
 
April 13, 2021 

My life changed the day my twin boys started walking. With four children under 5 years old, life was a whirlwind 
and with two extra tiny walkers, my busy life got even busier. I was outnumbered, and as they ran ahead of me 
dividing into separate directions toddling towards stairs, ledges, bumps, and cracks, our lives were full of bumps, 
bruises, and tears most days - me included! It would have been so much easier if they stayed in step with me, not 
rushing ahead and not lagging behind! 

God uses this part of my life frequently as I personally, and we as an HCS community, walk with the Lord. 
Sometimes we are tempted to rush ahead in worry or independence. Sometimes we lag behind in hesitation and 
fear.  However, it is His desire for us to stay in step with Him, aware of His power and savoring His presence. Sure, 
the Word says we will still have bumps and bruises along the way, but with Him, we are assured that all things are 
possible. We can endure trials and heartache and because of Christ's resurrection power in us, we can overcome. 

As we think of what God has in store for HCS, as we stay in step with Him, He has made it clear that we are to 
press on in faith and keep growing the mission for His glory. Our elementary building is again completely full!  This 
summer HCS is stepping out in obedience to His leading as we plan to convert the former Unity Christian High 
School shop room and the Band room into usable flex spaces for our band, orchestra, robotics, and nature-based 
programs in order to serve the needs of our children and continue to be able to make room for every child that 
wants a Christ-centered education at HCS.  

For the last 2 years, our orchestra has been practicing in the only space we have left in the school:  The West Gym 
lobby.  PE classes walk through this space during class and the lighting, heat, sound, and instrument storage are 
some issues that would be solved by creating this dedicated learning environment.   This conversion would also 
help with the needs of our growing Robotics and Nature-Based programs.  In addition, our current Band room 
contains steps at the entry and throughout which makes it inaccessible for some of our students and limits the use 
of this space and so a small renovation in this area is needed as well.   

While back in August we didn't expect to be running a renovation campaign this year, God had different plans and 
through several of my “What’s Next?” conversations with people in our community, HCS has already raised 
$127,000 of the $260,000 needed to complete this much-needed conversion project debt-free! We are stepping 
into obedience to God's timing and not ours.  Please look for an opportunity to support how God is working at HCS 
through a financial gift to make possible this step of obedience. An opportunity will be coming soon in your mailbox 
at home. We thank you for helping us stay in step with Him as we seek first to honor, serve, and follow His leading 
in every way at Hudsonville Christian School.  

 
Rachel Landstra 
Mission Advancement 

 

Early Release  
Friday, April 23 is an early release day, with dismissal at 11:10 a.m. All Hudsonville Public buses will run as normal 
but students riding Unity buses will need to arrange for transportation home. 



Moms in Prayer 
Thanks be to our Savior, Jesus Christ, that we can approach our Father God’s throne with confidence to seek and 
activate His good and pleasing will through the empowerment of the Holy Spirit.  You are welcome to join other 
moms in simple, conversational prayer based on God’s Word for HCS staff, teachers, and your children.  Moms in 
Prayer meets at HCS Fridays 8:00 – 9:00 a.m., and we alternate meetings between the elementary and middle 
school buildings. This week, April 16, we will meet in the preschool parent lounge at the elementary, and we will be 
praying specifically for the 3rd and 4th grade teachers. Please sign in at the office and wear a mask while in the 
building. Hope to see you there! 

HCS Walkathon is Coming Soon! 
Pledge forms were sent home before Spring Break.  If your children haven't already started doing so, please 
encourage them to begin collecting their pledges. Please fill out a form for each one of your children, including per 
lap and any online straight donations that they may have.   They are due back on April 23.  Don’t forget to 
encourage donations through your family’s page on Just Giving site.  Unfortunately, due to restrictions that are in 
place this year, we will not be able to have parents in attendance at Walkathon.  We know that this may be 
disappointing but please know that each one of your children will have the support that they will need to do their 
best!    

Spring and End of the Year Events  
As we enter the final quarter of the school year, planning has begun for all the spring and end of the year events. 
Please be assured the leadership team is working with school committees, grade levels, and the directors of the 
music programs to figure out and plan ways for all these events to take place. These experiences might need to be 
organized differently than in the past, but we are excited about the possibility that they will happen. Due to the 
complexity of details for some of these events, decisions need to be made months in advance and unfortunately, 
do not allow for swift changes weeks before the event dates. 

