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October 26, 2021 
Who Am I? 

In retrospect I vividly remember 30 June 2020.  It was the day my identity changed dramatically.  After 47 years 
in Christian education, 36 of them in administration I retired.  I anticipated the day eagerly craving the freedom 
to pursue interests long delayed by a life full of work, good work, challenging work, rewarding work. I never 
anticipated or really thought about what might happen after 30 June except for pure bliss.  And then it 
happened.  My identity changed.  I was no longer Head of School, a position that was my job, my vocation, my 
calling as a servant of Christ.  It was a calling that I loved, at least 90% of it. 

I lived in a world of high school students conducting mock interviews for employment, intelligent discussions 
about how to improve school climate, and challenges to encourage healthy spiritual growth and development.  I 
loved my colleagues and knew them like siblings.  I thoroughly enjoyed the waffle brain thinking of middle 
school boys and the spaghetti minds of middle school girls where you pull on one strand and the whole bunch 
begins to untangle.  Beginning a career in middle school it became my sweet spot for some 11 years in Denver, 
CO.  I was always intrigued by the rapidly developing minds of elementary school students from totally literal 
concrete thinking into cognitive discussions that were playful yet so constructive. I was eternally grateful for 
talented Kindergarten teachers who worked masterfully in a world where I floundered. The world of 
organizational development, strategic planning, and visionary thinking floated my boat.  That all changed when I 
retired. Who was I?  Where did I belong?  What really was my new identity? 

14 months later I was made aware of an administrative opening for an interim position.  Without expectations I 
inquired. Newly appointed Superintendent Brinks seemed particularly eager about filling the position, 
understandably so since this occurred in August.   It was a deep dive into the unknown for Hudsonville Christian 
Middle School hiring this person with a waffling identity at best.  My wife and I knew it was the right thing to do 
and I accepted the position.  A good decision indeed! 

What has made it a good decision?  What have I found at HCMS?  After less than 8 weeks these are a few of 
the things I have discovered.  Walking into the building there is a welcoming spirit, an engagement with sincere 
and authentic interest in visitors as well as long-time employees.  Students easily offer a smile, a thank you at 
the close of a class time, and a commitment to peer friendship.  The energy of a middle school student body is 
palpable between classes.  Chapels are inspiring, designed for middle schoolers who know the expectations of 
respect and paying attention during the worship time.  Faculty and staff are deeply committed to the Christian 
educational challenge and support for students.  There is a cohesive community of faculty and staff that is 
vividly on display each day.  From solving algebraic equations to learning to play a ukulele and everything in 
between there are high expectations and when learning becomes difficult support is available. 

The words of Jeremiah 29:11 ring true again and again  “For I know the plans I have for you” declares the Lord, 
“to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”  (NIV)  God had an unanticipated 
plan now unfolding for me.  Thank you HCS for this wonderful opportunity. 
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Lance B. Engbers 
Middle School Interim Principal 
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Halloween 
The policy on Halloween at HCS is that we do nothing to support it in classroom activities or decorations.  

HCS Online Spirit Sale 
The online spirit sale is back and just in time for Christmas gifts! There are a handful of options for youth, men 
and women, including: sweatshirts, joggers, shirts and more. The HCS Christmas Spirit Store closes  
November 7. Happy spirit shopping! 

Report Cards 
The first nine-week marking period will end on Friday, October 29. Report cards will be posted to RenWeb on 
Friday, November 5 for students in 1st-8th grade. If you are not able to access the report card by computer or 
must have a hard copy, please call the elementary office at 669-6689 or middle school office at 669-7487.  If 
you experience problems or have questions about accessing this information through RenWeb, please contact 
Steve Schnyders at sschnyders@4hcs.org (elementary) or Terry Steenstra at tsteenstra@4hcs.org (middle 
school).   

Parent/Teacher Conferences  
Parent/Teacher Conferences are scheduled for November 9 & 11 for students in Young 5s - 8th Grade. There 
will not be childcare available.  You will be notified of your conference time(s) by mail. School will be in session 
regular hours on both conference days.  There will be no school for 3 School through 8th Grade on Friday, 
November 12. 	

Yearbook Order 
Now is the time to order the HCS yearbook for your student!  Orders are taken now for the all-color yearbook 
that students will receive in May 2022.  The cost is $20 per yearbook and you must purchase it online through 
Herff-Jones at www.YearbookOrderCenter.com.  You must enter our school order number that is 3469.  Please 
note that you must order online by Tuesday, November 2. 

