
 
March 3, 2020 

Standing Firm Yet Moving Forward 

Hudsonville Christian School continues to be blessed! New families continue to choose to enroll their children at HCS. We 
continue to employ excellent teachers who not only challenge the students academically but also nurture their faith and 
walk with Jesus. We continue to be able to offer a variety of programs, services, and resources that allows us to serve all 
God’s children. We continue to be supported by wonderful families, grandparents, donors, and other stakeholders who 
share the mission and vision of HCS. We continue to make decisions that are covered in prayer and grounded in His 
word. Above all, we continue to serve a faithful and sovereign God whose blessings and unconditional love are present 
every day. 

We will rely on God’s faithfulness and wisdom as we engage in the process of both Strategic Plan work and the 
Superintendent Search. Some people have been inquiring about these so it seems timely to give a brief update on both 
initiatives. 

Strategic Plan - Thanks to all of you who took the time to complete the survey that was emailed to you. The input will be 
used to set goals and guide our work creating a new 5-year Strategic Plan that will continue to advance the mission and 
vision that is the heart of Hudsonville Christian School. The goal is to have the Strategic Plan completed and approved by 
the School Board in November 2020. It is vital to have this in place as we anticipate having a new superintendent in place 
for the 2021 - 2022 school year. I will give you updates as the work continues. Please cover this work in prayer. 

Superintendent Search - I continue to be both humbled and blessed to be filling the role of Interim Superintendent for the 
remainder of this current school year and all of the 2020 - 2021 school year. It is a privilege to do my best to honor Dan 
Pott’s legacy and to continue to move forward the mission and vision of Hudsonville Christian School. We are confident 
that God has already chosen the person who He wants to be the next Superintendent of HCS. The search for that person 
will begin in earnest the month of August. Current School Board President, Chuck Swanson, along with the Search 
Committee are outlining the process. We are prayerfully considering doing this work in conjunction with the help of a 
professional consultant group partnered with Christian Schools International. This group specializes in searches that only 
place Christian School leaders and have developed a comprehensive list of qualified and potential leaders nationwide. 
You will be an important voice in this process. Focus groups will be held next fall for both HCS parents/constituents and 
HCS staff to give input to help define the well-qualified and Christ-honoring candidate - that humble servant leader - whom 
we are seeking to continue the mission and vision that is the heart of Hudsonville Christian School. You will remain 
updated as this process continues. Please cover this work in prayer. 

As always, my door is open if you have questions, concerns, or just want to drop in to say hello. Hudsonville Christian 
School is a blessed place! God has been faithful to Hudsonville Christian School for over 100 years. I am confident that 
He will continue to remain faithful in the many years to come as we continue to stand firm in His Word while moving 
forward. 

Serving together, 

!  

Mary Broene 
Interim Superintendent 



SCHOOL WIDE NEWS 

We are still in the middle of the influenza season. It is important to follow basic health practices. We encourage you to 
continue to enforce great hygiene practices like washing hands thoroughly, covering up coughs and sneezes, avoid 
touching your eyes and mouth with unwashed hands and avoid contact with people who are sick. Also, if your student is 
experiencing flu-like symptoms, please keep them home until they have fully recovered. We always ask that students be 
fever-free for at least 24 hours before returning to school. At school, we continue to be vigilant in thoroughly cleaning and 
sanitizing classrooms. 
  
As you are aware, the news and media are filled with reports and stories about COVID-19/Coronavirus. We continue to 
closely monitor information about this virus. We receive regular updates from the Ottawa County Department of Health 
and also regularly check the Center for Disease Control website. Here is a link to the resource provided by the Ottawa 
County Department of Health which we encourage you to review. We will continue to update you as needed. 

In this world of uncertainty, we are confident in the knowledge that our God is in control. Thank you for your partnership in 
the education of His children. 

