
 

March 23, 2021 

A few weeks ago, I read a book to the students called A Small Thing...But Big by Tony Johnston. While the book is 
about a little girl who takes small steps of courage to try a daunting task, I mentioned to the kids that so many of 
them do small things every day that might be a big deal for someone else.  

In my mornings in the parent loop, I see lots of examples of little things that make a big difference. Kids hold the 
door open for someone with their arms full of stuff. Older siblings make sure their younger brothers and sisters 
know what they are supposed to do after school. And smiling faces greet me by name and ask how my day is 
going so far.  

After sharing these small things that make a big difference with the staff and students, I asked them to keep an eye 
out for small acts of love and kindness at HCS, write them down, and clip them to the strings on the wall outside 
my office area. Slips of paper have been added each day and I love seeing all the small acts of kindness shared at 
our school. 

Jesus shared the following words with his disciples on the night he was betrayed: 

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this 
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” John 13:34-35 

As we reflect on the incredible sacrifice of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, may we continue to find both big and 
small ways to show the love of Jesus to all those around us. 

In His service,  

 
Tricia Kiepert 
Elementary Principal  

 

Report Cards 
Report cards will be available on RenWeb on Friday, March 26. Paper copies of report cards will be made available 
upon request to families without computer access. 

Spring Break  
If you plan on taking your child out of school early prior to spring break, please make sure that you notify your 
child’s teacher and the school office.  

HCS Walkathon is Coming Soon! 
The HCS Walkathon will be held on Friday, May 7. This is our only student-led fundraiser and we have a goal to 
raise $100,000.  This money helps cover the cost of technology, athletics, field trips, and events. 3 School and 4 
School students will be raising money for the Early Childhood Program.  The last 10 years have been a huge 
success and we are grateful for the support of our sponsors, parents and for the energy and hard work of our 
students.  



Students in preschool - grade 3 will collect straight donations only. Students in grades 4-8 can collect straight 
donations and/or per lap pledges. There will be top boy/ girl lap winners in these grades.  

Later this week you will receive an email with a link and instructions on how to set up your family page on the Just 
Giving site.  (This site supports straight donations only, not per lap pledges) Watch for pledge cards to come home 
and encourage your student to get pledges early! We are so excited to be able to hold this event; however, we are 
unable to have spectators at the track. Thank you for your support! 

Spring and End of the Year Events  
As we enter the final quarter of the school year, planning has begun all the spring and end of the year events. 
Please be assured the leadership team is working with school committees, grade levels, and the directors of the 
music programs to figure out and plan ways for all these events to take place. These experiences might need to be 
organized differently than in the past, but we are excited about the possibility that they will happen. Due to the 
complexity of details for some of these events, decisions need to be made months in advance and unfortunately, 
do not allow for swift changes weeks before the event dates. 

Summer Skills Books 
Prevent the summer slide and give kids more confidence! Summer Skills books are designed to help sharpen their 
knowledge and review what they have learned as they prepare for the next school year.  These grade level books 
include two different series (math and language arts) for students from pre-k through high school. In just a few 20–
30-minute sessions a week, students can reinforce previously learned academic skills without additional screen 
time. Visit their website for more information! https://www.summerskills.com/parent-info/ 

Tuition Assistance – FACTS Program  
Hudsonville Christian will again be participating in FACTS, a grant application program. Families who wish to apply 
for tuition assistance will need to use the FACTS application format online via their confidential website. The $35 
per application fee will be paid by HCS. The FACTS organization will analyze the information of each applicant. 
Through FACTS, HCS has the ability to more evenly distribute available tuition assistance funds based upon 
factual information the families provide in the application. Please note that any additional information provided in 
the Comments section at the end of the application is very helpful when making the decision for distribution. 

Parents who have children in more than one EOCS school need only to fill out the application one time — the 
information will be available to the schools where their children attend. The FACTS online website application is 
available now.  For registration, please go to www.factsmgt.com. When logging in, click the Parent Login and then the 
Payment Plans/Financial Aid tab. Please contact FACTS at 1-866-315-9262 with any questions. The deadline for submitting 
this application is March 31. 

 

Protocol Reminders 
If a member of your immediate family is getting tested for COVID, please keep your children home until test results 
have been determined. Please keep Mary Broene - HCS COVID-19 Liaison - in the loop regarding possible close 
contact, positive test results, etc. Also, feel free to connect with her if you have any questions via email 
(mbroene@4hcs.org), text (616.550.6607), or phone call (616.550.6607). 

