
 

September 28, 2021 

The crowds had gathered. A community drew together, surrounding Jesus, to hear his words. He hopped in a 
boat so the people could see and hear what he had to say. Jesus told a parable that spoke to their everyday 
experience, filling their minds with sights, sounds, smells, and feelings of which they were intimately familiar.  

The parable of the sower, as told in Matthew 13, is really more about the dirt than the sower himself. Every 
year, farmers would spend hours preparing the soil for the seeds in hopes that they would flourish. Like all 
parables, this story of everyday experiences is packed with heavenly meaning. The sower is God and the seed 
is His Word and the different soils demonstrate how our hearts receive God’s Word. As we think about the soils, 
we are challenged to ask ourselves: 
   

Am I allowing the Word to take root in my life? 
Are there thorns that I need to cut out of my life so the Word may bear fruit?  
Am I willing to do the hard things God’s Word is asking me to do? 
What’s God asking me to do next to produce a harvest? 

On Friday, September 17, a crowd of HCS teachers and staff gathered in the afternoon. A community eager to 
challenge minds and lives for Christ. A community that asks, “How’s my dirt?” and is committed to being rooted 
in God’s Word in order to take the next step of obedience. Every year, it is a joy and a privilege for us as 
teachers and staff to prepare the soil of our students’ hearts to receive God’s Word with the hopeful expectation 
that they will flourish and bear much fruit. Thank you for inviting us to partner with you in transforming the world 
for Jesus Christ through the lives of your children! 

To God be the Glory! 

!  

Katie VanTil 
Nurturing Faith Coordinator 

!  

Student Drop-off and Pick-up 
Hudsonville Christian continues to strive for the safety of our students with accountability of our visitors.   If 
parents need to enter the building for pick up or drop off purposes, we ask that they enter the building through 
the main offices (middle school, elementary, and early childhood).  

Family Fun Night 
The Family Fun Night Committee is pleased to announce that Family Fun Night is back like never before! This 
Harvest Family Fun event will be on Saturday, October 16 from 3:00 to 5:00 PM on the north side of the 
elementary building. This FREE event will offer a bounce house, games, food and a fun way to fellowship!  

Please consider helping make this event possible by volunteering to serve food or run a game -  Harvest Family 
Fun Sign Up. This event cannot happen without the help of our awesome parents and HCS community 
supporters! 

We are once again asking for donations from you!  Please bring the following to the elementary main connector 
by Friday, October 15. 

● Kindergarten - Grade 3: One or more boxes of cereal 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0949a4aa2da3fc1-harvest
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0949a4aa2da3fc1-harvest


● Grades 4-8: 12 pack of pop  
There will also be a basket available in the main office at the elementary if you would like to participate in 
donating towards this fun day. Contact Jenni Walters with questions. Come celebrate a great start to the school 
year at Harvest Family Fun! 

Parent/Teacher Conferences  
Parent/Teacher Conferences are scheduled for November 9 & 11 for students in Young 5s - 8th Grade. Forms 
will be sent home this week. Please return the sheet to school no later than Friday, October 8.  You will be 
notified of your conference time(s) by mail in three to four weeks. School will be in session regular hours on 
both conference days.  There will be no school for 3 School through 8th Grade on Friday, November 12. Thank 
you! 	

Yearbook Order 
Now is the time to order the HCS yearbook for your student!  Orders are taken now for the all-color yearbook 
that students will receive in May 2022.  The cost is $20 per yearbook and you must purchase it online through 
Herff-Jones at www.YearbookOrderCenter.com.  You must enter our school order number that is 3469.  Please 
note that you must order online by Tuesday, November 2. 

Substitute Teaching at HCS 
We would love to add to our substitute teacher list! If you are interested in being a substitute teacher for 
Hudsonville Christian School, please submit a resume with your information to Devon Brinks, Superintendent.  

Moms in Prayer 
Moms in Prayer invites you to have a profound impact on your children and HCS by praying specifically with 
other moms each Friday. This week we will be meeting in the parent lounge at the elementary building, 
8:00-9:00 a.m. Please check in at the main office. We will be focused on praying for the staff and students in 
our Young 5s and Kindergarten classes this week.  See you there! 

Join Us for the Foundation Dinner  
Please plan to join us on Monday, November 1 for the annual HCS Foundation Dinner held at the Pinnacle 
Center in Hudsonville.  We look forward to gathering with the HCS community in support of Christian Education 
and all God has done and will continue to do at HCS!  Invitations and information on opportunities to become a 
business sponsor and/or table host will be coming out soon.  Mark this date on your calendar and plan to join 
us! 

Faith Campaign 
Our 2021 Faith Campaign is underway!  The goal of the Faith Campaign is to provide for excellent facilities, 
upkeep, and maintenance here at school, and also helps keep tuition affordable and offers tuition assistance 
needs. Please give this important campaign your prayerful consideration as we rely on God's provision through 
the HCS community to raise our goal of $250,000. We are happy to be able to provide an easy way to give your 
gift! Click HERE to give your gift securely on our website today.   Thank you! 

Direct your Dollars 
Thank you for saving your Family Fare/Spartan receipts. Please bring them to the elementary office or to the 
Bin/drawer located across from the elementary kitchen. This is a great way to raise money for our school! 

Volunteer Opportunity 
Periodically we could use some office help stuffing and sealing mailers. If you would be interested in 
volunteering in this way for an hour or so from time to time please contact Rachel Landstra. 

!  

