
 
September 8, 2020 

Dear HCS Community, 

It’s so good to have our children back in school again!  The smiling faces of the kids as they reunited with friends, 
met their teachers, and started settling into their classroom communities gave testimony to the blessing of being in 
community.  How fitting, after such a long time apart, that our theme this year is One Body based on Romans 12: 
4-5 "For just as each of us has one body with many members, and those members do not all have the same 
function, so in Christ, we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others."!   

As we think about this verse in the context of the overall HCS community, we know that it is the many members of 
this body, using their differing gifts in common mission, that makes it possible to raise the next generation of 
disciples for His glory and kingdom impact through Christian Education.   We are so thankful for how each of you, 
with your differing gifts, choose to partner with us in mission through sacrifices of time, treasures, and talents.   

One opportunity for our HCS Body to make an impact begins next week as we kick off our annual Faith Campaign.  
Many of you already know that at HCS tuition costs cover only what is needed for the education of our children, 
and so funds for tuition assistance and general building maintenance are sought from the generosity of the HCS 
community.  Each year this community so generously supports the Faith campaign. I am already praising God for 
how He will use YOU to meet our $250,000 goal.  Witnessing the Lord move the hearts of His people through 
generous giving has been a huge joy, and when you receive a call  in the coming weeks from our fundraising 
partners, Milito and Associates,  I ask that you prayerfully consider joining in the opportunity to give to this 
important campaign. 

Join with me in looking for God at work at HCS this year through the body and praising Him for the wonderful 
things He has done and will do as together we seek to raise disciples for His glory! 

On Mission with you, 

!  
Rachel Landstra, Mission Advancement 

!  
New Students to HCS 
Please join us in extending a welcome to the following new students!  

First Grade- Marcellus Anderson, Annabelle Dekker, Deacon Dekker, Jameson Dekker, Collins VanTil, Nikky 
Wassink 
Second Grade- Noah Fisher, Noelle Lubbers, Thomas Lubbers 
Third Grade- Isaiah Anderson, Josie Fisher, Regan VanTil, Mekhi Zimmerman 
Seventh Grade- Madison Moore, Logan Nielsen, Tanner Wassink, Ashlyn VanderLeest, Nalia Zimmerman, Sophie 
Zylstra 
Eighth Grade- Caden Moore, Bryce Jacobsen, Ember Roberts 



New HCS Staff 
We would like to welcome the following new teaching staff to Hudsonville Christian: 
  
Nature Based 4 School - Missy VanBennekom 
2nd grade – Mikayla Battjes 
2nd grade – Linsey Buteyn  
2nd grade - Jessica Van Kley  
4th grade - Justin Terpstra 
8th grade - David Miedema 
  
A few other new faces around school: Jennifer Hoekstra - long term sub for Dan Los; Jessica Kamstra - 3 School 
aide; Tabitha Tyree - Kids’ Corner aide; Sara Wassink - elementary ESS paraprofessional; Jen Large - middle 
school ESS paraprofessional, Jim Noorman -  West Connector custodian; elementary and middle school support 
paraprofessionals - MIke Hoekstra, Sue Walters, Linda Horstman, Charmaine Veenman.  

Home Communicator is Paperless 
The Home Communicator is paperless! it will be sent out on Tuesdays via email.  The Communicator can also be 
found on our school website by clicking on NEWS at the top right corner. 

Home Communicator Announcements 
Please send all requested announcements to homecommunicator@4hcs.org.  As a reminder, ALL requested 
announcements must be received on the Friday before the Tuesday publication to be considered. 

School Management Software 
HCS utilizes RenWeb as our school management software program.  Parent login can be found at https://hv-
mi.client.renweb.com/pw/.	

Limited Busing Dates 
For most of the 2020-2021 school days Hudsonville Public School will provide busing as it has in the past.  
However, there are a few school days this year where we will not have regular busing from Hudsonville Public. 
These dates are Monday, October 26 both AM & PM, Monday, February 8 both AM & PM, June 4-10 both AM & 
PM. Please mark these dates on your schedule. On these dates 7 buses will be providing transportation.  The 
following buses will run their regular route: 8, 30, 47, 65, 84, 88, 89 South Run One additional bus (#24) will pick 
up students at Forest Grove Ref. Church, Jamestown Chr. Reformed Church and Riley Street Middle School.  At 
the end of the day the bus will drop off students at those same locations.  If your HPS bus number is not mentioned 
in this limited busing list, you will need to provide your own transportation on these dates.  

