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The Little Things 
  
In a school year with big changes for parents, teachers, students, and leadership, we all continued to find many 
opportunities to rejoice in the ways we saw God at work at HCS.  There are so many things that point to God’s 
faithfulness.  Technology made it possible to join our hearts virtually in worship, a deep community developed in 
each classroom, a full year with face-to-face learning, and increased unity has developed around a mission that is 
unstoppable:  the Christian education of our children.  
   
As the end of the school year draws close, I wonder if the school community is aware that the school’s prayer this 
year was that our children all learned one important thing and that was the number 1.   In fact, we spent the whole 
year focusing on it.  And if there’s one prayer we have as we close out the school year and head into summer, it is 
for the children to remember that number.  It sounds simple, but it will actually be a struggle.  I know it has been for 
me.  

Policies, politics, and a pandemic really tried to fix my gaze on other numbers this year such as how many times I 
was right, how many people disagreed with me, and how many criticisms, complaints, or circumstances were piling 
up in favor or against my view.  Looking back it is the Lord’s perfect timing that this school year would be the year 
our theme was focused on the number 1--One Body--and our theme verse focusing on many members and many 
functions coming together in a united mission.  “For just as each of us has one body with many members, and 
these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member 
belongs to all the others”.  

Praise God that the circumstances of the year did not stop God from moving at HCS. The praise from His people, 
as One Body, glorifying Him through Christian education.  Beautiful and intentional communities were formed in 
classrooms; students were able to be the hands and feet of Jesus through service in and outside school walls; 
hearts, minds, and lives were challenged and nurtured; praise and worship rang through the halls.  We are so 
thankful for a community that—despite a year full of twists and turns--joined us in focusing on the number 1. We 
have so much to celebrate and praise Him for this year and as we slide into summer, I challenge us all to keep 
focusing on that number and how we can unify in praise to Him for all He has done this year.   

In a couple weeks you will be receiving a newsletter entitled, “One Body Praising God Together”.  It will be a 
newsletter filled with just a few of the many ways we have seen God at work this year at HCS.  When you receive 
it, please join your hearts with ours as One Body giving praise and glory to God for how He has worked in our HCS 
community and in the hearts of our children this year.  All praise and honor and glory be unto Him who has done 
more than we could ever ask or imagine this year and will do, Lord willing, for years to come.  
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Rachel Landstra 
Mission Advancement  
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Early Release 
This Friday, May 21 is an early release day, with dismissal at 11:10 a.m.  Hudsonville Public buses will run as 
normal but students riding Unity buses will need to arrange for transportation home. 



Enrollment Forms for 2021-2022  
Just a reminder to please be sure to return the blue enrollment forms to the administrative office as soon as 
possible!  If you have misplaced your forms, please let the office know so we can send another packet your way! 
We are planning for next year and would like to include your child(ren) in the planning process!  Thank you! 

2021-2022 HCS Theme T-Shirts 
Each year students in 3 School - 5th Grade receive an HCS t-shirt to wear for field trips, chapels and other 
activities. All elementary students will receive a shirt in the fall, no need to order!  Middle School students are given 
the option to order one free of charge and parents, if you want to order a theme t-shirt for yourself, there is a cost 
of $5.00 each. To order a 2021-2022 HCS Theme T-Shirt for a middle school student or family member, fill out this 
form by June 4. 

HCS Walkathon Pledges are due May 21 
We are thankful for the HCS Community working together to raise a record $140,000 at the Walkathon!  We want 
to remind you that all remaining Walkathon pledges are due this Friday, May 21.  Please remember to return your 
pledge form, envelope, and all money due.  Thank you again for your tremendous support.  

Moms in Prayer 
Thanks be to our Savior, Jesus Christ, that we can approach our Father God’s throne with confidence to seek and 
activate His good and pleasing will through the empowerment of the Holy Spirit.  You are welcome to join other 
moms in simple, conversational prayer based on God’s Word for HCS staff, teachers, and your children.  Moms in 
Prayer meets at HCS Fridays 8:00 – 9:00 a.m., and we alternate meetings between the elementary and middle 
school buildings. This week, May 21, we will meet in the preschool parent lounge at the elementary, and we will be 
praying specifically for all of our office staff and leadership team. Please sign in at the office and wear a mask while 
in the building. Hope to see you there! 

Unity Busing 
Parents who utilize Unity busing, please refer to the email sent by Doug VanderPloeg regarding busing for the rest 
of the school year.  

HPS Transportation Needs Your Help  
In preparing our school bus routing program for the 21-22 school year, the transportation department needs your 
help in supplying the busing needs for your children.  Please use this LINK to fill out the bus information for each of 
your children. Any questions about the survey or Hudsonville Public busing can be directed to: Rob Matthews, HPS 
Transportation Director. 

