
March 31, 2020 - Bringing Shalom into a World of Chaos 

I don’t know about you, but the word ‘chaos’ could be used to describe the events that have taken place in the last two 
weeks. Chaos - disorder, confusion, disarray, disorganization. I feel as though my days lack routine and rhythm. It is easy 
during this time for me to feel scattered and unfocused. It struck me how sadly ironic this is especially during the special 
time of Lent - a time to prepare for the two most important days for Christians. Rather than a time of chaos, this is a time 
that offers us an opportunity to come to terms with the human condition we may spend the rest of the year running from 
and it brings our need for a Savior to the forefront. It is a time to receive the overflowing of grace God offers. 

So during this time of chaos and uncertainty, let’s draw the focus back to Lent and the reason for it. Let’s open our hearts 
and minds to encounter ‘shalom’ - to be reminded of the Shalom who lived into the chaos of our sinful lives. The Shalom 
who, because of God’s indescribable and unconditional love for us, was crucified, died, and buried. The Shalom who rose 
from the grave and whose resurrection and victory over death give us the promise of eternal life! How blessed we are that 
during these uncertain times, we can have shalom - peace - because we serve a good, good God. 

In the song God is Good by Jonathan McReynolds (I would strongly encourage you to listen to it), he challenges us to let 
our struggles keep us near the cross and to let everything in our lives prove that God is good. Such a good reminder. Let’s 
not let Satan use the current situation (or any other time for that matter) to distract our focus during this Lenten season. 
Continue to focus on and seek Shalom. This is what God wants for us. We serve a great and good God who loves us 
bigger and deeper than we can imagine!  

Please pray with me Paul’s words to the Ephesians: 

 “For this reason I kneel before the Father,  
from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name.  

I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being,  
so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith.  

And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 
 may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, 

 to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ,  
and to know this love that surpasses knowledge— 

that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.  
Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine,  

according to his power that is at work within us,  
to him be glory in the church  

and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations,  
forever and ever! Amen.” 

Ephesians 3:14-21 (NIV) 

Grace and Peace, 

!  
Mary Broene 
Interim Superintendent 



SCHOOL WIDE NEWS 

Annual HCS Society Meeting - The Society Meeting will take place at 7:00 p.m. tonight, March 31 using ZOOM meeting. 
In order to 'attend' you will need a computer/laptop with a built-in microphone. You should have received a link to the 
ZOOM meeting along with complete instructions. 

Report Cards - Due to the nature of the elementary report cards, 3rd and 4th quarter assessments will be combined in 
the final report card. If you have questions about how your child is doing in class, feel free to connect with his or her 
teacher. A link to the middle school grades was emailed last Friday, March 27. 

Free Meals for all Ottawa Area Students - The link below will take you to a page listing the school district sites where 
meals can be obtained. This link is updated on a regular basis. If you don’t need to take advantage of this offer but know 
someone who does, please pass along the information. https://www.oaisd.org/Core/News/Article/11285/. 
You can also get groceries from Love INC. Access this link to find the emergency food pantry locations and times they are 
operating. https://www.loveinthenameofchrist.org/. 

Grade 8 Play Performances - Please hold on to your purchased play tickets at this time.  When plans are finalized, we 
will communicate more information. 

TRIP NEWS - There will be no TRIP through at least Monday, April 13.  Now’s the time to get online with 
ShopWithScrip.com to utilize ScripNow! and reloadable products. 

Summer Hiking Trips - Students in 5th grade and up who are interested in hiking and camping have two choices again 
this year. There will be the annual Manistee River hike and a hike in the Upper Peninsula. Tentative dates are June 25-27 
for the Manistee Hike and July 15-18 for the Upper Peninsula hike. I will be able to confirm the dates after spring break 
and will have sign ups available.  If you have questions please contact Mr. Schnyders at sschny@4hcs.org. 

Tuition Assistance – FACTS Program - Hudsonville Christian will again be participating in FACTS, a grant application 
program.  Families who wish to apply for tuition assistance will need to use the FACTS application format online via a 
confidential website.  The $35 per application fee will be paid by HCS.  The FACTS organization will analyze the 
information of each applicant.  Through FACTS, HCS has the ability to more evenly distribute available tuition assistance 
funds based upon factual information the families provide in the application. This application also takes into consideration 
anyone who is anticipating a change in income. Parents who have children in more than one EOCS school need only to 
fill out the application one time — the information will be available to the schools where their children attend.  The FACTS 
online website application is available now.  Please contact FACTS at 1-866-315-9262 with any questions.  The deadline 
for submitting this application is TODAY, March 31.  For registration please go to www.factsmgt.com. 

