
 
March 8, 2022 

Yesterday while playing with Legos, my 6-year old son asked, “Mom, what does hopeless mean?” I paused for a 
moment, trying to find the words that would make sense to a little boy, “It’s like feeling sad and thinking things 
will never get better.”  

I wondered where the question had come from. There certainly is no shortage of hardships both with people we 
know and love in our community and people around the world to feel a sense of weariness. Was he picking up 
on some of the difficulties around us or on the news? It made me wonder if I have been modeling that we, as 
Christians, are a people of hope. That we serve a God who promises to be with us through everything. That 
what goes on in this world isn’t the whole story.   

When feeling the weight of this world, God’s Word gives us the hope we so desperately need! Psalm 46:1-3, 11 
says,  

God is our refuge and strength, 
    an ever-present help in trouble. 
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way 
    and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, 
though its waters roar and foam 
    and the mountains quake with their surging. 
The Lord Almighty is with us; 
    the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

Read His Word, let the words take root in your heart and in your mind, share it with your children. Our God is 
with us, He will never forsake us. We need not despair. Turns out my son wasn’t thinking quite as deeply about 
it as I was. He followed up by lifting up a small, red Lego jewel and asked, “Then why is this called the hopeless 
diamond?” You got me there, buddy! 

In Christ alone, 

!  
Katie VanTil 
Nurturing Faith Coordinator 

!  

HCS Auction  
The HCS Gym had some major training victories on Saturday! We are so grateful to our school community and 
the surrounding communities for their support this year, the Lord is so good and He has blessed us immensely. 
We raised over $135,000.00 for the school! The auction committee wants to thank all the volunteers who helped 
make the auction happen this year, we couldn’t do it without you.  

Congratulations to our Robotics Teams 
Congrats to the Middle School VEX Robotics teams who competed at the State Tournament this past weekend. 
Both teams represented our school and our Jesus so well.  Lexie Jansen and Lilly Malefyt won the Judges 
Award for their great interview and really well-built robot.  Luke Tubergen, Drew Ymker, Coby Johnson and Jack 
Miedema made it to the quarterfinals and scored well in the Skills Division. This team qualifies to move on to the 
World Tournament in Dallas, Texas. Congrats to all for a job well done! 



Unity Busing this Friday 
This Friday, March 11 no Unity bus routes will run in the afternoon.  Morning routes will run as normal; however,  
parents of students riding Unity buses must provide their own transportation home from school on March 11. 

8th Grade Play  
The Hudsonville Christian 8th graders will be presenting the play, Shakespeare Goes to Gravel Gulch by Tim 
Kelly on March 10 and 11 at 7:00 pm and on March 12 at 2:00 pm in the middle school south gym. Ah, 
Shakespeare in the...  Old West?!  The lovely Sunny Day arrives in the small mining town of Gravel Gulch with 
a troupe of actors determined to bring culture to the locals.  Unfortunately, the troupe of actors, headed by the 
conceited and shady Noble Hart, is enough to make a playwright cry.  Sunny Day falls for Texas Ranger Johnny 
Lasso, who’s hot on the trail of a notorious crook masquerading under the name of Gentleman Dan, whose true 
identity is unknown.  It’s almost as if he was a master of disguise, like...  an actor, perhaps?  Maybe the show 
isn’t all that Noble Heart and his cohort, the Duchess, are trying to steal!  The troupe’s arrival thrills the 
townspeople, except Abagail Pettigrew, the richest person in town.  She’s harboring a dark secret about her 
former occupation as Pogo, the Woman Who Can Walk Up and Down Stairs on Her Head.  With more would-be 
outlaws, some stranded performing artists training to be window mannequins and a surprise ending, you will be 
cheering, booing and holding your sides with laughter in this wild theatrical bonanza! 
  
Ticket prices are $4.00 each.  All seats are reserved.  Click HERE for a ticket order form and ordering 
information or call the middle school office at 669-7487. Online order forms will CLOSE at 5PM tonight, 
March 8. Remaining tickets will be sold at the door before performances on Thursday, Friday and Saturday. 

Parents’ Club Board | Open Meeting this Friday, March 11 
As a parent/guardian of a student at HCS you are a part of the Parents' Club! Two times each year the Parents' 
Club Executive Board (PCB) hosts "General Assembly" meetings to provide updates and information specific to 
Parents' Club support services, events and fundraisers. The spring meeting will happen Friday, March 11 from 
8:00am-8:30am at HCS. You can join us in person or virtually. Please RSVP online to help us provide proper 
space accommodations or to receive the Zoom link.  

