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March 9, 2021 

The world feels heavy right now.  Kids in our community have lost their lives too young.  People have lost family 
members or have become diagnosed with cancer.  The worldwide pandemic is still going on a year later, and our 
lives continue to look very different than they used to.  At times, it all feels like too much.  
  
With the weight of the world pressing down, God continues to show me His faithfulness and steady hand.  As I 
walked down the hall the other day, a 4 School class was belting out the song Great Big God.  They sang: 
  

Our God is a great big God 
Our God is a great big God 
Our God is a great big God 

And He holds us in His hand 
  

He's known me and He's loved me 
Since before the world began 
How wonderful to be a part of 

God's amazing plan 

©2001 Vineyard Songs 
CCLI License # 1597619 

  
The kids ended that song with their hands cupped together and singing at the top of their lungs, “And He holds us 
in His Hand!”  What a beautiful truth to be reminded of.  In all the ick, in all the hard, in all the unknowns, God 
remains faithful and we remain in the palm of His almighty Hand.  He knows us, He loves us, and we are part of 
His perfect plan.   
  
God’s Word reminds us in Isaiah 41:10: “So do not fear for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God.  I 
will strengthen you and help you.  I will uphold you with my righteous hand.”  This past year has taught us that we 
don’t always know what tomorrow holds, but we do know that we serve a God that is good and faithful and He will 
never let us go.   
  
Being held in God’s hand, 
  

!  

Julie Moes 
Early Childhood Director 
  
Here is a link to the song our 4 Schoolers were using to worship - Great Big God 
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Auction Update 
The Auction Committee is absolutely amazed at what took place over the weekend! In a year of so many changes 
and unknowns, we really didn't know what to expect way back in November when we started meeting. In fact, our 
first few meetings were held in a barn, because we weren't able to hold meetings at school. In that barn we started 
planning for an in person auction to be held at school, not knowing capacity limits, or even if we would be able to 
gather together like we usually do. By early January, it became clear that we would have to switch gears and start 
planning for a virtual auction. We lowered our expectations for the auction results based on the lingering effects of 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0K3TUFFpmhA


the pandemic on local businesses, and because a virtual auction would be new to everyone involved. Well, God 
had another plan! Things started to fall in line, donations started coming in, a local church graciously offered their 
facility to allow us to hold meetings, and offered their equipment and people to help us broadcast that fun 
Facebook Live event Saturday night. We still needed the bidders to embrace an online auction, and that's where all 
of you showed up....Big Time! We can't thank each and every one of you enough for the patience, and willingness 
to take part in something so different from our typical HCS Auction! With your amazing generosity and support, we 
were able to raise $114,000 before expenses for Hudsonville Christian School!! A new auction record! Praise God!  

Moms in Prayer 
Thanks be to our Savior, Jesus Christ, that we can approach our Father God’s throne with confidence to seek and 
activate His good and pleasing will through the empowerment of the Holy Spirit.  You are welcome to join other 
moms in simple, conversational prayer based on God’s Word for HCS staff, teachers, and your children.  Moms in 
Prayer meets at HCS Fridays 8:00 – 9:00 a.m. We alternate meetings between the elementary and middle school 
buildings, and this week (March 12) we will meet in the music room at the middle school. Please sign in at the 
office and wear a mask while in the building. Hope to see you there! 

A TALE OF TWO TRIALS - This Year’s 8th Grade Play 
This year’s 8th grade play consists of two one-act plays that set out to determine the fates of famous fairy tale 
characters Goldilocks and the Big Bad Wolf.  The two plays are: Big Bad by Alec Strum and Once Upon a Crime: 
The Trial of Goldilocks by Flip Kobler and Cindy Marcus. 

We are pleased to offer a virtual viewing option for the greater Hudsonville Christian community.  The plays will be 
performed on Thursday and Friday, March 11 and 12, at 7:00 p.m.  The performances of both evenings will be 
available through live-streaming for only $5.  For $5, your family may choose to watch Thursday’s performance or 
Friday’s performance…or both!  If you are unable to watch the performance live, that $5 gives you access to watch 
a recorded performance when the time is best for you.   

Please return the form along with $5 to any of the HCS offices in order to be sent the live-streaming link.   

Please note that due to copyright laws, the link for the livestream may not be shared with other families.  
We kindly ask that you do not forward the link to anyone outside of your home. 

