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September 29, 2020 

Dear Parents,  

I typically have a positive attitude. I can usually find joy in the small things and my smile shows up pretty easily. But if 
I’m honest, 2020 has been rough. Some days I really have to fight to see the positive and dig deep to find the joy. I 
am guessing the same is true for many of you. My hope is that I can offer you some encouragement today.  

At our staff retreat right before school started, the speaker shared the following verse: 

The Lord your God is with you,  
the Mighty Warrior who saves. 

He will take great delight in you; 
In His love, He will no longer rebuke you,  

But will rejoice over you with singing. 
Zephaniah 3:17 

I had heard this verse before, but for some reason it really resonated with me at the retreat. It made my heart happy. 
I decided to make it my verse for the school year, so now I read it every morning when I see it posted by my desk. I 
especially love the phrase about God taking great delight in His children. Isn’t this a beautiful picture? I imagine God 
smiling down on us, radiating joy from His whole face.  

My focus these days has been on the things that are happening at HCS that are bringing delight to God. Focusing on 
these things brings me joy as well. I think God is delighted to see staff and students reunited, working together again 
in a face-to-face setting. I think God has been delighted by children who are exploring His creation and learning 
about toads and monarch butterflies and praying mantises. I think God has been delighted when older siblings hold 
the hand of a younger brother or sister and help them find their classroom. I think God has been delighted by the 
classroom communities that are coming together, finding creative ways to play and learn together, and making sure 
that no one is left out. I think God has been delighted with the way kids are encouraging each other on the 
playground (and even encouraging their principal when she is playing Lightning for the very first time). I think God 
has been delighted by the staff members and board members who have so freely given of their time to lighten the 
loads of others. I think God is delighted when He sees the same faithful someone coming every day to pick up yet 
another load of returnables from the walkathon trailer behind school. I think God is delighted when he sees our staff 
gathering together to share stories, read from His Word, and pray for each other. And I think God is delighted that our 
mission to challenge students’ minds and lives for Christ has not wavered during this time. 

There are many things in this world that can bring us down, but what a wonderful reminder it is to know that we are 
the children of a mighty God who delights in us and rejoices over us with singing!  

In His service,  

!  

Tricia Kiepert 
Elementary Principal  



! 	
Unity Busing 
There will be no AM or PM Unity busing on Friday, October 2.  If your child(ren) rides a UCHS bus you will need to 
provide your own transportation to and from school this Friday.  

Parent/Teacher Conferences  
Parent/Teacher Conferences are scheduled for November 10 & 12 for students in Young 5s - 8th Grade. This fall 
conferences will be scheduled with homeroom teachers with the option of scheduling one additional conference with 
a specialist/core 2 teacher. You may select a virtual conference or an in person conference. Forms will be sent home 
this week. Please return the sheet to school no later than Friday, October 9.  You will be notified of your conference 
time(s) by mail in three to four weeks. School will be in session regular hours on both conference days.  There will be 
no school for 3 School through 8th Grade on Friday, November 13. Thank you! 	

2020-2021 Yearbook Orders 
Now is the time to order the HCS yearbook for your student!  Orders are taken now for the all-color yearbook that 
students will receive in May 2020.  The cost is $20 per yearbook and you must purchase it online through Herff-
Jones at www.YearbookOrderCenter.com.  You must enter our school order number that is 3469.  Please note that 
you must order online by Friday, October 30.  

TRIP 
Trip On Demand is back on Monday nights from 4:30 - 6:00 PM!  If you’ve placed an online order before 11:59 PM on 
Tuesday, your order will be available to pick up on Monday evening.  Please note these deadline and time changes.  
We look forward to seeing you again on Monday evenings! 

Faith Campaign 
Our 2020 Faith Campaign is underway!. The goal of the Faith Campaign is to provide for excellent facilities, upkeep, 
and maintenance here at school, and also to help keep tuition affordable (sliding scale) and for tuition assistance 
needs that have risen. Please give this important campaign your prayerful consideration. We are happy to provide an 
easy way to give your gift! Click HERE to give your gift securely on our website today. Thank you! 

Can Returns 
We have been working very hard to return all these cans but could really use your help emptying the last trailer.  We 
can make appointments for a 2-hour time slot at the two Hudsonville Family Fares if a group of people would like to 
do it together, or if you are able to grab a couple of bags after you drop your kids off at school that would be much 
appreciated.  We are asking if you could please turn in the slips for cash and then bring the cash to the school office.  
If you have any questions, contact the Walkathon Committee at walkathon@4hcs.org. 

2020-2021 Theme Shirts 
We have a limited number of HCS Theme shirts (youth and adult sizes) that are available for purchase!   Fill out this 
form and send payment of $5 each to the elementary office.  Once we have received payment we will send shirts 
home with your child or you can pick them up in the administrative office.  