Early Release Dates 
We will participate in some of Hudsonville Public’s early release dates again this year.  These dates will be on 
Friday afternoons and dismissal time will be at 11:10 a.m.  During these afternoons our staff will be engaged in 
valuable professional development.  The dates we will participate in early release are September 18,  January 15, 
February 5, March 5, April 23, & May 21  Please note these days on your calendar.  Hudsonville Public buses will 
be running on these early release dates, but students riding Unity buses will need to arrange for transportation 
home.    

Next Friday, September 18 will be our first early release day. For the safety of our students, we will not be 
offering complimentary childcare after dismissal on September 18.  We hope to be able to resume that service for 
our early release dates in 2021.  

Early release due to extreme heat 
The phrase - “If you don’t like the weather, just wait 15 minutes.” certainly can apply to weather in Michigan. We 
know that especially in September, and sometimes even in October, we can have excessive temperatures and 
humidity. With the requirements of masks for our students, we need to be mindful of the extreme temperatures that 
some of our classrooms could reach in the afternoon since we do not have air conditioning in all of our classrooms. 

Hudsonville Public Schools have the same situation. HPS will monitor the forecast when there is a prediction of 
extreme temperature and humidity and make the determination whether to have a half-day of school. IF HPS has a 
half-day of school, Hudsonville Christian will as well due to busing transportation. HCS parents will be notified via 

https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/news/
https://hv-mi.client.renweb.com/pw/
https://hv-mi.client.renweb.com/pw/


email and text if we will have a half-day; dismissal on these days will be at 11:10 a.m. We pray that this will not be 
needed but need to have a plan in place in the event that it does. We apologize for this inconvenience.  

School Pictures 
Elementary school pictures will be taken on September 23 & 24. Middle School students will have their pictures 
taken on September 25.  Additional information on pictures will be coming home with students soon. 
 
Student Picture Use 
From time to time we use pictures of our students on our website and in promotional publications  We do not 
publish names without specific permission.  If you have any objection to having your child’s image (picture only — 
no name) used for any of our promotions or on our website, we will cooperate with your request.  Please call the 
office to let us know.   

Faith Campaign 
Our 2020 Faith Campaign will kick off on September 15. The goal of the Faith Campaign is to provide for excellent 
facilities, upkeep, and maintenance here at school, and also to help keep tuition affordable (sliding scale) and for 
tuition assistance needs that have risen.  You will be receiving an informational postcard in the mail soon followed 
by a phone or mail contact at which time you can make your pledge.  Please give this important campaign your 
prayerful consideration.  Thank you! 

15th Annual Sporting Clay Shoot - September 26 
Come out and support the Hudsonville Christian School Tuition Assistance Fund. Last year we raised over $20,000 
in this fun event. It doesn’t matter if you’re a novice or an expert shooter, this promises to be a fun event with 
something for everyone. Enjoy multiple generations of families shooting together. 

● The event is scheduled for Saturday, September 26  - registration at 8:30 AM, 8:50 safety mtg., 9:00 AM sharp 
start. 

● Individual shooters - or bring a group of family & friends, everyone is welcome. 
● Ticket cost is $75 for each adult shooter. This includes lunch, one door prize ticket and a t-shirt. 
● Junior rate will be $50 for shooters under 18 years old, when accompanied by an adult shooter, and also include 

lunch, door prize ticket, and a t-shirt. 
● Gun Prizes, give-a-ways and door prizes. 
● Silent Auctions, a wobble trap shoot for a chance to win a gun, as well as on course gun raffles with tickets 

based on how you shoot! Bring extra money to participate and help support HCS. 
● Sponsors are needed; a $250 donation gets your business name on the back of the T-shirt; $600 gets your 

business name on a shooting station, on the T-shirt back, and you also get two free shooters to come to the 
event. 

