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March 30, 2021 

This week signifies the start of Spring Break for school where it will hopefully be a time for family, relaxation, fun, 
and maybe a little sun whether you head south or stay in Michigan.  It will also be a time to recharge those 
proverbial batteries for teachers and students after the long winter stretch.  This week is also a week that is 
intended to draw our focus back to our faith as we walk alongside Jesus on His last days on Earth.  This is the 
week He fully pays for all of our sins and washes us white as snow, suffering through torture so unberable and 
unspeakable, all to offer undeserving sinners the gift of salvation. At the culmination of this holy week, Christ 
overcomes the tomb and is risen… He is risen indeed!  
   
Matthew 27:50-54:  And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. At that moment the 
curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook, the rocks split and the tombs broke 
open. The bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life. They came out of the tombs after Jesus’ 
resurrection and went into the holy city and appeared to many people. When the centurion and those with him who 
were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all that had happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, “Surely he 
was the Son of God!” 
  
Matthew 28:1-7-  After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 
went to look at the tomb. There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, 
going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it.  His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were 
white as snow.  The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men. The angel said to 
the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified.  He is not here; he has 
risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen 
from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I have told you.” 

As we go through this week together, my prayer for all of us is that we can be fully in His presence and take the 
time through our rest and relaxation to give thanks for ALL that Christ has done for us!   

In Christ,  

!  
Justin Knot, Middle School Principal  
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Spring Break  
If you plan on taking your child out of school early prior to spring break, please be sure to notify your child’s 
teacher and the school office.   

The administrative office at the elementary building will be open during Spring Break from 9 AM - 3 PM most days.; 
Friday, April 9 - CLOSED. The middle school office will be closed. 



HCS Walkathon is Coming Soon! 
The HCS Walkathon will be held on Friday, May 7. This is our only student-led fundraiser and we have a goal to 
raise $100,000.  This money helps cover the cost of technology, athletics, field trips, and events. 3 School and 4 
School students will be raising money for the Early Childhood Program.  The last 10 years have been a huge 
success and we are grateful for the support of our sponsors, parents and for the energy and hard work of our 
students.  

Students in preschool - grade 3 will collect straight donations only. Students in grades 4-8 can collect straight 
donations and/or per lap pledges. There will be top boy/ girl lap winners in these grades.  

Pledge sheets were sent home last week and you should have received an email with instructions on how to set up 
your family page through this LINK on the Just Giving site.  (This site supports straight donations only, not per lap 
pledges.) Encourage your student to get pledges early! We are so excited to be able to hold this event; however, 
we are unable to have spectators at the track. Thank you for your support! 

Middle School Administrative Assistant 
The middle school will have an opening in the role of Administrative Assistant for this coming year. This position 
would be an hourly position in the MS office on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from approximately 7:20-3:30. 
This person would be the primary source for information and contact from parents or community members, as well 
as assisting in the daily work of the MS teachers, staff, and administration. If you are interested in exploring this 
position further, please connect with Justin Knot before Monday, April 12, 2021. 

Spring and End of the Year Events  
As we enter the final quarter of the school year, planning has begun for all the spring and end of the year events. 
Please be assured the leadership team is working with school committees, grade levels, and the directors of the 
music programs to figure out and plan ways for all these events to take place. These experiences might need to be 
organized differently than in the past, but we are excited about the possibility that they will happen. Due to the 
complexity of details for some of these events, decisions need to be made months in advance and unfortunately, 
do not allow for swift changes weeks before the event dates. 

TRIP 
TRIP Hours: 4:30pm - 6:00pm on Mondays 
Online order (ShopWithScrip.com and RaiseRight app) deadline reminder: orders placed by 11:59pm Tuesday are 
available for pick up the following TRIP Monday. 

There will be NO TRIP on Monday, April 5 due to Spring Break. Online orders placed by 11:59pm Tuesday, 
April 6 will be available for pick up Monday, April 12 starting at 4:30pm. 

