
FAQs for parents (Updated as of…July 10/2020) 
 

 
 
Q:  As a private school, are we required to follow the requirements in the Executive Order and the MI Safe 
Return to School Roadmap? 
A:  Private schools in Michigan are expected to comply with the Governor's Executive Order and MI Safe Return 
to School Roadmap.  The areas that are “requirements” are required of all Michigan schools; the areas that are 
“strongly recommended” or “recommended” are at the discretion of the individual schools in consultation/guidance 
from the local health department. The decision about which Phase of re-opening your school should be in 
compliance with is based on the 8 regions of the state of Michigan; schools need to comply with the Phase of 
re-opening that their region is in at the time. 
 
Q: In what region is Hudsonville located? What Phase are we in? 
A: Hudsonville is located in Region 2. Our region is in Phase 4. 
 
Q: What are the phases of the Back to School Roadmap? 
A: Phases 1, 2, and 3 Schools do not open for in-person instruction; remote learning 

Phase 4 Schools open for in-person instruction with stringent required safety protocols 
Phase 5 Schools open for in-person instruction with moderate required safety protocols 
Phase 6 Schools open for in-person instruction with minimal required safety protocols 

 
Q: What cleaning and disinfecting products and protocols will you be using to clean the school/classrooms? 
A: We will use the cleaning products and protocols mandated by the CDC and our health department that have 
been proven the most effective in killing all viruses - including the coronavirus. Cleaning and disinfecting will be 
done frequently throughout the day and after school. A consistent schedule for deep cleaning has also been 
established. 
 
Q: What are the best mitigation procedures/practices for students and staff when in school? 
A: Here are the most effective mitigation procedures: 
➢ Wash hands often scrubbing for 20 seconds - hum the “Happy Birthday” song from beginning to end twice. 
➢ If you are not able to wash your hands, use hand sanitizer. 
➢ Cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue, dispose of the tissue in the trash and wash/sanitize hands 

immediately. If a tissue is not available, cough or sneeze into the crook of your arm. 
➢ Wear a mask when in enclosed public spaces/places. 
➢ Remain physically distant (3-6 feet) from others when feasible. 

 
Q: What is cohorting and why is it important? 
A: A cohort group is a mass of students who are grouped together and do not mix with other groups of 
students. This helps mitigate the spread of the virus. Cohorting also helps with contact tracing efforts should a 
student or staff member test positive for COVID-19. 
 
Q: Will screening for COVID-19 symptoms be required? 
A: HCS staff will be required to be screened every day. 

https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/MIEOG/2020/06/30/file_attachments/1485859/EO%202020-142.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/whitmer/MI_Safe_Schools_Roadmap_FINAL_695392_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/whitmer/MI_Safe_Schools_Roadmap_FINAL_695392_7.pdf


It is strongly recommended that parents screen their children every day before they leave home.  
Symptoms may include, but are not limited to: 
➢ Temperature above 100 degrees Fahrenheit 
➢ Body aches and/or chills 
➢ Persistent coughing 
➢ Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 
➢ New loss of taste or smell 
➢ Sore throat 
➢ Congestion or runny nose 
➢ Nausea or vomiting; and/or 
➢ Diarrhea 

We are waiting to receive guidance from the Ottawa County Department of Public Health whether they will 
mandate daily screening for students.   
 
Q: What about extracurricular activities such as band, choir, orchestra? 
A: Extracurricular activities may continue in Phases 4-6, with some required health and safety protocols. 
 
Q: What about sports? 
A: School athletics may continue in Phases 4-6, with some required health and safety protocols. Schools will be 
directed to follow guidance published by the Michigan High School Athletic Association and the National Federation 
of State High School Associations. Mr. Holtrop is currently meeting with the other athletic directors of our middle 
school athletic league to determine the protocols that will be expected at the middle school level. 
 
Q: In which situations might remote learning take place? 
A: Remote learning is required when our region is in phases 1-3.  

Shifts to short periods of remote learning are likely if there is an increase of positive COVID-19 cases in our 
area and/or in our school buildings. These decisions are made by the Ottawa County Department of Public Health 
and once made are lawfully binding for schools.  
 
Q: Might there be a situation when just one of our buildings would need to shift to remote learning and not 
the other building? 
A: Yes. See the answer to the above question. 
 
Q: Will my child need to wear a mask on the bus? 
A: Very likely yes as this is noted as a required protocol in the Roadmap.  

We are waiting to receive guidance from Hudsonville Public Schools and Unity Christian High School. 
 
Q:        Regarding face coverings/masks-how is ‘medically unable’ defined? 
A:        To prove a person is medically unable to wear a face covering/mask, a letter including the diagnosis and 
reason(s) for not wearing from a doctor or therapist would need to be given to school officials.  
 
Q: What happens if a child or staff member gets sick at school? 
A: If a student or staff member becomes ill with symptoms of COVID-19 while at school, schools should 
quarantine them until they can get picked up by a parent or guardian. Staff would be sent home. Symptomatic 
students and staff should stay home until they have tested negative or have been released from quarantine 
according to the OCDPH directive. 
 
Q: What happens if there is a positive case of COVID-19 at school? 



A: The OCDPH will follow their regular health practice and initiate contact tracing to identify those who were in 
close contact to the individual. Local health officials will give directives about quarantine on a case by case basis 
once the contact tracing investigation is complete. 
 
Q: I disagree with the requirements for schools. Who should I contact? 
A: To effectively promote change, communication needs to be brought to those people who have the power to 
make changes. Therefore, if you have concerns and opinions about the requirements or the State’s Back to School 
Roadmap, please connect directly with your congressperson, state senator, and Governor Whitmer. 
 
Q: We are undecided about whether to enroll our child/children for the 2020 - 2021 school year. What are 
our options? 
A: In order to give administrators and teachers adequate time to prepare for the start of the year, the deadline 
for enrollment for the 2020 - 2021 school year is Friday, August 7, 2020. 
 
If you choose to not enroll for the 2020 - 2021 school year, you have some options: 

● Enroll in one of the online programs offered by some area public schools 
● Research on-line homeschooling options 

 
The possibility of enrolling after the school year has begun will need to be determined at the Board level and is 
unlikely to be accepted due to the complexity of mitigation protocols in place. 
 
Q: What can I do to support my child, school staff, and the HCS community this school year? 
A:  

● Continue to be a prayer warrior  
● Recognize that not everyone will be happy about some of the mandated protocols 
● Focus on the school theme and verse - being one body/a community 
● Remember that you help determine your child’s attitude.  
● Discuss frustrations away from your child/children 
● Set your child/children up for success by encouraging them to make the best of it 
● Prepare them for school now; teach them to wear a face-covering now, giving them time to get used 

to it. Don’t wait until the week before school starts hoping things change and they won’t have to 
wear one. They haven’t been in school for a long time and will have plenty of other adjustments to 
make. 

● Be a sounding board for them 
● Stay positive and model perseverance 