2021 Summer TRIP Schedule 
● May 31: Memorial Day – NO TRIP 
● June 7: TRIP 4:30pm – 6:00pm 
● June 14: TRIP 4:30pm – 6:00pm 
● June 21: NO TRIP 
● June 28: TRIP 4:30pm – 6:00pm 
● July 5: Holiday – NO TRIP 
● July 12: TRIP 4:30pm – 6:00pm 
● July 19: TRIP 4:30pm – 6:00pm 
● July 26: NO TRIP 
● August 2: TRIP 4:30pm – 6:00pm 
● August 9: TRIP 4:30pm – 6:00pm 
● August 16: TRIP 4:30pm – 6:00pm 
● August 23: NO TRIP 
● August 30: TRIP 4:30pm – 6:00pm 
● September 6: Labor Day – NO TRIP 
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Quarantine rules reduced to recommendations 
Ottawa County announced on 5/7/2021, that quarantine rules for students have been reduced to recommendations 
after the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) shifted authority to county-level health 
officers, effective May 5, 2021. While the OCDPH recommends quarantine for all students identified as close 
contacts, Ottawa County health officials will not enforce quarantine for a student unless they are identified as 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Ay7xuiPZZ4UI36HKYLp7Pbp8XElQKw79eGwbtppUPQo/edit
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a close contact of a household member who has tested positive for COVID-19 OR a close contact of an 
identified outbreak OR are themselves symptomatic.  In these cases, there is a great risk for transmission. 

Per this change in quarantine rules reduced to a recommendation, Hudsonville Christian School students who are 
currently in quarantine may attend in-person learning and participate in extracurricular activities, effective 
immediately, unless they are a close contact with a COVID-19 case in their household or are in quarantine 
as part of an outbreak.  

HCS will still notify you if your child is identified as a close contact to a positive case. You as a parent can then 
decide if you want your child to quarantine for 10 days. You may refer to the email sent to you on 5/7/2021 for more 
information.  

It is important that you still notify Mary Broene, HCS COVID-19 liaison, of any positive cases or close 
contact situations. Also, if you have any questions feel free to connect with her. You can connect with her via 
email (mbroene@4hcs.org), text (616.550.6607), or phone call (616.550.6607). 
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Parking Lot Reminder    
Parent Parking and Drop Off/Pick Up Area - The parent parking area and drop off/pick up location is the circle drive 
off Oak Street between the west and east elementary campuses. Parents may line up around this loop along the 
walkway to drop off or pick up their students. Please do not park on the curb by the flagpoles, and please do not 
double park in the loop. If you do park in a parking spot to drop off or pick up your student, please walk your 
student across the parking lot so they are not walking alone in front of other traffic. 

Kids’ Corner Closing Early May 21 
On Friday, May 21, we have a scheduled early release.  Kids’ Corner will be closing at 12:00 p.m. that afternoon in 
order for staff to have Professional Development training.   

Kids’ Corner is hiring!    
Kids’ Corner is looking for energetic people who love God and enjoy working with His children.  We are looking to 
fill some school day and after school shifts.  Kids’ Corner is open from 7:00 a.m. - 5:45 p.m. so there is flexibility in 
scheduling.    Please contact Julie Moes at jmoes@4hcs.org if you are interested or have any questions!  
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Chapel 
All elementary students will participate in a livestream chapel from their classrooms each Friday at 10:00. We 
welcome you to join us for chapel through the livestream link or recorded link that will be shared.  

Number/Day Schedule 

Hot Lunch 
The May/June Menu and other information on the elementary Hot Lunch program provided by JenHud Food 
Service can be found on the JenHud Food Service website.  

5th Grade Band & Orchestra Concert 
5th grade band and orchestra will be performing an in-person concert on Thursday, June 3, 7:00 pm, in the HCS 
Elementary West gym.  Each student will be allowed two guests to attend the concert.  Please mark this date on 
your calendar.  The concert will be livestreamed as well.  

Summer Art Camp  
Summer Art Camp will be held August 2-5 at the elementary school for students entering the 4th-5th grade. The 
morning session is 9:00- 11:00 and the afternoon session is 12:00-2:00. The cost is $80 a student and covers all 
supplies and a snack. During the summer art camp, we will be exploring different ideas with clay, sculpture, 

May 18 - #4 May 19 - #1 May 20 - #2 May 21 - Early 
Release

May 24- #3 May 25 - #4

https://www.jenhudfood.org/images/Menus/Elementary/May-June_2021_Elementary_Menu.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/


weaving, painting and more! Registration forms can be found outside the front office. Contact Mark Randall at 
mrandall@4hcs.org with any additional questions.  

Library Books 
Please look around your house for misplaced library books. All books need to be returned by Friday, June 4. Thank 
you for helping your child return their books.  

