
 
April 12, 2022 

There is something exciting about new beginnings.  We sense it when we start reading a new book.  We know it 
when there is a new baby.  We feel it when we begin a new school year.  We anticipate it with the hiring of a 
new principal.  We envision it with the plans for a new building addition. 

So it is at HCMS at this time.  Eighth graders reading “The Hobbit” with student teacher Jillian Horjus and 
classroom teacher Tyler Prough.  The intensity of their focused eyes made it all too obvious that this new book 
was swallowing them whole in the best of imaginative ways.   Staff members Shane Schaap, Heath Brower, 
Jamie Kamp, and Tyler Prough each experience the exciting miracle of new birth in their families.  Rising 6th 
grade students and parents along with staff collaboratively planning for the new year.  With eager anticipation 
we welcome Chris Achterhof as the new principal of HCMS.  Envisioning building expansion is a reflection of 
enrollment increases and for that we thank God.  Collectively we provide additional opportunities to meet the 
needs of a dynamic mission-focused Middle School education. 

In 2 Corinthians 5:17 we read, “...., what we see is that  
anyone united with the Messiah gets a fresh start, is 
created new.  The old life is gone;  a new life burgeons! 
Look at it!” (The Message) 

Now lest you get the impression that all is a panacea of 
newness where the old is completely gone, let me come 
down from the mountain top.  The new order isn't 
complete – not by a long shot.  But it has begun.  New 
world crocuses are popping up everywhere.  The old 
world yard may still be covered with last year’s dead 
leaves and brush.  But crocuses are sticking up their tiny 
heads everywhere and are saying:  New life is here!   

We are celebrating Holy Week this week when we move 
from Maundy Thursday to Good Friday and ultimately to celebrating the risen Christ who does in fact make all 
things New.  He emerges from suffering the depths of hell and death for us to bursting forth triumphantly leaving 
an empty tomb.  What a Savior!  Though pale in comparison when you see the crocuses emerging from the old 
world cemetery, be reminded that Christ has emerged victorious over death itself and paved the way for us to 
flourish here at HCMS and beyond! 

 
Lance Engbers 
Interim Middle School Principal  

 

Good Friday Chapel  
Students in Young 5s-8th grade will gather for a special Good Friday Chapel in the West Gym on Friday, April 
15 at 10am. Parents are invited to join us!  We look forward to a beautiful time of worshiping Jesus, the King of 
Kings, who gave His life for us!  



ONLINE ENROLLMENT for currently enrolled K-7th students 
Hudsonville Christian School now offers parents of currently enrolled Kindergarten – 7th grade students (those 
going into 1st – 8thgrade for the 2022-23 school year) the option of completing an online enrollment form.  If you 
would prefer to complete a paper copy of the enrollment and emergency contact forms, please let Linda Kellar 
in the admin office know (lkellar@4hcs.org) and forms will be mailed to you.  Enrollment (online and paper) 
forms and enrollment fees are due by April 29, 2022. 

Early Release & Busing on Friday, April 22 
Friday, April 22 is an early release day, with dismissal at 11:10 a.m.  Our staff will be engaged in valuable 
professional development during this afternoon. Hudsonville Public School does NOT have an early release on 
April 22 however they will offer limited busing at dismissal. The following buses will run their regular route:  3, 
10,  32,  44,  65,  74,  75.  One additional bus (#24) will drop off students at Forest Grove Ref. Church, 
Jamestown Chr. Reformed Church and Riley Street Middle School. If your HPS bus number is not mentioned in 
this limited busing list, you will need to provide your own transportation. Students riding Unity buses will also 
need to arrange for transportation home. 

Walkathon	
Pledge forms were sent home just before Spring Break.  If your children haven't already started doing so, 
please encourage them to begin collecting their pledges.  They are due back on April 21.  Don’t forget to 
encourage donations through your family’s page on Just Giving.  A room mom may be contacting you soon to 
see if you are able to help out with counting laps (for grades 4th-8th) at the track.  Please fill out each form for 
each one of your children, including per lap and any online straight donations that they may have.  This is the 
schedule for the Walkathon this year. 

Elementary Chapel @ 8:15-8:40 
Board Buses   Walk 

Grades 7, 8   8:00    8:15-9:00 
Grade  6   9:00    9:15-10:00 
Grades Y5**, K, 1  10:00    10:15-11:00 
Grades 4, 5   11:00    11:15-12:00 
Grades 2, 3   12:15    12:30-1:15 

Please note that Unity’s policy is that no dogs are allowed on the athletic campus.  Let's be good neighbors and 
respect their wishes so that we can continue to use this great facility.  Thank you for your support of this 
important fundraiser! 

Middle School Expansion Project  
We are excited to step Forward in Faith as we launch a Middle School Expansion Project.  Learn more about 
where God is leading our community HERE. As we step Forward in Faith, generous support from our 
community is necessary.  If you would like to see a more detailed plan and in-depth overview of the project and 
how you could significantly impact what God is doing at HCS, please contact Rachel Landstra or Devon Brinks 
and we will arrange a time to review the exciting steps taking place as our mission grows. 

