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November 9, 2021 

My personal devotions lately have been focused on the journey of faith, and how grace is the unifying bond 
among the body of Christ.  Although the body is made up of many parts, our identity “In Christ Alone” makes us 
one. Throughout every season, circumstance, or differing perspectives, as disciples of Christ we have a 
common faith, we receive a common grace, and we accept a common charge to extend this good news to 
others.   

I have come to think about grace as an invitation to accept but then also an opportunity to walk out.  I love the 
verse from Colossians 2:6 that says, “So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your 
lives in him.”  Walking in Grace is an invitation to lay aside the burdens that weigh us down, to set aside 
differences and give and receive the grace we didn’t deserve by extending it to others. It’s a beautiful 
opportunity to join together--In Christ Alone-- with hearts overflowing in obedience, service, repentance, and 
celebration!  I want to walk in grace because I don’t want to miss an opportunity to share with my neighbor or 
friend how amazing it is. I want to walk in grace because it draws me closer to the Father’s heart.  I want to walk 
in grace because Jesus has changed my life, and now I get to go and share Him with others.  How can we do 
this?  As we lean into Him, He promises to walk with us: “And He has said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, 
for power is perfected in weakness.’  Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the 
power of Christ may dwell in me.”  2 Corinthians 12:9.  
  
How wonderful it is to be part of the larger body that makes HCS special – the parents, community, teachers, 
and staff that all come together united in mission, walking in grace.  I pray that as we continue forward in the 
mission of Christian education that we find many ways to testify to His goodness as we stay united as partners 
in the mission of Christ-centered education. 

!  
Rachel Landstra 
Mission Advancement  
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Parent/Teacher Conferences  
Parent/Teacher Conferences are scheduled for this week Tuesday & Thursday for students in Young 5s - 8th 
Grade. There will not be childcare available.  School will be in session regular hours on both conference days.  
There will be no school for 3 School through 8th Grade this Friday, November 12. 	

Picture Retakes 
Picture retakes will be this Thursday, November 11 from 8:00-9:00 AM at the elementary school in the West 
Connector. Middle school students who need retakes will be transported to the elementary school to get their 
picture taken. If your child will be getting retakes, please return your entire photo packet from the first picture 
taking time.  If your child will be getting their picture taken for the first time, be sure to send in their picture order 
form with them this Thursday.  

School Board Meeting 
The School Board meeting that was scheduled for November 15 has been rescheduled for November 22, 2021. 

Middle School Principal Opening  
Hudsonville Christian School is seeking qualified Middle School Principal candidates for the 2022-2023 school 
year. The ideal candidate is a servant-leader whose conduct exemplifies Biblical principles, personal integrity, 
and professionalism. All candidates should have a master’s degree in educational leadership or a related field. 
Although not a requirement, at least 3-5 years of leadership experience in Christian education is prefered. If 
there is interest or a desire for more information, please contact Devon Brinks, HCS Superintendent, at 
dbrinks@4hcs.org or (616)669-6689. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+12%253A9&version=NASB
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/about/employment-opportunities/


Part-Time Custodian Needed 
HCS is searching for a part-time custodian (approximately 20 hours/week) to help with various maintenance 
and cleaning duties throughout the week.  Hours are flexible, but during the school day is preferred.  If 
interested and after prayerful consideration, please contact Superintendent Devon Brinks at dbrinks@4hcs.org. 
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Parent Coffees 
We will be having parent coffees on Monday, November 15 from 10:30-11:00am and 2:00-2:30pm and on 
Tuesday, November 16 from 10:30-11:00am in the early childhood hallway.  Stop by to have a cup of coffee and 
meet other preschool parents before you pick up your kids! 

Warm Weather Gear 
Kids' Corner students will be going outside every day, so please send appropriate warm weather gear with them 
every time they come.    
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Hot Lunch  
The November Menu as well as other information on the Elementary Hot Lunch Program provided by JenHud 
Food Service can be found on the JenHud Food Service website.  

Lost and Found  
Our elementary lost and found is bursting with discarded items. Please remind your child(ren) to check out 
these items in the connector by the main office to see if anything belongs to them. You may also check it out 
when you are at school for conferences. Unclaimed items will be donated to REVIVE.  

Virtual Author Visit 
We are excited to announce that author (and Mrs. Kiepert’s sister), Lisa McMann, will be doing a virtual author 
visit for the 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders the week before Thanksgiving.  She will be talking about her newest book, 
Clarice the Brave.  Lisa will be in Hudsonville for Thanksgiving and is willing to sign copies of the book for our 
students.  We have partnered with BookBug, an independent bookstore in Kalamazoo, to provide an 
opportunity to order the book before the virtual visit.  You may order online with this link, or you may fill out the 
form that was sent home with your child, and return it to school by Wednesday, November 10.  Students will 
receive their books after Thanksgiving break.  If you have any questions, please contact Miss Staal 
(mjstaal@4hcs.org) for more information. 

