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January 5, 2021 

Being Resolute 

Greetings and Happy New Year! I hope you had a blessed Christmas. As one year ends and another year begins, 
people often take time to reflect on things that happened in the year past and wonder about what might happen in 
the new year. We know 2020 has been a year of challenges, struggles, and, for some, heartache. That cannot be 
denied. However, as I reflect on 2020, I cannot help but be both humbled and amazed at how much God has 
blessed our school and community. We praise Him for His sovereignty that was evident in so many things this 
school year - the completion of the Strategic Plan which will keep HCS grounded in His Word while advancing the 
mission and vision of challenging minds and lives for Christ; the hiring of a new Superintendent; allowing us to 
remain at school with in-person instruction since September; and, the overall health and well-being for our 
students, staff, and families. God’s love has stood firm and we must proclaim with the Psalmist - “I will sing of the 
Lord’s great love forever; with my mouth, I will make your faithfulness known through all generations. I will declare 
that your love stands firm forever, that you have established your faithfulness in heaven itself.” God can be trusted 
to keep His promise.  

Now we have stepped into a new calendar year, and perhaps, based on our experiences over the past ten 
months, we wonder what 2021 will be like? There have been and will be many predictions about the coming 
months - things will get better...things will not get better...things will start to get back to normal...things will never 
be the same...and so they go. It must get wearying living in this state of ‘wondering’.  How blessed we are that we 
as Christians do not live that way because we believe in a sovereign God.  

So, as we move forward in 2021, my challenge to all of us is this - to be resolute as one body in a spirit of unity to 
grow in faith and come to know Jesus better. In doing so, we will become more capable of maintaining the attitude 
of loving unity throughout the days, weeks, and months to come. Will this be easy? No. Is this what Christ calls us 
to do? Yes. Let’s be resolved as one body in our purpose - to exist to glorify God. Let’s resolve as one body to be 
the salt and the light proclaiming fearlessly, boldly, and courageously the truth - that Jesus Christ is Savior, 
Messiah, and Lord. My hope and prayer for the rest of this school year come from Romans 15 - “May the God 
who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus 
had, so that with one mind and one voice you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Accept 
one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. May the God of hope fill you with 
all joy and peace as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” 

Serving our God who was faithful yesterday, is still faithful today, and will be faithful tomorrow. 
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Mary Broene 
Interim Superintendent 
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Unity Busing 
UCHS will provide AM and PM combined bus routes for K-8th grade on January 4-6. Starting January 7 UCHS 
will return to in person learning and all bus routes will return to normal.  



Early Release Date 
Friday, January 15 is an early release day, with dismissal at 11:10 a.m. Hudsonville Public buses will run as 
normal but students riding Unity buses will need to arrange for transportation home.  For the safety of our 
students, we will not be offering complimentary childcare after dismissal on January 15.   

Parent/Teacher Conferences  
Parent/Teacher Conferences are scheduled for February 16 & 18 for students in Young 5s - 8th grade. Note to 
middle school parents we are unable to have the first come first serve conferences in the gym this year due to 
COVID-19 restrictions.  Forms will be going home with students this week and are due Wednesday, January 20.  
You will be notified of your conference time(s) by mail. School will be in session regular hours on both conference 
days.  There will be no school for 3 School through 8th Grade on Friday, February 19 and Monday February 22. 
Thank you!  

School Closures for Inclement Weather 
In situations of bad weather where school needs to be cancelled, we will contact GRAIL (Grand Rapids Area 
Information Line) to inform them of our closure.  They in turn communicate that information with local TV and radio 
stations for broadcasting.  An email and text regarding school closings or delays will be sent to all parents and will 
also be posted on our school website.  If school is cancelled, all athletic events are cancelled for that day as well.  
Thank you for your cooperation and understanding with these decisions.  There are many factors and geographic 
locations that need to be considered in these difficult decisions.  

School Board  
In this community of ONE BODY, Romans 12:4-5 clearly tells us that GOD calls each of us to very important roles 
based on the gifts and talents HE has blessed us with.  We are in need of those called to uphold the mission and 
vision of HCS in service on the school board.  We ask that you pray over the current and future members as we 
seek GOD's will for HCS.  For more information about serving on the school board contact any of the current 
board members; Dustin Cook, Eric Heyboer, Evamarie Eggebeen, Fig VanderMolen, Jen VanEyk, Joel VanNoord, 
Kris Haartman, Sarah Hoezee. 

Cardboard Recycling Dumpster 
We continue our efforts in stewardship by recycling cardboard. We believe this is the right thing to do to help care 
for God's resources; however, please note that this is not a fundraiser.  We must pay for this recycling service. If 
the dumpster is so full that the lids cannot remain closed, we are charged a significant overage charge. You are 
welcome to continue to bring cardboard to be recycled, however, if the dumpster is full, please do not put your 
cardboard in it. Thank you for your help with this! 
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1/5/2021 - Reminders for Returning to School 
We continue to be so thankful that we have been able to be at school for in-person instruction since September. 
We are also grateful to you for your support of the protocols in place that impact the success of staying in-person. 
It has been a collaborative effort and for that we are deeply appreciative. 