Moms in Prayer 
Moms in Prayer invites you to have a profound impact on your children and HCS by praying specifically with 
other moms each Friday. This week Friday we will be meeting in the preschool lounge at the elementary 
building, 8:00-9:00 a.m. Please check in at the main office. We will be focused on praying for the administration 
and HCS community this week. See you there! 

Summer Hiking Trips 
Students in 5th-8th grade interested in going on one of the hikes this summer can find information and a signup 
HERE. Please sign up by the end of this week! 

Amazon Smile 
Please sign up, bookmark and use  https://smile.amazon.com/  instead of just the regular Amazon site for all 
your Amazon shopping!! Why? Everything is the same for your Amazon ordering except Amazon will donate 
.5% of all that’s purchased on https://smile.amazon.com/  to support Christ-centered education at Hudsonville 
Christian School!  https://smile.amazon.com/   is a simple and automatic way for you to support Hudsonville 
Christian School at no cost to you.  Please sign up, choose Hudsonville Christian School for your charity to 
support and bookmark the link to support our mission every time you shop! 
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdc2z8Cig7zTdLF1LnjdEuXjg716IBEqDK5KJKYmJTROi1MiQ/viewform
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https://smile.amazon.com/
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HCS Employment Opportunities 
Curriculum Director: 
Hudsonville Christian School is seeking applicants for a full-time Curriculum Director for the 2022-2023 school 
year. One of the primary tasks must be to assist in carrying out the school’s mission statement, “Challenging 
Minds and Lives for Christ”, by ensuring our curriculum and instruction is integrated in God’s Word. A minimum 
of a Bachelor’s Degree in education is required. Additional Master’s Degree work in the areas of curriculum and 
instruction, administration, or general education is preferred but not required. Please send your resume and 
completed application to Mr. Devon Brinks, Superintendent, at Hudsonville Christian School, 3435 Oak St., 
Hudsonville, MI 49426. Application materials can also be emailed to Mr. Brinks at dbrinks@4hcs.org. 

Middle School Physical Education Teacher and Athletic Director: 
Hudsonville Christian School is seeking applicants for a full-time Middle School Physical Education teacher and 
Athletic Director for the 2022-2023 school year. Interested applicants should have a Bachelor’s degree in 
elementary education and a valid Physical Education teaching certificate. Please send your resume and 
completed application to Mr. Devon Brinks, Superintendent, at Hudsonville Christian School, 3435 Oak St., 
Hudsonville, MI 49426. Application materials can also be emailed to Mr. Brinks at dbrinks@4hcs.org. 

 

Chapel 
This Friday students in Young 5s-8th grade will gather in the west gym for chapel at 10:00am. Parents are 
welcome to join us!  

Hot Lunch 
The April Menu and other information on the Elementary Hot Lunch Program provided by JenHud Food Service  
can be found on the JenHud Food Service website.  

Music Registration Forms - 5th Grade Students  
If you have not already turned in your Music form please do so as soon as possible as these forms are 
necessary in order for us to start planning and scheduling for next year.  If you have any questions, please feel 
free to reach out to msoffice@4hcs.org.   

Lost and Found 
Parents, our elementary lost and found area (located in the main office lobby) is bursting with discarded items 
again. Please stop by to check out these items, or remind your child to check out the clothing and accessories 
hanging there to see if any items belong to them. 

 

Chapel 
● Tuesday, April 12: JP Sundararajan leading Chapel 
● Thursday, April 14: No Chapel - Maundy Thursday activity in Bible class 
● Friday, April 15: K-8th grade chapel at the  Elementary - West Gym  

Students and staff will gather in the south gym for chapel from 7:55-8:25 AM on Tuesday. Friday’s chapel is at 
10:00 AM.  Parents are welcome to join us!  If you would like to view the Middle School Chapels at a later time, 
you can also find recordings on our Middle school website. Chapel  

Hot Lunch   
Hot Lunch this Wednesday, April 13 is Arby’s Roast Beef Sandwich $2.00   Pop/Chips $.50 each. 
The hot lunch menu is available on our website.  

Grade 8 Parents - PSAT Testing Date 
The Grade 8 students will be taking the PSAT test on the morning of Tuesday, April 19, 2022.  This test is set up 
by Unity Christian High School. Transportation will be provided by the school.  The PSAT testing provides 
valuable information for our school in the subject areas of English Language Arts and Math, it helps Unity 
Christian High School with future placement and scheduling for students, and it also serves as a very helpful  
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test practice for our students.  To have the best outcomes for your child, PLEASE avoid any appointments on 
this date that would interfere with the PSAT testing. 

8th Grade Activity Fee 
Just a reminder, please have your 8th grader’s activity fee paid by Friday, April 22.   Checks can be brought to 
the office. If	paying	this	fee	is	a	hardship	in	any	way	for	your	family,	please	be	sure	you	connect	with	
Lance	Engbers,	the	Middle	School	Interim	Principal.	