Math Pentathlon is Back! 
Does your child enjoy playing games?  Students in grades 1-7 meet on Tuesdays from 3-4pm to learn games 
and develop problem-solving skills. Students of all math abilities are welcome. Payment and registration forms 
are due in the office by November 2. Student discounts available for parents volunteering as a coach. 
Registration and detailed information can be found here. Questions? Call Kim Honore’ 893-9197 or Jenn Velzen 
662-9558. 
  
Girls Volleyball Clinic  
We are excited to once again offer the Girls Volleyball Clinic for 3-8th grade girls on November 13, 20, and 
December 4.  3rd/4th grade: 8:30-10:00am, 5/6th grade: 10:00-11:30am,  7/8th grade: 11:45-1:15pm.  We will 
be focusing on individual skill development and match play.  Clinic will be located in the HCS West gym. 
Deadline to register is Wednesday, November 3. Please return the form with payment to the elementary office. 
Late registrations will be accepted, but a t-shirt is not guaranteed.  The clinic is hosted by Hope Hoezee, 
director of Cross-train Volleyball and varsity assistant for Unity Christian Volleyball. Please contact 
crosstrainvb@gmail.com with questions. 

Part-Time Custodian Needed 
HCS is searching for a part-time custodian (approximately 20 hours/week) to help with various maintenance 
and cleaning duties throughout the week.  Hours are flexible, but during the school day is preferred.  If 
interested and after prayerful consideration, please contact Superintendent Devon Brinks at dbrinks@4hcs.org. 

Moms in Prayer 
Find community, find purpose.  We are mothers who, together, bring all our concerns before our Heavenly 
Father. In prayer, we know that we are not alone and that gives us reassurance and hope. Let us stand with you 
in prayer for your children and for HCS.  This week Friday we will be meeting at the Middle School 8:00-9:00 
a.m. Check in at the main office and they will direct you where to go. We will be focused on praying for the staff 
and students in grades 5 and 6 this week.  See you there! 

https://hcschristmas2021webstore.itemorder.com/shop/sale/?saleCode=WCRW2
mailto:sschyders@4hcs.org
mailto:tsteenstra@4hcs.org
http://www.yearbookordercenter.com/
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Math-Pentathlon-Registration-Form-2122.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/HCSVolleyballClinic.2021.pdf
mailto:dbrinks@4hcs.org
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Chapel 
This Friday all elementary students will gather in the east gym for chapel from 10:00-10:25 AM. Parents are 
welcome to join us and may enter through the kitchen doors.  

Hot Lunch  
The October Menu & November Menu as well as other information on the Elementary Hot Lunch Program 
provided by JenHud Food Service can be found on the JenHud Food Service website.  

Love Bazaar 
Love Bazaar 2021 is on the calendar!!! That's right, the big day is December 3!! We are kicking off the great 
CHRISTmas Season with this fun day for the kids to shop for their families! Details will come home in 
November. If you signed up to volunteer this year, please check your email soon for important information 
regarding how your shift will look. Also, be sure to find a replacement if you are no longer able to fulfill your shift. 
HCS families, don't throw out your boxes of Wheaties, the Love Bazaar Committee will be collecting boxes of all 
sizes as well as gift bags, tissue paper and bubble wrap. Please drop them off in the big wrapped box by the 
main office. The Love Bazaar Committee wants to thank all who are volunteering to help this year! We are 
excited to celebrate this fun day with HCS!!! 
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Chapel 
● Tuesday, October 26: Dean Ritsema’s Homeroom will be leading Chapel 
● Thursday, October 28: Student Praise Team will be leading Chapel


6th, 7th and 8th Grade Band, Choir and Orchestra Concert 
The Band, Choir and Orchestra Concert is tonight! The 6th Grade Concert is at 6:30pm (arrive at 6:15)  and the 
7th/8th Concert will be at 7:30pm (arrive at 7:15).  This will be located at West Gym at the Elementary building. 
All students are asked to wear black pants/skirts, black shoes, and white solid tops. No holes in the pants. The 
livestream link is available for anyone who is unable to attend in person. 

Hot Lunch 
The hot lunch menu is available on our website. This week Wednesday, October 27  will be DJs Pizza ($2.00 
per slice)  Please Note this is different than noted on the Hot Lunch Schedule since Chick Fil A was 
served last week during the Fitness Feat. 