Just a few reminders to review with your children in preparing to come back from Christmas break: 
● Daily screenings - do these each morning checking for symptoms before coming to school.  

○ Any ONE of these: cough, shortness of breath, difficulty breathing, loss of taste or smell 
○ Any TWO of these:  Fever of 100.4 or greater, chills, muscle aches, sore throat, diarrhea, nausea 

or vomiting, congestion or runny nose, headache, fatigue 
● Protocols - Cover your coughs and sneezes; wash your hands often for 20 seconds; don’t frequently 

touch your eyes, nose, and mouth; wear a mask and wear it over both your mouth and your nose (this 
seems to be a particular challenge for some of the middle school students, so a reminder would be 
helpful), and stay home if you are sick. 

● Keep Mary Broene, HCS COVID-19 liaison, in the loop regarding possible close contact, positive test 
results, etc. Also, feel free to connect with her if you have any questions via email (mbroene@4hcs.org), 
text (616.550.6607), or phone call (616.550.6607). 
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Early Childhood Enrollment 
Exploration Night will not be able to be held in person this year, but enrollment for the 2021-2022 school year will 
begin on January 21.  Enrollment forms will be available that morning.  We will form classes on February 8, 2021. 

3 School and 4 School Conferences 
Conferences for 3 School and 4 School will be held the week of January 25.  There will be NO SCHOOL for 3 
School and 4 School on January 25 or 26.  Please watch your email to sign up for a conference time with your 
child's teacher.   

Kids' Corner January 25 and 26 
Kids' Corner will remain open on January 25 and 26.  Please email kidscorner@4hcs.org if your child will need 
care on those days.   

Winter Gear 
Children who attend Kids' Corner will go outside every day.  Please send your child with labeled winter gear to 
keep them warm! 
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Chapel 
All elementary students will participate in a livestream chapel from their classrooms each Friday at 10:00. We are 
sorry that parents are unable to attend our chapels at this time and look forward to when that will again be an 
option.  We welcome you to join us for chapel through the livestream link or recorded link that will be shared.  

Number/Day Schedule 

Hot Lunch 
The January menu and other information on the Elementary Hot Lunch program provided by JenHud Food 
Service can be found on the JenHud Food Service website.  

5th Grade Spelling Bee 
Congratulations to Lauren Prins, Kace VanDyken, Faith Hager, Maddox Brower, Caden Ypma, Claire Witte, 
Makenna Bareman, and Olivia Vredevoogd for being the top 2 spellers in their 5th grade class.  We will be having 
a 5th grade spelling bee on Friday, January 8 at 11:00 in the Media Center.  We will livestream it to the 5th grade 
classrooms and parents.  

Boots and Snow Pants 
Please be reminded of our guidelines for boots and snow pants. Young 5s - 2nd grade students should have snow 
pants and boots at school for when the playground conditions warrant wearing them. If the playground is snowy 
and/or wet these students must wear these items. Students in grades 3 - 5 may use their own discretion regarding 
boots and snow pants, but if they choose to get wet, they will not be permitted to call home for dry clothing. 
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Chapel 
Chapel continues at the middle school on Tuesday and Thursday mornings! We are sorry that parents are unable 
to attend our chapels at this time and look forward to when that will again be an option.  In the meantime, we 
welcome you to join us through the recorded link that will be shared for these chapels on our website.  

● Thursday, January 7: David Miedema (Grade 8) leads chapel 
● Tuesday, January 12: Katie Heerspink (Grade 7) leads chapel 

Jan. 5 - #4 Jan. 6 - #1 Jan. 7 - #2 Jan. 8 - #3 Jan. 11 - #4 Jan. 12 -  #1 

https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/preschool/enrollment/
https://www.jenhudfood.org/images/Menus/Elementary/January_2021_Elementary_Menu.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/


Hot Lunch  
The Hot Lunch menu item at the middle school on Wednesday, January 6 is Chick-fil-A Chicken Sandwich for 
$3.50 each.  The sandwich will be available with a pickle or without a pickle.  (AND, remember this sandwich is 
cooked in peanut oil.)  Students can also purchase a can of pop or Gatorade $.50 each (limit 1), assorted bag 
chips $.50 each. 

Middle School Spelling Bee 
The middle school Spelling Bee is scheduled for Thursday, January 7, 2021.  (Parents of Bee students should 
watch for a link for the Spelling Bee.) Congratulations to the following students who have qualified and will 
compete in the middle school Spelling Bee: 

● Grade 6: Izzy Benton, Jae Casemier, Aidan Dykstra, Aeris Ensing, Alyssa Krol, Allory Netz, Hudson 
VanBennekom, Jayda Velzen 

● Grade 7: Jaxen Brinks, Noah Brinks, Nelson Eggebeen, Joelle Miedema, Alex Scripps, Colton Sytsma 
● Grade 8: Emily Dertien, Bennett Dykstra, Evan Schrier, Jacob Staal 

The first and second place winners of this school bee will go on to compete at the regional Spelling Bee (date 
TBD). 