Merchant updates: 
Ace Hardware now offers eGift Cards - Min: $5 Max: $250 Increment: $5 
Apple Store/Apple.com 5% Physical gift cards: $15 & $25; eGift cards: $10-$500 - now you can use your Apple Gift 
Card for everything Apple, in-store and online. A new iPhone. Unlimited Apple Arcade games. An Apple TV+ 
subscription. 
Arby’s gift cards are now reloadable 
Budget Car Rental is no longer participating 
Century Driving School is no longer participating  
Choice Hotels gift cards are discontinuing after April 16, 2021 
Dining Concepts are no longer available. Existing certificates can continue to be used at various restaurants in 
Michigan through December 31, 2021 so be sure to redeem your gift certificates as soon as possible. 
Pizza Ranch now offers eGift cards: $20-$100 
The North Face gift cards are discontinued 

New Merchants: 
Eddie Bauer 5% eGift cards: $15-$500 
Five Below 2.5% Physical gift cards: $25 
H&M 8% Physical gift card: $25; eGift card: $25 
Panda Express 8% Physical gift card: $25 
Sonic 8% Physical gift cards: $10 & $25 
Yankee Candle 8% eGift cards: $10-$100 

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/walkathon2021
http://shopwithscrip.com/
http://apple.com/


Tuition Assistance – FACTS Program  
Hudsonville Christian will again be participating in FACTS, a grant application program. Families who wish to apply 
for tuition assistance will need to use the FACTS application format online via their confidential website. The $35 
per application fee will be paid by HCS. The FACTS organization will analyze the information of each applicant. 
Through FACTS, HCS has the ability to more evenly distribute available tuition assistance funds based upon 
factual information the families provide in the application. Please note that any additional information provided in 
the Comments section at the end of the application is very helpful when making the decision for distribution. 

Parents who have children in more than one EOCS school need only to fill out the application one time — the 
information will be available to the schools where their children attend. The FACTS online website application is 
available now.  For registration please go to www.factsmgt.com. When logging in,  click the Parent Login and then the 
Payment Plans/Financial Aid tab. Please contact FACTS at 1-866-315-9262 with any questions. The deadline for submitting 
this application is March 31. 

!  

Update on COVID-19  
The following is included to keep you informed and updated: 
● If anyone in your family is waiting for test results, please keep your school-aged children home until you get 

the test results. 
● The number of positive cases in the state - and also in Ottawa County - are rising fairly rapidly which is a 

concern.  

They attribute this to the following factors: 
● The new B1.1.7 variant is spreading and will soon become the predominant virus and is 50% more infectious 

than the other strains. 
● People are socializing more now that things are opening-up. 
● People are traveling more - It is recommended that people do not travel. If you do, please see the information 

specific to traveling in the 'COVID information section'. 
● People are weary of all things COVID and are exhibiting COVID fatigue. 

We are sharing this as information - not to alarm you. We are also sharing this to ask that you continue to remain 
vigilant with protocols in place to help us remain at school for in-person education. After spring break we are in the 
home stretch! This school year is definitely testing our resolve, patience, and energy. This school year is also 
showing us often and in amazing ways the continued goodness and faithfulness of our sovereign God!!! Let's 
continue to praise Him at all times and through all things! 

Protocol Reminders 
If a member of your immediate family is getting tested for COVID, please keep your children home until test results 
have been determined. Please keep Mary Broene - HCS COVID-19 Liaison - in the loop regarding possible close 
contact, positive test results, etc. Also, feel free to connect with her if you have any questions via email 
(mbroene@4hcs.org), text (616.550.6607), or phone call (616.550.6607). 

Guidelines for Travel - International and Domestic 
Spring Break is almost here! Please read carefully… 
Most current International Travel Requirements per the CDC and the HHS 
If you plan to travel internationally, you will need to get tested no more than 3 days before you travel by air into the 
United States (US) and show your negative result to the airline before you board your flight, or be prepared to 
show documentation of recovery (proof of a recent positive viral test and a letter from your healthcare provider or a 
public health official stating that you were cleared to travel). 
On January 12, 2021, CDC announced an Order requiring all air passengers arriving to the US from a foreign 
country to get tested no more than 3 days before their flight departs and to present the negative result or 
documentation of having recovered from COVID-19 to the airline before boarding the flight. Air passengers will also 
be required to confirm that the information they present is true in the form of an attestation. This Order is effective 
as of 12:01am EST (5:01am GMT) on January 26, 2021. 
After You Travel 
● Get tested 3-5 days after travel AND stay home to self-quarantine for 7 days after travel. 