HCS Leadership Team - Mary Broene, Tricia Kiepert, Justin Knot 

Early Release Date - Friday, March 6 is an early release day, with dismissal at 11:10 a.m.  Our staff will be engaged in 
valuable professional development during this afternoon. Hudsonville Public buses will run as normal but students riding 
Unity buses will need to arrange for transportation home. 

HCS Auction this Week! - Join us this Saturday, March 7 for the Hudsonville Christian School Auction!  We have some 
AMAZING items. You are not going to want to miss this fun event. Email auction@4hcs.org with any questions. Thank 
you! 

Fishing for Free Tuition! - Are you ready to go fishin’ for free tuition!  The Auction Committee is excited to announce a 
new raffle item this year: a $7600 voucher for tuition!  Please use the linked form HERE and see if you can win! A 
minimum of 450 tickets must be sold, winner will be announced the night of the auction, tickets are $25 each and make 
great gifts! Tickets are not valid unless paid for, so make sure you either drop payment off at the office or use the online 
link in the form. Happy Fishing! 

Class Placement - Soon after spring break, staff will begin constructing next year’s class lists.  This is an involved 
process that requires input of all the staff members who know your child.  Because parents have information that is 
important, we wish to provide an avenue to this input.  If you have a request, you must provide written information to 
ensure that it will be considered throughout the process.  A form for this purpose is available in the office and our 
administrators are available for questions or concerns you may have.  The school board policy is as follows: 

● Students are assigned to grade and class sections by the principals with the assistance of the child’s current 
teacher.  The child’s teacher knows the special circumstances under which your child will continue to grow.  Factors 
considered by the principal and teacher when making class assignments are academic, social, and emotional 
needs, as well as the balance of boy/girl ratio.  Parents should request special consideration for their child’s 
placement only if there are extenuating circumstances.  Legitimate reasons for special requests in placement may 
be unique social or emotional needs in relationship to other students, especially those of which the school may not 
be aware.  Parents should not request one specific teacher.  	

The procedure is as follows: 
● All requests must be submitted to the office in writing by Friday, March 13.	
● The administration will forward these requests with or without recommendation to the Education Committee, if   

necessary.	
● The administration will notify the parents of the decision.	

HCS Annual Society Meeting - The HCS Annual Society Meeting will be held on Monday, March 16 at 7 p.m. in the 
elementary library, and you are all invited to attend!  In addition to voting on the budget and tuition scale, we will also elect 
school board members for the coming year.  Look for the Society Meeting booklet coming home in March. 

8th Grade Play - The Hudsonville Christian 8th graders will be presenting the play Hotel Escargot by Andrew Ross on 
March 12 and 13 at 7:00 pm and on March 14 at 2:00 pm in the middle school south gym. Welcome to the French Riviera, 
where the annual Kantz France International Film Festival is about to take place.  An eclectic group of people comes 
together at the elegant Hotel Escargot--from disgruntled hotel staff to fanciful film directors and actors to wealthy guests 
from all over the world.  Add in a clueless police inspector, a royal family, jewel thieves, and a hotel critic in disguise, and 
you'll have one crazy time at the Hotel Escargot!  Ticket prices are $4.00 each.  All seats are reserved.  

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIOTTAWA/bulletins/27e358c
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIOTTAWA/bulletins/27e358c
mailto:auction@4hcs.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc_pbbVDtLcfLXZ5vl6_30sq8K0qoQzscSkYHUpeCuLjb0y7Q/viewform
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/class-placement-request-form-2020.pdf


Tickets may be purchased in two ways: 

1. Fill out the order form, include your payment and drop off the form at the middle school office. Ticket orders 
will generally be filled and ready for pick-up the following school day. 

