Program - Hudsonville Christian will again be participating in FACTS, a grant application 
program.  Families who wish to apply for tuition assistance will need to use the FACTS application format online via a 
confidential website (paper applications will also be available).  The $35 per application fee will be paid by HCS.  The 
FACTS organization will analyze the information of each applicant.  Through FACTS, HCS has the ability to more evenly 
distribute available tuition assistance funds based upon factual information the families provide in the application.  Parents 
who have children in more than one EOCS school need only to fill out the application one time — the information will be 
available to the schools where their children attend.  The FACTS online website application is available now.  Please 
contact FACTS at 1-866-315-9262 with any questions.  The deadline for submitting this application is March 31.  For 
registration please go to www.factsmgt.com. 

EARLY CHILDHOOD / KIDS’ CORNER NEWS 

Enrollment Forms Being Accepted for Early Childhood Classes! - Enrollment forms are being accepted for our 3 
School, 4 School, Nature-Based 4 School, Young 5s and Kindergarten programs for this coming school year. Stop by the 
elementary or early childhood office to drop off your enrollment forms.  Classes will begin forming on Thursday, February 
13 using a lottery system. 

● 3 School Paper Enrollment Form  
● 3 School Online Enrollment Form 
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● 4 School Paper Enrollment Form  
● 4 School Online Enrollment Form 
● Nature-Based 4 School Paper Enrollment Form  
● Nature-Based 4 School Online Enrollment Form 
● Young 5s Paper Enrollment Form  
● Young 5s Online Enrollment Form 
● Kindergarten Paper Enrollment Form 
● Kindergarten Online Enrollment Form 

ELEMENTARY NEWS 

Number/Day Schedule - 

Hot Lunch - The February menu can be found on the Jen/Hud Food Service website.   

Chapel - This Friday all elementary students will gather together for chapel from 10:00-10:25 a.m. in the east gym. 
Parents are welcome to join us!  

Cookies - This week Friday morning students will have the opportunity to purchase freshly baked chocolate chip cookies 
for $.25 each to support the work of our Global Awareness Committee.  
  
5th Grade Boys Sex Ed Night - Dads, please mark your calendars for Monday, March 2 for the 5th Grade Boys Sex Ed 
Night that will be held at the Middle School at 7 p.m. Letters were sent home last week with more details about this night. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS 
Chapel Leaders/Plans 

● Thursday, February 6: Laura Mast (Art) leads chapel 
● Tuesday, February 11: Melanie Coallier’s 6A Homeroom students lead chapel 

Hot Lunch Wednesday, February 5 - The menu item this week Wednesday will be Culver’s Chicken Strips (2pack) for 
$3.00 each, Culver’s dipping sauce cups for $.25 each.  Canned pop or Gatorade available for $.50 each (limit one) and 
assorted bags of chips/snacks for $.50 each. 

Friday Morning Break Treat Sale - On Friday morning, February 7, Chocolate Chip Cookies will be sold for $.25 each.  
The cookie sales profits benefit the HCS Global Awareness Committee work. 

EOCS Band Concert - The annual EOCS (Eastern Ottawa Christian Schools) band concert will be held at Fair Haven 
Church this week Thursday evening, February 6 at 7:00 p.m.  This concert includes our 7/8 grade band along with bands 
from Unity Christian High School, Allendale Christian School, Borculo Christian School, Jenison Christian School, and 
Lamont Christian School.  Each band will be featured during the concert and in a combined mass band presentation to be 
led by guest conductor, Mr. Joe La Joye. 

7/8th Grade Orchestra Clinic - The 7th/8th Grade Orchestra will be going to a clinic with the Dutton Christian Orchestra 
at South Christian High School on Thursday, February 13. We will be leaving school at 8:30 a.m. The clinic will run from 9 
- 11 a.m.  We will be working on some music with a clinician, playing for each other, and then going to Chick-fil-A for lunch 
together. We will be returning to school around 12:30 p.m. Mrs. Jager will send an email out soon about the details of this 
event. She is looking for a few parents to be chaperones for this morning. Please email her if you would be willing to help 
out.  

Parent/Teacher Conferences Coming in February - Parent/Teacher Conferences will take place on Tuesday, February 
18 and Thursday, February 20.   

• Grade 8- Parents will receive a scheduled conference with their child’s homeroom teacher.  Grade 8 parents 
can also meet with any of their child’s Core 2 teachers who will be available either evening in our south gym 
at the middle school for non-scheduled, drop-in, first come, first served style conference. 