Annual HCS Society Meeting  
The Society Meeting is scheduled to take place at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, March 15 using a ZOOM meeting.  A link 
to the ZOOM meeting will be emailed to you on Monday, March 15. The election of new Board members will be 
done by ballot. If you cannot attend the meeting, please pick up a paper ballot to vote for new Board members 
from the office and return it no later than 3:00 p.m. Monday, March 15. Approval of the budget and tuition scale 
take place at the meeting. The Society Meeting booklet will be emailed to you today. 

Class Placement  
Soon after spring break, staff will begin constructing next year’s class lists.  This is an involved process that 
requires input of all the staff members who know your child.  Because parents have information that is important, 
we wish to provide an avenue to this input.  If you have a request, you must provide written information to ensure 
that it will be considered throughout the process.  A form for this purpose is available in the office and our 
administrators are available for questions or concerns you may have.  The school board policy is as follows: 

! Students are assigned to grade and class sections by the principals with the assistance of the child’s current 
teacher.  The child’s teacher knows the special circumstances under which your child will continue to grow.  
Factors considered by the principal and teacher when making class assignments are academic, social, and 
emotional needs, as well as the balance of boy/girl ratio.  Parents should request special consideration for 
their child’s placement only if there are extenuating circumstances.  Legitimate reasons for special requests 
in placement may be unique social or emotional needs in relationship to other students, especially those of 
which the school may not be aware.  Parents should not request one specific teacher.   

The procedure is as follows: 
! All requests must be submitted to the office in writing by Friday, March 12. 
! The administration will forward these requests with or without recommendation to the Education Committee, 

if   necessary. 
! The administration will notify the parents of the decision. 

Donation Requests 
The elementary ESS team is in need of a tricycle (handle on the back preferred) and a wagon with large wheels. If 
you have one of these items you no longer need we would love to take it off your hands! Feel free to reach out to 
Sam Ekdom with any questions (sekdom@4hcs.org).  

https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Virtual-Ticket-Form-2021.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/class-placement-request-form-2021.pdf


Family Fare Receipts 
We are collecting Family Fare receipts for the Direct Your Dollars program, which will result in a $1,000 check to 
Hudsonville Christian School! We are working on gathering these receipts for our next submission - so keep those 
receipts coming!  Please remember that the ENTIRE receipt must be submitted in order for us to get credit for it.  
We recently had to discard over $1,000 in receipts because they were partial receipts and could not be 
submitted.  :(. Thank you for supporting HCS through the Direct Your Dollars program! 

Tuition Assistance – FACTS Program  
Hudsonville Christian will again be participating in FACTS, a grant application program. Families who wish to apply 
for tuition assistance will need to use the FACTS application format online via their confidential website. The $35 
per application fee will be paid by HCS. The FACTS organization will analyze the information of each applicant. 
Through FACTS, HCS has the ability to more evenly distribute available tuition assistance funds based upon 
factual information the families provide in the application. Please note that any additional information provided in 
the Comments section at the end of the application is very helpful when making the decision for distribution. 

Parents who have children in more than one EOCS school need only to fill out the application one time — the 
information will be available to the schools where their children attend. The FACTS online website application is 
available now.  For registration please go to www.factsmgt.com. When logging in,  click the Parent Login and then the 
Payment Plans/Financial Aid tab. Please contact FACTS at 1-866-315-9262 with any questions. The deadline for submitting 
this application is March 31. 
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Travel Guidelines  
Revised International Travel Recommendations and Requirements per the CDC and the HHS 
If you plan to travel internationally, you will need to get tested no more than 3 days before you travel by air into the 
United States (US) and show your negative result to the airline before you board your flight, or be prepared to 
show documentation of recovery (proof of a recent positive viral test and a letter from your healthcare provider or a 
public health official stating that you were cleared to travel). 

On January 12, 2021, CDC announced an Order requiring all air passengers arriving to the US from a foreign 
country to get tested no more than 3 days before their flight departs and to present the negative result or 
documentation of having recovered from COVID-19 to the airline before boarding the flight. Air passengers will also 
be required to confirm that the information they present is true in the form of an attestation. This Order is effective 
as of 12:01am EST (5:01am GMT) on January 26, 2021. 
After You Travel 
● Get tested 3-5 days after travel AND stay home to self-quarantine for 7 days after travel. 

○ Even if you test negative, stay home to self-quarantine for the full 7 days. 
○ If your test is positive, isolate yourself to protect others from getting infected. 

● If you don’t get tested, it’s safest to stay home to self-quarantine for 10 days after travel. 
● Avoid being around people who are at increased risk for severe illness for 14 days, whether you get tested 

or not. 

Always follow state and local recommendations or requirements related to travel. 