Lost and Found  
Our elementary lost and found is located in the main office lobby. Please stop by when you are at school and 
remind your child to check out the items to see if anything belongs to them. Items not claimed by the end of the 
school year will be donated.  

!  

Chapel 
Chapel continues at the middle school on Tuesday and Thursday mornings! We are sorry that parents are unable 
to attend our chapels at this time and look forward to when that will again be an option.  In the meantime, we 
welcome you to join us through the recorded link that will be shared on our website for these chapels.  

● Thursday, May 20: Praise Team lead from Thornapple Covenant church, leads chapel  
● Tuesday, May 25: Praise Team singing Chapel, leads chapel 

Hot Lunch  
Hot Lunch this Wednesday, May 19 is Pizza Ranch Pizza (Cheese or Bacon) for $2.00 each slice.   Other items 
available:  a can of pop or Gatorade $.50 each (limit 1) and assorted bag chips $.50 each. 

Band, Choir, Orchestra - End of Year Concert Plans 
Plans are being finalized for the end of the year concerts for our talented middle school musical groups! 

For choir/orchestra:  May 20 located at Fair Haven Ministries.  This concert will be split to accommodate the 
attendance policies of Fair Haven.  We will be able to have two tickets per student, and we will be asking 
attendees to leave in between shows.  Attendees will be required to wear masks.  We ask all parents and students 
of the upcoming show to wait in the foyer area quietly until the concert prior is completed and families are able to 
exit the sanctuary.  All students will warm up and get set up directly on stage for your concert 

6th grade Orchestra and Choir begins at 6:30pm and will have a call time of 6:15pm.   
7th grade Choir begins at 7:00pm; arrive at Fair Haven by 6:55pm.  
8th grade Choir and 7th/8th Orchestra begins at 7:30pm; arrive  at Fair Haven by 7:25pm.  

For band:  May 27 located at the West Gym at the elementary school.  This concert will begin at 7:00pm and will 
have a call time of 6:40 for 6th-8th grade bands.  We will be able to accommodate two tickets per student to be 
able to attend this concert.  Attendees will be required to wear masks.   

We look forward to being able to end the year with these concerts as these groups have worked very hard all year!   

Parents of Grade 8 students 
Plans are being finalized for the 8th grade graduation ceremony for your son/daughter!  Our graduation date is 
Wednesday, June 9 at 7:00 p.m.  The current plans are to use the athletic field at Unity Christian High School for 
our graduation ceremony.  Parents, please check your email for additional information about graduation and other 
end of the school year items for your grade 8 students.  

Some graduation reminders: 
We would like to keep the graduation fairly informal. Decisions about clothing remain with you as parents, and 
should not be made by your son/daughter alone.  As this event will be outside, please consider that as well when 
thinking about clothing choices.  From past experience, it is best to have clothing that can be worn for occasions 
other than graduation; a guideline for dress for both young ladies and young men is to wear their “Sunday best.” 
Please, together as parent and student, select clothing that is appropriate for the age, modesty, and dignity of the 
event. (From previous events, we can report most boys wear dress/good pants or khakis with a shirt and tie; girls 
wear a variety of dress and/or skirt outfits. For girls we like to remind you this is not a “prom” or dance event. (A 
reminder -  it is often quite windy at Unity’s athletic field.) ALSO, comfortable shoes are suggested as they will be 
walking up and down bleacher steps and sitting in the bleachers.  



Graduation Day – Practice and Ceremony 
● Students may take normal transportation to school as we will be taking attendance in our 

homerooms at the usual start of the day before departing for graduation practice. 
● Practice will take place at the UNITY CHRISTIAN football/soccer field at 48th Ave. 
● Students will need to be picked up by parents at the UNITY FIELD 10:30 a.m. 
● Students arrive at Unity at 6:45 p.m. 
● The Graduation Ceremony will commence at 7:00 p.m. at the Unity Field. 

A couple of further details: We ask you to bring your outdoor chairs (camp chairs) as your close family 
(immediate family, grandparents) will be sitting in the grass together with your family units while the 
graduates will be in the bleachers/stage.   

Uniforms, Library books, school property items 
Parents, please take a few moments with your middle school student this week to check your homes for things that 
NEED TO BE RETURNED TO SCHOOL. 

● Make sure that all team uniforms are washed and returned to school after the final use for each season. 
● All middle school media center library books must be returned by Friday, May 28.  Please make sure your 

son/daughter does not have any overdue books and/or fines due in our library. 
● Any band, choir or orchestra music or books that belong to the school should be returned to the group 

director as soon as possible. 
● It is VERY HELPFUL if you do a check of home lockers, bedrooms, desks, etc. to see if there are any other 

borrowed items OR classroom books from school that were used for homework, projects, games, etc. that 
can now be returned before the saff leave for the summer break.. 

Save yourself a trip back to school this summer to return any of these items!  Thanks for your time and help! 