HCS Annual Society Meeting 
The HCS Annual Society Meeting will be held on Monday, March 14 at 7 p.m. in the elementary library, and you 
are all invited to attend!  In addition to voting on the budget and tuition scale, we will also elect school board 
members for the coming year.  Click here to view the society booklet.  

Class Placement 
Soon after spring break, staff will begin constructing next year’s class lists.  This is an involved process that 
requires input of all the staff members who know your child.  Because parents have information that is 
important, we wish to provide an avenue for this input.  If you have a request, you must fill out the online form to 
ensure that it will be considered throughout the process.  Class Placement Request Form 

The School Board policy is as follows: 
A. Students are assigned to grade and class sections by the principals with the assistance of the child’s current 
teacher(s). The child’s teacher knows the circumstances under which your child will continue to grow.  Factors 
considered by the principal and teacher in making class assignments are academic, social, and emotional 
needs, as well as the balance of boy/girl ratio. 
  
B. Parents should request special consideration for their child’s placement only if there are extenuating 
circumstances.  Legitimate reasons for special requests in placement may be unique social or emotional needs 
in relationship to other students, especially those of which the school may not be aware.  Requests for a 
specific teacher will not be considered; please focus on the concern for your child. 
  
The procedure is as follows: 
1.    All requests must be submitted by Friday, March 11, 2022. 
2.    The administration will forward these requests with or without recommendation to the Education Committee 

for review, if necessary. 
3.    The Admissions Coordinator will notify the parents of the decision. 

Moms in Prayer 
The Moms in Prayer group believes that through prayer God releases His power on behalf of our children and 
school. Our faith is in God who hears and answers our prayers. This week Friday we will be meeting at the 
Middle School 8:00-9:00 a.m. Check in at the main office and they will direct you where to go. We will be 
focused on praying for the amazing education support staff this week.  See you there! 

https://forms.gle/5iDbGjaPdcKZ1mgV9
https://forms.gle/3CuDrSqFbbyYcpnU6
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Annual-Society-book-2022.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeHzepyiitGJqzHplqBFWjAyloM0OQmUtPBe0Y62Zo-UAqBWg/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0


HCS Employment Opportunities 
Nature-Based 4 School: 
Hudsonville Christian School is seeking applicants for a full-time Nature-Based 4 School teaching position for 
the 2022-2023 school year. Interested applicants should have a Bachelor’s degree in elementary education and 
a valid teaching certificate. An early childhood or special education degree is preferred, and a love for being in 
God’s creation (cold, snow, sleet, rain, wind included) is required.  Please send your resume and completed 
application to Mrs. Julie Moes at Hudsonville Christian Elementary School, 3435 Oak St., Hudsonville, MI 
49426. Application materials can also be emailed to Mrs. Moes at jmoes@4hcs.org. Applications will be 
accepted through March 25.  

3 School: 
Hudsonville Christian School is seeking applicants for a part-time 3 School teaching position for the 2022-2023 
school year on Tuesday and Thursday mornings. Interested applicants should have a Bachelor’s degree in 
elementary education and a valid teaching certificate. An early childhood or special education degree is 
preferred, and a love for God's children is required.  Please send your resume and completed application to 
Mrs. Julie Moes at Hudsonville Christian Elementary School, 3435 Oak St., Hudsonville, MI 49426. Application 
materials can also be emailed to Mrs. Moes at jmoes@4hcs.org. Applications will be accepted through March 
25.  

Summer Tutoring  
A list of teachers that are available for summer tutoring can be found on our website. 

Summer Hiking Trips 
Students in 5th-8th grade interested in going on one of the hikes this summer can find information and a signup 
HERE.  

Tuition Assistance – FACTS Program  
Hudsonville Christian will again be participating in FACTS, a grant application program. Families who wish to 
apply for tuition assistance will need to use the FACTS application format online via their confidential website. 
The application fee will be paid by HCS. The FACTS organization will analyze the information of each applicant. 
Through FACTS, HCS has the ability to more evenly distribute available tuition assistance funds based upon 
factual information the families provide in the application. Please note that any additional information provided in 
the Comments section at the end of the application is very helpful when making the decision for distribution. 