Girls Volleyball Clinic  
There is still time to sign up for the Girls Volleyball Clinic for 3-8th grade girls on November 13, 20, and 
December 4.  3rd/4th grade: 8:30-10:00am, 5/6th grade: 10:00-11:30am,  7/8th grade: 11:45-1:15pm.  We will 
be focusing on individual skill development and match play.  Clinic will be located in the HCS West gym. Please 
return the form with payment to the elementary office.  The clinic is hosted by Hope Hoezee, director of Cross-
train Volleyball and varsity assistant for Unity Christian Volleyball. Please contact crosstrainvb@gmail.com with 
questions. 

Thanksgiving Food Collection  
The elementary students will be participating in a food drive on Monday, November 22 and Tuesday, November 
23 for the Love Your Neighbor (formerly Love INC) Food Pantry.  Please bring non-perishable, non-glass food 
or toiletry items to school one of these two days. All donations should be dropped off by 12 p.m. on Tuesday the 
23rd.  

Love Bazaar 
HCS, hold onto your jingle bells because the Love Bazaar is heading your way December 3! We are excited to 
celebrate the CHRISTmas season with a great day for students to shop for their families! If you are signed up to 
volunteer this year, you should have received an email with important information on what to expect on this big 
day. We ask that you please find a replacement if you are unable to fulfill your shift. We are also collecting  
boxes of all sizes, tissue paper, gift bags and bubble wrap so keep those boxes of Pop-Tarts, they’re a perfect 
size to pop a gift in! While dropping off your donations by the main office give Mrs. Kellar a jolly wave! The Love 
Bazaar Committee wants to thank all who are helping to make this day special! 

mailto:dbrinks@4hcs.org
https://www.jenhudfood.org/images/Menus/Elementary/November_2021_Elementary_Menu.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/
https://www.bookbugkalamazoo.com/clarice-brave-school-author-visit
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/HCSVolleyballClinic.2021.pdf
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Chapel 
● Tuesday, Nov. 9: Jon Huisman will be leading Chapel 
● Thursday, Nov. 11: Lexi Roode will be leading Chapel 

If you would like to view the Middle School Chapels, you can find them on our school website. Chapel  

Hot Lunch 
The hot lunch menu is available on our website.  Hot Lunch this week Wednesday, November 10  will be Pizza 
Ranch (cheese/bacon $2.00 per slice)   Canned pop and Gatorade are available for $.50 each (limit of one) and 
assorted bags of chips snacks for $.50 each.  

Parent/Teacher Conferences 
A scheduled conference time for each middle school student was set up with their homeroom teacher for the fall 
conferences on November 9 & 11.  The following non-homeroom staff members will also be available on the 
nights as listed below: 

● Tuesday, Nov. 9: Health- Tammy Holwerda, Music/Choir- Anna Hulst, Girls PE-Jen Large, Band- Brian 
Knot, Orchestra- Sara Jager, Computers/tech- Terry Steenstra, ELA/Library- Joy DeWindt (till 7pm), 
ESS-Wendy VanDoeselaar 

● Thursday, Nov. 11: Art- Laura Mast, ELA/Library-Joy DeWindt, Counselor- Jamie Kamp, ESS-Wendy 
VanDoeselaar 

8th Grade Skating Party 
There is an 8th Grade skating party happening on Wednesday, November 17 located at Terry Hall Skating Rink 
from 4:00-6:00pm.  A $6.00 admission includes skate rental.  Parents need to provide transportation to and from 
the event (carpooling is encouraged) 

Band Solo Festival  
On Thursday, November 18, all members of the 7th-8th Grade Band will all be performing a Solo at the HCS 
Solo Festival.  This event will take place at the middle school during the school day (9:00 - 11:30 am).  Students 
will perform the solo alone along with a recorded piano accompaniment for an adjudicator who will provide a 
performance evaluation.  Parents should have received an email with more specific details last week. 

Thanksgiving Cereal Drive at HCMS 
The middle school students and staff will continue our annual tradition of collecting boxes of breakfast cereal as 
part of our Thanksgiving giving.  This project is sponsored by our Christian Service class students.  The cereal 
boxes collected this year will be donated to two organizations: Harvest Stand Ministries in Zeeland and Eastern 
Avenue Food Pantry in Grand Rapids.  Students may begin bringing boxes of cereal to their homeroom 
classrooms and it will be collected for donation during the week of Thanksgiving. 

Art Club 
Art Club is now being offered to any current 6th, 7th, or 8th grade students after school from 3-4pm on 1st and 
3rd Thursdays of each month in the art room. Starting November 18 and running through March 17 students 
can join together to make beautiful things or work on individual projects. Students can sign up by the art room. 
Cost is $15 to cover supply costs and is needed prior to November 18. Please write checks out to Laura Mast or 
turn in cash in an envelope labeled "Art Club" to the art room or middle school office. 

