
� 	
October 20, 2020 

Dear Parents,  

It all started with devotions. A classroom full of 5th graders took some time to reflect and discuss the devotional of 
the day, which was based on the Bible story of Adam and Eve. One student raised the following question: “If Jesus 
came to die on the cross to beat sin, why are we still dealing with sin in our world today?” This question sparked 
some deep conversations about faith and Christianity.  

Since many of the questions that arose were difficult to answer, the teacher invited a local pastor to come and talk 
directly with the class and answer the questions they had been pondering. It was a powerful conversation and the 
teacher mentioned he had never seen 5th graders think so deeply.  

These classroom conversations also spurred one 5th grader to connect with her great grandfather--a retired 
pastor. She had the opportunity to ask the questions that were on her mind and her great grandfather was able to 
pass down his wisdom and experience from so many years of following Jesus. There is something so special and 
beautiful about faith in Christ being shared across the generations.  

The Holy Spirit is alive and at work here at Hudsonville Christian! Please continue to pray that God will use 
experiences like this one to raise up students and staff members to build His Kingdom here on earth!   

Blessings,  

!  

Tricia Kiepert 
Elementary Principal 

!  

Updating Important Information in RenWeb 
Parents - it is very important that we have complete and current information in RenWeb. Please be sure to review 
and, if needed, revise the following in your RenWeb account by clicking on the Web Forms tab and updating your 
Family Demographic Form.  

● Emergency contacts and pick-up - Please include ALL those who you would consider an emergency 
contact and also would allow to pick up your child from school or from Hillcrest CRC in case we have to 
evaluate the school building. 

● Notification of school delays, closures, etc. - This year we will use a notification system through RenWeb. 
Please be sure you have included in RenWeb any cell phone numbers that should receive these texts.  

If you need your login information, please email Steve Schnyders at sschnyd@4hcs.org.	
Please complete these updates no later than Friday, October 30. 

No School for CEA Convention 
There will be no school for students on Thursday, October 22 and Friday, October 23 so that our teachers can 
participate in the virtual Christian Educators Association Convention.	
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Limited Busing 
On Monday, October 26 there will be limited busing for HPS routes in the morning and in the afternoon. The 
following buses will run their regular route: 8, 30, 47, 65, 84, 88, and 89. One additional bus (#24) will pick up 
students at Forest Grove Ref. Church, Jamestown Chr. Reformed Church and Riley Street Middle School.  At the 
end of the day the bus will drop off students at those same locations.  If your HPS bus number is not mentioned in 
this limited busing list, you will need to provide your own transportation on that day. 	

Picture Retakes 
Picture retakes will take place at the elementary school on Wednesday, October 28 starting at 8 a.m. Please be 
sure your child has their picture taken by 8:45 as the process goes quickly.  Middle school students who need 
retakes will be transported to the elementary school to get their picture taken. If your child will be getting retakes, 
please return your entire photo packet from the first picture taking time.  If your child will be getting their picture 
taken for the first time, be sure to send in their picture order form with them on this day. 	

Halloween 
The policy on Halloween at HCS is that we do nothing to support it in classroom activities or decorations.  

2020-2021 Yearbook Orders 
Now is the time to order the HCS yearbook for your student!  Orders are taken now for the all-color yearbook that 
students will receive in May 2021.  The cost is $20 per yearbook and you must purchase it online through Herff-
Jones at www.YearbookOrderCenter.com.  You must enter our school order number that is 3469.  Please note that 
you must order online by Friday, October 30.  

Report Cards 
The first nine-week marking period will end on Friday, October 30. Report cards will be posted to RenWeb on 
Friday, November 6 for students in 1st-8th grade. If you are not able to access the report card by computer or must 
have a hard copy, please call the elementary office at 669-6689 or middle school office at 669-7487.  If you 
experience problems or have questions about accessing this information through RenWeb, please contact Steve 
Schnyders at sschyders@4hcs.org (elementary) or Terry Steenstra at tsteenstra@4hcs.org (middle school).  Thank 
you! 

Parent/Teacher Conferences  
Parent/Teacher Conferences are scheduled for November 10 & 12 for students in Young 5s - 8th Grade.  You will 
be notified of your conference time(s) by mail. School will be in session regular hours on both conference days.  
There will be no school for 3 School through 8th Grade on Friday, November 13. Thank you!  