Parents who have children in more than one EOCS school need only to fill out the application one time — the 
information will be available to the schools where their children attend. The FACTS online website application is 
available now. Please contact FACTS at 1-866-315-9262 with any questions. The deadline for submitting this 
application is March 31. For registration please go to www.factsmgt.com. 

!  

Chapel 
This Friday all elementary students will gather in the east gym for chapel from 10:00-10:25 AM. Parents are 
welcome to join us and may enter through the kitchen doors.  

Hot Lunch 
The March Menu and other information on the Elementary Hot Lunch Program provided by JenHud Food 
Service can be found on the JenHud Food Service website.  

Cookies 
This week Friday morning students will have the opportunity to purchase freshly baked chocolate chip cookies 
for $.25 each to support the work of our Global Awareness Committee. 

Second Grade Parents 
Does your child easily master classroom math? Or write for fun? Or read above grade level? SOAR is a 
program designed for students who easily master the goals of the classroom. Students receive additional 
instruction at their level with like ability peers in language arts and/or math. Each spring, 2nd grade students are 
identified for the program on the basis of parent nomination and additional testing at HCS. Forms to nominate 
your child are available to pick up at the elementary school office. The forms are due by Friday, March 18. 
Contact Lisi Remy (lremy@4hcs.org or 460-7686) with any questions. 

https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Early-Childhood-2022-application-form-with-statement-of-belief.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Early-Childhood-2022-application-form-with-statement-of-belief.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Tutoring-Info-2022.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdc2z8Cig7zTdLF1LnjdEuXjg716IBEqDK5KJKYmJTROi1MiQ/viewform
http://www.factsmgt.com/
https://www.jenhudfood.org/images/Menus/Elementary/March_2022_Elementary_Menu.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/


Girls with a Goal 
Girls With a Goal, or GWAG, is an after school running club for girls in 4th & 5th grade that builds spiritual and 
physical fitness as girls train to run a 5k. Practices begin on Monday, March 14 and will be held on Mondays 
and Thursdays from 2:50-3:50 pm. This year our goal will be to run the Rivertown Races 5k on Saturday, April 
23. Registration is $30, and this includes a GWAG shirt, the Rivertown Races 5k registration, a race shirt, and a 
finisher's medal. Your 4th or 5th grade daughter will be bringing home more information and registration forms 
this week. If your daughter is interested, please return the form and payment to the main office by Friday, 
March 11. 

5th Grade to 6th Grade Transition Events 
As we move further into the second semester we are starting to think about next year!  With this comes a 
transition from the elementary to the middle school for 5th graders.  The first of these events will take place on 
Tuesday, March 15 in the middle school library at 7:00pm.  This is for parents whose oldest child will be 
entering 6th grade next year.  The purpose of this evening is to introduce parents to the 6th grade staff and 
give them an overview of the year ahead.  Please put this date on your calendar and be on the lookout for more 
information in the mail/email in the coming weeks. 

A Music Registration form was emailed for all 5th graders to select their music options for 6th grade 
(2022/2023 school year).  Please complete this form and return to the Office by March 18, 2022. Thank 
you! 

!  
Chapel 

● Tuesday, March 8:  Breakfast Club (will be meeting in smaller groups) 
● Thursday, March 10: 6A Helms Homeroom leading chapel 

Students and staff will gather in the south gym for chapel from 7:55-8:25AM. Parents are welcome to 
join us!  If you would like to view the Middle School Chapels at a later time, you can also find recordings on our 
Middle school website. Chapel  

Hot Lunch   
Hot Lunch this Wednesday, March 9 is Subway $3.50 per 6 in sub,  Pop/Chips $.50 each. 
The hot lunch menu is available on our website.  

Cookies 
This week Friday morning students will have the opportunity to purchase freshly baked chocolate chip cookies 
for $.25 each to support the work of our Global Awareness Committee. 

Parents of Grade 6 Students 
Every 6th grade parent and every 6th grade student was sent an email with information about the opportunity 
for 6th grade students to apply for the ELAII Language Arts class available to them in the 7th grade next year.  
All interested 6th grade students MUST submit an application and writing samples as instructed in their letter by 
the deadline of Friday, March 25.  No late applications will be considered. 

!  

Dinner and Auction 
Please come support high school students from Immanuel CRC for their Alaska mission trip this summer. Enjoy 
a delicious dinner and bid on wonderful items. All money raised will help cover the cost of the trip. Join us 
Saturday, March 19 at 5:30pm at Immanuel CRC 3520 Kiel St. Hudsonville.  To ensure we have enough food, 
please register through the auction link at Immanuelcrc.com. Hope to see you there! 