• Grade 7 and Grade 6 students- WILL NOT receive scheduled conference appointments with their 
homeroom teacher.  Grade 6 and Grade 7 parents can meet with any of the Core 5 or Core 2 teachers who 
will be available either evening in our south gym at the middle school for non-scheduled, drop-in, first come, 
first served style conference. 

February 4 - #2 February 5 - #3 February 6 - #4 February 7 -  #1 February 10 - #2 February 11 - #3
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HCMS Student Leaders Spirit Days and Fundraising Support - For the 2019/2020 school year our student leaders 
have chosen to support the American Heart Association and to continue our support started last year for the New City 
Kids.  Spirit days and other events will be held throughout the remainder of the year that will be used to raise funds for 
these organizations.  A $1.00 participation “fee” is planned for the following upcoming events scheduled by our student 
leader group:   

• February 12 - Wear Red Day 
• February 28 - Mathletes vs. Athletes 
• March 18 - Sports Day 
• April 1 - Crazy Hair/Hat Day 
• April 2 - Cozy Day 
• May 8 - Hawaiian Day 

Encourage your middle school student to take part in these days and to be aware of what they are supporting.  Have them 
speak with a student leader about any questions they may have. 

Looking Ahead at the HCMS Calendar -  
● Grade 8 Play performances will take place on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, March 12, 13, and 14.  Thursday 

and Friday will be evening performances at 7:00 p.m. and Saturday will be a matinee performance at 2:00 p.m.  
Ticket information will be announced in future Home Communicator publications. 

● Incoming Grade 6 Parent meeting for parents of students who will be in grade 6 for the 2020/2021 school year will 
be held at the middle school on Tuesday evening, March 17.  We ask all current grade 5 parents to plan on 
attending this important meeting! 

● Middle School Annual Choir Show Program is scheduled for Thursday evening, March 19 at 7:00 p.m. at Fair 
Haven Church.   All grade 6, 7, and 8 choir members are involved.  Plan to join us for this year’s “Awesome 80’s 
Choir Show”! 

● Orchestra Annual Fiddle Fest Concert (for grade 5 - 8 orchestra members) will be on Tuesday, March 24 at 7:00 
p.m. at Fair Haven Church. 

The Digital Life 2019-2020-Protect Young Eyes Student Presentations - Students live in a digital world.  They snap, 
post, chat, text, game, and stream constantly.  And although many teens use tech well, there are unfamiliar people, digital 
places, and app features that pull on young people, creating potentially life-altering situations. The PYE Team deeply 
desires a world where more young people make awesome, positive online choices.  Their positive and energetic student 
presentations will take place Tuesday, February 11 in the South Gym.  The 6th grade presentation will take place at 
10:55am and the 7th/8th will start at 12:30pm.  After the talks, at-home discussion guides will show you what was said and 
how to keep the conversation going.  If you have any questions about these presentations please don’t hesitate to reach 
out to Justin Knot at jknot@4hcs.org. 

PARENTS’ CLUB NEWS 

Fishing for Free Tuition! - Are you ready to go fishin’ for free tuition!  The auction committee is excited to announce a 
new raffle item this year: a $7600 voucher for tuition!  Please use the linked form HERE and see if you can win! A 
minimum of 450 tickets must be sold, winner will be announced the night of the auction, tickets are $25 each and make 
great gifts! Tickets are not valid unless paid for, so make sure you either drop payment off at the office or use the online 
link in the form. Happy Fishing! 

Septemberfest - Septemberfest is in need of more committee members to join our team in order to continue this 
fundraiser. We are looking for one person to team with our Kitchen Coordinator as well as one person to be on our Vendor 
Committee team. You will receive 25 volunteer points for these positions! If you have any questions or interest please 
email Kelsey Brouwer at kelsjean0810@gmail.com  

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Unity Christian High School and the Infusion Project Present - Teens and Screens:  How Much Is Too Much?? The 
social, emotional, and educational impact of digital technology in 2020....What are a school, parents, and a community to 
do?  Please consider attending a presentation at Unity Christian High School at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, February 26 for 
a presentation and conversation about digital technology. Using reliable, recent, and relevant research, you will explore 
the impact of technology - especially cell phone - has on young minds and lives. This presentation will be held in the 
multipurpose gym. Please call Unity Principal, Jerry DeGroot (669.1820), with any questions. 

