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September 15, 2020 

What a blessing it is to be able to be a part of everything that goes on at Hudsonville Christian.  As a former 
student, 6th grade teacher, curriculum director, and now Middle School Principal, as well as a parent here at HCS,  
I am reminded every day of how blessed we are to come to a place where we continue to strive to live out our 
theme this year of working together as One Body in Christ.   

Starting the school year comes with a lot of moving parts: organizing schedules and classes, preparing teachers 
and classrooms, answering questions, cleaning the school and much more.  It is busy, but I don’t tell you this to 
highlight the busyness, I tell you this to show one example of how our school exemplifies our theme for this year.  
You see,  I alone do not, and cannot do all of these things.  We are blessed with office staff who create, organize,  
sort, check and double check everything that comes through the office.  We have teachers who understand the ins 
and outs of scheduling and who spend time preparing lessons and plans for a successful start to the school year.  
A janitorial staff that works countless hours to clean, fix, and build things for the year.  Parents and Board members 
who blow up balloons, make signs, pray, and cheer students and staff on during these first weeks.  Donors who 
selflessly give of time and money to support these efforts year in and out.  To me this is the Body of Christ.  We all 
have our gifts and when we work together in the unity of one mission, to provide the best education possible for 
our kids rooted in Christ, we are showing the world who Christ is.   

I want to thank each of you for the many hours you put into this school year in whatever role it is that you step into, 
and I look forward to seeing this community continue to carry out our theme and mission at HCS through this year 
as we all work in unity as the Body of Christ!   

In Christ,  

!  
Justin Knot 
Middle School Principal 

!  

Early Release - September 18 
This Friday, September 18 will be our first early release day with a dismissal time of 11:10 a.m. During the 
afternoon our staff will be engaged in valuable professional development. Hudsonville Public buses will be running 
at dismissal but students riding Unity buses will need to arrange for transportation home.  

School Pictures  
School pictures will be taken on September 23, 24 & 25. An order form will be coming home with students this 
week. Please be sure to return the envelope - even if you don’t plan to purchase any photos. The schedule for 
pictures is as follows: 

• Wednesday, September 23- M/W 3 School,  M/W 4 School,  Nature Based 4 School, M/W/F Y5s, Grade 3, 
Grade 4, Grade 5. 

• Thursday, September 24- T/Th 3 School, T/Th(F) 4 School, Nature Based 4 School, T/TH/F Y5s, 
Kindergarten, Grade 1, Grade 2.  

• Friday September 25- Grade 6, Grade 7, Grade 8  



Grade Posting and Report Cards 
Grades and report cards will again be posted on the RenWeb program for all students in Y5-Grade 8.  Students in 
these grades will not be receiving paper report cards.  Parents can log in periodically to check on their child’s 
progress (RenWeb) and also homework (middle school only; on HCS website).  If you have forgotten your 
username OR if you need to obtain a user name and instructions, please contact Steve Schnyders at the 
elementary at sschnyders@4hcs.org or Terry Steenstra at the middle school at tsteenstra@4hcs.org.  Grades will 
be visible as soon as teachers enter them into their grade books, therefore, postings are available any time for 
parents to check.  Official report card dates are November 6, January 22, March 26, and June 11 (only January 
and June for Y5’s and K).	

Faith Campaign 
Our 2020 Faith Campaign is underway!. The goal of the Faith Campaign is to provide for excellent facilities, 
upkeep, and maintenance here at school, and also to help keep tuition affordable (sliding scale) and for tuition 
assistance needs that have risen. Please give this important campaign your prayerful consideration.  Thank you! 

Can Returns 
Thank you once again to all those that have donated cans over the last couple of months.  So far we have raised 
over $5,000!!!!!   We have been working very hard to return all these cans but could really use your help emptying 
the last trailer. There is less than half to go and we would love to get that done by the end of September if not 
sooner.  We can make appointments for a 2-hour time slot at the two Hudsonville Family Fares if a group of people 
would like to do it together, or if you are able to grab a couple of bags after you drop your kids off at school that 
would be much appreciated.  We are asking if you could please turn in the slips for cash and then bring the cash to 
the school office.  If you have any questions, contact the Walkathon Committee at walkathon@4hcs.org. 

2020-2021 Theme Shirts 
We have a limited number of HCS Theme shirts (youth and adult sizes) that are available for purchase!   Fill out 
this form and send payment of $5 each to the elementary office.  Once we have received payment we will send 
shirts home with your child or you can pick them up in the administrative office lobby.  
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9/8/2020 - Information Update 
In continuing partnership and transparency, I know there are parents who are concerned about what happens 
when a positive case of COVID-19 happens at school. Realistically, we know it is not a matter of 'if', but a matter of 
'when' this will happen. As per guidance, we will notify local health officials upon notification of any positive cases.  