!  
Friday, September 25, 2020 -  Governor Whitmer issued three new Executive Orders. One of the orders makes it a 
requirement that - starting October 5 - students K-5 must wear face-coverings in classrooms. Prior orders had 
recommended, but not required, face-coverings in classrooms for K-5 students. Face-coverings have always been 
required for K-5 students in the halls and all common areas. Throughout the pandemic, it has been our position, 
along with the School Board, to honor the decisions made by the governor and we will remain consistent with our 
previous decisions to follow the requirements.  

Our classroom teachers continue to be child-focused and plan for the best interest of the whole child. Teachers will 
schedule in numerous ‘face-covering breaks’ such as drink and snack breaks, regular outside learning times in our 
beautiful nature space, and frequent child check-ins to see how they are doing. Our protocols during recess breaks 

http://www.yearbookordercenter.com/
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/support/faith-campaign/
http://walkathon4hcs.org/
mailto:walkathon@4hcs.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1y23Ywf4xW3AJItw86IYnn5oL_0aNKzQCTWmgb7yDLys/edit


will not change, so students may choose to remove their face-coverings then. Regardless of this change, our 
teachers’ goals for this year remain the same - to bring our children resiliently through another wonderful year at 
HCS knowing Jesus is Lord, the promises in his Word are true, and they are loved by their teachers and classmates.  

!  

Preschool Parent Cider and Donuts: 
We would love to provide an opportunity to connect with other early childhood parents!  Please join us after you drop 
your child off for school on one of the following dates: 

● Wednesday, October 14 at 8:15 a.m. 
● Wednesday, October 14 at 12:00 p.m. 
● Thursday, October 15 at 8:15 a.m. 

We will meet under the pavilion by the Parent Loop off of Oak Street for cider and Post Family Farm donuts.  
Younger siblings are welcome!  	

Illness Protocols: 
Please remember, you know your child best!  It is important to take note if your child has a new/different/worsening 
symptom.  For example, some children can cough all winter, but just take note if this is different than normal or if the 
symptom is worsening.   We also understand that a child may have a runny nose in these next months.   
  
A child may have a fever without having COVID.  If your child has a fever above 100.4, please keep them home.  
Once they have been fever free without medication for 24 hours, they can return to school!   
  
The health department has told us to watch for these COVID-19 symptoms: 
Any ONE of these: (new/different/worsening from baseline of any chronic illness) 

● Cough	
● Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing	
● Loss of taste or loss of smell	

  
OR Any TWO of these: (new/different/worsening from baseline of any chronic illness) 

● Temp. greater than 100.4 or feeling feverish	
● Chills	
● Muscle aches	
● Sore throat	
● Diarrhea, vomiting, abdominal pain	
● Congestion or runny nose	
● Headache	
● Fatigue	

! 	

Chapel 
All elementary students will participate in a livestream chapel from their classrooms each Friday at 10:00. We are 
sorry that parents are unable to attend our chapels at this time and look forward to when that will again be an option.  
We welcome you to join us for chapel through the livestream link or recorded link that will be shared.  

Number/Day Schedule 

Hot Lunch 
The September menu, October menu and  other information on the Elementary Hot Lunch program provided by 
JenHud Food Service can be found on the JenHud Food Service website.  

Sept. 29 - #2 Sept 30. - #3 Oct. 1 -  #4 Oct. 2 -  #1 Oct. 5 - #3 Oct.  - #3

https://www.jenhudfood.org/images/Menus/Elementary/August_September_2020_Elementary_Menu.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/images/Menus/Elementary/October_2020_Elementary_Menu.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/


Extended Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) 
The Food Service Program’s free meals for all students at all schools has been extended through December 31, or 
until funding runs out.  All meals are served at NO COST; however, milk only will be charged as usual. The USDA 
could decide at any point to end the program if funding runs out.  When that happens, meals will be charged as 
normal.  

Elementary Student Drop-off and Pick-up 
The parent parking area and drop off/pick up location is the circle drive off Oak Street between the west and east 
elementary campuses.  
THE LOOP ALONG THE WALKWAY - THIS IS FOR DROP OFF OR PICK UP ONLY  

● Parents may line up around this loop along the walkway to drop off or pick up their students.  
● Please do not park on the curb by the flagpoles 
● Please do not double park in the loop.  

THE PARKING SPOTS IN THE CENTER OF THE LOT - THIS IS IF YOU NEED TO WALK YOUR CHILD TO AN 
ENTRANCE 

● Dropping off - Please walk your student across the parking lot so they are not walking alone in front of other 
traffic. 

● Picking up - Please do not wait by your car and call your child to come to you. Please meet your 
child on the walkway and then walk your student across the parking lot so they are not walking alone in 
front of other traffic. 

