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December 1, 2020 

This past week we were able to have some time off of school to celebrate Thanksgiving.  It is very easy to focus on 
how Thanksgiving was different this year, and maybe for some it is hard to think about what they are thankful for in 
the past year.  However, one of the things I am thankful for as the middle school principal is hearing and seeing our 
students cope. They don’t dwell on the difficulties and hardships, but instead continue to cultivate lives for Christ 
and focus on how He is at work.   

One example of this has been provided by our student leaders group at the middle school.  They created the 
concept of a bare trunk and branches for a tree that hangs in our hallway.  The tree has since been slowly filling 
with leaves of the many different things our student body is thankful for.  It is such a blessing to stand in front of 
that tree and take the time to read those leaves; it is a true testimony to Christ at work in our students' lives at 
Hudsonville Christian.  Here are a few examples from what you would see written on the tree: 

- I am so thankful that we are in school! (this was said about 20 times)  
- I am thankful that my mom has good care when fighting her cancer 
- I am thankful for teachers who teach us about Christ every day 
- I am thankful for a loving family 
- I am thankful my parents have good jobs during this year 
- I am thankful for hanging out with my friends 
- I am thankful for God’s protection  
- I am thankful for my health 

I pray this list can be an encouragement to you during this season just as it is for me.  God is good and continues 
to work in the lives of our students and families at Hudsonville Christian and for that we are thankful!  

!  
Justin Knot 
Middle School Principal  

!  

December 11 is NOT an Early Release Day 
Please note - December 11 was once scheduled to be an early release day on the draft calendar, but it no longer 
is. It will be a full day of school with normal dismissal time.  

Christmas Celebration  
The HCS Elementary Christmas Program has helped us celebrate the joy of Christmas for the past several years. 
Unfortunately, we will not be able to hold the Celebration this year due to gathering restrictions. While we are so 
disappointed that we can’t celebrate in person this year, we would like to invite you to fill your homes with the 
sounds of Celebrations past!   

We have compiled all of our previous Christmas Celebrations together in one place on our school website. If you 
don’t have time to watch an entire program, please check out our list of greatest hits. These individual songs could 
be enjoyed while baking Christmas cookies or wrapping presents. We look forward to future Celebrations where 

https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/elementary/christmas-celebrations/
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/elementary/christmas-celebrations/


we can once again be packed shoulder to shoulder with our HCS family as we celebrate the greatest gift of 
all...God’s Son.  

Despite the changes this year, our focus this Christmas is the same as always: celebrating our sovereign God’s gift 
of love to each of us.  

“For to us a child is born, 
    to us a son is given, 

    and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called 

    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” 

Isaiah 9:6 

Christmas Blessings – Share Yours! 
Some of our HCS school families are experiencing struggles due to employment issues, health concerns, etc.  
Please prayerfully consider how your family can bless another HCS family in need this Christmas season.  If you 
know of a family in need, please contact Mary Broene, Tricia Kiepert or Justin Knot.  Gift card donations in any 
amount to Target, Walmart, Speedway, Family Fare, and Meijer can be dropped off in the school offices until 
December 11.  

TRIP Schedule 
● December 1-4: Free shipping on your ship to home orders in the RaiseRight mobile app 
● December 1-11: Surprise mystery bonuses in the RaiseRight mobile app that are good for 24 hours 
● December 7: TRIP 4:30pm - 6:00pm 
● December 14: TRIP 4:30pm - 6:00pm 
● December 14: 6:00pm - deadline to place a paper scheduled order to receive by Christmas 
● December 15: TUESDAY 11:59pm - deadline to place an online order for physical cards and receive by              

Christmas 
● December 21: TRIP 4:30pm - 6:00pm 
● December 28: NO TRIP 
● January 4: TRIP 4:30pm - 6:00pm 

!  

Holiday Celebrations and Small Gatherings 
The COVID-19 pandemic has been stressful and isolating for many people. Gatherings during the upcoming 
holidays can be an opportunity to reconnect with family and friends. This holiday season, consider how your plans 
can be modified to reduce the spread of COVID-19 to keep your friends, families, and communities healthy and 
safe. Here is guidance from the CDC - Holiday Celebrations and Small Gatherings 

Traveling over the Holiday Seasons 
Here is guidance from the CDC due to the rising number of virus cases across the US and abroad. Traveling 
guidance  - This link provides a lot of helpful information. 

