
 
February 15, 2022 

Leftovers 

There is so much I would like to say in this “Opener” but admittedly wonder if some of the ideas are really 
leftovers - too good to throw out but not quite the substance for a full meal.  I’ve kept these accumulated “cool” 
ideas in the “refrigerator” for some time.  I’ve wondered what really is the purpose of the “Opener” to the Home 
Communicator.  My name showed up on a schedule for writing so I am happy to do it and try to follow the drift of 
previous writers not knowing exactly where I was going.  I wonder if people actually read this part of the  Home 
Communicator or do they jump to the main course full of important information about events, activities, 
announcements, schedules and a plethora of important information.   

So here is some of what is in my eclectic leftover file: Name It. “Opener” is generic, straight-forward, perhaps an 
obvious identifier but not much of a description.  Have you ever wondered about another title for it?  I can 
imagine there is circulating among the writers of the opener titles like “lead article” or “message” or occasionally 
“albatross.”  Perhaps terms like Administrators’ Advice, Extra Point, Front Row Center, My Turn, Inside Out, 
Corner Kick, Back Stage, Periscope or Of Note might be considered. Leftovers is likely not a good choice; 
something is left wanting with a name like Leftovers. And maybe we come full circle to Opener which leaves it 
less defined but open to say whatever is on your mind (within limits). Oh, I know what you are thinking: “How 
can this interim middle school principal from out of state, here for less than a year, think he can change the 
name of something that has existed for decades?” Simply put, you're right! 

Express It. Billy Collins, a former Poet Laureate of the United States, wrote a poem entitled Introduction to 
Poetry.  It is the first of 180 poems “designed to beckon readers with a selection of poems that are impossible 
not to love at first glance.”  This one is in my “Leftover” file because it was too good to pass up. 

poetry 180 by Billy Collins, Introduction to Poetry p.3  Copyright 2008 by Billy Collins 

Leftovers. I’ve opened the HCS Communicator with Leftovers - perhaps insufficient for a full course meal, but 
far too good to be thrown out, a satisfactory snack.  But, of course, that is my opinion - what’s yours?   “May the 
joy of the Lord be your daily strength!” 
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Lance B. Engbers 
Middle School Interim Principal 

I ask them to take a poem 
And hold it up to the light 
Like a color slide 

Or press an ear against its hive 

I say drop a mouse into a poem 
And watch him probe his way out,  

or walk inside the poem’s room 
And feel the walls for a light switch.

I want them to waterski 
Across the surface of a poem 
Waving at the author’s name on the shore. 

But all they want to do 
Is tie the poem to a chair with a rope 
And torture a confession out of it. 

They begin beating it with a hose 
To find out what it really means.
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Parent Teacher Conferences 
Parent/Teacher Conferences will take place on February 15 and 17 for students in Young 5s - 8th grade.  
School will be in session regular hours on both conference days.  There will be no school for 3 School through 
8th Grade on Friday, February 18 and Monday, February 21 and Kids’ Corner will also be closed. 

Unity Christian Busing 
Tuesday, February 22 no Unity bus routes will run in the AM or PM. Parents of students riding Unity buses must 
provide their own transportation to and from school on February 22. 

Early Release 
Friday, February 25 is an early release day, with dismissal at 11:10 a.m.  Our staff will be engaged in valuable 
professional development during this afternoon. Hudsonville Public buses will run as normal but students riding 
Unity buses will need to arrange for transportation home. 

Class Placement 
Soon after spring break, staff will begin constructing next year’s class lists.  This is an involved process that 
requires input of all the staff members who know your child.  Because parents have information that is 
important, we wish to provide an avenue for this input.  If you have a request, you must fill out the online form to 
ensure that it will be considered throughout the process.  Class Placement Request Form 

The School Board policy is as follows: 
A. Students are assigned to grade and class sections by the principals with the assistance of the child’s current 
teacher(s). The child’s teacher knows the circumstances under which your child will continue to grow.  Factors 
considered by the principal and teacher in making class assignments are academic, social, and emotional 
needs, as well as the balance of boy/girl ratio. 
  
B. Parents should request special consideration for their child’s placement only if there are extenuating 
circumstances.  Legitimate reasons for special requests in placement may be unique social or emotional needs 
in relationship to other students, especially those of which the school may not be aware.  Requests for a 
specific teacher will not be considered; please focus on the concern for your child. 
  