TRIP 
Trip On Demand is back on Monday nights from 4:30 - 6:00 PM!  If you’ve placed an online order before 11:59 PM 
on Tuesday, your order will be available to pick up on Monday evening.  Please note these deadlines and time 
changes.  We look forward to seeing you again on Monday evenings!	

2020 Foundation Dinner  
For over 100 years this community has committed to making quality Christian education affordable. Due to the 
current gathering restrictions we are unable to hold our Annual Foundation Dinner by coming together in the usual 
way. However, It is important now more than ever that we stay committed to making Christian education affordable 
through faithful generosity.  Look for an opportunity to support THE BODY by giving a gift to the HCS Foundation 
soon 

!  
Band, Choir, and Orchestra Update-  Moving forward in the direction for which we have been praying - With the 
new gathering rules in place per the MDHHS emergency order, we will now be able to have these music groups 
rehearse inside! We praise God for this especially as the weather is getting colder.  

Ottawa County has implemented and improved an automated system for case and contact tracing. This digital 
case messaging management system will allow Health Department workers to quickly follow-up regarding cases 
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and contact tracing. Any case 18 - 70 years of age will receive a text message asking them to fill out a confidential 
questionnaire. All others will receive a phone call from the OCDPH. 

!  

Reminder 
Kids’ Corner will be closed on Thursday and Friday, October 22 and 23 for CEA Convention.  KC is closed when 
school is closed.  	

! 	

Number/Day Schedule 

Hot Lunch 
The October menu and  other information on the Elementary Hot Lunch program provided by JenHud Food 
Service can be found on the JenHud Food Service website.  

Extended Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) 
The Food Service Program’s free meals for all students at all schools has been extended through December 31, or 
until funding runs out.  All meals are served at NO COST; however, milk only will be charged as usual. The USDA 
could decide at any point to end the program if funding runs out.  When that happens, meals will be charged as 
normal.  

Lost and Found  
Our elementary lost and found is bursting with discarded items. Please remind your child(ren) to check out these 
items in the main office lobby to see if anything belongs to them.  

!  

Middle School Parking Lot Morning Drop Off 
We have had several recent occurrences of vehicles using our circle drive in front of the middle school to exit the 
parking lot after dropping off students for school in the morning.  WE CANNOT have any cars using the circle drive 
during this morning time as it mixes with the bus traffic.  We understand that exiting the parking lot takes some 
additional time and patience, there are many parents and siblings driving through this area; however, WE MUST 
insist that for safety reasons, NO ONE may turn out of the parking lot lines to use the circle drive.  Thank 
you. 

Chapel 
Chapel continues at the middle school on Tuesday and Thursday mornings this year, and we are excited to have a 
grade level join the speaker in the gym this week! The other grade levels will live stream from their homerooms at 
this time.  We are sorry that parents are unable to attend our chapels at this time and look forward to when that will 
again be an option.  In the meantime, we welcome you to join us through the livestream link or recorded link that 
will be shared for these chapels on our website..   

● Thursday, October 22: NO SCHOOL today due to CEA Convention 
● Tuesday, October 27: Tyler Prough (Grade 8 staff) 

Hot Lunch 
The Hot Lunch menu item at the middle school on Wednesday, October 21 is Chick-Fil -A Chicken Sandwich for 
$3.50 each.  The sandwich will be available with or without the dill pickle slice, can of pop or Gatorade $.50 each 
(limit 1), assorted bag chips $.50 each.  (MENU ALLERGY NOTE:  Please remember that Chick-Fil-A does use 
peanut oil to cook their chicken sandwiches.) 

Oct. 20 - #1 Oct. 21. - #2 Oct. 22 - CEA Oct. 23  - CEA Oct. 26 - #3 Oct. 27 - #4
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School Yearbook Pictures for Grade 8 Students 
Grade 8 Student Yearbook Photos - Parents received an email copy of a letter from principal Justin Knot with 
information about the process thru RenWeb on Wednesday, September 9.  A copy of this letter was also sent home 
with each student.  It is extremely important that you read this letter carefully and abide by the deadline to 
submit a photo (if desired) by Friday, October 30, 2020 at 3:00 p.m.!  If you have any questions, please feel 
free to contact Sue Courson (scourson@4hcs.org), Justin Knot (jknot@4hcs.org) or call the middle school office at 
669-7487. 