 

Winter Gear  
Kids’ Corner will go outside every day so please send your children with hats, mittens, boots and snow pants for 
cold or snow.  Please make sure to label all of the winter gear!   

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/holidays/thanksgiving.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/holidays.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/travel-during-covid19.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/travel-during-covid19.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/travel-during-covid19.html


!  

Chapel 
All elementary students will participate in a livestream chapel from their classrooms each Friday at 10:00. We are 
sorry that parents are unable to attend our chapels at this time and look forward to when that will again be an 
option.  We welcome you to join us for chapel through the livestream link or recorded link that will be shared.  

Number/Day Schedule 

Hot Lunch 
The December menu and other information on the Elementary Hot Lunch program provided by JenHud Food 
Service can be found on the JenHud Food Service website.  

Thanksgiving Food Drive 
Thank you HCS families for all the food and toiletries donated last week! Love INC and Bethany Christian Services 
were amazed and so thankful! Together we collected 8 heaping tables of goods that will help local families!  

Love Bazaar 
We are beyond disappointed to have to cancel this year's Love Bazaar. After receiving direction from the Ottawa 
County Department of Public Health regarding the MDHHS restrictions, we are not able to conduct the event. 
However, we want to say a huge THANK YOU to the Love Bazaar committee for decking the halls of 
school!  Monday morning when students arrived they found CHRISTmas cheer decorated all over HCS!   

We hope the original week of Love Bazaar is still filled with excitement! We also hope this encourages our sweet 
kids that even when things change in a way that we don't like, there is always an opportunity to make it into 
something positive and there is always a way to spread God's love.   

Christmas Collections 
Our elementary students will be taking collections this Christmas season for the following organizations: 
3 School — Refugee Education Center 
4 School —Toys for Tots 
Young 5s/Kindergarten — Safe Families 
First Grade/Second Grade — Hand2Hand Ministries 
Third Grade — Love INC  
Fourth Grade — Baxter Community Center 
Fifth Grade — Kids’ Food Basket 

Lost and Found  
Our elementary lost and found is bursting with discarded items. Please remind your child(ren) to check out these 
items in the main office lobby to see if anything belongs to them. You may also check it out when you are at school. 
Unclaimed items will be donated to Revive over Christmas break.  

!  

Chapel 
Chapel continues at the middle school on Tuesday and Thursday mornings! We are sorry that parents are unable 
to attend our chapels at this time and look forward to when that will again be an option.  In the meantime, we 
welcome you to join us through the recorded link that will be shared for these chapels on our website.  

• Thursday, December 3: Mrs. Lexi Roode’s 7A Homeroom students lead chapel. 
• Tuesday, December 8: Ben VanderKodde, Grace Adventure, leads chapel. 

Dec. 1 - #1 Dec. 2 - #2 Dec. 3 - #3 Dec. 4 - #4 Dec. 7 - #1 Dec. 8 -  #2 

https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/December-2020-Hudsonville-Christian.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/


Hot Lunch  
The Hot Lunch menu item at the middle school on Wednesday, December 2 is Jet's Pizza (cheese or pepperoni) 
for $2.00 per square slice, can of pop or Gatorade $.50 each (limit 1), assorted bag chips $.50 each. 

Lost and Found  
Our middle school lost and found is bursting with discarded items. Please remind your child(ren) to check out these 
items in the entrance lobby by the middle school office to see if anything belongs to them. Parents may also stop in 
to check it out if you are near school. Unclaimed items are donated to Revive during Christmas break. 

Thanksgiving Cereal Drive at HCMS follow-up 
The middle school students and staff continued our annual tradition of collecting boxes of breakfast cereal as part 
of our Thanksgiving chapel period last week Tuesday. This project was sponsored by our Christian Service class 
students.  The cereal boxes collected this year were brought over and donated to two organizations: Harvest Stand 
Ministries in Zeeland and Eastern Avenue Food Pantry in Grand Rapids.  We collected 540 boxes of breakfast 
cereal!  Thanks to all! 