2. Stop by the middle school to purchase tickets from 12:00-1:00 on March 3 or March 4. 

Moms in Prayer - Join us for an informal time of prayer as we cover the needs and current events of our school in prayer. 
Open to all HCS moms, grandmothers, and younger children (toys available and interruptions expected). We meet in the 
preschool parent lounge before chapel from 9-9:45am.  
March Prayer Focus: 

● 3-6 Office Staff 
● 3-13 Specials Teachers  
● 3-20 Educational Support Services & Counselors 
● 3-27 Custodial staff & Playground Staff 

"I started attending the Moms in Prayer group several years ago because a friend of mine said, "You should come and 
check it out!"  I was a bit fearful of praying in a group but all of the moms were so amazing and I felt the presence of God.  
I kept going back to the group each week and it has become such an important and impactful hour of my week. We have 
seen so many prayers answered for the school and also for our own children who we pray for specifically. So like my 
friend once told me, "You should come and check it out!" 

Tuition Assistance – FACTS Program - Hudsonville Christian will again be participating in FACTS, a grant application 
program.  Families who wish to apply for tuition assistance will need to use the FACTS application format online via a 
confidential website.  The $35 per application fee will be paid by HCS.  The FACTS organization will analyze the 
information of each applicant.  Through FACTS, HCS has the ability to more evenly distribute available tuition assistance 
funds based upon factual information the families provide in the application.  Parents who have children in more than one 
EOCS school need only to fill out the application one time — the information will be available to the schools where their 
children attend.  The FACTS online website application is available now.  Please contact FACTS at 1-866-315-9262 with 
any questions.  The deadline for submitting this application is March 31.  For registration please go to www.factsmgt.com. 

EARLY CHILDHOOD / KIDS’ CORNER NEWS 

We are praising God for all of the 3 School, 4 School, Nature-Based, Young 5s, and Kindergarten students who have 
enrolled for next year, and we are looking forward to partnering with your families!  Placement letters will be mailed out at 
the end of this week and Kids' Corner enrollment will open on April 20.   

ELEMENTARY NEWS 

Number/Day Schedule - 

Hot Lunch - The March Menu can be found on the Jen/Hud Food Service website. 

Early Release Childcare - As a service to our HCS families, we will be offering complimentary childcare (Kindergarten - 
5th grade) at the elementary school for families who are unable to find alternate care for their children. This will be offered 
following the early release on March 6, until the end of a typical school day (11:10-2:40).  Limited spaces are available.  To 
register your child, please call Linda Witte at 616-669-7486 by March 4. 

Parents of 4th and 5th Grade Girls - Girls With A Goal, or GWAG, is an after school running program for girls that builds 
spiritual and physical fitness as girls train for the Rivertown 5K on Sat. April 25. Practices begin March 19 and will be on 
Monday and Thursday from 2:50-3:50 pm.  Registration is $30 and this includes practice shirt, 5K entrance fee & race day 
shirt. Explanatory notes will be sent home with your 4th or 5th grader this week. Please return the form and payment to 
the office by Tuesday, March 17.  

Current 5th Grade Parents - On February 11, 2020, parents were sent an email from the middle school regarding 
important upcoming meetings and events to get both parents and students ready for the change to middle school.  Your 
grade 5 child was also given an envelope to take home with the same items that were emailed, since some of the forms 
need to be returned to school.   Please be sure you have received this information at your home.  ALL music 
registration forms were expected in the school office by last Friday, February 28. 

March 3 - #1 March 4 - #2 March 5 - #3 March 6 - March 9 - #4 March 10 - #1

https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/The-Hudsonville-Christian-School-8th-Graders-Present.pdf
http://www.factsmgt.com
https://www.jenhudfood.org/images/Menus/Elementary/March_2020_Elementary_Menu.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/GWAG-Info-Sign-up-sheet-2020.pdf


Be sure to mark your calendar for the Incoming Grade 6 Parent meeting for parents of students who will be in grade 6 
for the 2020/2021 school year will be held at the middle school on Tuesday evening, March 17.  We ask all current grade 
5 parents to plan on attending this important meeting! 