Guidelines for Travel - International and Domestic 
Spring Break is almost here! Please read carefully…
The CDC encourages people to not travel this spring break. But if you do, please see below.
Most current International Travel Requirements per the CDC and the HHS (updated March 2) 
If you plan to travel internationally, you will need to get tested no more than 3 days before you travel by air into the 
United States (US) and show your negative result to the airline before you board your flight, or be prepared to 
show documentation of recovery (proof of a recent positive viral test and a letter from your healthcare provider or a 
public health official stating that you were cleared to travel). 
On January 12, 2021, CDC announced an Order requiring all air passengers arriving to the US from a foreign 
country to get tested no more than 3 days before their flight departs and to present the negative result or 
documentation of having recovered from COVID-19 to the airline before boarding the flight. Air passengers will also 
be required to confirm that the information they present is true in the form of attestation. This Order is effective as 
of 12:01am EST (5:01am GMT) on January 26, 2021. 
After You Travel 

https://www.summerskills.com/parent-info/
http://www.factsmgt.com/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/testing-international-air-travelers.html
https://www.cdc.gov/quarantine/fr-proof-negative-test.html


● Get tested 3-5 days after travel AND stay home to self-quarantine for 7 days after travel. 
○ Even if you test negative, stay home to self-quarantine for the full 7 days. 
○ If your test is positive, isolate yourself to protect others from getting infected. 

● If you don’t get tested, it’s safest to stay home to self-quarantine for 10 days after travel. 
● Avoid being around people who are at increased risk for severe illness for 14 days, whether you get tested 

or not. 
Always follow state and local recommendations or requirements related to travel. 

Guidelines for domestic travel - Click on this link for information 

 

Chapel 
All elementary students will participate in a livestream chapel from their classrooms each Friday at 10:00. We 
welcome you to join us for chapel through the livestream link or recorded link that will be shared.  

Number/Day Schedule 

Hot Lunch 
The March Menu and other information on the elementary Hot Lunch program provided by JenHud Food Service 
can be found on the JenHud Food Service website.  

 

Chapel 
Chapel continues at the middle school on Tuesday and Thursday mornings! We are sorry that parents are unable 
to attend our chapels at this time and look forward to when that will again be an option.  In the meantime, we 
welcome you to join us through the recorded link that will be shared for these chapels on our website.  

● Thursday, March 25: Mike Broersma’s 7C homeroom students lead chapel 
● Tuesday, March 30: Lexi Roode, grade 7, leads chapel 

Hot Lunch  
Hot Lunch this Wednesday, March 24 is Pizza Ranch pizza (cheese or bacon) for $2.00 each slice.  Other items 
available:  a can of pop or Gatorade $.50 each (limit 1) and assorted bag chips $.50 each. 

Spelling Bee Update 
Congratulations to Aidan Dykstra who represented HCMS in the Greater Grand Rapids Spelling Bee last week 
Tuesday evening, March 16.  We are very happy that he was able to compete and to represent our school! 

Music Registration forms - Attention Grade 6 & Grade 7 Parents: 
Music Registration forms were sent home with your middle school student the week of March 15.  Please take the 
time to look over and discuss this decision with your child.  Students entering grade 7 and 8 are required to be a 
part of at least one music program and this is a commitment for the entire school year.  If you have any questions, 
please feel free to reach out to msoffice@4hcs.org.  The due date for the return of this form is April 1, 2021.   

End of the third nine-week period 
This week we begin the final nine-week marking period of the 2020-2021 school year.  We encourage you to have 
conversations with your child about going outside for breaks again.  At the middle school, our policy is for students 
to go outside for breaks in the first and fourth marking periods.  Please have your child dress appropriately or bring 
along the appropriate layers for going outside even on the cooler days!  Thank you!  

March 23 - #4  March 24 - #1 March 25 - #2 March 26 - #3 March 29- #4 March 30 - #1 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/testing-air-travel.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/isolation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/travel-planner/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/travel-during-covid19.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.cdc.gov%252Fcoronavirus%252F2019-ncov%252Ftravelers%252Ftravel-in-the-us.htmlC
https://www.jenhudfood.org/images/Menus/Elementary/March_2021_Elementary_Menu.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/
mailto:msoffice@4hcs.org


Grade 8 Parents take note - PSAT Testing Date 
The Grade 8 students will be taking the PSAT test on the morning of Thursday, April 22, 2021.  This test is set up 
by Unity Christian High School and will take place for our students in the West gym at the Oak Street Elementary 
campus.  Busing will be provided to get HCMS students to the West gym.  The PSAT testing provides valuable 
information for our school in the subject areas of English Language Arts and Math, it helps Unity Christian High 
School with future placement and scheduling for students, and it also serves as a very helpful test practice for our 
students.  To have the best outcomes for your child, PLEASE avoid any appointments on this date that would 
interfere with the PSAT testing. 

