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November 24, 2020 

Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.  

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

Dear Parents, 

These verses have had quite an impact on me in the past week. They have shown up in my personal devotions, in 
email communications from others, and most recently in Friday’s elementary chapel led by Mrs. Remy’s 4th 
graders. This phrase sticks out to me: give thanks in all circumstances. Really? ALL circumstances? Even when 
life has been so challenging since March and we have had to bear disappointment after disappointment? Does 
God really expect us to give thanks in all this mess? Readers, I know you’re busy, so I took some time to look up 
this verse about always giving thanks in several different Bible translations. Not a single one of them adds this 
parenthetical “(unless you’re living through 2020)”. God really does command us to give thanks in every situation--
even the tough ones. One thing we can all be thankful for is that we serve a sovereign God, who is at work on 
behalf of His people at all times and through all circumstances (Romans 8:28). That is a comforting promise during 
such troubling times.  

Mrs. Remy’s class challenged us to think of things for which we are thankful. Here is the start to my list: 
● I am thankful for the basic things that so often are taken for granted--shelter, transportation, employment, 

food, family, laughter, and friendships. 
● I am thankful for my life and the opportunity to serve God as a leader at HCS. 
● I am thankful for HCS teachers who have a heart for kids and a desire to teach them about Jesus. 
● I am thankful for the growth I’ve seen in students this year--academically and spiritually--and for their 

excitement about learning and life in general. 
● I am thankful for HCS parents who have found ways to encourage our staff and brighten our days when 

teaching and leading is difficult. 

What are you thankful for as we approach the 2020 Thanksgiving holiday? 

With a thankful heart,  

!  

Tricia Kiepert 
Elementary Principal 



!  

Thanksgiving Break  
There will be no school for 3 School through 8th grade November 25-27. Kids’ Corner and our school offices will 
also be closed.  

We are all eager to be with loved ones and extended family that we may have not seen for some time. Perhaps 
you will be traveling during the Thanksgiving break. We pray that these times of celebration are meaningful and 
memorable. Please be vigilant after the holidays; if your child/children are exhibiting COVID symptoms or you have 
visited a state with high positivity rates or you have been with extended family that you have not seen for a while, it 
would be prudent to keep your children home from school for a few days as they say generally symptoms will 
begin 2-10 days after contact with a person with COVID. 

TRIP 
Trip On Demand is on Monday nights from 4:30 - 6:00 PM.  If you’ve placed an online order before 11:59 PM on 
Tuesday, your order will be available to pick up on Monday evening.  
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11/17/2020 

Holiday Celebrations and Small Gatherings 
The COVID-19 pandemic has been stressful and isolating for many people. Gatherings during the upcoming 
holidays can be an opportunity to reconnect with family and friends. This holiday season, consider how your 
holiday plans can be modified to reduce the spread of COVID-19 to keep your friends, families, and communities 
healthy and safe. Here is guidance from the CDC - Celebrating Thanksgiving and Holiday Celebrations and Small 
Gatherings 

11/3/2020 

Traveling over the holiday seasons 
A number of families have inquired about this. Here is guidance from the CDC, which has been updated recently 
(10/21/2020) due to the rising number of virus cases across the US and abroad. Traveling guidance  - This link 
provides a lot of helpful information. 
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Number/Day Schedule 

Hot Lunch 
The December menu and other information on the Elementary Hot Lunch program provided by JenHud Food 
Service can be found on the JenHud Food Service website.  

Christmas Surprise  
The Love Bazaar Committee has a Top Secret surprise for HCS! Since the original Love Bazaar was postponed 
until next year, our committee thought it was important to still allow the students to celebrate God's amazing Gift by 
kicking off the CHRISTmas Season with a whole lot of JOLLY!! Students and staff are welcome to join in this secret 
celebration by wearing their most festive Christmas colors or sweaters starting Nov. 30.  Get ready for a great 
week! 