○ Even if you test negative, stay home to self-quarantine for the full 7 days. 
○ If your test is positive, isolate yourself to protect others from getting infected. 

● If you don’t get tested, it’s safest to stay home to self-quarantine for 10 days after travel. 
● Avoid being around people who are at increased risk for severe illness for 14 days, whether you get tested 

or not. 

http://www.factsmgt.com/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/testing-international-air-travelers.html
https://www.cdc.gov/quarantine/fr-proof-negative-test.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/testing-air-travel.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/isolation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/index.html


Guidelines for domestic travel - Click on this link for information 
Always follow state and local recommendations or requirements related to travel. 
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Chapel 
All elementary students will participate in a livestream chapel from their classrooms each Friday at 10:00. We 
welcome you to join us for chapel through the livestream link or recorded link that will be shared.  

Number/Day Schedule 

Hot Lunch 
The March Menu, April Menu and other information on the elementary Hot Lunch program provided by JenHud 
Food Service can be found on the JenHud Food Service website.  

Lost and Found 
Parents, our elementary lost and found area (located in the main office lobby) is bursting with discarded items 
again. Please stop by to check out these items, or remind your child to check out the clothing and accessories 
hanging there to see if any items belong to them. 

!  

Chapel 
Chapel continues at the middle school on Tuesday and Thursday mornings! We are sorry that parents are unable 
to attend our chapels at this time and look forward to when that will again be an option.  In the meantime, we 
welcome you to join us through the recorded link that will be shared for these chapels on our website.  

● Thursday, April 1: Praise Team Singing Chapel 
● Tuesday, April 13:Singing Chapel with Jess Hollenbach and Jon Huisman 

Hot Lunch  
Hot Lunch this Wednesday, March 31 is Culver’s Chicken Tenders (2pack) for $3.00 each.  Culver’s dipping sauce 
cups are $.25 each.  Other items available:  a can of pop or Gatorade $.50 each (limit 1) and assorted bag chips $.
50 each. 

Middle School Spirit Day 
Wednesday, March 31 is Pajama Day! Get ready to ease into spring break wearing comfy clothes for the day. A $1 
donation to Benjamin's Hope is requested as we have fun together at school. 

Music Registration forms - Attention Grade 6 & Grade 7 Parents: 
Music Registration forms were sent home with your middle school student the week of March 15.  Please take the 
time to look over and discuss this decision with your child.  Students entering grade 7 and 8 are required to be a 
part of at least one music program and this is a commitment for the entire school year.  If you have any questions 
please feel free to reach out to msoffice@4hcs.org.  The due date for the return of this form is THIS WEEK, 
Thursday,  April 1, 2021.   

Grade 8 Parents - PSAT Testing Date 
The Grade 8 students will be taking the PSAT test on the morning of Thursday, April 22, 2021.  This test is set up 
by Unity Christian High School and will take place for our students in the West gym at the Oak Street Elementary 
campus.  Busing will be provided to get HCMS students to the West gym.  The PSAT testing provides valuable 
information for our school in the subject areas of English Language Arts and Math, it helps Unity Christian High 
School with future placement and scheduling for students, and it also serves as a very helpful test practice for our 
students.  To have the best outcomes for your child, PLEASE avoid any appointments on this date that would 
interfere with the PSAT testing. 

March 30 - #1  March 31 - #2 April 1 - #3 April 2-9 
Spring Break 

April 12- #4 April 13 -  #1 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/travel-during-covid19.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.cdc.gov%252Fcoronavirus%252F2019-ncov%252Ftravelers%252Ftravel-in-the-us.htmlC
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/travel-planner/index.html
https://www.jenhudfood.org/images/Menus/Elementary/March_2021_Elementary_Menu.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/images/Menus/Elementary/April_2021_Elementary_Menu.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/
mailto:msoffice@4hcs.org


!  

