
FAQs - Part 2 --- Specific to Y5 - 8 Current as of 7/24/2020 

 
 
Q. We are a private school. Are we required to follow the MI Safe Back to School Roadmap requirements?  
 
A. Per our legal counsel - Miller Johnson - On March 10, 2020, Governor Whitmer first declared states of emergency and 
disaster.  She then extended them in April which brought on many legal processes against the extension.  The end result, 
however, was that a court found that the Governor has the right to apply and extend these states of emergency as long as they 
are necessary to protect life and property and/or bring an emergency situation under control.  Schools both public and private 
are bound to these Executive orders with little differentiation between the two. 
 
Q. We have heard that a couple of area private schools are opening and having ‘school as normal’ and not following the 
MI Safe Back to School Roadmap requirements. Why isn’t HCS doing the same thing?  
 
A. See above 
 
Q. We are a private, Christian school. Do the requirements of the MI Safe Back to School Roadmap violate our right to 
religious freedom? 
 
A. Per our legal counsel - Miller Johnson - The Executive Order is not specifically prohibiting only private/religious schools to 
comply with the state’s requirements, therefore is not a violation of our freedom of religion. 
 
Q. Who comprised the HCS Back to School Advisory Group? From whom else have you received guidance? 
 
A.  The HCS Back to School Advisory Group was made up of Board members/parents, the leadership team, and staff members 
representing grade-level groups and special services.  

● School Board President/parent/pastor - Chuck Swanson 
● Leadership Team - Tricia Kiepert, Justin Knot, Mary Broene 
● Early Childhood Director - Julie Moes 
● Educational Support Services and at-risk students - Jenny Gorter, Wendy VanDoeselaar 
● Staff Representatives - Lisi Remy, Katie Heerspink 
● School Board/Education Committee member/parent/nurse - Sarah Hoezee 

 
Other groups/people from whom we have received guidance: 

● Legal Counsel - Miller Johnson and Dykema Gossett 
● Christian Schools International 
● Michigan Association of Non-public Schools 
● The Ottawa Area Intermediate School District Return to School Task Force - Comprised of leadership from local school 

districts - private and public, post-secondary institutions, non-profit organizations, the health department, and other organizations 
and groups within the Ottawa Area 

● Eastern Ottawa Christian Schools 
● Ottawa County Superintendents 
● HCS School Board 
● Dr. Heidel - Ottawa County Department of Public Health 
● Dr. John Dykstra 



● School guidance counselor - Christi Tuit 
● Technology - MJ Staal, Steve Schnyders, and Terry Steenstra 

 
Q. Who comprised the subcommittee planning the ‘Instruction’ in the phases?  
 
A. There is an elementary subcommittee and a middle school subcommittee. Both are large groups representing all grade levels, 
specialists, and Educational Support Services  
 
 
 
 
Q. Why is there such a push for keeping classrooms together (cohorting) throughout the day? 
 
A. The main reason for cohorting is to simplify contact tracing should a positive case of COVID-19 be identified at our school. If 
we remain in class groups, it will be much easier to determine who has spent time near the infected person. We are still waiting 
to hear from the Ottawa County Department of Public Health about specifics regarding what to do if a positive case is identified.  
 
Q. If my child is medically vulnerable/high risk, what should I do? 
 
A. Speak to your family physician about any specific protocols that should be followed. 
 
Q. Will parents be required to screen the children for symptoms every day before bringing them to school? 
 
A. It is strongly recommended that you screen your children every day before school. If they have a fever, you should keep them 
home and consult your family physician. 
 
Q. How do we differentiate between the common cold, allergies, and COVID-19 symptoms? 
 
A. It is suggested in these cases to consult your family physician for guidance.  
 
Q. What happens if a child or staff member gets sick at school? 
 
A. If a student or staff member becomes ill with symptoms of COVID-19 while at school, schools should quarantine them until 
they can get picked up by a parent or guardian. Staff would be sent home. Families should connect with their family physician.. 
 
Q. What happens if there is a positive case of COVID-19 at school? 
 
A. We are still waiting to hear from the Ottawa County Department of Public Health about specifics regarding what to do if a 
positive case is identified. Local health officials will give directives about quarantine on a case by case basis once the contact 
tracing investigation is complete. 
 