Grade 7 Winter Camp 
An email was sent home before the break from Mr. Knot and the 7th grade team with the plans for 7th grade 
camp this year.  If you did not get that email please let the office know or if you have questions please don’t 
hesitate to ask.  We are looking forward to this time together as a 7th grade on January 21 and 22!  

Middle School Exploratory week 
This week will be happening January 18-22 this year!  Many of our HCMS staff members will be offering classes 
for the students to further explore God’s world and creation in different ways during this week.  Please know that 
for this week students will have an abbreviated regular class schedule in the mornings and will have their 
exploratory class in the afternoon.  We are looking forward to this week at the middle school!  

Middle School Christmas Giving Projects  
● Grade 6 - The sixth grade Christmas giving project was to raise money for the organization 20 Liters, 

which helps supply clean drinking water to the people of Rwanda.  For $100 a family of five could receive 
a filter that would provide clean drinking water for ten years.  Our grade 6 students raised $2,039.00 for 
this project! 

● Grade 7- The seventh grade Christmas giving project is for Hand2Hand ministries, which helps supply 
breakfasts, lunches, and dinners to area children over the weekends or when school is not in session.  
This seventh grade project is continuing through January 15 and final results will be announced at the 
end of the project. 

● Grade 8 -The eighth grade Christmas giving project was to raise money for the organization 20 Liters, 
which helps supply clean drinking water to the people of Rwanda.  For $100 a family of five could receive 
a filter that would provide clean drinking water for ten years. Our grade 8 students raised $2,953.00 for 
this project! 

Protect Young Eyes 
We encourage you to check out Protect Young Eyes new app to assist parents with digital safety during an ever-
changing world! 
What is Protect? 

! Over 400 mini-lessons for busy families. 
! Quick tips based on 5 years and over 1,000 presentations. 
! Emergency section for tough situations: porn, predators, sexting. 
! Optional faith-based toggle that applies Scripture to digital safety. 
! All lessons also in Spanish. 

Hot Chocolate Sale to Benefit Benjamin's Hope 
On Tuesday, January 12, the student leaders are sponsoring a hot cocoa sale at morning break. A $1 donation 
will get students a mug of hot chocolate. Students are limited to one mug per person. Gluten free, Dairy free and 
peanut/tree nut free will be available. Please contact Christi Tuit with any questions ctuit@4hcs.org. 

https://protectyoungeyes.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e302841fa7468bc03178aa832&id=deb468270c&e=4ecee813bb
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Time to get your Tuition-ectomy for next school year!  
The HCS Auction committee is raffling off a $7,800 credit toward tuition for the 2021-2022 school year. Tickets are 
$25 or 5/$100 if purchased prior to February 26. Fill out the Google Form-  Do you need a Tuition-ectomy?  and 
make sure you complete your payment either at the office or using our Venmo @HCS-Auction. Restrictions apply. 
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Hiring Bus Drivers 
Hudsonville Public School is looking for people who love kids and would like a rewarding job driving school bus. A 
Commercial Driver’s License is required and training will be provided to qualified individuals for this part time 
position. For more information or to apply visit the Transportation Department, 3550 Allen St. or call 
616-669-7757. More information and applications can be found on the district website.  
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January 7	 Middle School Spelling Bee

January 8	 5th Grade Spelling Bee

January 14	 6th Grade Medieval Day

January 15	 Early Release 

January 15	 End of 2nd 9 Weeks

January 18-22	 Middle School Exploratory Week 

January 21	 Early Childhood Enrollment Begins 

January 21 & 22	 7th Grade Winter Camp 	 	 

January 22	 Report Cards Posted

January 25-26	 Preschool Parent/Teacher Conferences- No School for 3 School, 4 School, NB 4 School 
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! Kids’ Corner Handbook 
! Preschool (3School/4School/NB 4School) Handbook 
! Middle School Handbook 
! HCS Parent Handbook 
! Elementary Hot Lunch - JenHud Food Service - January menu 
! Parents’ Club Volunteer Opportunities 

https://forms.gle/pTnoijtfdDUdmEB59
https://www.hudsonvillepublicschools.org
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Kids-Corner-Parent-handbook-2020-2021-1.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2020-21-Preschool-Handbook-1.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2020_2021-Student_Parent-Handbook.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/HCS-Parent-Handbook-20-21-NO-maps.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/
https://www.jenhudfood.org/images/Menus/Elementary/January_2021_Elementary_Menu.pdf
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080c4da9a82fa1fe3-202021