In our efforts to be transparent and partner with you, while balancing the respect of privacy and safety, a weekly 
update will be located on our school website (Our School - Preparedness Plan) for our families and staff to access 
at their convenience. This update, generally provided at the end of the week, will indicate the following information: 

● The number of confirmed COVID-19 positive cases --- Individuals who tested positive and are in isolation. 
● The number of students who are in quarantine because of COVID-19 --- Individuals who have been in close contact 

and/or exposed to a family member or classmate who has tested positive. 
● The number of staff members who are in isolation or quarantine due to COVID-19 

It is important for you to know that if your child is impacted by a situation at school that requires a quarantine due 
to exposure from being in attendance at school or school-related activities, I will personally contact you. This 
contact will be a telephone call, followed up with a letter from the Health Department and school. If you are not 
contacted, you do not need to quarantine. 

Students who need to be isolated or quarantined will continue to receive instruction by the additional staff hired for 
these short periods of remote learning in cooperation with their classroom teacher. To the degree possible, 
teachers who are quarantined will continue to provide instruction via Zoom or Google Classroom from home, with 
the assistance of a substitute teacher in the classroom. 

We continue to work closely with the Ottawa County Department of Public Health in implementing the best health/
safety practices in alignment with the CDC. If you are contacted by the Health Department, regarding a quarantine 
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due to an exposure that you were not made aware of from school, we ask that you please contact the school office 
and inform them of this so that we can continue to monitor our data closely.   

If you have any questions, please connect with Mary Broene via email (mbroene@4hcs.org), text (616.550.6607), 
or phone call (616.550.6607). 
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Subs for Early Childhood  
We would love to add to our sub list in Early Childhood!  If you are interested in subbing in 3 School, 4 School, or 
Kids’ Corner, please connect with Julie Moes at jmoes@4hcs.org.   

Early Childhood Forms  
Just a reminder to bring in your forms for preschool - the green health form, student information form, MI 
Information Sheet, Handbook form, and a birth certificate. 

Early Childhood Program Parking  
Our Early Childhood Program drop off and pick up areas are the Early Childhood Parking Lot, the Parent Loop and 
the Oak Street doors. In order to help with parking congestion during drop off and pick up times, please follow 
these parking assignments: 
  
● 3 School	

● Ruth Holtrop: West Oak Street doors 
■ Drop off:  8:15-8:20am 
■ Pick up:  10:45-10:50am 

● Crystal Van Dyken AM and Cassie Wielard: East Oak Street doors 
■ Drop off:  8:15-8:20am 
■ Pick up:  10:45-10:50am 

● Crystal Van Dyken PM:  East Oak Street doors 
■ Drop off:  12:00-12:30pm 
■ Pick up:  2:30-2:35pm 

● 4 School	
● Julie Cole MWF AM:  Parent Loop doors by the kitchen 

■ Drop off:  8:15-8:20am 
■ Pick up:  11:00-11:05am 

● Julie Cole’s MWF PM:  Early Childhood Office Doors 
■ Drop off:  12:00-12:05pm 
■ Pick up:  2:30-2:35pm 

● Stephanie VanDrunen M/W and T/Th/F:  Parent Loop doors by the kitchen 
■ Drop off:  8:15-8:20am 
■ Pick up:  11:00-11:05am 

● Kelly Leatherman T/Th:  Parent Loop by the Kitchen Doors 
■ Drop off:  8:15-8:20am 
■ Pick up:  11:00-11:05am 

  
● Nature-Based 4 School	

● Holli Langerak AM and PM 
■ Drop off:  8:15-8:20am Nature-Based classroom 
■ Pick up:  11:00am-11:05am Early Childhood Office 

● Missy VanBennekom  
■ Drop off:  8:15-8:20am Early Childhood Office 
■ Pick up:  11:00-11:05am Nature-Based classroom 
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Chapel 
All elementary students will participate in a livestream chapel from their classrooms each Friday at 10:00. We are 
sorry that parents are unable to attend our chapels at this time and look forward to when that will again be an 
option.  We are still in the process of working out livestream details.  We welcome you to join us for chapel through 
the livestream link or recorded link that will be shared.  

Number/Day Schedule 

Hot Lunch 
The September menu and other information on the Elementary Hot Lunch program provided by JenHud Food 
Service can be found on the JenHud Food Service website.  

