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May 4, 2021 

If you’ve driven or walked past the elementary building on Oak Street lately, you’ve probably seen a little project 
shaping up in the nature space. Just before spring break, the 4th grade teaching team and their students worked 
through a project-based learning experience about gardens. They brainstormed what they already knew, 
researched using a variety of materials, and learned from master gardeners in our community. Students then 
worked in groups to create garden models and presentations to share their ideas. And now, thanks to a generous 
donor and the hard work of several of our talented staff members, the garden beds and surrounding area are 
taking shape! The 4th graders have been working hard inside the building and out, planting seeds and watching 
with excitement as they begin to sprout. This project has opened our eyes to the wonders of God’s creation and 
has helped students see themselves as caretakers of His world.  

One other exciting nature tidbit to share is that we are slowly starting to expand our Nature Based education 
program! We currently offer a Nature Based 4 School option, but we’ll be building on that  by adding a Nature 
Based Special for all students in Young 5s through 2nd Grade starting in September! Our hope is to expand this 
Nature Based class into the upper grades and the middle school in the coming years. Growing the Nature Based 
Program is one of the goals from our recently developed strategic plan, which was created using feedback from 
staff and community members. We are thrilled to be able to offer not only Art, Music, Physical Education, Library, 
and Spanish classes, but also a Nature special where our students will get to experience creation and learn about 
the Creator in a hands-on and meaningful way.  

“The whole earth is filled with awe at your wonders; where morning dawns, where evening 
fades, you call forth songs of joy.” 

Psalm 65:8  

With Joy,  

!  
Tricia Kiepert 
Elementary Principal 

!  

Bench Donation 
A group of area churches and anonymous donors wanted to show some special support during this unpredictable 
and challenging year. A cluster of 6 convertible benches/tables was installed at both the Middle School and the 
Elementary School for outdoor classroom use. These benches will help provide many years of teaching and 
enjoying God’s beautiful creation. 

Hillcrest CRC, Hudsonville 
Chapel Pointe, Jenison 
Mars Hill Bible Church, Grandville 
Messiah CRC, Hudsonville 
Anonymous Donors 

Moms in Prayer 
There will be no Moms in Prayer meeting this week due to Walkathon.  Please continue to pray for our school, the 
staff and kids from home!  See you next week! 



Walkathon is Friday! 
Thanks for your hard work in getting pledges, we are looking forward to a great day on Friday! If your child has not 
turned in their envelope and pledge form please have him/her do so tomorrow!     

Unfortunately due to restrictions that are in place this year, we will not be able to have parents in attendance at 
Walkathon this year.  We know that this may be disappointing or frustrating but know that each one of your children 
has the support that they will need to do their best. 

We are asking that all students bring a water bottle to the track and wear their HCS t-shirt.  We will have water jugs 
at the track if refills are necessary. We are looking forward to a great day.  Thanks for your support! 

HPS Transportation Needs Your Help  
In preparing our school bus routing program for the 21-22 school year, the transportation department needs your 
help in supplying the busing needs for your children.  Please use this LINK to fill out the bus information for each of 
your children. Any questions about the survey or Hudsonville Public busing can be directed to: Rob Matthews, HPS 
Transportation Director. 

!  

We have less than 28 school days left of this school year. We had been blessed to have been able to remain 
in person for the entire school year. This is due to the hard work by staff, cooperative students, the partnership with 
parents, and, most importantly, God’s faithfulness to us. I recognize that we all are getting weary of the extra work 
and efforts the protocols necessitate for us to remain in school and we have become a bit lax in our attention to the 
protocols.  

We have been directed to renew our efforts in a few protocol areas. We are asking for your help. Please 
remind your child about all the protocols (wash hands frequently, sanitize in/out of the classroom, masks worn 
properly).  

Also, remind them when they are asked to follow a protocol that they do so respectfully and consistently. This is 
particularly important at the middle school, specific to students wearing their masks properly - over their nose and 
mouth - at all times unless eating and drinking, or during allowed mask break times. Many middle school students 
are respectful of this expectation and follow it consistently, however, too many of them are not. We know the varied 
opinions about masks and are not asking to engage in debate. We are asking for the cooperation of both you and 
your child in this matter. Staff should not need to remind the same students multiple times to wear their masks 
properly. It is an issue of respect for school expectations, similar to dress codes, hallway behavior, etc.  

Thanks again for your help! You have been terrific in following and supporting the protocols for in-person learning. 
Please continue to be vigilant. This has been a collaborative effort and for that, we are deeply appreciative. Praises 
to God for a great three marking periods!  Praying for an equally positive end of the school year. 

Quarantine period revision - effective Friday, April 30, the OCDPH reduced the 14-day quarantine period to 10 
days. 

If a member of your immediate family is getting tested for COVID, please keep your children home until test 
results have been determined. 

Also, please keep Mary Broene - HCS COVID-19 liaison - in the loop regarding possible close contact, 
positive test results, etc. Feel free to connect with her if you have any questions via email (mbroene@4hcs.org), 
text (616.550.6607), or phone call (616.550.6607). 