 

Quarantine 
The length of quarantine has been changed back to 14 days, no longer 10 days 

Review of isolation and quarantine details - 
Isolation - If you test positive for COVID 
● You must isolate for 10 days. You may return to normal activities on the 11th day if symptoms have 

improved and no fever for 24 hours 
● How the 10 days are determined 

○ If you have symptoms - 10 days from the date of the onset of symptoms 
○ If you are asymptomatic - 10 days from the date of your COVID test 

Quarantine - If you are a close contact of a positive COVID case 
● If the positive case is NOT an immediate family member 

○ 14 days from the date of the exposure 

● If the positive case is an immediate family member 
○ If the family member can be TOTALLY isolated from the rest of the family (live in a different space/

level, use a separate bathroom, eat meals alone, etc.) 
■ Then quarantine is 14 days from the first day the positive case can totally isolate 

○ If the family member can NOT be totally isolated from the rest of the family 
■ Then the family needs to stay home the 10 days of the positive case’s isolation because 

they are considered to be contagious for those 10 days 
■ The 14-day quarantine begins on the date that the positive case is allowed to return to 

normal activities 
● Quarantine is not shortened if family members test negative 
● If a family member in quarantine tests positive, then they shift to a 10-day isolation period 

If a member of your immediate family is getting tested for COVID, please keep your children home until test results 
have been determined. 

Also, please keep Mary Broene - HCS COVID-19 liaison - in the loop regarding possible close contact, positive test 
results, etc. Feel free to connect with her if you have any questions via email (mbroene@4hcs.org), text 
(616.550.6607), or phone call (616.550.6607). 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising-page/creation/event-selection?pcid=82088ece-235a-45e9-a5a0-017ca74b5234


Thanks again for your help! You have been terrific in following and supporting the protocols for in-person learning. 
Please continue to be vigilant. This has been a collaborative effort and for that, we are deeply appreciative. Praises 
to God for a great three marking periods! Praying for an equally positive end of the school year. 

 

Chapel 
All elementary students will participate in a livestream chapel from their classrooms each Friday at 10:00. We 
welcome you to join us for chapel through the livestream link or recorded link that will be shared.  

Number/Day Schedule 

Hot Lunch 
The April Menu and other information on the elementary Hot Lunch program provided by JenHud Food Service can 
be found on the JenHud Food Service website.  

Grade 5 Parents 
All current grade 5 parents should be receiving an envelope containing LOTS of information for you about grade 6 
in our middle school.  After reading the information, PLEASE be sure to connect with the middle school and our 
principal, Mr. Justin Knot if you have any questions.  

Lost and Found 
Parents, our elementary lost and found area (located in the main office lobby) is bursting with discarded items 
again. Please stop by to check out these items, or remind your child to check out the clothing and accessories 
hanging there to see if any items belong to them. 

 

Chapel 
Chapel continues at the middle school on Tuesday and Thursday mornings! We are sorry that parents are unable 
to attend our chapels at this time and look forward to when that will again be an option.  In the meantime, we 
welcome you to join us through the recorded link that will be shared for these chapels on our website.  

● Thursday, April 15:  Pastor Bob Karel, Orchard Hill Church 
● Tuesday, April 20: NO chapel today - student will have extra Bible/homeroom time 

Hot Lunch  
Hot Lunch this Wednesday, April 14 is Chick-fil-A 8oz Mac & Cheese cup for $3.25 each.  Other items available:  a 
can of pop or Gatorade $.50 each (limit 1) and assorted bag chips $.50 each. 

Music Registration Forms - Attention Grade 6 & Grade 7 Parents! 
Music Registration forms were sent home with your middle school student the week of March 15 and were due 
back on Thursday, April 1.  If you still have one of these forms at home, please be sure it is returned to 
school this week! 