Nov. 24 - #3 Nov. 25- 
Thanksgiving 
Break

Nov. 26-   
Thanksgiving 
Break 

Nov. 27 - 
Thanksgiving 
Break 

Nov. 30 - #4 Dec. 1 - #1

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/holidays/thanksgiving.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/holidays/thanksgiving.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/holidays.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/holidays.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/holidays.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/travel-during-covid19.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/travel-during-covid19.html
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/December-2020-Hudsonville-Christian.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/


Lost and Found  
Our elementary lost and found is bursting with discarded items. Please remind your child(ren) to check out these 
items in the main office lobby to see if anything belongs to them. You may also check it out when you are at school. 
Unclaimed items will be donated to Revive over Christmas break.  

 

Kids’ Corner  
Kids’ Corner will be closed Wednesday - Friday, November 25-27 for Thanksgiving break.  

Winter Gear  
Kids’ Corner will go outside every day so please send your children with hats, mittens, boots and snow pants for 
cold or snow.  Please make sure to label all of the winter gear!   
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Chapel 
Chapel continues at the middle school on Tuesday and Thursday mornings! We are sorry that parents are unable 
to attend our chapels at this time and look forward to when that will again be an option.  In the meantime, we 
welcome you to join us through the recorded link that will be shared for these chapels on our website.  

● Thursday, November 26: Thanksgiving Day - NO SCHOOL today. 
● Tuesday, December 1:  A representative of 20 Liters will lead our chapel today. 

Hot Lunch  
There is NO SCHOOL for students on Wednesday, November 25. 

Lost and Found  
Our middle school lost and found is bursting with discarded items. Please remind your child(ren) to check out these 
items in the entrance lobby by the middle school office to see if anything belongs to them. Parents may also stop in 
to check it out if you are near school. Unclaimed items are donated to Revive over Christmas break. 

Thanksgiving Cereal Drive at HCMS 
The middle school students and staff will continue our annual tradition of collecting boxes of breakfast cereal as 
part of our Thanksgiving giving.  This project is sponsored by our Christian Service class students.  The cereal 
boxes collected this year will be donated to two organizations: Harvest Stand Ministries in Zeeland and Eastern 
Avenue Food Pantry in Grand Rapids.  Students may begin bringing boxes of cereal to their homeroom 
classrooms and it will be collected for donation during the week of Thanksgiving. 

Middle School Spelling Bee 
The middle school Spelling Bee is scheduled for Thursday, January 7, 2021. Each grade level can qualify up to 
eight students. Information is available from the 6th, 7th, and 8th grade language arts teachers. If you have any 
questions, contact Rashelle Tamminga at rtamminga@4hcs.org. 

Spirit Day for Benjamin’s Hope  
Each year the middle school community supports an organization as we teach our students to be the hands and 
feet of Christ in many different ways. This year the student leaders choose to support Benjamin’s Hope. Benjamin’s 
Hope seeks to welcome all peoples, all abilities and all stories. We believe all people are beautifully created, and 
all people need hope. Through the Benjamin’s Hope Live, Learn, Play, Worship farmstead community, we pour our 
hearts into ensuring those with intellectual and developmental differences connect to their greater community and 
thrive. 

The middle school students had a chance to learn the story of Benjamin and the mission of Benjamin’s Hope 
during spiritual emphasis week. One way we raise funds as a school is through our spirit days. Our first spirit day is 
today, Nov. 24: Neon Day. All students were encouraged to break out their brightest colors and wear them to 
school today!  

https://www.benjaminshope.net/live
https://www.benjaminshope.net/live
https://www.benjaminshope.net/learn
https://www.benjaminshope.net/learn
https://www.benjaminshope.net/play
https://www.benjaminshope.net/play
https://www.benjaminshope.net/worship
https://www.benjaminshope.net/worship


