
June 2, 2020 

Dear Parents, 

This is the last Home Communicator of the 2019 - 2020 school year. What an unusual school year it has been! As a 
leadership team, one sentiment we have heard so often this year is, “This isn’t quite the year you were expecting, is it?” 
And no, it certainly hasn’t been. When we began school in the fall of 2019, our plans for the year were very much different 
from how things turned out in the end. If we’re honest, at times this year all three of us have felt a little bit overwhelmed for 
the roles in which we found ourselves. It brings to mind the Bible stories of Moses, Joshua, Gideon, and so many others. 
They were regular people who were called by God to do big things. They felt inadequate, too, but the theme running 
through all of those stories is that they weren’t in it alone. God promised that He would be with them. God called them to 
do His work and He would equip them to do it. He would not leave them or give up on them.  

One thing we have felt very strongly this year is that God has called us to do the work of leading Hudsonville Christian 
School. Though we are weak and inadequate on our own, if we continue to give ourselves fully to the work of the Lord, as 
our theme verse states this year, our work will not be in vain (1 Corinthians 15:58). This year was one of being open and 
faithful to His plan and being open and faithful to His timing regardless of how difficult the journey might be, and to 
consider it pure joy in trials and hard times. Our prayer is that we have modeled this for our students and in a small way 
have nurtured their faith and personal relationship with Him. 

We did not do this work alone. God was consistently present and faithful as we remained open to the plan that He set in 
front of us. He blessed us in so many ways. The HCS staff was one of those blessings. The HCS students were one of 
those blessings. And YOU were one of those blessings. We are so thankful for all of you! When we reflect on this entire 
school year with everything that has happened, we remember the words of Paul to the Philippians and how these words 
are so fitting for the whole HCS community - “I/We thank my God every time I/we remember you. In all my/our 
prayers for all of you, I/we always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until 
now, being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of 
Christ Jesus.” 

God’s blessings to you during the summer months. We continue to pray for your families to stay healthy and well. We will 
be sure to share updates regarding the structure of in-person instruction in school for the fall as they are defined and 
developed. We will end with a prayer of blessing from Numbers 6 –  

“The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make His face to shine on you 

and be gracious to you; 
The Lord turn His face toward you 

and give you peace.” 

Serving Him together, 
The HCS Leadership Team 

Mary Broene, Interim Superintendent 
Tricia Kiepert, Elementary Principal 
Justin Knot, Middle School Principal 



SCHOOL WIDE NEWS 

Thank You Retirees! - Join us in thanking Mary Jo DeWeerd, Deb Folkema, and Tom VandenBerg for their decades of 
service to Hudsonville Christian School. Mary Jo, Deb, and Tom are master teachers who shared their love for learning 
with their students. But most importantly, they shared their love of the Lord. We are so grateful to them for their dedication 
in challenging minds and lives for Christ and also for helping nurture the faith of hundreds of children in the Lord. While 
we're sad to see them go, we're excited for them and the future plans God has in store. Thank you, God bless, and enjoy 
your retirement! 

!  

Summer Office Hours - The administrative office at the elementary school will be open Monday through Friday from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. this summer. The middle school office does not have set summer hours so please give that office a call 
before you stop by.  

Superintendent Search and Survey - Work on this continues to move forward as well. As the Hudsonville Christian 
School Board and the Superintendent Search Committee seek to find the person God has chosen to lead HCS forward, 
we sincerely ask that you partner with us in prayer.  HCS is a community of prayer warriors. As a team, we recognize that 
prayer is a vital component of the process and we covet your commitment to faithfully support our work with your prayers. 
We are reminded that prayer is not just a process, but an act of worship and submission to our Almighty God and that He 
will provide us what we need. We ask at this time that you pray specifically for the following: 

➢Grace/Wisdom – Pray for grace and wisdom among the HCS family and members of the Board and Search Committee. 