5th Grade Girls 
Since our annual 5th Grade Girls’ Sex Ed. Night is not able to happen this year due to gathering restrictions, we are 
making a plan for an alternative presentation. HCS staff members Mrs. Sharon Leerar and Mrs. Christi Tuit will be 
gathering the girls from each 5th grade classroom over the course of two days to share information with them and 
answer any questions they might have. Sharon and Christi will be videotaping the same presentation the girls will 
see at school ahead of time and will send that out to the parents of 5th grade girls before the school presentations 
occur. This will keep you in the loop about what has been discussed and give you some tools to help guide your 
conversations at home. 

5th Grade Band/Orchestra 
On Monday, September 21 Mr. Brian Knot (Band) and Mrs. Sara Jager (Orchestra) presented all of the possible 
instruments to the entire 5th Grade and students had the opportunity to try several instruments. In lieu of in-person 
meetings at school all 5th grade parents should fill out the following form by Wednesday, Sept. 30. This will 
help the directors follow up with more information to come. As with many other things in this school year, Band & 
Orchestra might look a little different due to COVID restrictions placed on schools.  Please contact Mr. Knot 
(bknot@4hcs.org) or Mrs. Jager (sjager@4hcs.org) with any questions. 

5th Grade Orchestra will be starting next Monday, October 5. If you haven't already done so please fill out the google 
form sent to you this past week to help Mrs. Jager know who will be joining the orchestra program. The Orchestra 
Open House will be at Guarneri House on Thursday, October 1st from 4-7pm. This open house will be by 
scheduled appointment to avoid large crowds and waiting periods. The Guarneri House is right next to Century 
Driving School on Balsam Ave. Please call Guarneri House at (616) 451-4950 or email Guaneri House at 
lindareiley5@gmail.com to set up your appointment. The appointments will be about 10 -15 mins. Mrs. Jager will be 
there to meet each family, talk to you about orchestra, answer questions and help you with your rentals. If you do not 
feel comfortable or can’t make the appointment times please contact me at sjager@4hcs.org and we can make 
alternate arrangements. 

Chapel 
Chapel continues at the middle school on Tuesday and Thursday mornings this year; however it is a bit different as 
we meet as “one body” in our homeroom classrooms while viewing a recorded or a live-stream chapel presentation.  
We are sorry that parents are unable to attend our chapels at this time and look forward to when that will again be an 
option.  In the meantime, we welcome you to join us through the livestream link or recorded link that will be shared 
for these chapels on our website..   
• Thursday, October 1: Rashelle Tamminga & Laura DeJong, HCMS Library/Media staff 
• Tuesday, October 6: Pastor Chuck Swanson, HCS Board President 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSekgSt8L9D4IG07por2Mx-UJCc-EzMKZE-izjdjRew7Ud5SiA/viewform


Hot Lunch  
Hot Lunch will begin at the middle school on Wednesday, September. 30  Our menu item is Jet’s Pizza (cheese or 
pepperoni) $2.00 for a square slice, can of pop or Gatorade $.50 each (limit 1), assorted bag chips $.50 each. 

As a reminder on how the hot lunch procedure works at the middle school and information for those new to hot lunch 
at the middle school:  The menu item and price for the hot lunch item for each Wednesday is printed in the Home 
Communicator on Tuesday.  Students DO NOT pre-order hot lunch; they must take along money each Wednesday to 
cover the cost of the hot lunch item(s) they plan to purchase and eat.  A copy of the hot lunch menu rotation schedule 
for the 2020/2021 school year will be emailed home to all middle school parents and a paper copy will be given to all 
middle school students after  the committee has finalized all the food vendors and prices for the year.  

Grade 6 Trips to Saugatuck Dunes 
Our Grade 6 students and staff will be taking their trips to the Saugatuck Dunes next week!  Two homerooms (6A 
Coallier & 6B Huisman) will go on Tuesday, October 6 and two homerooms (6C Sietsema & 6D Schaap) will go on 
Thursday, October 8.  Information from the grade 6 teaching team will be emailed home to parents - so parents, 
please be sure to watch for this information!  It is VERY important that students wear long sleeves and long pants as 
we are aware of ticks, mosquitoes, etc.  Please be in prayer in the upcoming days for safety, good weather and 
important learning about God’s amazing creation. 

School Yearbook Pictures for Grade 8 Students 
Grade 8 Student Yearbook Photos - Parents received an email copy of a letter from principal Justin Knot with 
information about the process thru RenWeb on Wednesday, September 9.  A copy of this letter was also sent home 
with each student.  It is extremely important that you read this letter carefully and abide by the deadline to 
submit a photo (if desired) by Friday, October 30, 2020 at 3:00 p.m.!  If you have any questions, please feel free 
to contact Sue Courson (scourson@4hcs.org), Justin Knot (jknot@4hcs.org) or call the middle school office at 
669-7487. 