● Blendon Pines is located at 8455 88th Ave. in Borculo (between Polk & Taylor; ph: 616 875 7000) (shells 
available for purchase) 

For registration forms or additional information, email Tim Hoezee: hoezeet@gmail.com 

Paper Gators 
Please remember to “feed” the Paper Gators at BOTH the elementary & middle school buildings!  We appreciate 
your support in this fundraising and stewardship.  It is also VERY important that cardboard is NOT put into the 
Paper Gator bins. If you place cardboard in the Paper Gator, HCS does not get the funds from the entire container 
for that pickup. 

!  
Protocol Update (OCDPH - Change effective 8/31/2020) 

A family member waiting for COVID-19 test results:  
"Close contacts do not need to be excluded from school while the symptomatic person is waiting for test results, 
but should self-monitor for symptoms. IF a close contact develops symptoms, they should call their medical 
provider and/or be tested for COVID-19."  

I 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__maps.google.com_-3Fq-3D8455-2B88th-2BAve-26entry-3Dgmail-26source-3Dg&d=DwMFaQ&c=oBIBfyrVf5fVcKOfTTdY_d7WoqYVCfQW6jezwvkj5jg&r=JF_MvhlatzzvDweAnnnvZcFtI5TYt32uat41wZTxPxE&m=ICvtwyRIcyrAzIe2s2_45Lc4gyv-PfWNXf5MB5biSpE&s=bpCuoBkhWGNlW8mZMW0Cb-5fPJ6IufIylnrso9Z9aRU&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__maps.google.com_-3Fq-3D8455-2B88th-2BAve-26entry-3Dgmail-26source-3Dg&d=DwMFaQ&c=oBIBfyrVf5fVcKOfTTdY_d7WoqYVCfQW6jezwvkj5jg&r=JF_MvhlatzzvDweAnnnvZcFtI5TYt32uat41wZTxPxE&m=ICvtwyRIcyrAzIe2s2_45Lc4gyv-PfWNXf5MB5biSpE&s=bpCuoBkhWGNlW8mZMW0Cb-5fPJ6IufIylnrso9Z9aRU&e=
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/2020-Clay-Shoot.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/support/sporting-clay-shoot/
mailto:hoezeet@gmail.com


nformation Update 

Thank you for the amazing start to the 2020 - 2021 school year! The first week was full of examples of God-stories. 
The excitement of students, teachers, and parents was clearly evident and affirmed the overwhelming desire of our 
community  to be back in school. God's mission is alive and well at HCS and our partnership with you in that 
mission is an awesome thing to celebrate!  

In continuing partnership and transparency, I know there are parents who are concerned about what happens 
when a positive case of COVID-19 happens at school. Realistically, we know it is not a matter of 'if', but a matter of 
'when' this will happen. As per guidance, we will notify local health officials upon notification of any positive cases.  

In our efforts to be transparent and partner with you, while balancing the respect of privacy and safety, a weekly 
update will be located on our school website (Our School link - Preparedness Plan) our families and staff to access 
at their convenience. This update, generally provided at the end of the week, will indicate the following information: 

● The number of confirmed COVID-19 positive cases --- Individuals who tested positive and are in isolation. 
● The number of students who are in quarantine because of COVID-19 --- Individuals who have been in close contact 

and/or exposed to a family member or classmate who has tested positive. 
● The number of staff members who are in isolation or quarantine due to COVID-19 

It is important for you to know that if your child is impacted by a situation at school that requires a quarantine due 
to exposure from being in attendance at school or school-related activities, I will personally contact you. This 
contact will be a telephone call, followed up with a letter from the Health Department and school. If you are not 
contacted, you do not need to quarantine. 

Students who need to be isolated or quarantined will continue to receive instruction by the additional staff hired for 
these short periods of remote learning in cooperation with their classroom teacher. To the degree possible, 
teachers who are quarantined will continue to provide instruction via Zoom or Google Classroom from home, with 
the assistance of a substitute teacher in the classroom. 

We continue to work closely with the Ottawa County Department of Public Health in implementing the best health/
safety practices in alignment with the CDC. If you are contacted by the Health Department, regarding a quarantine 
due to an exposure that you were not made aware of from school, we ask that you please contact the school office 
and inform them of this so that we can continue to monitor our data closely.   