➢Vision/Mission – Pray that the vision and mission of HCS will remain at the forefront of all decisions we face. 

➢Trusting God – Pray that we will trust God to direct us to the leader that He has chosen and we will be diligent in our 
search and after the heart and mind of our Father God. 

We need to cover the entire process in prayer, even the smallest of details, so that we are confident as we proceed, that 
we are in the center of God’s will. Thank you for your willingness to support our efforts. We commit to faithfully praying 
Psalm 90:17  



“May the favor of the Lord our God rest on us; 
establish the work of our hands for us— 
yes, establish the work of our hands.” 

We also need and value your input regarding this search. We have a 5 question survey that we would love to have 
you answer. The 5 questions will give us valuable input that will help the Search Committee evaluate possible candidates 
for the next HCS Superintendent. Here is the link to that survey - Superintendent Search Survey Link. Please complete 
this survey no later than Friday, June 5. 

Save These Dates -  

● On August 27 we will be having our Elementary Parent/Teacher Information and Expo Night.  Please mark your 
calendars and plan to attend this informative evening.  

● On August 31, we will have our Open House at both the elementary and middle school buildings from 5:30 - 7:00 p.m. 
This is a great opportunity for your whole family to stop in and meet the teachers. The open house will be followed by 
a brief dedication service at the elementary school building beginning at 7:00 p.m. Everyone is encouraged to attend 
as we join in prayer and song dedicating the upcoming school year to Him! 

School Shopping Lists for 2020-2021 School Year - The list showing supplies that are needed for students in Y5-5th 
grade for next year can be found on our website. Middle School supply lists can also be found on our website.  

2020 - 2021 School Theme - The 8th grade class of 2020 - 2021 (current 2019 - 2020 7th graders) selected the school 
theme and verse for the next school year. The 7th-grade class is given the opportunity to submit suggestions for the 
school theme that will be used when they are in 8th grade. They are challenged to think of themes that they can live into 
for their last year at HCS. They are also challenged to think of themes that all students can understand and focus on 
throughout the school year.  Before submitting ideas, they have discussions about possible theme topics and prayerfully 
ask God to place on their hearts the theme He has chosen for our school.  

The theme that they felt led to selecting for the 2020 - 2021 school year is - ONE BODY - based on Romans 12: 4-5 - 

“For just as each of us has one body with many members, 
and these members do not all have the same function, 

so in Christ, we, though many, form one body, 
and each member belongs to all the others.” 

What a wonderful and timely theme for the whole HCS community to be able to focus on for the coming school year. How 
exciting it will be to see how God manifests Himself through these verses and challenges us live into these words. The 
logo for the 2020 - 2021 school theme was created by Parker Speidel and will be revealed later this summer. 

2020-2021 HCS Theme T-Shirts - Each year students in 3 School - 5th Grade receive a t-shirt to wear for field trips, 
chapels and other activities. Your elementary child (ren) will receive a shirt in the fall, no need to order!  Middle School 
students are given the option to order one free of charge and parents, if you want to order a Theme T-shirt for yourself, 
there is a cost of $5.00 each. To order a 2020-2021 HCS Theme T-Shirt for a middle school student or parent, fill out 
this form by June 5. 

Save the Date for the HCS Golf Outing! - Did you know that some children are part of our HCS family because of this 
community's generosity and commitment to partnering with everyone who desires a Christian education for their family?  
The HCS Community makes this possible through the HCS tuition assistance fund.  PLEASE join us August 3 at Railside 
Golf Club for a fun day of golf where all proceeds go to our tuition assistance fund.  We are also looking for corporate/
individual sponsors for this event.  Click here or contact rlandstra@hcs.org for more information. 

Pop Can Drive - The can and bottle fundraising drive is BACK ON! You will see a new trailer (thank you, Micandy 
Gardens!) in the parking lot behind the elementary building where you may bring your returnables. Praise God that we are 
able to continue this fundraiser! 