Middle School Bowling for 7th/8th Grade Students - Unity Christian is sponsoring a Middle School Bowling program for 
boys and girls in 7th and 8th grade.  The program will run two days a week from March 10 - April 1 from 3:30 - 4:45 p.m. at 
Hudsonville Lanes.  The cost to participate is $55 (includes rental of shoes, ball, lanes, and T-shirt).  The deadline to 
register is Friday, March 6.  A flier with more information can be found HERE. Register online HERE.  
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Unity Summer Sports Camp Schedule - Unity Christian will again be sponsoring many sports camps this summer for 
students age 3 to 12th grade.  The camp schedule has been finalized (with the exception of golf camp and swim camp), 
and is available at this link or at unitychristianathletics.org under the "Camps and Clinics" tab.  Online registration for Unity 
summer sports camps will begin on Monday, April 13.  We look forward to having your students join us this summer!   

3-on-3 Basketball Tournament - Allendale Christian School will be holding its 13th annual 3-on-3 basketball tournament 
on Pi Day - Saturday, March 14 - at Allendale High School! There will be divisions for boys and girls for each grade level in 
3rd through 8th grade. Please visit www.facebook.com/ACS3on3/ for more details and to access the online registration 
form. Registration deadline is March 4. We hope to see you there! 

Employment Opportunity - Garden Crossings Garden Center is looking for Seasonal part time and Seasonal full time 
help starting the end of March. Positions available are production, shipping, and retail garden center sales. Depending on 
the job you’re interested in, little to no plant knowledge is needed, we will train you. Both daytime and evening hours are 
available. For more information contact heidi@gardencrossings.com or 616-875-6355  *must be 16*. 

Room for you at Revive: Is 2020 your year to try something new?  To take action on something you’ve always been 
thinking of doing?  Then Revive might be the place for you!  Revive has room for more volunteer help and you just might 
be who we’re looking for!  We welcome volunteer help in all kinds of ways, but our more specific needs are currently in the 
following areas: 

● Table Sorters – going through the donations as they come in the door, placing non-clothing items in their 
departments, and sorting the clothing so it can be hung.  This job is great to do with a friend or two with plenty of 
opportunity to socialize and have fun!  Just a couple hours a couple times a week would make such a difference for 
us! 

● Furniture/Larger Donations Work – Especially during the winter months, we are low on help to clean up and move 
out larger donations such as furniture to sell on the store floor.  Heavy lifting not necessarily required, but an ability to 
move items on and off a cart is beneficial.  

● Cashiers – We are always looking for friendly faces to greet customers and ring up purchases.  Our touch screen 
registers make it very easy and we will train you until you are very comfortable.  We have openings especially for 
Saturdays and Thursday evenings.  This would be a great opportunity for 8th graders and older to volunteer and get 
some really good work experience that looks great on applications and resumes. 

Feel free to call or email any of the Revive managers with questions.  We would love to talk to you about the place we 
love to work!  (616-662-3375 or revive@unitychristian.org) 

CALENDAR 

February 6 EOCS Band Concert at Fair Haven Church 

February 7 HCS Luau - Mothers (special female friend) and Sons

February 8 HCS Luau - Fathers (special male friend) and Daughters

February 18 & 20 Parent/Teacher Conferences

February 21 Teacher Day (no school for students)

March 2 5th Grade Boys Sex Ed. Night

March 4 6th Grade Roller Skating 

March 6 Early Release

March 7 HCS Auction 

March 12,13,14 8th Grade Play 

March 16 HCS Society Meeting

March 17 Middle School Orientation - All parents of in-coming grade 6 students

March 19 Middle School Choir Show at Fair Haven Church

March 20 Grade 8 PSAT

March 20 End of 3rd Nine Weeks 
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QUICK LINKS 

● Allergy Form 

● Kids’ Corner Handbook 

● Preschool (3School/4School/NB 4School) Handbook 

● Middle School Handbook 

● HCS Parent Handbook 

● 2019-2020 School Calendar 

● Jen/Hud Food Service - Elementary Hot Lunch Menu 

● Middle School Hot Lunch Schedule  

● 3 School Paper Enrollment Form  

● 3 School Online Enrollment Form 

● 4 School Paper Enrollment Form  

● 4 School Online Enrollment Form 

● Nature-Based 4 School Paper Enrollment Form  

● Nature-Based 4 School Online Enrollment Form 

● Young 5s Paper Enrollment Form  

● Young 5s Online Enrollment Form 

● Kindergarten Paper Enrollment Form 

● Kindergarten Online Enrollment Form 

● Event Sponsorship Mail-in Form 

March 24 HCS Fiddle Fest at Fair Haven Church 

March 27 Report Cards Posted

April 3-10 Spring Break (no school for students)

April 10 Good Friday 

April 12 Easter

April 13 School Resumes
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