Lost and Found  
Our middle school lost and found is located in the office lobby entrance. Please stop by when you are at school 
and remind your child to check out the items to see if anything belongs to them. Items not claimed by the end of 
the school year will be donated.   

!  

Volunteers for Next School Year 
Thank you to everyone who has signed up to volunteer next year! We have almost 70% of all volunteer needs 
filled! If you haven't had a chance to sign up, or have questions about the number of points required, check out the 
links on the Parent's Club Board webpage. https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/parents/parents-club/ 

Hudsonville Community Fair Volunteering 
If you are looking for a way to knock out a bunch of points in just one day, consider signing up for an afternoon or 
evening shift with the Fair! The "Person-in-Charge" role is 15 points and includes providing supervision and 
support to the other HCS fair booth volunteers. Training is provided. Check out this sign-up link for more 
information about this role, or to see what other Fair volunteer positions are still available!  
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Cross-train Volleyball 
Cross-train Volleyball will be offering small group volleyball lessons throughout the summer for girls entering 6-10th 
grade.  Lessons will be 90 minutes long and will focus on a variety of skills including passing, setting, serving, 
hitting, and blocking. Lessons are led by Hope Hoezee. Those interested will form their own group of 4-8 girls and 
contact crosstrainvb@gmail.com for information on how to sign up. Group price minimum is $50 for four girls; 
groups containing 5-8 players will have an additional $15 per player (for example: 8 girls=$110). Signups will begin 
on May 27 and payment will be due at signup. The first round of lessons will be offered in the East Gym on June 
14, 15, and 16 from 11:00-12:30pm and 12:30-2:00pm.  Groups can sign up for 1 or more lessons as each lesson 
will be group specific.  Additional lessons will be offered on other dates throughout the summer. Please contact 
crosstrainvb@gmail.com for more information.   

Unity Summer Sports Camps  
Registration for Unity Christian Summer Sports Camps is now open!  We offer summer camps for students ages 3 
years to 12th grade in a variety of sports.  The schedule of camps and  registration link are available at http://

https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/parents/parents-club/
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www.unitychristianathletics.org/main/campsclinics.   Because our registration began later this year and some 
camps begin the week of June 14, we ask that you please register and pay by June 7.  Feel free to contact Unity’s 
Athletic Office at 669-1820 or athletics@unitychristian.org with any questions you may have! 

Unity Christian Youth Football for Grades 3 – 8 
Registration for Unity Christian Youth Football is now open!  We will again have a 3rd/4th grade team(s), a 5th/6th 
grade team(s), a 7th grade team, and an 8th grade team.  Practices will begin on August 16 for 3rd – 6th grades and 
August 23 for 78ers. Click HERE for more information or to register. Feel free to contact Unity’s Athletic Office at 
669-1820 or athletics@unitychristian.org with any questions you may have! 

Jenison Hudsonville Food Service is Hiring 
Jenison Hudsonville Food Service is currently hiring permanent and substitute food service positions including food 
server at Hudsonville Christian Elementary! Apply online at JPSonline.org or click the link here. 

Hudsonville Community Education  
HPS is pleased to offer a variety of activities for your family this summer. Click HERE for information and to 
register! !  

Summer Skills Books 
Prevent the summer slide and give kids more confidence! Summer Skills books are designed to help sharpen their 
knowledge and review what they have learned as they prepare for the next school year.  These grade level books 
include two different series (math and language arts) for students from pre-k through high school. In just a few 20–
30-minute sessions a week, students can reinforce previously learned academic skills without additional screen 
time. Visit their website for more information! https://www.summerskills.com/parent-info/. 

Double Up Food Bucks  
You can now get up to $50 in FREE produce through the Double Up Food Bucks program when you make 
purchases with your Bridge Card or Pandemic EBT student food benefits at participating Farmers Markets.   
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May 21	 Early Release at 11:10

May 24-28	 Last Week of Preschool 

May 27	 6th-8th Grade Band Concert 

May 31	 Memorial Day

June 1-4	 8th Grade Exams and Faith Journey Projects

June 3	 5th Grade Band and Orchestra Concert 

June 4-10	 Limited Busing AM & PM 

June 7	 8th Grade Class Trip

June 9	 8th Grade Graduation

June 9	 6th grade service project

June 10	 Last day of School (full day)

June 11	 Teacher Day; Report Cards Posted
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! Kids’ Corner Handbook 
! Preschool (3School/4School/NB 4School) Handbook 
! Middle School Handbook 
! HCS Parent Handbook 
! Elementary Hot Lunch - JenHud Food Service  
! HCS Parents’ Club 
! Parents’ Club Volunteer Opportunities 
! Parents’ Club Volunteer Sign-up Links (2021-2022)  
! Kids’ Corner Enrollment Form 2021-2022 
! Kids’ Corner Online Enrollment 2021-2022 
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