
December 14, 2021 
Advent Tears 

It was a blustery winter morning.  The wind increased and the temperature dropped as the outdoor funeral 
service for 96 year old Bob Van Klompenberg was about to begin.  I didn’t know him well but I was envious of 
the twinkle in his eye.  This beloved, engaging saint was a joy to know. With wind whipping through the 
Jamestown Cemetery and 50 or so people present huddled around the body of this soils expert, the pastor 
began to talk.  His voice pierced the noisy wind and bitter cold through a microphone finding it hard to compete 
with the strength of the elements.  With paper in hand, flipping about in the wind, Pastor Pierce offered hope in 
the midst of tears.   

The tears caused me to pause.  Here among the heavily clothed, ski capped and hood covered people there 
was a 2 year old, my grandson, my namesake, clinging tightly to his mother’s leg with tears in his eyes.  His 
tears were from the cold, others had tears from the coldness of death that had taken Bob from us.  Tears were 
hard to find that morning behind the protective clothing from brisk winter weather.  But there is one who saw and 
knows them all.  In Psalm 56:8 we read, “You keep track of my sorrows, you have collected my tears in your 
bottle, you have recorded each one in your book.” The Message  Tears are worth something in God’s record.  
From the tears of this 2 year old to the tears of Bob’s wife, Ilah,  God had a deep interest and account on that 
difficult morning.   

Occasionally when I write it shows me truth in a way it never intended.  So it was on the morning of December 
6th 2021.  We sang a song that shivering cold morning entitled “Come Home” and with shaking hands holding 
the words and music before us we sang, 

And maybe there’s a mystery, in the way we are. 
I don’t know the answer but I know it’s not too far. 

Tell me there’s a victory, and we all play a small part. 
The pieces come together from the end until the start. 

I begin to see I’m supposed to be here with you. 
(written by Hunter Van Klompenberg, Bob’s grandchild) 

It was so good to be there that morning because it was there that I could see how our tears changed to joy 
knowing God “bottles” them up.  In this Christmas season Jesus became so vividly human.  Yes, there IS hope 
and we celebrate that hope in Jesus coming into human flesh.  And “Jesus wept.”  (John 11:35)  For those left 
behind, there will be tears, but Jesus understands and is there to provide comfort and hope. 

(Bob has one grandchild at HCS - Ella Van Klompenberg in Grade 8 and two great-grandchildren at HCS - 
Charley Engbers in Grade 3 and Myles Engbers in Grade 1) 

!  
Lance Engbers 
Hudsonville Christian Middle School Interim Principal 

!  

Year End Gift 
We thank God for a supportive community that keeps the mission of Hudsonville Christian School possible. You 
recently received an opportunity in the mail to give a year-end gift to help with playground/outdoor education  



needs, tuition assistance, and the Hudsonville Christian Foundation. Please prayerfully consider giving to one or 
more of these areas either by sending in the response card, contacting Rachel Landstra or giving online.  

Moms in Prayer 
Moms in Prayer invites you to have a profound impact on your children and HCS by praying specifically with 
other moms each Friday. This week Friday we will be meeting in the preschool lounge at the elementary 
building, 8:00-9:00 a.m. Please check in at the main office. We will be focused on praying for the administration 
and HCS community this week. See you there! 

Busing  
● December 20-22 Unity Christian School will run the morning bus routes as normal, but the afternoon 

routes will be combined and there will be no shuttle to Unity at 2:20.  
● December 20-22 Hudsonville Public School will offer limited busing in the morning and afternoon. The 

following buses will run their regular route: 10,  23,  32,  47,  65,  74,  75. One additional bus (#24) will 
pick up students at Forest Grove Ref. Church, Jamestown Chr. Reformed Church and Riley Street Middle 
School.  At the end of the day the bus will drop off students at those same locations.  

Christmas Break and Office Hours 
Christmas Break for students will run from Thursday, December 23, through Wednesday, January 5. School and 
Kids’ Corner resumes Thursday, January 6. The administrative office will be closed on December 24 & 31. The 
middle school office will not have set hours so please call before you stop in.  

Ski Club 
Bittersweet Ski Club cards will be distributed to middle school students in the next few days.  If adult or sibling 
cards were ordered, they will be attached to the youngest middle school ski club member's card.  Please keep 
these cards in a safe place.  They will be required EVERY time you attend Bittersweet in order to receive the 
discounted Lift and Rental rates.  

Snow Sleds 
We are seeking donations for snow sleds for some organized outdoor fun! If you have one that your family is 
looking to get rid of, feel free to bring it to the elementary office or connect with Sam Ekdom about details 
(sekdom@4hcs.org).  Thanks! 

Middle School Choir Accompanist 
The Middle School is seeking a choir accompanist to assist rehearsals and play at concerts. Please email Anna 
Hulst at ahulst@4hcs.org if you are interested. We would love to have a conversation with you!  