The procedure is as follows: 
1.    All requests must be submitted by Friday, March 11, 2022. 
2.    The administration will forward these requests with or without recommendation to the Education Committee 

for review, if necessary. 
3.    The Admissions Coordinator will notify the parents of the decision. 

Calendar for 2022-2023 School Year 
The School Board is pleased to deliver our calendar plans for next school year.  We hope this helps you in 
planning for the next year.   2022-2023 School Calendar  

Middle School Principal Opening 
Hudsonville Christian School is seeking qualified Middle School Principal candidates for the 2022-2023 school 
year. The ideal candidate is a servant-leader whose conduct exemplifies Biblical principles, personal integrity, 
and professionalism. All candidates should have a master’s degree in educational leadership or a related field. 
Although not a requirement, at least 3-5 years of leadership experience in Christian education is preferred. If 
there is interest or a desire for more information, please contact Devon Brinks, HCS Superintendent, at 
dbrinks@4hcs.org or (616)669-6689. 

Tuition Assistance – FACTS Program  
Hudsonville Christian will again be participating in FACTS, a grant application program. Families who wish to 
apply for tuition assistance will need to use the FACTS application format online via their confidential website. 
The application fee will be paid by HCS. The FACTS organization will analyze the information of each applicant. 
Through FACTS, HCS has the ability to more evenly distribute available tuition assistance funds based upon 
factual information the families provide in the application. Please note that any additional information provided in 
the Comments section at the end of the application is very helpful when making the decision for distribution. 

Parents who have children in more than one EOCS school need only to fill out the application one time — the 
information will be available to the schools where their children attend. The FACTS online website application is  
available now. Please contact FACTS at 1-866-315-9262 with any questions. The deadline for submitting this 
application is March 31. For registration please go to www.factsmgt.com. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeHzepyiitGJqzHplqBFWjAyloM0OQmUtPBe0Y62Zo-UAqBWg/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2022-2023-calendar-Draft-2.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2022-2023-calendar-Draft-2.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/about/employment-opportunities/
http://www.factsmgt.com/
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Hot Lunch  
The February Menu and other information on the Elementary Hot Lunch Program provided by JenHud Food 
Service can be found on the JenHud Food Service website.  

Parent/Teacher Conferences 
Scheduled conferences will take place at our elementary school on Tuesday, February 15 and Thursday, 
February 17. Our full-time specialists will be available both evenings.  Mrs. Kamper (Y5s/K Spanish) and Mrs. 
Jager (Orchestra) will be available at the middle school on Tuesday, February 15. Mrs. Remy (SOAR) and Mrs. 
Kamp (Guidance Counselor) will be at the elementary building on Thursday, February 17 and Mr. Knot (Band) 
will be available at the middle school Thursday, February 17.  

As a courtesy to our parents, we will once again offer complimentary childcare for potty-trained children ages 3 
through 5th grade for your child(ren)’s conference time.  Please sign them in at the east gym five minutes 
before your scheduled conference. 

Second Grade Parents 
Does your child easily master classroom math? Or write for fun? Or read above grade level? SOAR is a 
program designed for students who easily master the goals of the classroom. Students receive additional 
instruction at their level with like ability peers in language arts and/or math. Each spring, 2nd grade students are 
identified for the program on the basis of parent nomination and additional testing at HCS. Forms to nominate 
your child are available to pick up at the elementary school office. The forms are due by Friday, March 18. 
Contact Lisi Remy (lremy@4hcs.org or 460-7686) with any questions. 

Before School Playground Volunteer 
We are looking for one person to help monitor the playground on Wednesdays from 7:30-7:50 AM. Please 
contact Cindy Palmbos cpalmbos@4hcs.org if you can help out in this way!  

!  

Chapel 
● Tuesday, Feb. 15: Rachel Jewell leading chapel 
● Thursday, Feb. 17: 6C Jackie Sietsema’s Homeroom leading chapel 

If you would like to view the Middle School Chapels, you can find them on our school website. Chapel  

Hot Lunch   
Hot Lunch this Wednesday, Feb. 16 is Arby’s Roast Beef Sandwich $2.00,  Pop/Chips $.50 each. 
The hot lunch menu is available on our website.  