Guidelines for domestic travel - Click on this link for information 

Protocol Reminders 
If a member of your immediate family is getting tested for COVID, please keep your children home until test results 
have been determined. Please keep Mary Broene - HCS COVID-19 liaison - in the loop regarding possible close 
contact, positive test results, etc. Also, feel free to connect with her if you have any questions via email 
(mbroene@4hcs.org), text (616.550.6607), or phone call (616.550.6607). 

!  

Chapel 
All elementary students will participate in a livestream chapel from their classrooms each Friday at 10:00. We 
welcome you to join us for chapel through the livestream link or recorded link that will be shared.  

http://www.factsmgt.com/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/testing-international-air-travelers.html
https://www.cdc.gov/quarantine/fr-proof-negative-test.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/testing-air-travel.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/isolation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/travel-planner/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/travel-during-covid19.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.cdc.gov%252Fcoronavirus%252F2019-ncov%252Ftravelers%252Ftravel-in-the-us.htmlC


Number/Day Schedule 

Hot Lunch 
The March Menu and other information on the elementary Hot Lunch program provided by JenHud Food Service 
can be found on the JenHud Food Service website.  

Second Grade Parents 
Does your child easily master classroom math? Or write for fun? Or read above grade level? SOAR is a program 
designed for students who easily master the goals of the classroom. Students receive additional instruction at their 
level with like ability peers in language arts and/or math. Students will be identified for the program on the basis of 
parent nomination and additional testing at HCS. Forms to nominate your child are available to pick up at the 
elementary school office. The forms are due by Friday, March 19. Contact Sharon Leerar (sleerar@4hcs.org or 
915-1861) with any questions. 

5th Grade to 6th Grade Transition Events 
Please watch for information in the mail and your email in the coming weeks on different events for the 5th graders 
to experience middle school and ask questions about what middle school life is all about. 

A packet of papers was sent home regarding the Music program registration for your child in Grade 6.  It is 
important this information is looked at carefully and that the papers necessary for this are returned on time.   The 
due date for this information to be returned to school is Friday, March 12.  Thank you. 

!  

IMPORTANT EMAIL ADDRESS REMINDER! 
Middle School parent(s) - It is extremely important that you remember to send any attendance, vacation, 
daily illness and/or appointment emails to our middle school OFFICE email address:  msoffice@4hcs.org  
Both Cindy Keuning and Lisa Huisman have individual school email addresses; however, due to their individual 
schedules on different days of the week, it is REALLY important that you use the middle school email address so 
that whoever is in the office on a given day gets this important attendance information. 
Thank you in advance for understanding and updating your contact lists for school. 

Chapel 
Chapel continues at the middle school on Tuesday and Thursday mornings! We are sorry that parents are unable 
to attend our chapels at this time and look forward to when that will again be an option.  In the meantime, we 
welcome you to join us through the recorded link that will be shared for these chapels on our website.  

● Thursday, March 11: Kristin Dyk leads chapel 
● Tuesday, March 16: NO scheduled chapel today - extra homeroom/Bible time today 

Hot Lunch  
Hot Lunch this Wednesday, March 10 is Chick-fil-A Chicken Sandwich for $3.50 each.  Sandwiches will be 
available with or without a pickle. Remember these sandwiches are cooked in peanut oil.  Other items available:  a 
can of pop or Gatorade $.50 each (limit 1) and assorted bag chips $.50 each. 

Donuts at Friday Morning Break  
Sprinkles Donuts will be available and on sale for $1.00 each this week Friday morning, March 12 during each 
grade level morning break.  Remember your $1.00! 

Parents of Grade 6 students - Deadline this week Friday 3/12! 
Every grade 6 parent and every grade 6 student was sent an email with information about the opportunity for 6th 
grade students to apply for the ELAII Language Arts class available to them in the 7th grade next year.  All 
interested grade 6 students MUST submit an application and writing samples as instructed  by the deadline of 
this week Friday, March 12.  No late applications will be considered. 

March 9 - #2  March 10 - #3 March 11 - #4 March 12 - #1 March 15 - #2 March 16 -  #3 

https://www.jenhudfood.org/images/Menus/Elementary/March_2021_Elementary_Menu.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Gr.-6-Music-option-registration-form-21-22.pdf
mailto:msoffice@4hcs.org


Spelling Bee 
Evan Schrier and Aidan Dykstra competed in a spelling bee tie-breaker on Monday, March 8. Congratulations to 
Aidan Dykstra who will continue on to the Greater Grand Rapids Spelling Bee on March 16. Thank you to both of 
these students for representing our school! 