!  

Kids’ Corner closing early May 21 
On Friday, May 21, we have a scheduled early release.  Kids’ Corner will be closing at 12:00 p.m. that afternoon in order for 
staff to have Professional Development training.   

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScyOZFTXlG8SvyXAoxbiubdUdo-dyxwg9W1Aybqi4OIbTuRAg/viewform
mailto:rmatthe@hpseagles.net


Kids' Corner Enrollment for the 2021-2022 School Year!  
Kids’ Corner enrollment forms are available in the office or you can sign up online using this form: Kids' Corner 
enrollment form.  Sign up soon to ensure availability!  If you have any questions, email Julie Moes at 
jmoes@4hcs.org or kidscorner@4hcs.org. 

Kids’ Corner is hiring!    
Kids’ Corner is looking for energetic people who love God and enjoy working with His children.  We are looking to fill some 
school day and after school shifts.  Kids’ Corner is open from 7:00 a.m. - 5:45 p.m. so there is flexibility in scheduling!    
Please contact Julie Moes at jmoes@4hcs.org if you are interested or have any questions!  

!  

Chapel 
All elementary students will participate in a livestream chapel from their classrooms each Friday at 10:00. We 
welcome you to join us for chapel through the livestream link or recorded link that will be shared.  

Number/Day Schedule 

Hot Lunch 
The May/June Menu and other information on the elementary Hot Lunch program provided by JenHud Food 
Service can be found on the JenHud Food Service website.  

Summer Tutoring  
A list of available teachers can be found on our website.  

!  
Chapel 
Chapel continues at the middle school on Tuesday and Thursday mornings! We are sorry that parents are unable 
to attend our chapels at this time and look forward to when that will again be an option.  In the meantime, we 
welcome you to join us through the recorded link that will be shared for these chapels on our website.  

● Thursday, May 6: NO scheduled chapel today - extra Bible and homeroom time for students 
● Tuesday, May 11: Al Rottman, grade 8 staff member, leads chapel 

Hot Lunch  
Hot Lunch this Wednesday, May 5 is for DJ’s Pizza (Ham or Pepperoni) for $2.  Other items available:  a can of 
pop or Gatorade $.50 each (limit 1) and assorted bag chips $.50 each. 

Parents of Grade 8 students 
Plans are being finalized for the 8th grade graduation ceremony for your son/daughter!  Our graduation date is 
Wednesday, June 9 at 7:00 p.m.  Our current plans are to use the athletic field at Unity Christian High School for 
our graduation ceremony.  Please watch your email later this week for additional information about graduation and 
other end of the school year items for your grade 8 students. 

Parents of Grade 7 students 
Information was emailed and sent home with students, from the teachers, about their trip to Little Pine Island this 
Friday.  If you have not seen this or have any questions please feel free to contact your child’s homeroom teacher!  
We look forward to this service opportunity with the 7th grade!   

Uniforms, Library books, school property items 
Parents, please take a few moments with your middle school student this week to check your homes for things that 
NEED TO BE RETURNED TO SCHOOL. 

● Make sure that all team uniforms are washed and returned to school after the final use for each season. 

May 4 - #3 May 5 - #4 May 6 - #1 May 7 - # May 10- # May 11 - #

https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Kids-Corner-Enrollment-Form-2021-2022.pdf
https://www.cognitoforms.com/HudsonvilleChrSchool/KidsCorner20212022EnrollmentForm
https://www.cognitoforms.com/HudsonvilleChrSchool/KidsCorner20212022EnrollmentForm
https://www.cognitoforms.com/HudsonvilleChrSchool/KidsCorner20212022EnrollmentForm
mailto:kidscorner@4hcs.org
https://www.jenhudfood.org/images/Menus/Elementary/May-June_2021_Elementary_Menu.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Summer-2021-Tutors-2.pdf


● All middle school media center library books must be returned by Friday, May 28.  Please make sure your 
son/daughter does not have any overdue books and/or fines due in our library. 

● Any band, choir or orchestra music or books that belong to the school should be returned to the group 
director as soon as requested.. 

● It is VERY HELPFUL if you do a check of home lockers, bedrooms, desks, etc. to see if there are any other 
borrowed items OR classroom books from school that were used for homework, projects, games, etc. that 
can now be returned before the saff leave for the summer break. 

Save yourself a trip back to school this summer to return any of these items!  Thanks for your time and help! 

!  

Sign Up to Volunteer Today! 
The volunteer signups are live! You should have received an email this morning with links to the various forms, so 
make sure to check those out! From Robotics coaches to Room Parents, there are nearly 2,000 ways to get 
involved. For more information check out the Parents' Club section of the HCS website. 

!  

Sports Physical Night  
Unity Christian will be hosting a sports physical night at the school on Tuesday, May 4 from 6 – 8 p.m.  The cost 
will be $15 payable to Unity Christian High School.  Those participating in Youth Football (7th and 8th Grade is 
required to have a physical prior to the start of the season), and any of the middle school sports are encouraged to 
attend.  The MHSAA physical form needs to be completely filled out with signatures prior to the physical; you can 
find a copy of the blank form in the high school office or online at this link. 