Summer Hiking Trips Cancelled - Mr. Schnyders had planned on offering two hikes this summer but due to his 
upcoming surgery he has cancelled them. We hope you can join him again next summer! 

TRIP On Demand (TOD)  
·      Email your TOD order to triphcs@4hcs.org 
·      TOD orders will be filled at 10:00 am on Mondays and Thursdays 
·      You will receive an email confirmation when your order is ready for pick up 
·      Pick up TOD orders from administrative office from 9:00am – 3:00pm Monday to Friday 
·      Please have your check ready upon arrival 
·      TOD orders remaining after 7 days will be considered abandoned and returned to inventory. 

https://www.cognitoforms.com/HudsonvilleChrSchool/SuperintendentSearchFocusSurvey
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/K-5-Shop-List-20.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/MS-School-Supply-Shopping-2020.2021.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Ay7xuiPZZ4UI36HKYLp7Pbp8XElQKw79eGwbtppUPQo/edit
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/support/golf-outing/


Online Orders (ShopWithScrip.com)  
·      Deadline for ordering is 11:59pm Sunday 
·      Orders will be available for pick up by 9:00am on Wednesday 
·      Pick up Online orders from administrative office from 9:00am – 3:00pm Monday to Friday 

  Scheduled Orders (green paper form)  
·      Drop off by 3:00pm on Friday or email order to triphcs@4hcs.org            
·      Orders will be available for pick up by 9:00am on Wednesday 
·      Pick up orders from administrative office from 9:00am – 3:00pm Monday to Friday 

When entering the building for TRIP pick up: 
·      Strict adherence to the social/physical distancing is expected 
·    If you have health concerns, are at risk, have been around people who may be exhibiting symptoms, and/

or not feeling well, please wear a mask. 

EARLY CHILDHOOD NEWS 

Kids' Corner Enrollment is Open for the 2020-2021 School Year! - Forms are available in the main office or you can 
sign up online using this form: Kids' Corner Enrollment Form. If you have any questions, email Julie Moes at 
jmoes@4hcs.org or kidscorner@4hcs.org.  

ELEMENTARY NEWS 

Assessment/Report Cards - Elementary (3 School - 5th grade) report cards will be available on RenWeb on Friday, June 
5. Students will receive credit for their participation in the 3rd and 4th quarters of the school year. Teachers will write a 
narrative comment in the final report card to summarize your child's progress. As usual, parents will receive an email 
when their child's report card is available to be viewed on RenWeb. 

Lost and Found - Lost and found items will be available in the elementary lobby until June 12. Items not claimed by then 
will be donated to REVIVE. 

Summer Tutoring - A list of available teachers can be found on our website. Due to the deep cleaning and disinfecting of 
both school buildings and some construction projects that will take place, we need to keep the traffic in and out of the 
building to a minimum. Therefore, summer tutoring will need to take place off campus. If you signed up for a tutor, the tutor 
will connect with you to work out arrangements. 

Camp Crazee Fun and Private Band and Orchestra Lessons - Due to the current COVID-19 health situation, the deep 
cleaning and disinfecting of both school buildings and some construction projects that will take place, we need to keep the 
traffic in and out of the building to a minimum. Therefore, Camp Crazee Fun will not be held this summer. Private band 
and orchestra lessons, like summer tutoring, will need to be done off campus.  

MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS 

8th Grade Graduation - An 8th Grade Graduation Drive-Through Cruise will take place in the Unity Christian High School 
parking lot on the evening of Wednesday, June 3. This will be for graduates and one car of immediate family only. Mr. 
Knot sent an email last week to parents of 8th grade students, please be sure to check this email with all of the details.  If 
you have questions, please call the middle school office (669-7487) or email Justin Knot jknot@4hcs.org. 