Middle School Fundraiser for Benjamin's Hope 
Coin Wars will be taking place March 8-12. This fundraiser is set up as a competition between homerooms. Each 
class will collect coins for positive points (bonus points for coins that are rolled) and place bills in other class 
buckets for negative points. The competition is fun, but the real winner is Benjamin's Hope! Encourage your middle 
school student to find ways to earn money for this program. 

Middle School Spirit Day - Friday, March 19 
Mathlete vs Athlete. On this day, students can dress as their best version of a serious student, or as an athlete of 
any sport of their choice. We request a $1 donation for participation that will go to Benjamin's Hope. 

!  

Pop Can Drive 
The Parents' Club is inviting you to collect pop cans once again! Look for the trailer in the West Gym parking lot. 
Please clean your cans before donating and bonus if you separate glass from aluminum! Donations can be made 
any time! If you're interested in helping to return the cans, we'd love the extra hands! Questions? Email 
pcb@4hcs.org. 

Septemberfest  
The Septemberfest committee is still in need of one more volunteer to be part of our vendor sub- committee. This 
person would team with the other members to place vendors into our show, communicate with vendors, and help 
out during the week of the show. Being part of our committee would fulfill ALL of your volunteer points for the year. 
We are a great team and have a lot of fun together! If interested or want more information please contact Kelsey at 
kelsjean0810@gmail.com 

!  

Unity Christian 6th-8th Grade Bowling  
Unity Christian is offering a Middle School Bowling program for boys and girls in 6th- 8th grade this spring.  The 
program will run from April 12 to April 28, with practices held on Mondays/Wednesdays at Hudsonville Lanes.  The 
cost to participate is $55, and the registration deadline is Friday, March 26.  For a flyer with more information about 
the program, click on this link.  To complete online registration click on this link.  Bowling information can also be 
found at www.unitychristianathletics.org under “More” and then “MS Sports”. 
  
Unity Christian 7th/8th Grade Tennis  
Unity Christian is offering a Middle School Tennis Team for boys and girls in 7th & 8th grade this spring.  The 
program will run from April 12 to May 18, with practices and home matches being held at Unity’s campus.  The cost 
to participate is $45, and the registration deadline is Wednesday, March 31.  For a flyer with more information 
about the program, click on this link.  To complete online registration click on this link.  Tennis team information can 
also be found at www.unitychristianathletics.org under “More” and then “MS Sports”. 

Hope College - Awakening 
Parents of 8th graders- Hope College would like to invite you to check out an opportunity for your son or daughter 
this summer called Awakening.  Awakening is an overnight camp (June 13-18) at Hope College for students 
entering grades 9-12 in the Fall of 2021. Awakening builds emerging worship leaders in all worship art forms from 
preaching, to all things musical, visual art, dance and technology. Check out the videos and registration at 
hope.edu/awakening   
Awakening will have an in-person camp this summer. Many students say it was the best week of their lives and 
return each year. 

!  

mailto:kelsjean0810@gmail.com
https://unitychristianathletics.org/siteRepository/112229/userfiles/MS-Bowling-Info-2020-21.pdf
https://www.cognitoforms.com/UnityChristianHighSchool/_2021MiddleSchoolBowling
http://www.unitychristianathletics.org/
https://unitychristianathletics.org/siteRepository/112229/userfiles/MS-Tennis-Info-Sheet-2021.pdf
https://www.cognitoforms.com/UnityChristianHighSchool/_2021MiddleSchoolTennis
http://www.unitychristianathletics.org/
http://hope.edu/awakening


March 13	 Auction Pickup and/or Delivery 

March 15	 HCS Society Meeting via Zoom 

March 19 	 End of 3rd 9 Weeks

March 26	 Report Cards Posted

April 2	 Good Friday 

April 2-11	 Spring Break (No School for Students)

April 4 	 Easter

April 12	 School Resumes


!  

! Kids’ Corner Handbook 
! Preschool (3School/4School/NB 4School) Handbook 
! Middle School Handbook 
! HCS Parent Handbook 
! Elementary Hot Lunch - JenHud Food Service  
! Parents’ Club Volunteer Opportunities 
! Consideration for Class Placement Form 
! 8th Grade Play Virtual Ticket Form 
! 6th Grade (2021-22) Music Program Form 

https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Kids-Corner-Parent-handbook-2020-2021-1.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2020-21-Preschool-Handbook-1.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2020_2021-Student_Parent-Handbook.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/HCS-Parent-Handbook-20-21-NO-maps.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080c4da9a82fa1fe3-202021
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/class-placement-request-form-2021.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Virtual-Ticket-Form-2021.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Gr.-6-Music-option-registration-form-21-22.pdf