Q. What is contact tracing and how will that be done? 
 
A. Contact tracing is a strategy for slowing the spread of the disease in which public health workers communicate with infectious 
people to identify their contacts. They then follow up with those contacts to provide guidance on how to quarantine themselves 
and what to do if they develop symptoms. The OCDPH is currently developing protocols. We will share those with you as soon 
as we receive them. 
 
 
 
 
Q. Will students still have specials for elementary/Core 2 for the middle school (PE, Spanish, music, art, library)? 
 
A. Yes! At the elementary building, students will still be able to travel to the specialists’ classrooms and enjoy learning from 
them. As long as we are in Phase 4, students will wear a mask in the hallways to get to and from the specialist’s classroom. We 



are planning on building time into the schedule so that these classrooms can be disinfected and sanitized between groups of 
students. Items used by students in these classrooms will be disinfected or a new set of items provided before being used by 
another group of children. 
 
We will be having core 2 classes (Specials) at the middle school!  One of the benefits of wearing the facial coverings at the 
middle school is the ability to allow the students to mix into these classes.  There will be time in the schedule and classes to 
allow for classrooms to be disinfected and sanitized between groups of students.  PE will be outside as much as possible to start 
the year.  Choir, band, and orchestra will be moved to larger spaces and split into sectionals to allow for smaller groups.  For 
Band, Choir and PE once students are seated or in their separated spots they will be able to remove their face-coverings while 
performing, or doing a physical activity that would require it.  
 
Q. Will there still be chapel? 
 
A. Yes! We are still working out the specific details of chapels, but our plan is to have teachers and their classes lead chapels 
this year as usual. The indoor gathering size restrictions in both Phases 4 and 5 are quite strict, so our solution to this is to 
Livestream the chapel so students can worship from their classrooms and parents can join us from home. The same will be true 
at the middle school with chapels facilitated by homerooms, classroom teachers, and guest speakers. We have a team of staff 
members working on getting us set up with a reliable streaming service to use from our school buildings. 
 
Q. Will special services/programming (Speech, Educational Support, SOAR, OT, PT,  etc.) still be provided?  
 
A. Yes, all the special services provided by Hudsonville Christian Staff will be provided. Speech, Occupational Therapy and 
Physical Therapy are provided by Hudsonville Public School staff. We do not yet have details from them. Face shields will be 
provided for students as needed for specialized programming like speech. 
 
Q. Will my child still be able to go on field trips? 
 
A. We don’t yet have a solid answer to this question. For field trips to be possible, we need transportation (typically provided by 
HPS buses) and venues to be open and accepting groups of children. We will need more information before we can make 
decisions here and whether or not a field trip is possible will be on a case by case basis. 
 
Q. If we have to switch to remote learning during the school year, how will it look different from in the spring? 
 
A. We currently have a sub-committee of staff members from all different grade levels and subjects working on upgrades to our 
remote learning plans, should we have any longer-term school closures in the coming year. Once we have complete plans in 
place, we will share them with the HCS community.  
 
Here are a few things we are working on based on feedback from parent and staff surveys: 

➔ Consistency in online platforms (i.e. Google Classroom, SeeSaw, etc.) and learning plans across grade levels 
➔ Opportunities for live instruction (whole group and small group) 
➔ An adjusted schedule for middle school students 
➔ Videos of our own teachers teaching rather than relying on ready-made internet sites 
➔ A continuation of the curriculum content that is expected of students for their grade level 
➔ Clarity on what assignments need to be turned in 
➔ Feedback on work that is turned in 
➔ Assessments to help guide the teaching of new learning 
➔ Social interaction opportunities for students and teachers 

 
 
 
 
Q. How will classrooms be set up/will classrooms look different? 
 
A. It is not currently a requirement to have students 6 feet apart in the classroom, however, it is strongly recommended that 
students be spaced apart as much as feasibly possible to help control the spread of the virus. Spreading students apart as much 



as possible will be the goal in the classroom. Desks and tables will be spread out to give students more space. We are not 
planning on putting up dividers on desks or tables to separate the students from each other. If students will be working very 
closely together on a project, they may be asked to put their face-coverings on for that work time. We will probably start the year 
without fabric-covered furniture in the classrooms as it is difficult to disinfect along with the rest of the classroom at the end of 
each day. Our hope is that we’ll be able to add these pieces of furniture back into the classroom later in the school year. 
 