We value and appreciate your partnership in all areas of your children's education. Please remember that our 
doors are always open for communication and concerns about how God's mission for His children is being carried 
out at HCS. 

If you have any questions, please connect with Mary Broene via email (mbroene@4hcs.org), text (616.550.6607), 
or phone call (616.550.6607). 

!  

Early Childhood Forms  
Just a reminder to bring in your forms for preschool - the green health form, student information form, MI 
Information Sheet, Handbook form, contract and a birth certificate on or before visit day. 

Visiting Days  
3 School/4 School/ NB 4 School Visiting Days will be on September 9 & 10. Regular classes will begin on 
September 14. Please refer to the email sent to you from your child’s teacher for sign up times. 

Early Childhood Program Parking  
Our Early Childhood Program drop off and pick up areas are the Early Childhood Parking Lot, the Parent Loop and 
the Oak Street doors. In order to help with parking congestion during drop off and pick up times, please follow 
these parking assignments: 
  
● 3 School	

Ruth Holtrop: West Oak Street doors	



■ Drop off:  8:15-8:20am	
■ Pick up:  10:45-10:50am	

Crystal Van Dyken AM and Cassie Wielard: East Oak Street doors	
■ Drop off:  8:15-8:20am	
■ Pick up:  10:45-10:50am	
Crystal Van Dyken PM:  East Oak Street doors	
■ Drop off:  12:00-12:30pm 
■ Pick up:  2:30-2:35pm 

  
● 4 School	

Julie Cole MWF AM:  Parent Loop doors by the kitchen	
■ Drop off:  8:15-8:20am	
■ Pick up:  11:00-11:05am	

Julie Cole’s MWF PM:  Early Childhood Office Doors	
■ Drop off:  12:00-12:05pm	
■ Pick up:  2:30-2:35pm	

Stephanie VanDrunen M/W and T/Th/F:  Parent Loop doors by the kitchen	
■ Drop off:  8:15-8:20am	
■ Pick up:  11:00-11:05am	

Kelly Leatherman T/Th:  Parent Loop by the Kitchen Doors	
■ Drop off:  8:15-8:20am	
■ Pick up:  11:00-11:05am	

  
● Nature-Based 4 School	

Holli Langerak AM and PM	
■ Drop off:  8:15-8:20am Nature-Based classroom	
■ Pick up:  11:00am-11:05am Early Childhood Office	

Missy VanBennekom 	
■ Drop off:  8:15-8:20am Early Childhood Office	
■ Pick up:  11:00-11:05am Nature-Based classroom	

! 	

Number/Day Schedule   

Hot Lunch 
The September menu and other information on the Elementary Hot Lunch program provided by JenHud Food 
Service can be found on the JenHud Food Service website.  

On Monday August 31, the USDA announced that they would be extending the Summer Food Service Program’s 
free meals for all students at all schools through December 31, or until funding runs out.   

● The program is called the Extended Summer Food Service Program (SFSP). It is authorized to run until 
December 31, 2020 OR until the USDA tells us to stop.	

● Extended SFSP is a continuation of the operating rules in place during the spring/summer closure from 
March-August.	

● All meals would be served at NO COST to children 18 and under.	
● All meals will be free retroactively to the first day of school.  	
● A la carte purchases (milk only, secondary combos, 2nd entrees, etc) are NOT FREE.  They will be 

charged as usual. 	
● The USDA could decide at any point to end the program if funding runs out.  It is scheduled to end on 

December 31.  When that happens, we revert back to charging for meals. 	

Sept. 8 - #4 Sept 9. - #1 Sept. 10 -  #2 Sept. 11 -  #3 Sept. 14 - #4 Sept. 15 - #1

https://www.jenhudfood.org/images/Menus/Elementary/August_September_2020_Elementary_Menu.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/


Drop Off and Pick Up 
Thank you so much for your cooperation in making our drop off and pick up times as smooth as possible this year! 
Things have been going very well!  

Here are just a few reminders: 

● Please wait to drop off your child(ren) until 7:30 AM or later. This helps us ensure that our staff is present 
and our playground is supervised. 	

● If you are out of your car at drop off or pick up for any amount of time, please wear a face-covering.	
● If you choose to park in a spot in the afternoon, your child(ren) MUST wait on the sidewalk of the parent 

loop and wait for you to come get them. Students should not walk through the parking lot 
unaccompanied by an adult.	