Middle School Library Summer Reading Challenge - This summer the Hudsonville Christian Middle School library is 
offering a Summer Reading Challenge for middle school students. Talk to your student about the details found in an email 
and encourage your middle schooler to join the “Hot Days, Cool Books” Summer Reading Challenge. Happy Reading! 

Grade 6 and Grade 7 Parents - If you have NOT already done so, please take a moment to check your email and use 
the link to sign up your child for music programs for the 2020/2021 school year.  The middle school office must have this 
information for scheduling.  

Report Cards - Middle school report cards will be available on RenWeb on Friday, June 5. Parents will receive an email 
when their child's report card is available to be viewed on RenWeb.  As a reminder from our previous communication the 
middle school will be using the following grading scale for this quarter of work.  (These grades will be for any Math, 
Science, Bible, Language Arts, Social Studies, Spanish, and Decisions class- all other classes will be giving comments for 
this quarter)   
A  90%-100% 
B  80%-89% 

http://shopwithscrip.com/
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Kids-Corner-Enrollment-Form-2020-2021.pdf
https://www.cognitoforms.com/HudsonvilleChrSchool/KidsCorner20202021EnrollmentForm
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Summer-Tutoring-2020.pdf
mailto:jknot@4hcs.org


C  70%-79% 
N/A 0-69%-  Teachers will pass this work back and ask for it to be resubmitted to produce higher quality.  The teacher and 
support staff will work with the student to improve the quality through specific feedback.  

PARENTS’ CLUB NEWS 
   

Parent Volunteers are Valuable! -  We are asking all of our 400+ HCS families to prayerfully consider where and how 
you can volunteer to bless the HCS community. Volunteering not only helps our school, but it helps families get to know 
one another and creates a sense of family within our school community! The Volunteer Catalog outlines the volunteer 
positions available for the 2020-2021 school year. Please take a moment to read through the catalog. Click here for a 
document listing the Sign-Up Genius Volunteer links.  

● All volunteer sign-ups will be done via Sign-Up Genius.   
● Families enrolling children in Grades 1 - 8 are expected to volunteer for a minimum of 25 points from any 

combination of the School Volunteer Forms as well as 5 points from the Fair Volunteer Form.  For single parent 
households, the expectation is to volunteer a minimum of 10 points from the School Volunteer Forms as well as 5 
points from the Fair Volunteer Form. 

● Families enrolling children in Young 5s and Kindergarten are expected to contribute 5 points from the Fair Volunteer 
Form and 5 points from the School Volunteer forms.   

● Families enrolling children in 3 School and 4 School are exempt from these volunteer expectations, but we do 
encourage you to get involved.  Volunteering is a great way to meet other HCS families and learn more about our 
school! 

● All volunteers who work with children will be required to submit to a child safety screening process. 
● NEW THIS YEAR-Families (adults and high school students) volunteering for more than 5 Fair Volunteer Form 

points may apply the additional points toward their 25 School Volunteer Forms points.  
● After prayerful consideration, please sign up for your 5 Fair Volunteer Form points as well as 25 School 

Volunteer Forms points by JUNE 7.  Be sure to include your e-mail address on the sign-up form so that you are 
credited for the amount of points and so that leaders and coordinators may contact you with additional information 
regarding your volunteer position 

Room Parents Needed for Next Year - Are you interested in volunteering in your child’s classroom?  Consider being a 
Room Parent!  Room Parents communicate with classroom parents and new families, plan class parties, help with field 
trips, help with Teacher Appreciation Week and serve the assigned teacher with their specific volunteer needs.  For 
consideration, please fill out the Room Parent Volunteer Form 2020-2021 School Year.  Room Parents will be assigned 
over the summer and you will be notified via email if you are selected.   

