
Greetings HCS parents. We hope and pray that you and your family have continued to remain healthy and well. We 
also hope and pray that you are enjoying the change of pace that the summer months bring. 
 
Our school theme this year is “One Body” based on Romans 12:4-5 - “For just as each of us has one body with many 
members, and these members do not all have the same function,  so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member 
belongs to all the others.”  When you break down these verses and how they impact the Christ-like community,  some 
things stand out. 
❖ God gives us individual gifts that enable us to work for the good of the community 
❖ Needing each other and working together is a gift from God 
❖ Giving our time, our skills, and our patience to others are all forms of generosity 
❖ Having compassion for each other is essential for working well together  
❖ There is diversity in unity 
❖ One person’s gift is not better or more important than another person’s gift; each of our individual gifts benefits 

from the individual gifts of others; we need one another 
❖ We must use our individual gifts to serve the whole body of Christ 

 
We will really need to focus on and live into these verses this school year as we will be challenged by the father of 
lies to focus on the things that can separate us rather than unite us. We can already see this happening by the 
reactions of people to the coronavirus pandemic, the current political and racial unrest, and the narrative of the 
elections. This coming school year we have the opportunity to unite and be the light to others during these times of 
divisiveness.  
 
We know that the question of ‘what will school be like in the fall?’ continues to be at the forefront of all our minds. 
We also know that there is a wide variety of opinions and feelings about what school should look like in the fall. Our 
prayer is that we can navigate this as a community with grace and compassion, working as one body honoring God 
and advancing His Kingdom.  
 
Attached to this email are three documents 
❖ the MI Safe Schools Return to School Roadmap;  
❖ an infographic of the mandated requirements in the phases of the Back to School Roadmap;  
❖ a list of frequently asked questions.  

 
Before you look at those documents please reflect on the following: 
❖ This school year will be different. However, this is not our ‘new normal’; this is our ‘current normal’. What we are 

experiencing and the adjustments we need to make are temporary. 
❖ Throughout this school year, we will work closely with and receive guidance from the Ottawa County Department 

of Public Health when dealing with COVID-19 related protocols and situations. 
❖ We will soon have a Preparedness Plan written for phase 4 and phase 5. These plans must be approved by the 

State Superintendent in order for our school to open. Once approved, these plans will be posted on our Back to 
School webpage. 

❖ HCS is not our school; HCS is God’s school. Regardless of our situation and circumstances, how we choose to 
react should be God-honoring. 

 
When you read the infographic you will see the requirement of wearing face coverings in Phase 4. 
❖ All staff (elementary and middle school) and students in grades 6, 7, and 8 must wear face coverings except when 

eating or medically unable 
❖ Y5s - grade 5 are required to wear face coverings outside of the classroom when not in their cohort/homeroom 

groups or medically unable 
 
Some thoughts about wearing a face-covering/mask at Hudsonville Christian -  



It has been extremely frustrating that the science on masks has been inconsistent. Wearing them has become a 
divisive political symbol. We probably won't know for years what was right and wrong in all the efforts to suppress 
COVID-19. But a consensus is emerging that wearing face coverings does slow the spread of the virus, thus saving 
lives. We also know that we desire in-person school in the fall and wearing face-coverings makes it possible to have 
that ability if our region remains in Phase 4. 
 
We have a right to our individual opinions regarding this requirement when it comes to individual families. However, 
Hudsonville Christian School is not an individual family. It is a community of believers - one body - made of 
individuals called to love our neighbors/love each other. How does that impact the thinking about this requirement? 
 
Here are some things to consider: 
❖ We have students and staff who have compromised health conditions and need to care about them. 
❖  While it appears at this current time that COVID-19 does not affect children as it does adults, it is important to 

remember that our school community is made up of more than just children. Our staff members, parents, and 
grandparents are special people, too, and we need to ensure that we are watching out for them as well.  

❖ Wearing face-coverings throughout the day allows middle schoolers to have a normal schedule rather than being 
in the same cohort group all day - this provides support for the social part of school which is a big thing for 
students this age. 

❖ Each person at HCS is an equally important and unique child of God. Wearing a face-covering, while inconvenient, 
is a fairly easy way to care for those in our community.  

❖ In I Corinthians 10, Paul basically says that we have the right to do all kinds of things that are not a sin for us 
individually, but they may hurt someone else. So our love for others and their concerns should be more important 
than our freedom to do what we want. 
 

 “Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially those who belong to the family of believers.” Galatians 6:10  This 
will be our focus at school. We pray that we can choose to represent Jesus, the kind, humble, and selfless servant, 
who was willing to die on the cross for the very people who put Him there.  Our children will take their cues from the 
adults in their lives. Let’s give them a solid example of what it looks like to put the needs of others ahead of their 
own.  
 
We are more than excited that we are currently in Phase 4 and can have in-person instruction. Let’s focus on what 
we can do and not on what we can’t do. As one body, let’s be faithful in lovingly and humbly serving the interest of 
others. Let’s be the light to each other and in doing so, be a light in His kingdom. 
 
Serving Him together, 
 
The HCS Leadership Team 
Mary Broene, Interim Superintendent 
Tricia Kiepert, Elementary Principal 
Justin Knot, Middle School Principal 
 
School Calendar -  
You may have heard that Hudsonville Public Schools have moved up the date they are starting school. Our start date has NOT changed - the 
first day of school remains on Tuesday, September 1.  
Due to the revisions of the HPS calendar, we have just a few dates that had to be adjusted from the draft calendar you received with 
enrollment forms.  
These dates are: 
➔ Monday, October 26  Limited busing AM & PM 
➔ Friday, December 11 Regular day of school; NOT an early release day 
➔ Monday, February 8 Limited busing AM & PM 
➔ Friday, March 5 Early release day 
➔ Friday, March 12 Regular day of school; NOT an early release day 


