
 

September 14, 2021 

This past week our 3 School and 4 School students got to attend Visit Day and get a feel for school.  It was so 
fun to see the little ones walk through the door—some with backpacks bigger than them!  I couldn’t help but 
smile thinking of them getting their first taste of school. 
  
As the 3 Schoolers sat in their classroom, they read a book called God Loves Me More Than That.  The book 
explains that Gods’ love is deeper than an ocean, wider than a prairie, higher than a spaceship, and bigger than 
an elephant.  What a beautiful truth.  As parents we love our children SO much.  Yet, God’s love for them is 
even greater!  Our prayer for each of our students is that they will know and experience God’s deep, high, wide, 
and great big love this year. 
  
After the book was read, each 3 Schooler got to reach their hand into the mystery box and pull out a gold coin.  
Their teachers explained that the gold coin represents a piece of treasure at the bottom of the deep ocean they 
just read about.  They too are a treasure and God loves each of them so much!   
  
What a gift and privilege to teach these students about God’s love.  As we enter the year, we think of Jesus’ 
words, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such 
as these.” Matthew 19:14 
  
Praising God for the gift of teaching these little ones this year! 

 
Julie Moes 
Early Childhood Director 

 

Early Release 
This Friday, September 17 is an early release day, with dismissal at 11:10 a.m.  Our staff will be engaged in 
valuable professional development during this afternoon. Hudsonville Public buses will run as normal but 
students riding Unity buses will need to arrange for transportation home. 

Septemberfest 
Septemberfest Arts and Crafts Show will be held this Saturday from 9am – 3pm at the Hudsonville Fairgrounds. 
Come shop over 150 vendors and plan to stay for lunch.  VIP tickets are available for purchase at our 
elementary main office and online. They are $7 if bought in the office or $7.50 online. Online tickets can be 
found on our Facebook page - Septemberfest Arts and Craft Show. VIP tickets include early entry into our show 
at 8:15am on September 18, 2021 at the Hudsonville Fairgrounds. It will also include a tote bag full of goodies 
along with vendor coupons. You will not want to miss out on this amazing offer! 

Moms in Prayer 
The Moms in Prayer groups meet at HCS on Fridays, 8:00-9:00 a.m., and we alternate between the elementary 
and middle school buildings each week.  We bring praise, thanksgiving, and petitions to God for HCS staff, 
teachers, and students, including our own children, in simple conversational and confidential prayer.  Come 
pray with us when you can, both voiced prayers and silent prayers are welcome!  Our first meeting of the new 
school year will be this Friday, Sept. 17 in the Preschool Lounge at the Elementary School. Please check in at 
the main office.  See you there! 



School Pictures 
Elementary school pictures will be taken on September 22 & 23. Middle School students will have their pictures 
taken on September 24. An order form will be coming home with students this week. Please be sure to return 
the envelope - even if you don’t plan to purchase any photos. The schedule for pictures is as follows: 

Wednesday, September 22- M/W 3 School,  M/W 4 School,  Nature Based 4 School, M/W/F Y5s, Grade 3, 
Grade 4, Grade 5. 
Thursday, September 23- T/Th 3 School, T/Th(F) 4 School, Nature Based 4 School, T/TH/F Y5s, Kindergarten, 
Grade 1, Grade 2.  
Friday September 24- Grade 6, Grade 7, Grade 8  
Additional information on pictures will be coming home with students soon. 

Grade Posting and Report Cards 
Grades and report cards will again be posted on the FACTS RenWeb program for all students in Y5-Grade 8.  
Students in these grades will not be receiving paper report cards.  Parents can log in periodically to check on 
their child’s progress (in RenWeb) and also homework (middle school only; on HCS website).  If you have 
forgotten your username OR if you need to obtain a user name and instructions, please contact Steve 
Schnyders at the elementary at sschnyders@4hcs.org or Terry Steenstra at the middle school at 
tsteenstra@4hcs.org.  Grades will be visible as soon as teachers enter them into their grade books, therefore, 
postings are available any time for parents to check.  Official report card dates are November 5, January 28, 
March 31, and June 9 (only January and June for Y5’s and K). 

Faith Campaign 
Our 2021 Faith Campaign kicks off today! The goal of the Faith Campaign is to provide for excellent facilities, 
upkeep, and maintenance here at school, and also to help keep tuition affordable (sliding scale) and for tuition 
assistance needs that have risen.  Please give this important campaign your prayerful consideration.  Thank 
you! 