Fall Fitness Feat Update 
The middle school annual Fall Fitness Feat has been postponed to be run in spring 2021 for this school year.  We 
are looking forward to getting to celebrate the wonderful creation and spring weather God designs for each of us at 
that time.  In the meantime, during these upcoming cooler and cold months, we encourage your family and your 
students to continue working toward your fitness goals for the spring!  

!  

Playground Monitors Needed    
Since in-school volunteers have been limited this year, this is a great way to get to know your child’s friends and 
help out the school! Spend a short time on the playground one day each week as students arrive before school. 
Morning volunteers supervise students one day each week from 7:20-7:50 am on the elementary playground and 
receive 20 school points. We are especially in need of an additional volunteer on Wednesday morning. Sign up 
HERE. Contact pcb@4hcs.org for more information. 

Auction Committee Members Needed 
In a time when COVID has forced us to cancel our fall fundraisers, the 2021 Auction is more important than ever! 
The auction has typically netted over $75,000 for the school and the committee is looking for a few more 
volunteers to help plan and promote planning this fun evening! The 2021 HCS Auction will be held on March 6 and 
committee members earn 25 school points. Contact pcb@4hcs.org for more information.  

� 	

Unity Christian Girls Swim Clinic for Grades 6-8 
Registration is now open for Unity’s swim clinic for girls in grades 6 – 8.  Due to COVID-19 we are unable to 
participate in any swim meets this year, but still plan to hold a swim clinic where girls will be able to practice and 
improve their swim skills.  The clinic will begin on October 26 and will be held on Mondays and Wednesdays (one 
Tuesday) from 6 - 7 p.m. at Hudsonville High School's old pool.  The cost to participate is $50.  For an information 
sheet and to register click HERE. The information can also be found at unitychristianathletics.org under “Middle 
School Sports” in the “More” tab.  Please feel free to contact the Athletic Office with any questions you may have at 
athletics@unitychristian.org or 669-1820. 

Sader Saturday Basketball Program 
Unity Christian is pleased to offer a Sader Saturday Basketball program for boys in grades 4 - 6.  This program will 
be held on November 14, 21 and December 5, 12, 19.  Each session will teach fundamental basketball skills and 
provide team competition.  Fourth grade boys will meet from 9:00 – 10:00 a.m., and 5th/6th graders will meet from 
10:15 – 11:45 a.m.  The cost to participate is $30 for 4th grade and $40 for 5th/6th grades, and the deadline to 
register is November 6.  Please go to https://unitychristianathletics.org/main/campsclinics/ for more information and 
an on-line registration link.  Information can also be found at www.unitychristianathletics.org under the “Camps & 
Clinics” tab.  

Zutphen CRC’s Holly Jolly Christmas Market is happening this year!   
This will be the 2nd annual arts and crafts show in the FLC (Family Life Center) on Saturday, December 5 from 
9a.m. – 3p.m. at 3223 40th Ave. Hudsonville, MI.  We need vendors, crafters and artists! Email 
zutphencraftshow@gmail.com for an application or follow this link. Proceeds from booth fees will benefit our High 
School Youth Mission Trip fund. Please be assured that we will be following all CDC and the Ottawa County Health 
Department guidelines for this event.  
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!  

October 22-23    	 CEA Convention  (No school for students) 
October 26	 Limited Busing AM & PM 

October 28	 School Picture Retakes

October 30	 End of First 9 Weeks  
November 2-6	 Middle School Spiritual Emphasis Week

November 6	 Report Cards Posted

November 10, 12	 Y5-8th Grade Parent/Teacher Conferences

November 13	 Teacher Day- No school for students

November 25-27 	 Thanksgiving Break - No school for students

December 3, 4 	 Love Bazaar for Y5-5th grade students

December 21	 Christmas Break Begins

January 4	 School Resumes


!  

! Kids’ Corner Handbook 
! Preschool (3School/4School/NB 4School) Handbook 
! Middle School Handbook 
! HCS Parent Handbook 
! Elementary Hot Lunch - JenHud Food Service  
! Parents’ Club Volunteer Opportunities 
! Yearbook Order Form - 3469 - Due October 30 

https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Kids-Corner-Parent-handbook-2020-2021-1.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2020-21-Preschool-Handbook-1.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2020_2021-Student_Parent-Handbook.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/HCS-Parent-Handbook-20-21-NO-maps.pdf
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