Middle School Spelling Bee 
The middle school Spelling Bee is scheduled for Thursday, January 7, 2021. Each grade level can qualify up to 
eight students. Information is available from the 6th, 7th, and 8th grade language arts teachers. If you have any 
questions, contact Rashelle Tamminga at rtamminga@4hcs.org. 

LAST CHANCE! Middle School Ski-Snowboard Club 
Like many activities this year, the Hudsonville Christian Ski Club will be different than usual.  Due to the continued 
uncertainty, the HCS middle school is not planning any group outings to Bittersweet this year.  However, 
Bittersweet Ski Resort will still be open and we will again be offering passes for purchase for students and the rest 
of the family through Hudsonville Christian. Ski passes cost $22 and provide students/families a discounted rate for 
lift tickets and equipment rental.  The cost of the membership card is fully recouped after two trips to Bittersweet. In 
the unlikely event that some of the restrictions or outlook of the COVID situation change, it is possible that group 
outings could be revisited.  Click these links for the student form and parent form. These forms are also available in 
the Middle School office. Please return the forms and payment (checks made payable to: Hudsonville 
Christian School) to the Middle School office no later than FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4. If you have questions, 
please email Brian Knot (bknot@4hcs.org). 

!  

Giving Tuesday 
Today is #GivingTuesday, a global movement of generosity, and we invite you to prayerfully consider supporting 
the technology and field trip experiences at HCS. With all fall Parents' Club fundraisers unable to happen, 
#GivingTuesday is a new and exciting opportunity for our community to show support for students. Be sure to 
check out the HCS Facebook on Tuesday, December 1 for content you can share and for ways to donate online.  

!  

Zutphen CRC’s Holly Jolly Christmas Market is happening this year!   
Join us for our 2nd Annual Zutphen's Holly Jolly Christmas Market! December 5 from 9:00am - 3:00pm at Zutphen 
CRC (3223 40th Ave. Hudsonville) Shop over 50 booths of unique finds for Christmas from local artists and 
crafters!  Enjoy lunch that will be available in a "Grab and Go" style along with raffles and door prizes!  We also will 
have live Christmas trees, wreaths and Christmas planters available.  You don't want to miss this event! Invite your 
friends! This is a fundraiser for our High School Youth Group Mission Trip to Alaska. (Please note we will be 
following COVID -19 safety protocols from the CDC and Ottawa County Health Department for this event.)  ALL 
BOOTHS ARE FULL.  We cannot accept any more vendors, but do have a waiting list. For more information you 
may contact Mandy Ensing at 616-734-5619 or visit our Facebook page  "Zutphen's Holly Jolly Christmas Market".  

https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Bittersweet-Ski-Club-Student-Info-2020-21.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Bittersweet-Ski-Club-Adult-Info-2020-21.pdf
mailto:bknot@4hcs.org
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/support/giving-tuesday/
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December 21	 Christmas Break Begins

January 4	 School Resumes

January 7	 Middle School Spelling Bee

January 15	 Early Release 

January 15	 End of 2nd 9 Weeks

January 21	 Early Childhood Enrollment Begins 

January 22	 Report Cards Posted

January 25-26	 Preschool Parent/Teacher Conferences- No School for 3 School, 4 School, NB 4 School 


!  

! Kids’ Corner Handbook 
! Preschool (3School/4School/NB 4School) Handbook 
! Middle School Handbook 
! HCS Parent Handbook 
! Elementary Hot Lunch - JenHud Food Service - December Menu  
! Parents’ Club Volunteer Opportunities 
! HCS Ski Club Student Form 
! HCS Ski Club Parent Form  

https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Kids-Corner-Parent-handbook-2020-2021-1.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2020-21-Preschool-Handbook-1.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2020_2021-Student_Parent-Handbook.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/HCS-Parent-Handbook-20-21-NO-maps.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/December-2020-Hudsonville-Christian.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/December-2020-Hudsonville-Christian.pdf
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080c4da9a82fa1fe3-202021
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Bittersweet-Ski-Club-Student-Info-2020-21.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Bittersweet-Ski-Club-Adult-Info-2020-21.pdf