Chapel 
This Friday students in preschool-2nd grade will gather in the east gym for chapel from 10:00-10:25 AM. 
Parents are welcome to join us and may enter through the kitchen doors.  

Hot Lunch  
The September Menu & the October Menu  as well as other information on the Elementary Hot Lunch Program 
provided by JenHud Food Service can be found on the JenHud Food Service website.  

mailto:jenniwalters@sbcglobal.net
http://www.yearbookordercenter.com/
mailto:dbrinks@4hcs.org
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/support/faith-campaign/
mailto:rlandstra@4hcs.org
https://www.jenhudfood.org/images/Menus/Elementary/August_September_2021_Elementary_Menu.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/images/Menus/Elementary/October_2021_Elementary_Menu.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/


Pokemon Cards  
Pokemon cards have become a source of distraction and issues for several students and it has taken away the 
spirit we are trying to foster during our break times at the elementary building. Because of this, we are asking 
that students leave their Pokemon cards at home instead of taking them to school. Thanks for your cooperation 
with this! 

Elementary Library Volunteer Needed  
Must love books! The elementary school is looking for a parent volunteer who is available Friday mornings 
(7:50-9:30) to help process and shelve books, as well as assist students and provide general support. School 
points are available for this position. Contact pcb@4hcs.org with questions or to sign up.  

Mothers of 5th Grade Girls 
Plan to attend the 5th Grade Girls Sex Ed. night with your daughter on Tuesday, October 5. An informational 
letter was sent home with details.  

!  

Hot Lunch News 
Thank you to the volunteers who have stepped up to serve lunch at the middle school! Hot lunch will begin on 
Wednesday, October 6. You will receive a menu for the entire school year later this week.  

Grade 6 Trips to Saugatuck Dunes 
Our Grade 6 students and staff will be taking their trips to the Saugatuck Dunes next week!  Two homerooms 
(6A Helms & 6B Huisman) will go on Tuesday, October 5 and two homerooms (6C Sietsema & 6D Schaap) will 
go on Thursday, October 7.  Information from the grade 6 teaching team will be sent home to parents - so 
parents, please be sure to watch for this information!  It is VERY important that students wear long sleeves and 
long pants as we are aware of ticks, mosquitoes, etc.  Please be in prayer in the upcoming days for safety, good 
weather and important learning about God’s amazing creation. 

School Pictures 
Grade 8 Student Yearbook Photos - All 8th grade photos must be submitted by October 29 at 3:00pm! If an 
alternative photo is not submitted the picture taken at school through Mcconomy Photography will be used.  If 
you have any questions, please feel free to contact Sue Courson (scourson@4hcs.org) or call the middle 
school office at 669-7487. 

!  

3 on 3 Basketball Tournament  
Heritage Christian School is hosting a 3 on 3 Basketball tournament for grades 3-8  on November 6, 2021. 
More info and a registration form can be found on their website, https://www.heritageprschool.com/ under 
forms.  

Children’s Clothing and Toy Sale 
The Heritage Christian School Fall Children's Clothing and Toy Sale will be held on Saturday, October 2, from 
9am to 12:00. Items for sale include infant to teen clothing, winter gear, snow boots, outdoor/indoor toys, books, 
games, shoes, baby equipment, maternity, and more. Delicious baked goods are also for sale! Located in the 
large gym at Heritage Christian at 6340 Autumn Dr., Hudsonville. Hope to see you there! 

Keys for Kids Celebration Dinner 
The Keys for Kids annual Celebration Dinner will be held on Thursday, October 7, 6:30 PM at the Pinnacle 
Center. Aaron Shust will be leading worship and the annual Impact Award will be presented to Dan and Gayle 
Hoven. For more information or to RSVP, visit keysforkids.org/dinner.  

!  

October 5  Brinks Family Meet & Greet 
October 5     5th Girls Sex Ed. Night 
October 5 & 7  6th grade Dunes Trip 
October 16 Harvest Family Fun Event 
October 20     MS Fall Fitness Feat 
October 21-22     CEA Convention  (No school for students) 

mailto:scourson@4hcs.org
https://www.heritageprschool.com/
http://keysforkids.org/dinner


October 25 Limited busing AM & PM 
October 26  6/7/8 Choir, Band & Orchestra Concert in west gym 
October 29      End of First 9 Weeks 
November 1-5 MS Spiritual Emphasis Week 
November 5      Report cards posted  
November 9, 11  Y5-8th Parent/Teacher Conferences 
November 12 Teacher Day (no school for students) 
November 24-26     Thanksgiving Break  (No school for students)   
December 3 Love Bazaar 
December 6 6/7/8 Choir, Band & Orchestra Concert at Fair Haven  
December 20-22 Limited busing AM & PM 
December 23       Christmas Break Begins (No school for students) 

!  
  

● School Calendar – 2021-2022 
● HCS Parent Handbook  – 2021-2022 
● Middle School Handbook – 2021-2022 
● Preschool (3 School, 4 School and NB 4 School) Handbook – 2021-2022 
● Kids’ Corner Parent Handbook – 2021-2022 
● TRIP Order Form 
● TRIP On Demand Form 
● Jen-Hud Food Service Information 
● Elementary Hot Lunch Deposit Slips 

https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2021-2022-calendar-Approved.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/HCS-Parent-Handbook-21-22-withOUT-maps.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/MS-Student_Parent-Handbook-21-22.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2021-22-Preschool-Handbook.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Kids-Corner-Parent-handbook-2021-2022.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Order-Form-20210329.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/TOD-Form-20210419.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15&catid=2&Itemid=101
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Deposit-Slip.pdf