Middle School Principal Opening  
Hudsonville Christian School is seeking qualified Middle School Principal candidates for the 2022-2023 school 
year. The ideal candidate is a servant-leader whose conduct exemplifies Biblical principles, personal integrity, 
and professionalism. All candidates should have a master’s degree in educational leadership or a related field. 
Although not a requirement, at least 3-5 years of leadership experience in Christian education is prefered. If 
there is interest or a desire for more information, please contact Devon Brinks, HCS Superintendent, at 
dbrinks@4hcs.org or (616)669-6689. 

Part-Time Custodian Needed 
HCS is searching for a part-time custodian (approximately 20 hours/week) to help with various maintenance 
and cleaning duties throughout the week.  Hours are flexible, but during the school day is preferred.  If 
interested and after prayerful consideration, please contact Superintendent Devon Brinks at dbrinks@4hcs.org. 

!  

Chapel 
This Friday all elementary students will gather for chapel in the east gym from 10:00-10:25 AM. Parents are 
welcome to join us and may enter through the kitchen doors.  

Hot Lunch  
The December Menu and other information on the Elementary Hot Lunch Program provided by JenHud Food 
Service can be found on the JenHud Food Service website.  

mailto:rlandstra@4hcs.org
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/support/support/
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/support/support/
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/about/employment-opportunities/
mailto:dbrinks@4hcs.org
https://www.jenhudfood.org/images/Menus/Elementary/December_2021_Elementary_Menu.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/


West Parking Lot  
Due to heavy construction of our Elementary Flex Space for the month of December, it is requested that parents 
and students NOT use the west parking lot or the west gym entrance for student drop off and pickup. This 
request is temporary, but will need to be considered for the month of December. Thank you for your help as we 
consider the safety of our students. 

Christmas Gathering - Parent Information 
The Christmas Gathering is this Wednesday, December 15 at 7 PM at Fair Haven Church. Please have your 
child to their designated location at 6:40 PM dressed in their Sunday best.  4th and 5th grade will meet in room 
100 and K-3rd grade will meet in the back gym located right outside of the sanctuary. Although recommended, 
masks will be optional for this parent-led worship gathering. We are excited to praise our Lord and Savior as 
one body! There will be a recorded link available within a few days after the event for those who are unable to 
attend.  

Save The Date! 
The Parents’ Club Social Committee is excited to announce that the Winter Olympics is coming to HCS! Join us 
at the Georgetown Ice Arena on February 26 for a fun night of ice skating for Kindergarten-5th grade! Mothers 
(special female friends) and daughters can ice skate from 3:30-5:00pm. Fathers (special male friends) and sons 
can skate from 5:30-7:00pm! Snack and drink included! Be ready to dazzle us with your skating skills and talent! 
Watch for formal invites the first week of January! 

Lost and Found  
Our elementary lost and found is bursting with discarded items. Please remind your child(ren) to check out 
these items in the connector by the main office to see if anything belongs to them. Unclaimed items will be 
donated to Revive over Christmas break.  

!  

Chapel 
● Tuesday, Dec. 14: Lance Machiela  
● Thursday, Dec. 16: 6D Schaap Homeroom  

If you would like to view the Middle School Chapels, you can find them on our school website. Chapel  

Hot Lunch  
The hot lunch menu is available on our website. Middle School Hot Lunch this Wednesday, Dec. 15th: DJ’s 
Pizza (Pepperoni or Ham) for $2.00/slice, drink $.50 each (limit 1), assorted chips $.50 each. 

Donuts  
Donuts will be sold during each of our grade level morning breaks on Friday morning, December 18.  Donuts 
will be available for $1.00 each.  Remind your middle school student to bring along money if they would like to 
purchase a donut. Volunteer group #3 (Holly Bayle, Erica Ouwinga, Heather Vruggink, Kim Crump, Kendra 
Walters, Kori Scholtens) 

7th Grade Skating Party 
7th Grade Skating Party - Thursday, Dec. 16th, (3:15-5:15) at Terry Hall Skating Rink.  Admission is $6.00 and 
includes skate rental. (You are welcome to bring your own skates or rollerblades.) Buses will leave school at 
3:00 and return at 5:30 for parents to pick up students from school (unless other arrangements have been made 
prior to the party and confirmed with teachers). 
  
Middle School Christmas Giving Projects  
The following have been chosen by our grade level teachers and students for this year’s Christmas giving: 

Grade 6 - The sixth grade is collecting funds for Business Connect, which partners with Village Water Filters to 
provide clean water for people all around the world.  Just $30 provides a family with a water filter kit and training 
so that they can have clean water for 10 years!  Funds will be collected until December 22. 
Grade 7- The 7th is collecting for Christ the Answer Christian School in Obulle, Uganda, a mission effort of the 
Josh and Mandy Shaarda family. 
Grade 8 - The eighth grade Christmas giving project is to raise money/collect needed items for the organization 
Hope Unexpected, which nurtures, empowers and equips young single mothers by demonstrating the Love of 
Jesus Christ in tangible ways. Cards are available to the students with items needed that the 8th graders can 
bring in including items such as diapers, wipes, cleaning supplies, focused prayer needs and financial needs.  