Parent Teacher Conferences 
There are NO scheduled conference times for middle school students during the winter conference dates. 
Homeroom Teachers will be available in the south gym to meet with parents in cafeteria-style conferences from 
3:30 – 5:30 p.m. and from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.   Core 2 staff members are also available in the south gym during 
conference times for parents of all middle school students grades 6, 7 and 8.  The cafeteria-style meetings are 
meant to be short 7 -10 minute discussions to allow all parents access to staff members in a timely manner.  IF 
you require a longer conference with a particular teacher, please be sure to connect with them via email or by 
calling the middle school office at 669-7487 to make this request and set up an individual conference on a 
different date and time.   

Core 2 Conference Availability: 
Tuesday, February 15:  
Tammy Holwerda - 6th Exploratory/study hall, 7th Decisions, 8th Health/Future Plan 
Luke Holtrop - Boys 6/7/8 PE, HCMS Athletic Director 
Tiffany Kamper - 6/7/8 Spanish 
Sara Jager - 6/7/8 Orchestra 
Joy DeWindt -  7/8 ELA II, Media Center 
Jamie Kamp - Guidance Counselor (will be at Middle School) 
Wendy VanDoeselaar - Director – Educational Support Services 

https://www.jenhudfood.org/images/Menus/Elementary/February_2022_Elementary_Menu.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/
mailto:cpalmbos@4hcs.org
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/middle/chapel/
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Hot-Lunch-Schedule-2021-22.pdf


Thursday, February 17:  
Luke Holtrop - 6/7/8 PE, HCMS Athletic Director 
Jen Large - 6/7/8  PE 
Laura Mast - 6/7/8 Art 
Anna Hulst - 6/7/8 Choirs, 6/7/8 General Music  
Brian Knot - 6/7/8 Band 
Joy DeWindt -  7/8 ELA II, Media Center 
Jamie Kamp - Guidance Counselor (will be at Elementary) 
Wendy VanDoeselaar - Director – Educational Support Services 

Lost and Found  
Our middle school lost and found is bursting with discarded items. Please remind your child(ren) to check out 
these items in the entrance lobby by the middle school office to see if anything belongs to them. Parents may 
also stop in to check it out if you are near school. There are very nice items on the table still waiting to find their 
owner.  We will leave things out until Parent/Teacher Conferences and then they will be packed up to be 
donated to Revive. 
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HCS Auction  
The 2022 Auction is coming March 3-5!  Check out the HCS 2022 Auction Website and stay tuned to our 
Facebook page for  updates and sneak peaks! 

Can you bake? 
Please consider making something for the auction dessert table - the "Cheat Day Concessions."  If you are able 
to make something, please email amy.netz@gmail.com  Thanks! 

Raffle sponsored by Kerkstra Precast  
Get your tuition bill in shape with "No Sweat Tuition!" The HCS Auction committee is raffling off a full year of 
tuition ($7800) for one of your children at this year’s auction! Use this link for the "No Sweat Tuition" for more 
information and to purchase tickets to trim your bill down to zero. Tickets are 5/$100 or $25 each through 
February 25. Payment must be received for your entry to count. Please drop payment off at one of the offices 
with a note indicating it is for the tuition raffle or use our Venmo account- @HudsonvilleChristian.  

!  

8th Grade Mixer Night  
Unity Christian is hosting an 8th Grade Mixer Night on February 25th.  They are inviting all 8th graders to a 
night of free pizza, pop, and admission to the basketball game. Meet in the Unity Band/Orchestra Room at 5:15 
pm to eat and have fun with 8th graders from other area middle schools. 

Middle School Bowling Team  
Unity Christian is pleased to offer a Middle School Bowling team for boys and girls in grades 6 -8.  This program 
will run after school on Mondays and Wednesdays from March 7 – 30, and will consist of instruction and skill 
building, intra-squad matches, and a match formatted like high school with individual and baker games.  It will 
be held at Hudsonville Lanes, and all experience levels are welcome!  The cost to participate is $55, and the 
deadline to register is March 2. Click HERE for more information/schedule and an on-line registration link.  
Information can also be found at www.unitychristianathletics.org under “Middle School Sports”. 