Important Note for Middle School Parents 
In a continuing effort to keep our students safe and to monitor visitors in our building during the school day, we ask 
that ALL PARENTS come into the middle school office when bringing items to your student(s) at the middle school 
during the school day.  School staff will deliver the items to student lockers and/or ask students to come to claim their 
items in the office during their lunch break each day.  Thank you for your cooperation and for helping us in this way. 

Grade 7 Orchestra Books 
All parents of Grade 7 orchestra students should have received an email from Mrs. Sara Jager.   Students should be 
turning in $10 payments for the orchestra book received this year for orchestra class.  Thank you.	

!  

Playground Monitors Needed   
Since in-school volunteers have been limited this year, this is a great way to get to know your child’s friends and help 
out the school! Spend a short time on the playground one day each week as students arrive before school. Morning 
volunteers supervise students one day each week from 7:20-7:50 am on the elementary playground and receive 20 
school points. Sign up HERE. Contact pcb@4hcs.org for more information. 
Auction Committee Members Needed 
In a time when COVID has forced us to cancel our fall fundraisers, the 2021 Auction is more important than ever! The 
auction has typically netted over $75,000 for the school and the committee is looking for a few more volunteers to 
help plan and promote planning this fun evening! The 2021 HCS Auction will be held on March 6 and committee 
members earn 25 school points. Contact pcb@4hcs.org for more information.  

mailto:scourson@4hcs.org
mailto:jknot@4hcs.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080c4da9a82fa1fe3-202021


� 	
Flu Clinic  
You are invited to a flu shot clinic at Immanuel CRC on Wednesday, October 7 from 4-7p.  We are able to vaccinate 
ages 4 and up.  Please bring your insurance card. Thank you!	

Zutphen CRC’s Holly Jolly Christmas Market is happening this year!   
This will be the 2nd annual arts and crafts show in the FLC (Family Life Center) on Saturday, December 5 from 9a.m. 
– 3p.m. at 3223 40th Ave. Hudsonville, MI.  We need vendors, crafters and artists! Email 
zutphencraftshow@gmail.com for an application or follow this link. Proceeds from booth fees will benefit our High 
School Youth Mission Trip fund. Please be assured that we will be following all CDC and the Ottawa County Health 
Department guidelines for this event.  

Hillcrest Christian Reformed Church is hosting a GEMS girl’s club!   
All girls grades 2nd-5th are invited to GEMS.  GEMS seeks to equip girls to live radically faithful lives – doing justice, 
loving mercy, and walking humbly with God! This is done through studying God's word, learning about God's world, 
and serving God with our spiritual gifts.  Our season begins October 14!  Please click the registration link for more 
information and to register your girl(s) today at GEMS Registration. 

Hillcrest Christian Reformed Church is hosting Boys for God club!  
All boys grades 1st-5th are invited to Boys for God, an action-packed club designed to equip boys through Bible 
Study, special projects, and service activities to grow and develop a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  Our 
season begins October 14!  Please click the registration link for more information and to register your boy(s) today! 
Boys for God Registration. 

!  

October 6 & 8	 6th grade Dunes Trip

October 14 & 15 Early Childhood Parent Cider and Donuts 
October 21    	 MS Fall Fitness Feat
October 22-23    	 CEA Convention  (No school for students) 
October 30	 End of First 9 Weeks  
November 2-6	 Middle School Spiritual Emphasis Week

November 6	 Report Cards Posted

November 10, 12	 Y5-8th Grade Parent/Teacher Conferences

November 13	 Teacher Day- No school for students

November 25-27 	 Thanksgiving Break - No school for students


!  

! Kids’ Corner Handbook 
! Preschool (3School/4School/NB 4School) Handbook 
! Middle School Handbook 
! HCS Parent Handbook 
! Elementary Hot Lunch - JenHud Food Service  
! Parents’ Club Volunteer Opportunities 
! Faith Campaign  
! HCS Theme T-Shirt Order 
! 5th Grade Band/Orchestra Form - Due September 30 
! Yearbook Order Form - 3469 - Due October 30

https://form.jotform.com/202394775919166
https://forms.gle/8QHGiFuzVSu5NdEG8
https://forms.gle/8QHGiFuzVSu5NdEG8
https://forms.gle/bHoDpSefzoAV5UyF7
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Kids-Corner-Parent-handbook-2020-2021.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2020-21-Preschool-Handbook_8_17_20.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2020_2021-Student_Parent-Handbook.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/HCS-Parent-Handbook-20-21-NO-maps.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080c4da9a82fa1fe3-202021
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/support/faith-campaign/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1y23Ywf4xW3AJItw86IYnn5oL_0aNKzQCTWmgb7yDLys/edit
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