5th and 6th Grade Robotics 
5th and 6th Grade Robotics is getting started at HCS for the very first time. Our school will be participating with 
Jenison, Hudsonville and Grandville in a West Michigan VEX League. The season runs from late September 
until December 11 and may go longer if a team qualifies for post season play. Teams will meet one night per 
week at the elementary. We will need many parents to help coach, so if your child is interested, please consider 
helping with a team. The number of coaches limits the number of students who can be involved. No prior 
robotics knowledge is necessary. Click the VEX IQ Season Information - Link to read more and find the 
registration document. Email questions to sspotts@4hcs.org. 

2021-2022 Theme Shirts 
We have a limited number of HCS Theme shirts (youth and adult sizes) that are available for purchase for $5.00 
each. Please contact Cindy Palmbos cpalmbos@4hcs.org if you are interested. 
  

 

Early Childhood Forms  
Just a reminder to bring in your forms for preschool - the green health form, student information form, MI 
Information Sheet, Handbook form, and a birth certificate. 

 

Chapel 
This Friday grades 3-5 will gather for chapel from 10:00-10:25 AM. in the east gym. Parents are welcome to join 
us! 

Hot Lunch  
Information on the Elementary Hot Lunch program provided by JenHud Food Service and the current menu can 
be found on the JenHud Food Service website.  

mailto:sschnyders@4hcs.org
mailto:tsteenstra@4hcs.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Uxxa4S7BSo64mNgXVvpM2rR7RLTebDAZZAGzeCXc2oQ/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:cpalmbos@4hcs.org
https://www.jenhudfood.org/images/Menus/Elementary/August_September_2021_Elementary_Menu.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/


5th Grade Band & Orchestra 
Yesterday (Monday, Sept. 13) the 5th graders were presented with a musical instrument demonstration by Mr. 
Knot (Band) and Mrs. Jager (orchestra).  Later this week, students will have the opportunity to try several 
musical instruments that look interesting to them.  Students will be sent home with information about being in 
Band or Orchestra following this meeting.  Students and parents planning to participate in Band or Orchestra 
should plan to attend an introductory meeting on Tuesday, Sept. 21, at 6:30 pm. Look for an email from Mr. Knot 
(bknot@4hcs.org) & Mrs. Jager (sjager@4hcs.org) forwarded from your child's homeroom teacher with more 
information about this exciting opportunity.   

MAP Testing 
Students in grades 1-5 will take part in MAP testing from September 20 - October 8.  The results from these 
tests are important, so please avoid appointments and having your child out of school on these scheduled 
testing days and encourage them to do their best.  Thank you!   

Mothers of 5th Grade Girls 
Save the night of Tuesday, October 5 to attend the 5th Grade Girls Sex Ed. night with your daughter. An 
informational letter will be sent home with details.  

 
Hot Lunch  
Someone has volunteered as a Hot Lunch co-lead so we can now plan on a Hot Lunch program for this 
2021-22 year.  Hot lunch will begin on Wednesday, October 6.  Those of you who are signed up to serve on Hot 
Lunch teams should be watching for a schedule to be emailed out in the next week or so. 

PE Shirts  
PE shirts will be ordered this week.  If you are still interested in one for your child, this is your last opportunity to 
order. The cost for PE shirts will remain at $6.00 each for this school year.   Please be sure to return your order 
form and payment to school soon!  Thank you for your cooperation. 

Student Drop-off and Bus Loop Information 
Please refer to this very important information in the Hudsonville Christian School Parent Handbook. Your 
cooperation with this traffic pattern is very important for the safety of our students, staff and parents.   

● NO VEHICLES – except buses – are to use the circle drive in front of school from 7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m. 
and from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. on school days. 

● The student loading area for those students being dropped off and/or picked up by vehicles other than 
buses is on the east side of the middle school building. 

● All other traffic will enter and exit at the east driveway on Van Buren Street.  This drive will be two-way. 
When dropping off or picking up students, please pull as far forward as possible to the corner/south end 
of the sidewalk along the parking lot. This helps keep the traffic flow moving.   

● Parents may NOT drop their children off on the south side of Van Buren in front of school.  
● NEW this year! A 3rd lane has been added to the parent drive! So, the middle lane will be used for 

turning left out of the parent drive and the far right lane for turning right. Hopefully this will make exiting 
more efficient!  

School Pictures 
All middle school students will be having school pictures taken next week Friday, September 24 during 
school and beginning at 8:00 a.m.  All students will bring home school picture ordering packets today.  PLEASE 
be sure that if you wish to order pictures, this envelope is completed and your check is enclosed and brought 
back to school on Friday morning, September 24. 

Grade 8 Student Yearbook Photos - A letter will be attached to your students photo order envelope with all the 
information relating to 8th grade photos.  It is extremely important that you read this letter carefully!  If you have 
any questions, please feel free to contact Sue Courson (scourson@4hcs.org) or call the middle school office at 
669-7487. 

