
August 4, 2020 

This message is sent on behalf of School Board President, Pastor Chuck Swanson 

Greetings HCS Family, 

I imagine that everyone is feeling pretty overwhelmed at this point of the year.  It seems as if every day we are flooded by new 
information concerning Covid-19 and trying to do the difficult work of determining what is true and what is false.  We are feeling 
the challenges all of our churches are going through as to how and when do we gather together in person or continue to 
Livestream.  At the same time, we are all trying to prayerfully make decisions concerning our children and their education.  As the 
President of the HCS Board, I would like to take a moment to share a few thoughts that I hope will provide information, 
encouragement, and hope for you and your family during these challenging times. 

First, even in the face of all the challenges and changes that will, or might, occur throughout the upcoming school year, please 
know that our Leadership Team and the Board are making decisions out of our mission and what’s best for our children.  Let me 
remind you of our values: HCS is a place where your child is valued as a unique child of God, created with his or her own set of 
gifts and talents, educated by teachers committed to nurturing the whole child – mind, body, and spirit—surrounded by an 
academically excellent and dynamic learning environment and supported by a loving community rooted in faith.  This has been 
and will continue to be, who we are, and the foundation from which our responses will originate. 

Second, I know that the information from our Leadership Team can feel overwhelming at times, but please continue to take the 
time to read every e-mail or information packet that you receive in the days and weeks ahead.  The Leadership Team has been 
working diligently throughout the spring and summer to provide you with the most recent information and decisions that will shape 
how we will continue to live out our mission in these challenging times.  If you have questions, many of them can be answered by 
referring to the FAQs and emails that have already been sent out. In addition to connecting with parents, the Leadership Team will 
be spending the month ahead preparing our facilities and equipping our teachers, custodial staff, and support people to continue 
to provide the type of education that we have all come to appreciate and expect at HCS. 

Third, we are a Christian School that will continue to meet the highest standards and keep our accreditation in the State of 
Michigan.  I know that there is confusion surrounding what laws and regulations that a Christian School is required to follow.  We 
are not a church; rather, we are a Christian School that needs to abide by the laws and regulations set forth by the State of 
Michigan.  Please know that our decisions have been vetted by a local law firm and we are going to continue to follow and submit 
to our governing authorities, even if other Christian Schools choose otherwise.  We believe this action is biblical, fits our Reformed 
World and Life View, and provides an example to our children of what it means to submit to authority. 

Last, but not least, HCS is a family and we need to draw together during these difficult times to ensure that our amazing 
community will survive and continue to thrive in the future.  We know there are many questions surrounding tuition and possible 
reductions depending on how we deliver education this year.  We understand that these are challenging times economically for 
many of you; however, we have decided as a Board to not reduce tuition.  Many of you may not realize that HCS has been, and 
will continue to be, a very lean organization.  We have worked hard to keep costs down and to keep tuition rates low.  97% of our 
yearly budget goes to our teachers and their salary packages, so there is very little within our budget we can reduce.  We do set 
resources aside to help families who may be in difficult situations, so please reach out if you are experiencing this.  We want you 
to know that your continued support (presence, prayer, and financial support) will make it possible for HCS to survive this season, 
but also to continue to exist in the future in its mission to make world-changers in the name of Jesus Christ. 

God Bless, 

Pastor Chuck Swanson 

HCS Board President 

	