Second Grade Parents - Does your child easily master classroom math? Or write for fun? Or read above grade level? 
SOAR is a program designed for students who easily master the goals of the classroom. Students receive additional 
instruction at their level with like ability peers in language arts and/or math. Students will be identified for the program on 
the basis of parent nomination and additional testing at HCS. Forms to nominate your child are available to pick up at the 
elementary school office. The forms are due by Friday, March 20. Contact Sharon Leerar (sleerar@4hcs.org or 915-1861) 
with any questions. 

Summer Tutoring - A list of available teachers can be found outside the door of each office or on our website. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS 

Chapel Leaders/Plans 
● Thursday, March 5: No Corporate Chapel in our south gym - each Grade Level will meet for worship 
● Tuesday, March 10: Mrs. Jackie Sietsema’s 6C homeroom students lead chapel 

Hot Lunch Wednesday, March 4 - The menu item this Wednesday is DJ’s Pizza (pepperoni or ham) for $2.00 each slice.  
Canned pop/Gatorade available for $.50 each (limit one); assorted bags of chips/snacks for $.50 each. 

Friday Morning Break Treat, March 6 - Sprinkles Donuts will be on sale for $1.00 each. 
Donut Volunteers: LaDawn Venema, Linsey Ghent, April Arends, Robin Kerkstra, Erica Ouwinga and Nicole Ruthven.  
PLEASE REMEMBER that for this week (Early Release Day) our morning break will run from 9:12 - 9:25.  Please arrive in 
time to be ready to sell donuts at 9:12.  Thanks! 

Parents of Grade 6 students - DEADLINE TO SUBMIT THIS WEEK FRIDAY, 3/6! Every grade 6 parent and every 
grade 6 student was sent an email with information about the opportunity for 6th grade students to apply for the ELAII 
Language Arts class available to them in the 7th grade next year.  All interested grade 6 students MUST submit an 
application and writing samples as instructed in their letter by the deadline of Friday, March 6.  No late applications will be 
considered. 

Grade 6 Skating Party this week - Grade 6 students and staff will have a Skating Party Wednesday, March 4 from 
immediately after school until 5:30 p.m.  Students will be bussed to Grandville and then back to school.  Information 
should have come home with your student.  Cost is $6.00 to be paid at Tarry Hall Skate.  Students MUST have a ride to 
take them home ready AT SCHOOL at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, March 4. 

Grade 7/8 Band Festival this week - Thursday, March 5 our 7/8 Band members will attend the MSBOA festival at 
Grandville Public High School.  Our performance time is 9:20 a.m. in the auditorium.  More information concerning this 
event was communicated by our director, Mr. Brian Knot.  Remember students must arrive at school in black/white concert 
uniform and must go to homerooms to check in for attendance.  We will leave HCMS at 8:00 a.m. Students must bring 
money if they wish to purchase lunch at the Jenison McDonald’s before arriving back at school by 11:30 a.m.  Parents are 
welcome to join us at Grandville High School to hear us perform. 

Spelling Bee - Congratulations to Katie Landstra and Jacob Staal who did a great job representing our middle school at 
the Regional Spelling Bee at Harbor Lights Middle School in Holland last week Tuesday. Katie Landstra placed second in 
the Bee. We are proud of all their work to prepare for this competition.  

Looking Ahead at the HCMS calendar. 
● Grade 8 Play Performances will take place on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, March 12, 13, and 14.  Thursday 

and Friday will be evening performances at 7:00 p.m. and Saturday will be a matinee performance at 2:00 p.m.  
Tickets on sale at the middle school now. 

● Incoming Grade 6 Parent meeting for parents of students who will be in grade 6 for the 2020/2021 school year will 
be held at the middle school on Tuesday evening, March 17.  We ask all current grade 5 parents to plan on 
attending this important meeting! 

● Middle School Annual Choir Show Program is scheduled for Thursday evening, March 19 at 7:00 p.m. at Fair 
Haven Church.   All grade 6, 7, and 8 choir members are involved.  Plan to join us for this year’s “Awesome 80’s 
Choir Show”! 