Donuts 
Donuts will be sold at break this Friday for $1.00.  Remind your student to bring money if they would like to 
purchase a donut.  The volunteers for this week Friday should arrive at 10:00 am (break from 10:07-10:27) - 
Dawn Hop, LaDawn Venema, Kelli Mulder, Cathy Rotman, Marie Rewa, Heather VanderWal. 
    
Spiritual Emphasis Week  
Spiritual Emphasis Week will be happening at the middle school next week November 1-November 5.  This year 
we will be focusing on John 8:31-32 and various other verses relating to our theme “The Lies we Believe and 
Replacing Them with God’s Truth.”   Please be in prayer for our school during this week!  

School Pictures 
Grade 8 Student Yearbook Photos - All 8th grade photos must be submitted by this Friday, October 29 at 
3:00pm! If an alternative photo is not submitted the picture taken at school through Mcconomy Photography will 
be used.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Sue Courson (scourson@4hcs.org) or call the 
middle school office at 669-7487. 
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JCS Fall Arts and Crafts Fest 
Jenison Christian School will be holding an arts and crafts fest on Saturday, November 6 from 9:00 am - 2:00 
pm at their school building, 7726 Graceland Drive. Original handmade crafts and baked goods will be available. 
Interested crafters please email craftshow@jenisonchristian.org  

https://www.jenhudfood.org/images/Menus/Elementary/October_2021_Elementary_Menu.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/images/Menus/Elementary/November_2021_Elementary_Menu.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/
https://vimeo.com/638159850/db28995a1f
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Hot-Lunch-Schedule-2021-22.pdf
mailto:scourson@4hcs.org
mailto:craftshow@jenisonchristian.org


Boys Saturday Basketball Program 
Unity Christian is pleased to offer a Saturday Basketball program for boys in grades 4 - 6.  This program will be 
held on November 20, December 4, 11, 18, and January 8.  Each session will teach fundamental basketball 
skills and provide team competition.  Fourth grade boys will meet from 9:00 – 10:00 a.m., and 5th/6th graders will 
meet from 10:15 – 11:45 a.m.  The cost to participate is $40 for 4th grade and $50 for 5th/6th grades, and the 
deadline to register is November 10.  Click HERE  for more information and an on-line registration link.  
Information can also be found at www.unitychristianathletics.org under the “Camps & Clinics” tab.  

Community Pig Roast To Go 
On November 13 you don’t have to worry about cooking! Come to Drenthe CRC, 6344 Adams St. Zeeland, and 
grab a warm dinner to go! Dinners will be pre-packaged in a serving size for 2 - the suggested donation for each 
2 person meal kit is $20. All meal kits will include pulled pork from a local farmer, dinner rolls, baked beans, 
pasta salad and a cookie to top it off! This fundraiser supports the families of Drenthe CRC who are enrolled in 
Christian Education. Thank you for the community support! 
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October 26  6/7/8 Choir, Band & Orchestra Concert in west gym 
October 29      End of First 9 Weeks 
November 1-5 MS Spiritual Emphasis Week 
November 5      Report cards posted  
November 9, 11  Y5-8th Parent/Teacher Conferences 
November 12 Teacher Day (no school for students) 
November 24-26     Thanksgiving Break  (No school for students)   
December 3 Love Bazaar 
December 6 6/7/8 Choir, Band & Orchestra Concert at Fair Haven  
December 20-22 Limited busing AM & PM 
December 23       Christmas Break Begins (No school for students) 
January 6  School Resumes 
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● School Calendar – 2021-2022 
● HCS Parent Handbook  – 2021-2022 
● Middle School Handbook – 2021-2022 
● Preschool (3 School, 4 School and NB 4 School) Handbook – 2021-2022 
● Kids’ Corner Parent Handbook – 2021-2022 
● TRIP Order Form 
● TRIP On Demand Form 
● Jen-Hud Food Service Information 
● Middle School Hot Lunch Schedule 
● Elementary Hot Lunch Deposit Slips

https://unitychristianathletics.org/main/campsclinics/
http://www.unitychristianathletics.org/
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2021-2022-calendar-Approved.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/HCS-Parent-Handbook-21-22-withOUT-maps.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/MS-Student_Parent-Handbook-21-22.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2021-22-Preschool-Handbook.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Kids-Corner-Parent-handbook-2021-2022.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Order-Form-20210329.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/TOD-Form-20210419.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15&catid=2&Itemid=101
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Hot-Lunch-Schedule-2021-22.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Deposit-Slip.pdf