COMMUNITY NEWS  

Unity Summer Sports Camp Schedule for Students Age 3 – 12th Grade - Due to the current COVID-19 health situation 
and Governor Whitmer’s executive orders, we have decided to postpone our 2020 Summer Camps.  We will not offer any 
summer camps the weeks of June 8, 15, and 22.  We are hoping to offer a revised summer camp schedule and host 
camps from June 29 – August 7, and will provide a schedule and link to registration starting June 15.  This information will 
be emailed to parents whose children participated in summer camps last year, and can also be found on our website at 
unitychristianathletics.org under the “Camps and Clinics” tab.  
  
Unity Christian Youth Football Registration - Unity Christian High School is excited to begin another season of Youth 
Football for students entering grades 3 – 8 this coming school year!  The program begins for 3rd/4th and 5th/6th grade 
teams on August 10 at a cost of $60, and 7thand 8th grade teams begin on August 24 at a cost of $80 (plus $20 for all 
levels if you would like to purchase a jersey).   Registration is now open for youth football, but we will not be requiring 
payment until later this summer. Please fill out your  Registration by June 30 if at all possible so we can accurately plan for 
teams.  For full details on the program, please go to https://unitychristianathletics.org/main/otherad/contentID/46418954.  
For questions or further information, please contact youth football director Mark TeSlaa at 616-970-3154 or 
markteslaa@gmail.com. 
  
Middle School Co-Ed Cross Country Team - Unity Christian High School will again sponsor a co-ed middle school 
cross-country team this fall for students in 6th – 8th grades.  This program will begin in mid to late August, and typically 
there are two practices a week and approximately six meets.  Look for registration information and more details later this 
summer, and on Unity’s website at unitychristianathletics.org under the “More” tab and then “Middle School Sports”.  
Please feel free to contact Unity’s Athletic Office with any questions you may have at 669-1820 or 
athletics@unitychristian.org. 
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Middle School Cross Country Coach Wanted - Unity Christian has an opening for a Co-Ed Middle School Cross 
Country Coach.  We are searching for someone who has a passion for the Lord, enjoys working with middle school 
students, and can successfully lead these young runners.  This program will begin in mid to late August, and typically 
there are two practices a week and approximately six meets.  If you have any interest or know of someone who might 
have interest, please contact Unity Christ ian Athletic Director Jeff Engbers at 616-669-1820 or 
jengbers@unitychristian.org.  Click HERE for an application.  

Calvin Soccer Camp - The Calvin Soccer Camp offers an exceptional camp experience for every participant and is 
designed for players of various ages and ability levels. The Day Camp will run June 15-19 and the Elite Camps will run 
July 11-14 & July 15-18. For more information and to enroll online, visit www.calvinsoccercamp.com. 

Hope College Summer Science Camps - Join us for another exciting summer of camps! Summer Science Camps 
started over 20 years ago with Tod Gugino’s dream of sharing the love for science. ExploreHope provides innovative, fun-
filled educational camps for grades K-12. For more information visit hope.edu/explore. 

CALENDAR 

QUICK LINKS 

! Kids’ Corner Handbook 
! Preschool (3School/4School/NB 4School) Handbook 
! Middle School Handbook 
! HCS Parent Handbook 
! Summer Tutors 
! 2020-2021 Room Parent Volunteer Form 
! Kids' Corner Mail-In Enrollment Form 2020-2021 
! Kids' Corner Online Enrollment Form 2020-2021 
! Parents’ Club Volunteer Catalog 
! Parents’ Club Sign-Up Genius Volunteer Links 
! 2020-2021 Theme T- Shirt Order Form - Parents and MS Students Only 
! 2020-2021 Y5-5th Supply Shopping List 
! 2020-2021 Middle School Supply Shopping List  

June 3 8th Grade Graduation Drive-through Cruise - Unity Christian High School 

June 5 Report Cards Posted 

August 3 Golf Outing

August 27 Elementary Parent/Teacher Info Night 

August 31 Open House / Expo and Dedication Service

September 1 First Day of School (Y5-8)

September 1 First Day of Kids’ Corner

September 4-7 Labor Day Weekend

September 8-11 First Day of School for 3S/4S/NB4S
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