!  

Student Appointments And Upcoming Student Testing 
Please avoid scheduling appointments for your child during class time as they miss important instruction. This is 
particularly challenging when they are absent from Core 2 classes since those classes only meet 2 days a week.  
Also, avoid appointments during the following upcoming testing times: Delta Math tests the week of September 8 - 
September 11 and MAP testing from September 14 - October 2. 

PE Shirt  
Order forms for all students needing a new or replacement PE shirt(s) for the school year MUST be returned to the 
middle school office by Thursday, September 10!  Order forms were sent home by email on August 24, 2020 and 
extra forms are available in the middle school office.  We need to tally our orders to get the shirts ordered and 
ready for student use when needed.  The cost for PE shirts will remain at $6.00 each for this school year.   Please 
be sure to return your order form and payment to school soon!  Thank you for your cooperation. 

CALCULATORS  
All middle school students are required to have the Texas Instruments TI-30X IIS calculator by September 8 for use 
at school in their math classroom.  We currently DO NOT have any of these calculators available for sale in the 
school office. You should find and purchase this calculator at area retailers for sale now at great school supply 
prices. 

Hot Lunch  
Hot Lunch will begin at the middle school on Wednesday, September. 30  More information on the menu selections 
and prices will be printed when available.  Until then - remember your middle school student will NEED to pack a 
lunch on Wednesdays! 

As a reminder on how the hot lunch procedure works at the middle school and information for those new to hot 
lunch at the middle school:  The menu item and price for the hot lunch item for each Wednesday is printed in the 
Home Communicator on Tuesday.  Students DO NOT pre-order hot lunch; they must take along money each 
Wednesday to cover the cost of the hot lunch item(s) they plan to purchase and eat.  A copy of the hot lunch menu 
rotation schedule for the 2020/2021 school year will be emailed home to all middle school parents and a paper 
copy will be given to all middle school students as soon as the committee has finalized all the food vendors and 
prices for the year.  

MIDDLE SCHOOL TRAFFIC PATTERN 
Please refer to this very important information in the Hudsonville Christian School Parent Handbook. Your 
cooperation with this traffic pattern IS SO VERY IMPORTANT for the safety of our students, staff and parents. 
 Thank you in advance for your support of these school rules. 

• NO VEHICLES – except busses – are to use the circle drive in front of school from 7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m. 
and from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. on school days.	

• The student loading area for those students being dropped off and/or picked up by vehicles other than 
busses is on the east side of the middle school building.	



• All other traffic will enter and exit at the east driveway on Van Buren Street.  This drive will be two-way. 
When dropping off or picking up students, please pull as far forward as possible to the corner/south 
end of the sidewalk along the parking lot. This helps keep the traffic flow moving.  DO NOT STOP TO 
DROP STUDENTS AT THE CURVE BY THE COVERED ENTRANCE!	

• Parents may NOT drop their children off on the south side of Van Buren in front of school.  It is very 
dangerous for students to cross the road; we have had many near accidents in the recent past.  	

• Also, remind teens driving their younger siblings to the middle school to drive SLOWLY in the 
parking lot and obey the traffic rules. 	

!  

September 9-10    	 Preschool Visiting Days (3S/4S/NB4S)

September 14-18	 Preschool Begins

September 18  	 Early Release 
September 23,24 	 School Pictures - Elem
September 25     	 School Pictures - Middle
September 26    	 Sporting Clay Shoot @ Blendon Pines 

October 6    	 5th Girls Sex Ed. Night

October 6 & 8	 6th grade Dunes Trip

October 21    	 MS Fall Fitness Feat
October 22-23    	 CEA Convention  (No school for students)

!  
  
! Clay Shoot Registration Form	
! Kids’ Corner Handbook 
! Preschool (3School/4School/NB 4School) Handbook 
! Middle School Handbook 
! HCS Parent Handbook

https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/2020-Clay-Shoot.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Kids-Corner-Parent-handbook-2020-2021.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2020-21-Preschool-Handbook_8_17_20.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2020_2021-Student_Parent-Handbook.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/HCS-Parent-Handbook-20-21-NO-maps.pdf