Extended Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) 
The Food Service Program’s free meals for all students at all schools has been extended through December 31, or 
until funding runs out.  All meals are served at NO COST; however, milk only will be charged as usual. The USDA 
could decide at any point to end the program if funding runs out.  When that happens, meals will be charged as 
normal.  

Drop Off and Pick Up 
Here are a few reminders for drop off and pick: 

● Please wait to drop off your child(ren) until 7:30 AM or later. This helps us ensure that our staff is present 
and our playground is supervised. 	

● If you are out of your car at drop off or pick up for any amount of time, please wear a face-
covering.	

● If you choose to park in a spot in the afternoon, your child(ren) MUST wait on the sidewalk of the parent 
loop and wait for you to come get them. Students should not walk through the parking lot 
unaccompanied by an adult.	
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Student Appointments and Upcoming Student Testing 
Please avoid scheduling appointments for your child during class time as they miss important instruction. This is 
particularly challenging when they are absent from Core 2 classes since those classes only meet 2 days a week.  
Also, avoid appointments during the following upcoming testing times: MAP testing from September 14 - October 
2. 

Chapel 
Chapel continues at the middle school on Tuesday and Thursday mornings this year; however it is a bit different as 
we meet as “one body” in our homeroom classrooms while viewing a recorded or a live-stream chapel 
presentation.  We are sorry that parents are unable to attend our chapels at this time and look forward to when that 
will again be an option.  In the meantime, we welcome you to join us through the livestream link or recorded link 
that will be shared for these chapels.   
Thursday, September 17: Pastor Mark Kleinheksel, Hager Park Reformed Church 
Tuesday, September 22: Luke Holtrop, HCMS PE teacher and Athletic Director 

Hot Lunch  
Hot Lunch will begin at the middle school on Wednesday, September. 30  More information on the menu selections 
and prices will be printed when available.  Until then - remember your middle school student will NEED to pack a 
lunch on Wednesdays! 

As a reminder on how the hot lunch procedure works at the middle school and information for those new to hot 
lunch at the middle school:  The menu item and price for the hot lunch item for each Wednesday is printed in the 

Sept. 15 - #1 Sept 16. - #2 Sept. 17 -  #3 Sept. 18 -  ER Sept. 21 - #4 Sept. 22 - #1
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Home Communicator on Tuesday.  Students DO NOT pre-order hot lunch; they must take along money each 
Wednesday to cover the cost of the hot lunch item(s) they plan to purchase and eat.  A copy of the hot lunch menu 
rotation schedule for the 2020/2021 school year will be emailed home to all middle school parents and a paper 
copy will be given to all middle school students as soon as the committee has finalized all the food vendors and 
prices for the year.  

School Pictures 
All middle school students will be having school pictures taken next week Friday, September 25 during school 
and beginning at 8:00 a.m.  All students will bring home school picture ordering packets today.  PLEASE be sure 
that if you wish to order pictures, this envelope is completed and your check is enclosed and brought back to 
school on Friday morning, September 25. 

Grade 8 Student Yearbook Photos - Parents received an email copy of a letter from principal Justin Knot with 
information about the process last week, Wednesday, September 9.  A copy of this letter will be attached to the 
picture order envelope coming home with your grade 8 student today.  It is extremely important that you read this 
letter carefully!  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Sue Courson (scourson@4hcs.org), Justin 
Knot (jknot@4hcs.org) or call the middle school office at 669-7487.	
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Flu Clinic  
You are invited to a flu shot clinic at Immanuel CRC on Wednesday, October 7 from 4-7p.  We are able to 
vaccinate ages 4 and up.  Please bring your insurance card. Thank you! 
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September 14-18	 Preschool Begins

September 18  	 Early Release at 11:10 (no PM Unity busing) 
September 23 & 24 	 School Pictures - Elementary 
September 25     	 School Pictures - Middle
September 26    	 Sporting Clay Shoot @ Blendon Pines 

October 6    	 5th Girls Sex Ed. Night

October 6 & 8	 6th grade Dunes Trip

October 21    	 MS Fall Fitness Feat
October 22-23    	 CEA Convention  (No school for students) 
October 30	 End of First 9 Weeks  
November 2-6	 Middle School Spiritual Emphasis Week

November 6	 Report Cards Posted

November 10, 12	 Y5-8th Grade Parent/Teacher Conferences

November 13	 Teacher Day- No school for students

November 25-27 	 Thanksgiving Break - No school for students


!  
  
! Clay Shoot Registration Form	
! Kids’ Corner Handbook 
! Preschool (3School/4School/NB 4School) Handbook 
! Middle School Handbook 
! HCS Parent Handbook
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