Calculators  
All middle school students are required to have the Texas Instruments TI-30X IIS calculator by September 8 for 
use at school in their math classroom.  We currently DO NOT have any of these calculators available for sale in 
the school office. You should find and purchase this calculator at area retailers. 

mailto:scourson@4hcs.org


Student Appointments 
Please avoid scheduling appointments for your child during class time as they miss important instruction. This is 
particularly challenging when they are absent from Core 2 classes since those classes only meet 2 days a 
week.  You can view your child’s schedule in our RenWeb system.  There will be MAP testing happening this 
week that is important for students to be here for.  

 

Unity Christian Tailgater 
Join us on Friday, September 17 from 5 – 6:30 p.m. at the UC Tailgater!  It will be held prior to the varsity 
football game against Allendale and will take place in the parking lot of Hudsonville’s football stadium at Baldwin 
Middle School.  The tailgater is $5 per person, and the menu will include pulled pork, chips, coleslaw, potato 
salad, baked beans, apples, dessert, and a drink.  Tickets for the tailgater meal must be purchased in advance, 
and will be available at the September 2 home varsity football game at Jenison or at Unity’s office during school 
hours September 9 – 14.  Bring your chairs and enjoy great fellowship with the UC community! 

Unity Christian Mum Sale 
The 2nd Annual Mum Sale will run from September 3-17, 2021.  Please connect to the COGNITO Mum sale 
form Mum Sale  to place your order. Size and quantities are limited. Pick up will be on Tuesday, September 21, 
at Hudsonville Reformed Church from 6:30-8:30pm. All proceeds will go towards the senior class Graduation 
After Party. 

Post Family Farm Employment Opportunity 
Post Family Farm in Hudsonville is looking to hire energetic ADULTS for seasonal work this fall (September and 
October).  Opportunities include donut making, leading school tour groups and tractor hayride driving.  These 
opportunities are available from early morning to evening, Monday-Saturday. Donut making involves working 
with several others in our bakery making donuts, filling orders and running the cash register.  Tour guides take a 
group of children, teachers and parents around the farm. This does include the pleasure of driving a tractor. All 
training is provided. After school and festival workers may work in donuts, office, admissions or drive tractor to 
and from the pumpkin patch.  No previous experience is required for any position.  Work days and hours are 
very flexible to fit your schedule.  Please contact Julie at Post Family Farm, if you have any interest in working 
in a fun, farm atmosphere. Phone – 616/669-1964, email – tours@postfamilyfarm.com. 

Children’s Clothing and Toy Sale 
The Heritage Christian School Fall Children's Clothing and Toy Sale will be held on Saturday, October 2, from 
9am to 12:00. Items for sale include infant to teen clothing, winter gear, snow boots, outdoor/indoor toys, books, 
games, shoes, baby equipment, maternity, and more. Delicious baked goods are also for sale! Located in the 
large gym at Heritage Christian at 6340 Autumn Dr., Hudsonville. Hope to see you there! 

 

September 14 New Family Event 
September 13-17 Preschool Begins 
September 17  Early Release  
September 18 Septemberfest 
September 21 5th grade Band & Orchestra meeting 
September 22-23  School Pictures - Elem 
September 24     School Pictures - Middle 
October 5     5th Girls Sex Ed. Night 
October 5 & 7  6th grade Dunes Trip 
October 20     MS Fall Fitness Feat 
October 21-22     CEA Convention  (No school for students) 
October 25 Limited busing AM & PM 
October 26  6/7/8 Band & Orchestra Concert in west gym 
October 29      End of First 9 Weeks 

https://www.cognitoforms.com/UnityChristianHighSchool5/UnityChristianHighSchoolMumSale


 
  

● School Calendar – 2021-2022 
● HCS Parent Handbook  – 2021-2022 
● Middle School Handbook – 2021-2022 
● Preschool (3 School, 4 School and NB 4 School) Handbook – 2021-2022 
● Kids’ Corner Parent Handbook – 2021-2022 
● TRIP Order Form 
● TRIP On Demand Form 
● Jen-Hud Food Service Information 
● Elementary Hot Lunch Deposit Slips 
● Fall Prayer Calendar 

https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2021-2022-calendar-Approved.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/MS-Student_Parent-Handbook-21-22.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2021-22-Preschool-Handbook.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Kids-Corner-Parent-handbook-2021-2022.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Order-Form-20210329.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/TOD-Form-20210419.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15&catid=2&Itemid=101
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Deposit-Slip.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Prayer-Calendar-for-HCS-Fall.pdf