Scrap Metal Drive - April 30 - May 1 
Hudsonville Christian School and Unity Christian High School will be holding a Scrap Metal Drive on Friday, April 
30 from 12 NOON to 8 PM and Saturday, May 1 from 8 AM - 2 PM at 5790 Balsam Ave (across from Hudsonville 
Lanes).  This scrap metal drive will benefit Christian education at both schools.  They will take tired appliances, 
used batteries, automobiles, any and all metal (steel, aluminum, copper, brass, etc.).  Any questions - please 
contact Alden Jelsema at 616-813-5927 

Unity Summer Sports Camp Registration Date Change 
We are excited to host sports camps at Unity Christian this summer!  We were planning to open our camp 
registration the week after spring break, but we have decided to postpone the start of registration until mid-May.  
We want to have as much clarity with the COVID situation as possible and any further requirements/restrictions 
that might be in place this summer.  We have always had room in our camps and have not turned anyone away, so 
we anticipate that there will be no problem with this later registration date.   Our current summer camp schedule is 
available on our website, and look for further communication in May when the registration opens!  

Unity Christian 7th/8th Grade Tennis  
Unity Christian is offering a Middle School Tennis Team for boys and girls in 7th & 8th grade this spring.  The 
program will run from April 12 to May 18, with practices and home matches being held at Unity’s campus.  The cost 
to participate is $45, and the registration deadline is Wednesday, March 31.  For a flyer with more information 
about the program, click on this link.  To complete online registration click on this link.  Tennis team information can 
also be found at www.unitychristianathletics.org under “More” and then “MS Sports”. 

Hope College - Awakening 
Parents of 8th graders- Hope College would like to invite you to check out an opportunity for your son or daughter 
this summer called Awakening.  Awakening is an overnight camp (June 13-18) at Hope College for students 
entering grades 9-12 in the Fall of 2021. Awakening builds emerging worship leaders in all worship art forms from 
preaching, to all things musical, visual art, dance and technology. Check out the videos and registration at 
hope.edu/awakening.  Awakening will have an in-person camp this summer. Many students say it was the best 
week of their lives and return each year. 

Summer Learning Opportunities 
Looking for some local opportunities to stretch your student's skills and interests over the summer? Check out this 
list of local summer programs! 

Summer Skills Books 
Prevent the summer slide and give kids more confidence! Summer Skills books are designed to help sharpen their 
knowledge and review what they have learned as they prepare for the next school year.  These grade level books 
include two different series (math and language arts) for students from pre-k through high school. In just a few 20–
30-minute sessions a week, students can reinforce previously learned academic skills without additional screen 
time. Visit their website for more information! https://www.summerskills.com/parent-info/. 
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April 2	 Good Friday 

April 2-11	 Spring Break (No School for Students)

April 4 	 Easter

April 12	 School Resumes

April 16	 Parents’ Club General Assembly

April 23	 Early Release at 11:10

May 7	 Walkathon

May 7 	 7th Grade Service Project

May 13 	 Ascension Day 

May 21	 Early Release at 11:10

May 24-28	 Last Week of Preschool 

May 31	 Memorial Day

June 1-4	 8th Grade Exams and Faith Journey Projects


https://unitychristianathletics.org/main/campsclinics/
https://unitychristianathletics.org/siteRepository/112229/userfiles/MS-Tennis-Info-Sheet-2021.pdf
https://www.cognitoforms.com/UnityChristianHighSchool/_2021MiddleSchoolTennis
http://www.unitychristianathletics.org/
http://hope.edu/awakening
https://www.kentisd.org/educators/career-readiness/students/programs/summer-learning-opportunities/
https://www.summerskills.com/parent-info/


June 4-10	 Limited Busing AM & PM 

June 7	 8th Grade Class Trip

June 9	 8th Grade Graduation 

June 9	 7th Grade Service Day 

June 10	 Last day of School (full day)

June 11	 Teacher Day; Report Cards Posted 


!  

! Kids’ Corner Handbook 
! Preschool (3School/4School/NB 4School) Handbook 
! Middle School Handbook 
! HCS Parent Handbook 
! Elementary Hot Lunch - JenHud Food Service  
! Parents’ Club Volunteer Opportunities 
! 7th Grade (2021-22) Music Program Form - due April 1 
! 8th Grade (2021-22) Music Program Form - due April 1 

https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Kids-Corner-Parent-handbook-2020-2021-1.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2020-21-Preschool-Handbook-1.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2020_2021-Student_Parent-Handbook.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/HCS-Parent-Handbook-20-21-NO-maps.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080c4da9a82fa1fe3-202021
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Gr.-7-Music-option-registration-form-for-21-222.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Gr.-8-Music-option-registration-form-for-21-22-.pdf