Q. What if my child is not in a class with his/her best friends? 
 
A. Many parents are concerned that if their child is not in class with their friend(s), they will have no one to play with or interact 
with during the day. This is definitely an understandable concern. Every school year, developing community and family in the 
classroom body is of high importance with our teachers. We see the benefit of discovering new friendships and adding to the 
close knit classroom connection that we are thankful for each year. This is a great opportunity to model a positive attitude for 
your son or daughter. Being in a class with some new people can open doors to friendships your kids might have missed 
otherwise. Also, keep in mind that if we are able to get to Phase 5, students will have more opportunities during the day to 
interact with students from other classes.  
 
 
Q. Can I ask to have my child moved into a different class so he/she can be with a friend? 
 
A. Our teachers spent many hours in the spring poring over the class lists for the 2020-2021 school year. There is an incredible 
amount of prayer, thought, and effort that goes into creating those lists. Things like academic needs, friendships, students who 
don’t work well together, boy/girl ratios, number of children in a class, personality fit with the teacher, official parent requests, 
behavior support, and a host of other items need to be considered when putting these lists together. It’s like assembling a giant 
puzzle. Often, moving just one student has an effect on many other classroom situations. In addition, the potential of needing to 
do this for several families is nearly impossible. Because of this, we will not be able to accommodate any class list changes or 
requests at this time. 
 
Q. What will recess/break look like at the elementary school? At the middle school? 
 
A. We are still working on the plans for recesses at the elementary building. What we know right now is that in Phase 4, if 
students mix with children from other classes outside, they will need to wear facial coverings. We would like for students to be 
able to get fresh air and not have their faces covered during recess times, so we are leaning toward keeping students cohorted 
together in the homeroom classes when out for recess. We will likely divide up the playground/green space around the school 
and have students rotate through different areas throughout the week with their class.  
 
At the middle school, while in phase 4, students that are outside will be wearing facial coverings when they are going to be within 
6 ft. of distance from each other.  If students are staying inside, facial coverings will be required. 
 
Q. Will teachers still be able to give hugs and high fives, etc. to students? 
 
A. We will need to maintain as much physical distance as feasibly possible throughout the school day. This will likely mean less 
direct contact between students and teachers. These requirements make it seem like school will be a cold and scary place, but 
please remember that these requirements haven’t changed our teachers at all. They still love Jesus, love kids, and love teaching 
and they are already thinking about ideas to make school fun and engaging for the students. We have an incredibly creative 
group of teachers and they will find ways to make sure students feel loved regardless of the requirements in place. Of course, 
there will likely be some exceptions to this rule if students are upset or hurt and are in need of physical contact. 
 
 
 
 
Q. What is an acceptable face covering for my child? 
 
A. Face-coverings may be homemade (fabric), purchased (gaiters are very handy), or disposable level-one (basic) grade 
surgical masks. Fabric face-coverings should be washed daily. Disposable masks - refer to the directions on the packaging. 
 



Q. What will wearing a face-covering in the elementary building really look like? 
 
A. Again, we are still working out the details on many of these questions but here are the scenarios where we see the need for a 
face-covering to be worn: 

➔ Most likely when riding the bus to and from school (waiting to hear from HPS about this) 
➔ Most likely for the before school recess, however, we are still in discussion about this 
➔ Anytime students are in the building and not in the classroom with their homeroom class (cohort) 
➔ Short periods of time in the classroom if students are working closely together on something  

 
Q. Why does my middle schooler need to wear a face-covering all day? 
 
A. The daily schedule for a middle school student is very different from that of an elementary student, where kids typically stay 
with the same group of kids throughout the day. Wearing a mask at the middle school allows students to change classes and 
mix including many options and opportunities for classes and programming. “Face-covering breaks” will be scheduled 
throughout each day. 
 
Q. How will teachers be able to teach all day wearing face-coverings? 
 
A. We are still waiting for clarification from the state about the types of face coverings (i.e. face-coverings vs. face shields) that 
are allowed for staff to wear while teaching. We understand that it’s important for students to be able to see their teachers’ faces 
so they can read their emotions/expressions and for quality instructional purposes. We have been on the hunt for the best clear 
face-coverings out there and are trying out several options.  
 