Squires Sports Camps  
Let's face it, 2020 was loaded with screen time for our children.  Looking for your child to have more time outside 
and less time in front of a screen?  Squires Sports Camp is the place for you!  During the week of June 14-18 your 
child will spend all day playing over 30 different games with their friends and enjoying being active!  Sign up at 
gccssportscamps.com, click the "Week of June 14" tab, and select "Sports Camp."  Email our camp director, Ben 
de Waal Malefyt, at bdewaalmalefyt@gccsmi.org with your questions. 

Looking to take your game to the next level this summer?  Calvin Christian High School PE teacher and former 
college basketball coach, Ben de Waal Malefyt, will be conducting basketball workouts twice a week for the months 
of June and July.  Your child will improve on their ball handling, shooting, footwork, and all around skills during 
these summer workouts.  Students entering 3-5th grade will  have sessions on Monday’s and Wednesday’s from 
3-4 pm and students entering 6th-8th grade from 4-5 pm.  Students entering 9th-12th grade will have sessions on 
Tuesday’s and Thursdays from 5-6 pm.  Cost for the membership is $150.  There will be a total of 14 sessions 
beginning the week of June 7 and ending after the week of July 29 while taking the week of July 4 off.  To sign up, 
go to gccssportscamps.com and select the "Basketball Training" tab.  If you have any questions, please email Ben 
de Waal Malefyt at bdewaalmalefyt@gccsmi.org 

Hudsonville Community Education  
HPS is pleased to offer a variety of activities for your family this summer. Click HERE for  information and to 
register! !  

Summer Skills Books 
Prevent the summer slide and give kids more confidence! Summer Skills books are designed to help sharpen their 
knowledge and review what they have learned as they prepare for the next school year.  These grade level books 
include two different series (math and language arts) for students from pre-k through high school. In just a few 20–
30-minute sessions a week, students can reinforce previously learned academic skills without additional screen 
time. Visit their website for more information! https://www.summerskills.com/parent-info/. 

!  

May 7	 Walkathon

May 7 	 7th Grade Service Project

May 13 	 Ascension Day 

May 21	 Early Release at 11:10


https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/parents/parents-club/
https://www.mhsaa.com/portals/0/Documents/health%2520safety/physical2page.pdf
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%253A%252F%252Fgccssportscamps.com%252F%253Ffbclid%253DIwAR2JB1hCV6_0I_VAMhuM4G7x2vblwb83YshGuNlW34W869RePGD3c2bLrHw&h=AT2hAqO0RMYrkQLuoKLiH65P8DeG6NLuPBvtpGBKabqX1DQrX09AkXRLTWRVCmIGzQMU6UizR44eBfpcni5axkceSas93sj-BXNXRjA1eXqw21hPTNAFHlVY1vbvlKtv3w&__tn__=-UK-R&c%255B0%255D=AT281_t_TzLiH1HKw54d7ud7ZFz7cTu6tmIGYqkzcORhbA1-5etbJ6DG8mAoekBrxt2YwhgRSJTsn84Am_cH8HIq0MgCf65LVw0IOl4TXk-aF2sn3K_ojfv70n8tJYyiFgBQP_W_B_mFQvX2BeP47tPWTmKgPzBTeJ3awgHueJXgjUK1Ko5Gqohzmc2oqCUX
http://gccssportscamps.com/
https://commed01.hudsonville.k12.mi.us/CourseActivities.aspx?id=30
https://www.summerskills.com/parent-info/


May 24-28	 Last Week of Preschool 

May 31	 Memorial Day

June 1-4	 8th Grade Exams and Faith Journey Projects

June 4-10	 Limited Busing AM & PM 

June 7	 8th Grade Class Trip

June 9	 8th Grade Graduation

June 9	 7th grade service project

June 10	 Last day of School (full day)

June 11	 Teacher Day; Report Cards Posted


!  

! Kids’ Corner Handbook 
! Preschool (3School/4School/NB 4School) Handbook 
! Middle School Handbook 
! HCS Parent Handbook 
! Elementary Hot Lunch - JenHud Food Service  
! HCS Parents’ Club 
! Parents’ Club Volunteer Opportunities 
! Parents’ Club Volunteer Sign-up Links (2021-2022)  
! Kids’ Corner Enrollment Form 2021-2022 
! Kids’ Corner Online Enrollment 2021-2022 

https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Kids-Corner-Parent-handbook-2020-2021-1.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2020-21-Preschool-Handbook-1.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2020_2021-Student_Parent-Handbook.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/HCS-Parent-Handbook-20-21-NO-maps.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/parents/parents-club/
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/HCS-PCB-Volunteering-Catalog-WEB-April-2020-1.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2021-2022-Volunteer-Links.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/HCS-PCB-Volunteering-Catalog-WEB-April-2020-1.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Kids-Corner-Enrollment-Form-2021-2022.pdf
https://www.cognitoforms.com/HudsonvilleChrSchool/KidsCorner20212022EnrollmentForm