Unity Summer Sports Camp Schedule and Registration Information  
Unity Christian will be hosting several summer sports camps for students ages three to 12th grade.  Our 
summer camp schedule is currently available on our website at this link, and registration will open on April 12.   
We look forward to hosting your students at Unity sports camps this summer! 

Children’s Clothing and Toy Sale 
The Heritage Christian School Children's Clothing and Toy Sale will be held on Saturday, March 5, from 9am to 
12:00. Items for sale include infant to teen clothing, outdoor/indoor toys, books, games, shoes, baby equipment, 
maternity, and more. Delicious baked goods are also for sale! Located in the large gym at Heritage Christian at 
6340 Autumn Dr., Hudsonville. Hope to see you there! 

https://hudsonvillechristian.ejoinme.org/2022auction
https://www.facebook.com/HudsonvilleChristianSchoolAuction/
https://forms.gle/MwRAeupDMaozPvGM6
https://unitychristianathletics.org/main/otherad/contentID/39913716
http://www.unitychristianathletics.org/
https://unitychristianathletics.org/main/campsclinics/


Employment Opportunities 
Christian Schools International has a full-time job opening in the Employee Benefits Department.  This 
position is responsible for maintaining participant records, processing retirement applications and monthly 
pension payments, invoicing, and correspondence with participants and schools. Candidates will demonstrate a 
strong commitment to Christian education and enjoy a team environment. For more information, please contact 
Howard Van Mersbergen at Howard.vanmersbergen@cebteam.org. 

Garden Crossings in Zeeland is looking to grow our team. We are now hiring seasonal part time and full-time 
positions, both day and evening hours available. $12-$15/hr. Contact Heidi@gardencrossings.com or call 
616-875-6355.  Jobs available:  

*Production /Shipping team- planting, plant maintenance, pulling orders, and shipping orders- no plant 
knowledge needed 
*Retail Garden Center- helping customers, planting containers, cash register, and helping in the 
Butterfly House 
*Customer Service Representative- Taking phone orders, helping with online order changes, helping 
customers problem solve over the phone 

Jenison Hudsonville Food Service is currently hiring permanent and substitute food service positions. Work 
Hours are Great! Most shifts start after 9am and end between 1pm- 3pm Monday - Friday. Apply online at 
JPSonline.org.  
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February 15 & 17  Parent Teacher Conferences 
February 16  7th & 8th Grade Orchestra Pre-Festival Concert at Unity Christian  
February 18  Teacher Day - No School 
February 21  Winter Break - No School  
February 25  Early Release  
March 1  7th & 8th Grade Orchestra Festival at East Kentwood High School  
March 1  5th Grade Boys Sex Ed. Night 
March 3-5  HCS Auction 
March 10-12 8th Grade Play  
March 15  MS Orientation- 5th Grade Parents 
March 18 Early Release  
March 21  HCS Society Meeting 
March 22 5th-8th Grade Orchestra Fiddle Fest at Fair Haven 
March 25  End of the Third 9 Weeks 
March 31  Report Cards Posted 
March 31  HPS Limited Busing  
April 1-8  Spring Break  
April 11  School Resumes 
  

!  
  

● School Calendar – 2021-2022 
● HCS Parent Handbook  – 2021-2022 
● Middle School Handbook – 2021-2022 
● Preschool (3 School, 4 School and NB 4School) Handbook – 2021-2022 
● Kids’ Corner Parent Handbook – 2021-2022 
● TRIP Order Form 
● TRIP On Demand Form 
● Jen-Hud Food Service Information 
● Middle School Hot Lunch Schedule 
● Elementary Hot Lunch Deposit Slips 
● 2022-2023 School Calendar 
● Class Placement Request Form  

mailto:Howard.vanmersbergen@cebteam.org
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2021-2022-calendar-Approved.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/HCS-Parent-Handbook-21-22-withOUT-maps.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/MS-Student_Parent-Handbook-21-22.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2021-22-Preschool-Handbook.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Kids-Corner-Parent-handbook-2021-2022.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Order-Form-20211122-.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/TOD-Form-2021Nov.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15&catid=2&Itemid=101
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Hot-Lunch-Schedule-2021-22.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Deposit-Slip.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2022-2023-calendar-Draft-2.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeHzepyiitGJqzHplqBFWjAyloM0OQmUtPBe0Y62Zo-UAqBWg/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0