ELEMENTARY NEWS 

Current 5th Grade Parents - The Incoming Grade 6 Parent meeting for parents of students who will be in grade 6 for the 
2020/2021 school year was canceled.  An email was sent last week with information as well as a few documents in the 
mail.  Please let the middle school office know if you did not receive these. 

GWAG Cancelled - The Girls With a Goal (GWAG) running club season has been cancelled for this school year. We 
apologize to those who have already registered, and hope to see many of you next year! If you've already sent in your 
payment, please plan to pick it up from the office after school resumes. Please direct any questions to Lindsey Seaver at 
lseaver@4hcs.org or Emily Bareman at ebareman@4hcs.org. 

Summer Tutoring - A list of available teachers can be found outside the door of each office or on our website. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS 

Grade 6 and Grade 7 Parents - Please check your email for a link to a form to register your child in the music selections 
for their 2020/2021 school year.  The email was sent Monday afternoon, March 30 to all current grade 6 and grade 7 
parent emails. 

Grade 8 Parents - A committee is being formed to plan the graduation celebration party for the grade 8 class students 
that takes place in the evening following their graduation ceremony.  A letter was mailed home to every grade 8 parent on 
February 17 detailing this event.  If you need another copy, contact the middle school office for an extra copy 
(msoffice@4hcs.org).  If you are interested in helping to chaperone on the night of the celebration, or if you would be 
willing to make a monetary donation to help with the cost of the evening - please let the middle school office know.   

https://www.oaisd.org/Core/News/Article/11285/
https://www.loveinthenameofchrist.org/
http://www.factsmgt.com
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Summer-Tutoring-2020.pdf
mailto:msoffice@4hcs.org


COMMUNITY NEWS 

Unity Summer Sports Camp Schedule - Unity Christian will again be sponsoring many sports camps this summer for 
students age 3 to 12th grade.  The camp schedule has been finalized (with the exception of golf camp and swim camp), 
and is available at this link or at unitychristianathletics.org under the "Camps and Clinics" tab.  Online registration for Unity 
summer sports camps will begin on Monday, April 13.  We look forward to having your students join us this summer!   

Calvin Soccer Camp - The Calvin Soccer Camp offers an exceptional camp experience for every participant and is 
designed for players of various ages and ability levels. The Day Camp will run June 15-19 and the Elite Camps will run 
July 11-14 & July 15-18. For more information and to enroll online, visit www.calvinsoccercamp.com. 

Hope College Summer Science Camps - Join us for another exciting summer of camps! Summer Science Camps 
started over 20 years ago with Tod Gugino’s dream of sharing the love for science. ExploreHope provides innovative, fun-
filled educational camps for grades K-12. For more information visit hope.edu/explore. 

CALENDAR 

QUICK LINKS 

! Allergy Form 
! Kids’ Corner Handbook 
! Preschool (3School/4School/NB 4School) Handbook 
! Middle School Handbook 
! HCS Parent Handbook 
! 2019-2020 School Calendar 
! Jen/Hud Food Service - Elementary Hot Lunch Menu 
! Summer Tutors

March 31 Annual Society Meeting via ZOOM

April 3-10 Spring Break (no school for students)

April 10 Good Friday 

April 12 Easter

April 13 School Resumes*

April 20-May 8 MAP Testing for Elementary and Middle School*

April 21 Fine Arts Night - CANCELLED

April 23 Early Childhood Celebration  - Fair Haven Church*

April 24 MS Global Awareness Day* 

April 24 Limited Busing PM* 

April 28 3rd Grade to Lansing - CANCELLED 

May 1 Walkathon

May 1 7th Grade Service Project 

May 8 Limited Busing PM 

May 18- 22 DELTA Math Tests

May 18-23 Last week of 3 School/4 School  

May 19 Spring Choir and Orchestra Concert - Fair Haven Church 

*tentative- will be updated as needed

https://unitychristianathletics.org/main/campsclinics/
http://unitychristianathletics.org/
http://www.calvinsoccercamp.com
https://hope.edu/academics/center-exploratory-learning/
https://www.cognitoforms.com/HudsonvilleChristianSchool/_20192020HudsonvilleChristianAllergyAndMedicalConditionForm
https://s3.amazonaws.com/hudsonvillecs/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/02083624/Kids-Corner-Parent-handbook-2019-2020.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/hudsonvillecs/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/21133143/2019-20-Preschool-Handbook.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/hudsonvillecs/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/21134525/19-20-Student_Parent-Handbook-1.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/hudsonvillecs/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/21132955/HCS-Parent-Handbook-19-20-without-maps.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/hudsonvillecs/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/21133309/Calendar-2019-2020-draft.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=7&catid=9&Itemid=101
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Summer-Tutoring-2020.pdf