 

Unity Christian New Student Co-Curricular Night   
Unity Christian will hold a Co-Curricular Night for incoming freshman on Thursday, April 21 starting at 7:00 p.m.  
Students and parents will have the opportunity to meet with the coaches and organizers of Unity athletic teams 
and activities such as Student Council, Science Olympiad, Robotics, the play, the musical, and more to learn 
about areas where they might like to become involved at Unity.  A schedule for the evening was emailed to 
parents of incoming 8th graders.  We look forward to seeing you on April 21, and feel free to contact us at 
669-1820 or athletics@unitychristian.org with any questions you may have! 
  
Unity Christian Sports Physical Night  
Unity Christian will host a Sports Physical Night on Tuesday, May 3 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. at the high school.  
Per MHSAA rules, all students who wish to participate in athletics next year must provide Unity with a physical 
dated after April 15, 2022 PRIOR to tryouts/practice for their first sport.  The cost for this sports physical is $15, 
payable that evening to Unity Christian High School.  Students seeking a physical need to arrive with a physical 
form that is filled out with all signatures complete before they will be examined.  You can find a physical form at 
this link or they can be picked up at Unity’s main office.    
  
Unity Christian Summer Sports Camps 
Registration for Unity’s Summer Sports Camps for students ages 3 – 12thgrade open on Tuesday, April 12.  The 
registration link and schedule of camps can be found at this link or at unitychristianathletics.org under “Camps & 
Clinics”.  In order to plan properly for our camps, we ask that you register by June 8 and submit payment by 
June 10.  There will be a $5.00 late registration fee for registrations made after June 8.  Please contact Unity’s 
Athletic Office at 669-1820 or athletics@unitychristian.org with any questions you may have! 
	 
Unity Summer Sports Camp Schedule and Registration Information  
Unity Christian will be hosting several summer sports camps for students ages three to 12th grade.  Our 
summer camp schedule is currently available on our website at this link, and registration is open. We look 
forward to hosting your students at Unity sports camps this summer! 

IF Gathering:  Hudsonville 
Evergreen Ministries is going to be hosting a one-day IF Gathering event on April 30 from 9am-4pm (doors 
open at 8:30am).  We'd love to invite you to join other women from our community as we wrestle with the 
challenge of how to live in this world right now and how to navigate a life that goes against culture.  Lunch and 
snacks will be provided!  If you have any questions, you can email ifhudsonville@gmail.com or register at this 
LINK.  

Craft and Vendor Show 
West Michigan Adoption Support Group is holding a Craft & Vendor Show on Saturday, April 23 from 9am-2pm 
at Anchor Point Christian School. Join us in supporting adoptive families and small businesses while you shop! 
Admission is free! Click HERE for more information and sneak peeks.  

Gordon Swim Lessons  
Are you looking for swim lessons for your kids this summer? Jamin and Stella Gordon have been teaching 
lessons for 4+ years. Their teaching style is based in smaller classes to provide more individual focus with each 
kid. Classes are 30min a day 4 days a week. Your child will learn water safety and will become comfortable and 
confident in water all while having fun and being safe. Call or text Jamin Gordon at (616)218-8633 for more 
information. 
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Employment Opportunity 
Ivanrest Church is currently seeking our next Facilities Coordinator. This full-time position is responsible for the 
overall maintenance and cleanliness of the church building, grounds and vehicles. Our ideal candidate will have 
the ability to juggle multiple tasks, manage time and resources well, and have a servant-heart. If you or 
someone you know is interested in being part of this team and church community, check out the job description 
and explore our church website (www.ivanrest.org/job-openings). Cover letters and resumes should be sent to 
applications@ivanrestcrc.org by Friday, May 6. 

 

April 15  Good Friday - All School Chapel in the Elementary West Gym  
April 17  Easter 
April 22  Early Release - Limited Busing & no Unity busing at dismissal 
April 26  4 School Spring Celebration - West Gym  
April 29  Awesome Arts Day  
May 6  Walkathon 
May 6  Limited Busing 
May 6  7th Grade Service Project  
May 23-27  Last week of Preschool 
May 26  Ascension Day  
May 30  Memorial Day 
May 31-June 3  8th Grade Exams and Faith Journey Projects 
June 1  Spring Choir & Orchestra Concert at Fair Haven 
June 2  Spring Band Concert (5th-8th grade) at Fair Haven  
June 6  8th Grade Class Trip 
June 8  Limited Busing 
June 8 Last Day of School (half day) 
June 9  Teacher Day; Report Cards Posted    
  

 
  

● School Calendar – 2021-2022 
● HCS Parent Handbook  – 2021-2022 
● Middle School Handbook – 2021-2022 
● Preschool (3 School, 4 School and NB 4School) Handbook – 2021-2022 
● Kids’ Corner Parent Handbook – 2021-2022 
● TRIP Order Form 
● TRIP On Demand Form 
● Jen-Hud Food Service Information 
● Middle School Hot Lunch Schedule 
● Elementary Hot Lunch Deposit Slips 
● 2022-2023 School Calendar 
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