Middle School Ski-Snowboard Club   
Like many activities this year, the Hudsonville Christian Ski Club will be different than usual.  Due to the continued 
uncertainty, the HCS middle school is not planning any group outings to Bittersweet this year.  However, 
Bittersweet Ski Resort will still be open and we will again be offering passes for purchase for students and the rest 
of the family through Hudsonville Christian. Ski passes cost $22 and provide students/families a discounted rate for 
lift tickets and equipment rental.  The cost of the membership card is fully recouped after two trips to Bittersweet. In 
the unlikely event that some of the restrictions or outlook of the COVID situation change, it is possible that group 
outings could be revisited.  Click these links for the student form and parent form. These forms are also available in 
the Middle School office. Please return the forms and payment (checks made payable to: Hudsonville Christian 
School) to the Middle School office no later than WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2. If you have questions, please 
email Brian Knot (bknot@4hcs.org). 
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Giving Tuesday 
Mark your calendar! December 1 is #GivingTuesday, a global movement of generosity, and we invite you to 
prayerfully consider supporting the technology and field trip experiences at HCS. With all fall Parents' Club 
fundraisers unable to happen, #GivingTuesday is a new and exciting opportunity for our community to show 
support for students. Be sure to check out the HCS Facebook on Tuesday, December 1 for content you can share 
and for ways to donate online.  
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Partner with Love INC!  
Love INC Hudsonville is praying for beef donations! Please consider donating in this tangible way, or reaching out 
to someone who may be able to partner with us. All beef goes directly to Hudsonville, Jenison and Grandville 
families. Tax Receipts available. Contact Lindsey at 616-662-3300x116 or lindseyh@loveinthenameofchrist.org. 

Zutphen CRC’s Holly Jolly Christmas Market is happening this year!   
Join us for our 2nd Annual Zutphen's Holly Jolly Christmas Market! December 5 from 9:00am - 3:00pm at Zutphen 
CRC (3223 40th Ave. Hudsonville) Shop over 50 booths of unique finds for Christmas from local artists and 
crafters!  Enjoy lunch that will be available in a "Grab and Go" style along with raffles and door prizes!  We also will 
have live Christmas trees, wreaths and Christmas planters available.  You don't want to miss this event! Invite your 
friends! This is a fundraiser for our High School Youth Group Mission Trip to Alaska. (Please note we will be 
following COVID -19 safety protocols from the CDC and Ottawa County Health Department for this event.)  ALL 
BOOTHS ARE FULL.  We cannot accept any more vendors, but do have a waiting list. For more information you 
may contact Mandy Ensing at 616-734-5619 or visit our Facebook page  "Zutphen's Holly Jolly Christmas Market".  
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November 25-27 	 Thanksgiving Break - No school for students

December 21	 Christmas Break Begins

January 4	 School Resumes

January 7	 Middle School Spelling Bee

January 15	 Early Release 

January 15	 End of 2nd 9 Weeks

January 21	 Early Childhood Enrollment Begins 

January 22	 Report Cards Posted

January 25-26	 Preschool Parent/Teacher Conferences- No School for 3 School, 4 School, NB 4 School 


https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Bittersweet-Ski-Club-Student-Info-2020-21.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Bittersweet-Ski-Club-Adult-Info-2020-21.pdf
mailto:bknot@4hcs.org
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! Kids’ Corner Handbook 
! Preschool (3School/4School/NB 4School) Handbook 
! Middle School Handbook 
! HCS Parent Handbook 
! Elementary Hot Lunch - JenHud Food Service - December Menu  
! Parents’ Club Volunteer Opportunities 
! HCS Ski Club Student Form 
! HCS Ski Club Parent Form  

https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Kids-Corner-Parent-handbook-2020-2021-1.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2020-21-Preschool-Handbook-1.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2020_2021-Student_Parent-Handbook.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/HCS-Parent-Handbook-20-21-NO-maps.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/December-2020-Hudsonville-Christian.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/December-2020-Hudsonville-Christian.pdf
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080c4da9a82fa1fe3-202021
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Bittersweet-Ski-Club-Student-Info-2020-21.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Bittersweet-Ski-Club-Adult-Info-2020-21.pdf