Unity Fan Wear  
Unity Christian High School is offering online merchandise now through March 14 (Unity Fan Wear | Grand 
Rapids Graphix | powered by OrderMyGear (itemorder.com)). Orders will be ready approximately 12 business 
days after the online store closes. Youth sizes are available online only. 

Middle School Tennis 
Unity Christian is pleased to offer a Middle School Tennis team for boys and girls in grades 7 & 8.  This program 
will run from April 12 – May 19, and will consist of practices and matches against other schools.  All experience  

https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/middle/chapel/
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Hot-Lunch-Schedule-2021-22.pdf
http://immanuelcrc.com/
https://unityfanwear.itemorder.com/shop/sale/
https://unityfanwear.itemorder.com/shop/sale/


levels are welcome!  The cost to participate is $45, and the deadline to register is March 30.  Please click HERE  
for more information/schedule and an on-line registration link. Information can also be found at 
www.unitychristianathletics.org under “Middle School Sports”. 

Unity Summer Sports Camp Schedule and Registration Information  
Unity Christian will be hosting several summer sports camps for students ages three to 12th grade.  Our 
summer camp schedule is currently available on our website at this link, and registration will open on April 12.   
We look forward to hosting your students at Unity sports camps this summer! 

2022 EXPLOREHOPE Summer Camps 
We are excited to announce that registration for Hope College summer camps is now open! Click HERE for 
more info and to register. Please call 616.395.7628 or email sciencecamp@hope.edu with any questions. 

!  

March 10-12 8th Grade Play  
March 11  Parents’ Club Board Open Meeting  
March 14  HCS Society Meeting 
March 15  MS Orientation- 5th Grade Parents 
March 18 Early Release   
March 22 5th-8th Grade Orchestra Fiddle Fest at Fair Haven 
March 25  End of the Third 9 Weeks 
March 31  Report Cards Posted 
March 31  HPS Limited Busing  
April 1-8  Spring Break  
April 11  School Resumes 
April 15  Good Friday  
April 17  Easter 
April 22  Early Release 
April 29  Awesome Arts Day  
May 6  Walkathon 
May 6  7th Grade Service Project  
May 23-27  Last week of Preschool 
May 26  Ascension Day  
May 30  Memorial Day 
May 31-June 3  8th Grade Exams and Faith Journey Projects 
June 1  Spring Choir & Orchestra Concert at Fair Haven 
June 6  8th Grade Class Trip 
June 8  Limited Busing 
June 8 Last Day of School (half day) 
June 9  Teacher Day; Report Cards Posted    
  

!  
  

● School Calendar – 2021-2022 
● HCS Parent Handbook  – 2021-2022 
● Middle School Handbook – 2021-2022 
● Preschool (3 School, 4 School and NB 4School) Handbook – 2021-2022 
● Kids’ Corner Parent Handbook – 2021-2022 
● TRIP Order Form 
● TRIP On Demand Form 
● Jen-Hud Food Service Information 
● Middle School Hot Lunch Schedule 
● Elementary Hot Lunch Deposit Slips 
● 2022-2023 School Calendar 
● Class Placement Request Form 
● HCS Society Meeting Booklet  

https://unitychristianathletics.org/main/otherad/contentID/39913716
http://www.unitychristianathletics.org/
https://unitychristianathletics.org/main/campsclinics/
https://hope.edu/academics/center-exploratory-learning/science-camps/
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2021-2022-calendar-Approved.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/HCS-Parent-Handbook-21-22-withOUT-maps.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/MS-Student_Parent-Handbook-21-22.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2021-22-Preschool-Handbook.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Kids-Corner-Parent-handbook-2021-2022.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Order-Form-20211122-.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/TOD-Form-2021Nov.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15&catid=2&Itemid=101
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Hot-Lunch-Schedule-2021-22.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Deposit-Slip.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2022-2023-calendar-Draft-2.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeHzepyiitGJqzHplqBFWjAyloM0OQmUtPBe0Y62Zo-UAqBWg/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeHzepyiitGJqzHplqBFWjAyloM0OQmUtPBe0Y62Zo-UAqBWg/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeHzepyiitGJqzHplqBFWjAyloM0OQmUtPBe0Y62Zo-UAqBWg/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0