https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/middle/chapel/
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Hot-Lunch-Schedule-2021-22.pdf


Middle School Spelling Bee 
The middle school Spelling Bee is scheduled for Thursday, January 13, 2022.  Congratulations to the following 
students who have qualified and will compete in the middle school Spelling Bee: 

● Grade 6: Caden Ypma, Jackson Hughes, Sarina Beard, Lily Boverhof, Kace Van Dyken, Claire Witte, 
Faith Hager, Olivia Vredevoogd, Layla Fuller, Molly Netz 

● Grade 7: Hudson VanBennekom, Izzy Benton, Aeris Ensing, Jaxon Caryl, Allory Netz, Aidan Dykstra 
● Grade 8: Alex Scripps, Adam Brueker, Jaxon Brinks, Jenna Ouwinga, Elise Dykstra, Noah Brinks 

Parents of these students will receive a letter in the mail this week with further details.  If you do not receive a 
letter by the end of the week, please give the middle school office a call at 669-7487 or contact Joy De Windt at 
mslibrary@4hcs.org.  Thank you for supporting your student with the preparation for this opportunity! 
  
7th Grade Winter Camp 
A letter was emailed to every 7th Grade family regarding the 7th Grade Activity Fee for Winter Camp.  The cost 
of Winter Camp per student above what Parents’ Club contributes is $75.00.  We are asking for this to be sent 
in to the Middle School office by December 22nd.  If this cost is a hardship to your family, please reach out to 
Lance Engbers or Devon Brinks. 

Middle School Wrestling Team 
Unity Christian is pleased to offer a Middle School Wrestling team for boys in grades 6 - 8.  This program will 
run from January 10 to February 15, and will consist of practices and seven matches against other area middle 
schools.  The practices and home wrestling matches will be held at the Hudsonville Christian Elementary West 
Gym.  The cost to participate is $70, and the deadline to register is December 22.  Please click here for more 
information/schedule and an online registration link.  Information can also be found at 
www.unitychristianathletics.org under the “Middle School Sports” tab. 

Lost and Found  
Our middle school lost and found is bursting with discarded items. Please remind your child(ren) to check out 
these items in the entrance lobby by the middle school office to see if anything belongs to them. Parents may 
also stop in to check it out if you are near school. Unclaimed items are donated to Revive during Christmas 
break. 

!  

Save the date!   
Unity Christian's 11th Annual Clay Shoot is Saturday, March 5, 2022 at Blendon Pines starting at 9am.  This 
event is for shooters, wanna-be shooters and never-thought-I'd-do-this shooters!  All are invited to participate in 
this fun-filled event.  Look for registration forms to come in January!  

Cross-train Volleyball 
The Cross-train Volleyball League offers local 5-8th grade girls the opportunity to improve their volleyball skills 
in a nine week league.   Experienced coaches facilitate fundamental skill development, position training, and 
team play in a Christ-centered environment.  Format includes weekly practices and four match dates. Detailed 
information and sign-up sheets are available in the school office.  The league is directed by Hope Hoezee, Unity 
Christian Varsity Assistant, and runs January 25-March 22.  Space is limited. Email crosstrainvb@gmail.com 
with questions. 

!  

December 15  Elementary Christmas Gathering at Fair Haven 
December 20-22 Limited busing AM & PM 
December 22  5th grade Band concert in Elem. West Gym 
December 23       Christmas Break Begins (No school for students) 
January 6  School Resumes 
January 13 Middle School Spelling Bee 
January 14  6th Grade Medieval Day & Feast 
January 17-21 Middle School Exploratory Week 
January 19-21 7th Grade Winter Camp 
January 20  Early Childhood Exploration Night 
January 21  End of Second 9 Weeks 
January 24-25 Preschool Parent Teacher Conferences (no school for 3S/4S/NB4S) 
January 28  Report Cards Posted 
January 28  Early Release  

https://unitychristianathletics.org/main/otherad/contentID/39913716
http://www.unitychristianathletics.org/


!  
  

● School Calendar – 2021-2022 
● HCS Parent Handbook  – 2021-2022 
● Middle School Handbook – 2021-2022 
● Preschool (3 School, 4 School and NB 4 
●  School) Handbook – 2021-2022 
● Kids’ Corner Parent Handbook – 2021-2022 
● TRIP Order Form 
● TRIP On Demand Form 
● Jen-Hud Food Service Information 
● Middle School Hot Lunch Schedule 
● Elementary Hot Lunch Deposit Slips 

https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2021-2022-calendar-Approved.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/HCS-Parent-Handbook-21-22-withOUT-maps.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/MS-Student_Parent-Handbook-21-22.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2021-22-Preschool-Handbook.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2021-22-Preschool-Handbook.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Kids-Corner-Parent-handbook-2021-2022.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Order-Form-20211122-.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/TOD-Form-2021Nov.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15&catid=2&Itemid=101
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Hot-Lunch-Schedule-2021-22.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Deposit-Slip.pdf