Grade 8 Parents - PSAT Testing Date 
The Grade 8 students will be taking the PSAT test on the morning of Thursday, April 22, 2021.  This test is set up 
by Unity Christian High School and will take place for our students in the West gym at the Oak Street Elementary 
campus.  Busing will be provided to get HCMS students to the West gym.  The PSAT testing provides valuable 
information for our school in the subject areas of English Language Arts and Math, it helps Unity Christian High 
School with future placement and scheduling for students, and it also serves as a very helpful test practice for our 
students.  To have the best outcomes for your child, PLEASE avoid any appointments on this date that would 
interfere with the PSAT testing. 

April 13 - #1  April 14 - #2 April 15 - #3 April 16 - #4 April 19- #1 April 20 -  #2

https://www.jenhudfood.org/images/Menus/Elementary/April_2021_Elementary_Menu.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/


Grade 8 Parents - Future Plans 
Our grade 8 students and staff will be having their Grade 8 Leadership Retreat at Camp Roger on Thursday, April 
29. 
You will receive more information from the 8th grade teaching team soon.  Students should come to school using 
their normal transportation that day and will be bussed to Camp Roger from HCMS.   HOWEVER, parents will 
need to plan on and provide transportation home at 4:00 p.m. on that day!  

 

Scrap Metal Drive - April 30 - May 1 
Hudsonville Christian School and Unity Christian High School will be holding a Scrap Metal Drive on Friday, April 
30 from 12 NOON to 8 PM and Saturday, May 1 from 8 AM - 2 PM at 5790 Balsam Ave (across from Hudsonville 
Lanes).  This scrap metal drive will benefit Christian education at both schools.  They will take tired appliances, 
used batteries, automobiles, any and all metal (steel, aluminum, copper, brass, etc.).  Any questions - please 
contact Alden Jelsema at 616-813-5927 

Unity Summer Sports Camp Registration Date Change 
We are excited to host sports camps at Unity Christian this summer!  We were planning to open our camp 
registration the week after spring break, but we have decided to postpone the start of registration until mid-May.  
We want to have as much clarity with the COVID situation as possible and any further requirements/restrictions 
that might be in place this summer.  We have always had room in our camps and have not turned anyone away, so 
we anticipate that there will be no problem with this later registration date.   Our current summer camp schedule is 
available on our website, and look for further communication in May when the registration opens!  

Summer Learning Opportunities 
Looking for some local opportunities to stretch your student's skills and interests over the summer? Check out this 
list of local summer programs! 

Summer Skills Books 
Prevent the summer slide and give kids more confidence! Summer Skills books are designed to help sharpen their 
knowledge and review what they have learned as they prepare for the next school year.  These grade level books 
include two different series (math and language arts) for students from pre-k through high school. In just a few 20–
30-minute sessions a week, students can reinforce previously learned academic skills without additional screen 
time. Visit their website for more information! https://www.summerskills.com/parent-info/. 

 

April 16	 Parents’ Club General Assembly

April 23	 Early Release at 11:10

May 7	 Walkathon

May 7 	 7th Grade Service Project

May 13 	 Ascension Day 

May 21	 Early Release at 11:10

May 24-28	 Last Week of Preschool 

May 31	 Memorial Day

June 1-4	 8th Grade Exams and Faith Journey Projects

June 4-10	 Limited Busing AM & PM 

June 7	 8th Grade Class Trip

June 9	 8th Grade Graduation 

June 9	 7th Grade Service Day 

June 10	 Last day of School (full day)

June 11	 Teacher Day; Report Cards Posted 


https://unitychristianathletics.org/main/campsclinics/
https://www.kentisd.org/educators/career-readiness/students/programs/summer-learning-opportunities/
https://www.summerskills.com/parent-info/


 

● Kids’ Corner Handbook 
● Preschool (3School/4School/NB 4School) Handbook 
● Middle School Handbook 
● HCS Parent Handbook 
● Elementary Hot Lunch - JenHud Food Service  
● Parents’ Club Volunteer Opportunities 
● 7th Grade (2021-22) Music Program Form - was due April 1 
● 8th Grade (2021-22) Music Program Form - was due April 1 

https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Kids-Corner-Parent-handbook-2020-2021-1.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2020-21-Preschool-Handbook-1.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2020_2021-Student_Parent-Handbook.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/HCS-Parent-Handbook-20-21-NO-maps.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080c4da9a82fa1fe3-202021
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Gr.-7-Music-option-registration-form-for-21-222.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Gr.-8-Music-option-registration-form-for-21-22-.pdf