 

Septemberfest  
The Septemberfest committee is still in need of one more volunteer to be part of our vendor sub- committee. This 
person would team with the other members to place vendors into our show, communicate with vendors, and help 
out during the week of the show. Being part of our committee would fulfill ALL of your volunteer points for the year. 
We are a great team and have a lot of fun together! If interested or want more information please contact Kelsey at 
kelsjean0810@gmail.com. 

 

Unity Christian 6th-8th Grade Bowling  
Unity Christian is offering a Middle School Bowling program for boys and girls in 6th- 8th grade this spring.  The 
program will run from April 12 to April 28, with practices held on Mondays/Wednesdays at Hudsonville Lanes.  The 
cost to participate is $55, and the registration deadline is Friday, March 26.  For a flyer with more information about 
the program, click on this link.  To complete online registration, click on this link.  Bowling information can also be 
found at www.unitychristianathletics.org under “More” and then “MS Sports”. 
  
Unity Christian 7th/8th Grade Tennis  
Unity Christian is offering a Middle School Tennis Team for boys and girls in 7th & 8th grade this spring.  The 
program will run from April 12 to May 18, with practices and home matches being held at Unity’s campus.  The cost 
to participate is $45, and the registration deadline is Wednesday, March 31.  For a flyer with more information 
about the program, click on this link.  To complete online registration, click on this link.  Tennis team information 
can also be found at www.unitychristianathletics.org under “More” and then “MS Sports”. 

Hope College - Awakening 
Parents of 8th graders- Hope College would like to invite you to check out an opportunity for your son or daughter 
this summer called Awakening.  Awakening is an overnight camp (June 13-18) at Hope College for students 
entering grades 9-12 in the Fall of 2021. Awakening builds emerging worship leaders in all worship art forms from 
preaching, to all things musical, visual art, dance and technology. Check out the videos and registration at 
hope.edu/awakening.  Awakening will have an in-person camp this summer. Many students say it was the best 
week of their lives and return each year. 

 

March 26	 Report Cards Posted

April 2	 Good Friday 

April 2-11	 Spring Break (No School for Students)

April 4 	 Easter

April 12	 School Resumes

April 16	 Parents’ Club General Assembly

April 23	 Early Release at 11:10

May 7	 Walkathon

May 7 	 7th Grade Service Project

May 13 	 Ascension Day 

May 21	 Early Release at 11:10

May 24-28	 Last Week of Preschool 

May 31	 Memorial Day

June 1-4	 8th Grade Exams and Faith Journey Projects


mailto:kelsjean0810@gmail.com
https://unitychristianathletics.org/siteRepository/112229/userfiles/MS-Bowling-Info-2020-21.pdf
https://www.cognitoforms.com/UnityChristianHighSchool/_2021MiddleSchoolBowling
http://www.unitychristianathletics.org/
https://unitychristianathletics.org/siteRepository/112229/userfiles/MS-Tennis-Info-Sheet-2021.pdf
https://www.cognitoforms.com/UnityChristianHighSchool/_2021MiddleSchoolTennis
http://www.unitychristianathletics.org/
http://hope.edu/awakening


June 4-10	 Limited Busing AM & PM 

June 7	 8th Grade Class Trip

June 9	 8th Grade Graduation 

June 9	 7th Grade Service Day 

June 10	 Last day of School (full day)

June 11	 Teacher Day; Report Cards Posted 


 

● Kids’ Corner Handbook 
● Preschool (3School/4School/NB 4School) Handbook 
● Middle School Handbook 
● HCS Parent Handbook 
● Elementary Hot Lunch - JenHud Food Service  
● Parents’ Club Volunteer Opportunities 
● 7th Grade (2021-22) Music Program Form - due April 1 
● 8th Grade (2021-22) Music Program Form - due April 1 
● 6th Grade (2021-22) Music Program Form - was due March 12 

https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Kids-Corner-Parent-handbook-2020-2021-1.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2020-21-Preschool-Handbook-1.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2020_2021-Student_Parent-Handbook.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/HCS-Parent-Handbook-20-21-NO-maps.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080c4da9a82fa1fe3-202021
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Gr.-7-Music-option-registration-form-for-21-222.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Gr.-8-Music-option-registration-form-for-21-22-.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Gr.-6-Music-option-registration-form-21-22.pdf