● Orchestra Annual Fiddle Fest Concert (for grade 5 - 8 orchestra members) will be on Tuesday, March 24 at 7:00 
p.m. at Fair Haven Church. 

https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Summer-Tutoring-2020.pdf


HCMS Ski Club Students to Bittersweet Friday, March 6 - The middle school ski club will be going to Bittersweet Ski 
Resort this Friday, March 6, at 3:00.  Even though the students have an early release day, our teacher/sponsors will be 
engaged in professional development in the afternoon.  Middle School Ski Club members will need to sign-up IN SCHOOL 
this week with the grade level sponsor staff member (Jon Huisman, grade 6; Dean Ritsema, grade 7; Al Rottman, grade 8) 
if they plan to ride the bus and go along on Friday afternoon!  Student ski equipment can be brought to school during the 
day, but must be stored in our visitor locker room.  Please BE SURE the membership card goes along to Bittersweet. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Unity Christian High School is presenting the play Get Smart -   Performances are March 5 and 6 at 7:00 p.m. and 
March 7 at 5:00 p.m. in the Hudsonville Public School Auditorium on Allen Street. Tickets are now on sale online for $8.00. 
Please go to Unity’s website (www.unitychristian.org) and click on Theatre – Winter Play under the “News and Events” 
tab. You will be able to pick your own seats and pay online. For handicap seating, please call the Unity office at 669-1820. 

Middle School Bowling for 7th/8th Grade Students - Unity Christian is sponsoring a Middle School Bowling program for 
boys and girls in 7th and 8th grade.  The program will run two days a week from March 10 - April 1 from 3:30 - 4:45 p.m. at 
Hudsonville Lanes.  The cost to participate is $55 (includes rental of shoes, ball, lanes, and T-shirt).  The deadline to 
register is Friday, March 6.  A flier with more information can be found HERE. Register online HERE.  

Unity Christian 7th/8th Grade Tennis Team - Unity Christian is offering a Middle School Tennis Team for boys and girls in 
7th & 8th grade this spring.  The program will run from April 14 to May 20, with practices and home matches being held at 
Unity’s campus.  The cost to participate is $40, and the registration deadline is Wednesday, April 1.  For a flyer with more 
information about the program, click on this link.  To complete online registration click on this link.  Tennis team information 
can also be found HERE.  

The Heritage Christian School Spring Children's Clothing and Toy Sale will be held on Saturday, March 14 from 9am 
- 12:00. Items for sale include infant to teen clothing, outdoor/indoor toys, books, games, shoes and sandals, sports 
equipment, baby gear, maternity, and more. Delicious baked goods are also for sale! Located in the large gym at Heritage 
Christian at 6340 Autumn Dr., Hudsonville. Now accepting cash, checks, and credit cards. Hope to see you there! 

Employment Opportunity - Garden Crossings Garden Center is looking for seasonal part time and seasonal full time 
help starting the end of March. Positions available are production, shipping, and retail garden center sales. Depending on 
the job you’re interested in, little to no plant knowledge is needed, we will train you. Both daytime and evening hours are 
available. For more information contact heidi@gardencrossings.com or 616-875-6355  *must be 16*. 

3-on-3 Basketball Tournaments -  
Allendale Christian School will be holding its 13th annual 3-on-3 basketball tournament on Pi Day - Saturday, March 14 - 
at Allendale High School! There will be divisions for boys and girls for each grade level in 3rd through 8th grade. Please 
visit www.facebook.com/ACS3on3/ for more details and to access the online registration form. Registration deadline is 
March 4. We hope to see you there! 

Byron Center Christian will be holding their 10th annual 3 on 3 tournament on Saturday, March 28th at South Christian 
High School.  The event is for girls and boys grades 3rd-8th grade.   Register online at:  www.BCCS.org  under "Quick 
Links".  Deadline to register is March 14th.   