Ski Club 
Our middle school Ski Club will be selling Bittersweet Ski Club passes for students who wish to attend with our 
middle school.  Passes are also available for the rest of the family and friends as well.  Ski passes cost $27 and 
provide students a discounted rate for lift tickets and equipment rental.  The cost of the membership card is 
nearly recouped after just a few trips to Bittersweet.  Middle school students must buy passes through the 
HCMS Ski Club to be eligible to ride the bus and attend with our HCMS Ski Club. Passes purchased elsewhere 
do not receive transportation to Bittersweet. Visit this link for Important HCMS Ski Club information and forms. 
Paper copies of this information can be found in the Middle School office. Registration forms and fees are due 
to the Middle or Elementary School office by Tuesday, Nov. 30.  If you have questions, please email Brian Knot 
(bknot@4hcs.org). 

https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/middle/chapel/
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Hot-Lunch-Schedule-2021-22.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/BittersweetSkiClubInformation-2021-22.pdf
mailto:bknot@4hcs.org


Middle School Spelling Bee 
The middle school Spelling Bee is scheduled for Thursday, January 13, 2022. Each grade level can qualify up to 
eight students. Information is available from the 6th-8th grade language arts teachers. If you have any 
questions, contact Joy De Windt at jdewindt@4hcs.org. 
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The Christmas Market  
Get ready for the Holly Jolly Christmas Market!  The Christmas Market will be held at Zutphen CRC, 3223 40th 
Ave. Hudsonville, MI on Saturday, December 4 from 9:00 am – 2:00 pm. Enjoy over 45 booths of handcrafted 
gifts, live Christmas planters, candies, pet gifts, wooden toys, baked goods, personalized gifts, jewelry, 
boutique-style clothing, farmhouse finds, vintage décor, and much more!  Grab a friend and enjoy a day of 
shopping! Lunch and hot cocoa bar will be available, as well as fun raffles, and a special raffle for a beautiful 
handmade quilt. Once you bought all your gifts, wrap them up with our gift-wrapping services by donation!  All 
proceeds from booth fees, raffles, and lunch go toward the Zutphen Youth Mission Trip Fund. 

Boys Saturday Basketball Program 
Unity Christian is pleased to offer a Saturday Basketball program for boys in grades 4 - 6.  This program will be 
held on November 20, December 4, 11, 18, and January 8.  Each session will teach fundamental basketball 
skills and provide team competition.  Fourth grade boys will meet from 9:00 – 10:00 a.m., and 5th/6th graders will 
meet from 10:15 – 11:45 a.m.  The cost to participate is $40 for 4th grade and $50 for 5th/6th grades, and the 
deadline to register is November 10.  Click HERE  for more information and an on-line registration link.  
Information can also be found at www.unitychristianathletics.org under the “Camps & Clinics” tab.  

Community Pig Roast To Go 
On November 13 you don’t have to worry about cooking! Come to Drenthe CRC, 6344 Adams St. Zeeland, and 
grab a warm dinner to go! Dinners will be pre-packaged in a serving size for 2 - the suggested donation for each 
2 person meal kit is $20. All meal kits will include pulled pork from a local farmer, dinner rolls, baked beans, 
pasta salad and a cookie to top it off! This fundraiser supports the families of Drenthe CRC who are enrolled in 
Christian Education. Thank you for the community support! 
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November 9, 11  Y5-8th Parent/Teacher Conferences 
November 12 Teacher Day (no school for students) 
November 24-26     Thanksgiving Break  (No school for students)   
December 3 Love Bazaar 
December 6 6/7/8 Choir, Band & Orchestra Concert at Fair Haven  
December 20-22 Limited busing AM & PM 
December 23       Christmas Break Begins (No school for students) 
January 6  School Resumes 
January 13 Middle School Spelling Bee 
January 14  6th Grade Medieval Day & Feast 
January 17-21 Middle School Exploratory Week 
January 19-21 7th Grade Winter Camp 
January 20  Early Childhood Exploration Night 
January 21  End of Second 9 Weeks 
January 24-25 Preschool Parent Teacher Conferences (no school for 3S/4S/NB4S) 
January 28  Report Cards Posted 
January 28  Early Release  

!  
  

● School Calendar – 2021-2022 
● HCS Parent Handbook  – 2021-2022 
● Middle School Handbook – 2021-2022 
● Preschool (3 School, 4 School and NB 4 School) Handbook – 2021-2022 
● Kids’ Corner Parent Handbook – 2021-2022 
● TRIP Order Form 
● TRIP On Demand Form 
● Jen-Hud Food Service Information 
● Middle School Hot Lunch Schedule 
● Elementary Hot Lunch Deposit Slips

https://unitychristianathletics.org/main/campsclinics/
http://www.unitychristianathletics.org/
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2021-2022-calendar-Approved.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/HCS-Parent-Handbook-21-22-withOUT-maps.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/MS-Student_Parent-Handbook-21-22.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2021-22-Preschool-Handbook.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Kids-Corner-Parent-handbook-2021-2022.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Order-Form-20210329.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/TOD-Form-20210419.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15&catid=2&Itemid=101
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Hot-Lunch-Schedule-2021-22.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Deposit-Slip.pdf