Unity Summer Sports Camp Schedule - Unity Christian will again be sponsoring many sports camps this summer for 
students age 3 to 12th grade.  The camp schedule has been finalized (with the exception of golf camp and swim camp), 
and is available at this link or at unitychristianathletics.org under the "Camps and Clinics" tab.  Online registration for Unity 
summer sports camps will begin on Monday, April 13.  We look forward to having your students join us this summer!   

Calvin Soccer Camp - The Calvin Soccer Camp offers an exceptional camp experience for every participant and is 
designed for players of various ages and ability levels. The Day Camp will run June 15-19 and the Elite Camps will run 
July 11-14 & July 15-18. For more information and to enroll online, visit www.calvinsoccercamp.com. 

Hope College Summer Science Camps - Join us for another exciting summer of camps! Summer Science Camps 
started over 20 years ago with Tod Gugino’s dream of sharing the love for science. ExploreHope provides innovative, fun-
filled educational camps for grades K-12. For more information visit hope.edu/explore. 

http://www.unitychristian.org/
https://unitychristianathletics.org/siteRepository/112229/userfiles/MS-Bowling-Info-2019-20.pdf
https://www.cognitoforms.com/UnityChristianHighSchool/_2020MiddleSchoolBowling
https://unitychristianathletics.org/siteRepository/112229/userfiles/MS-Tennis-Info-Sheet-2020.pdf
https://www.cognitoforms.com/UnityChristianHighSchool/_2020MiddleSchoolTennis
https://unitychristianathletics.org/main/otherad/contentID/39913716
http://www.facebook.com/ACS3on3/
http://www.bccs.org
https://unitychristianathletics.org/main/campsclinics/
http://unitychristianathletics.org/
http://www.calvinsoccercamp.com
https://hope.edu/academics/center-exploratory-learning/


CALENDAR 

QUICK LINKS 

● Allergy Form 

● Kids’ Corner Handbook 

● Preschool (3School/4School/NB 4School) Handbook 

● Middle School Handbook 

● HCS Parent Handbook 

● 2019-2020 School Calendar 

● Jen/Hud Food Service - Elementary Hot Lunch Menu 

● Middle School Hot Lunch Schedule  

● 8th Grade Play Ticket Form 

● Girls with a Goal Running Club - Due March 17 

● Summer Tutors 

● Class Placement Request Form - Due March 13 

● Auction Book

March 4 6th Grade Roller Skating 

March 6 Early Release

March 7 HCS Auction 

March 12,13,14 8th Grade Play 

March 16 HCS Society Meeting

March 17 Middle School Orientation - All parents of in-coming grade 6 students

March 19 Middle School Choir Show at Fair Haven Church

March 20 Grade 8 PSAT

March 20 End of 3rd Nine Weeks 

March 24 HCS Fiddle Fest at Fair Haven Church 

March 27 Report Cards Posted

April 3-10 Spring Break (no school for students)

April 10 Good Friday 

April 12 Easter

April 13 School Resumes

https://www.cognitoforms.com/HudsonvilleChristianSchool/_20192020HudsonvilleChristianAllergyAndMedicalConditionForm
https://s3.amazonaws.com/hudsonvillecs/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/02083624/Kids-Corner-Parent-handbook-2019-2020.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/hudsonvillecs/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/21133143/2019-20-Preschool-Handbook.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/hudsonvillecs/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/21134525/19-20-Student_Parent-Handbook-1.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/hudsonvillecs/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/21132955/HCS-Parent-Handbook-19-20-without-maps.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/hudsonvillecs/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/21133309/Calendar-2019-2020-draft.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=7&catid=9&Itemid=101
https://s3.amazonaws.com/hudsonvillecs/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/20084515/HCMS-Hot-Lunch-Schedule-2019.2020.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/The-Hudsonville-Christian-School-8th-Graders-Present.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/GWAG-Info-Sign-up-sheet-2020.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Summer-Tutoring-2020.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/class-placement-request-form-2020.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Auction-Book-2020.pdf

