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October 25, 2022 

I trust that everyone had a relaxing and enjoyable fall break over the extended weekend. Hopefully it was a time 
that was spent with family and friends. Our Hudsonville Christian School teachers and staff had an enjoyable 
fall break as well. Teachers and staff attended the Christian Educators Association (CEA) conference in South 
Bend, Indiana on Thursday and Friday. Christian school teachers gathered from Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana, and 
Michigan for a time of fellowship, learning, and worship. “Restored and Renewed” was this year’s theme for the 
2022 CEA Convention. As teachers, staff, and administrators in a Christian school, we confront a variety of 
things. Sometimes the “things” of the world become heavy and hard to carry. This year’s theme is a great 
reminder that we can come together before our Heavenly Father. We can hope in Him and His power. It is 
through Him that our souls can be renewed and restored so we do not have to grow weary in our good work. 
We are restored and renewed to bring about His good and perfect work in Christian education. 

The keynote speaker was Gary Schmidt, who is an author and has taught at Calvin University for the last 38 
years. His address took a look at the Bible and at his life to share amazement in how God works, does, and 
shows us. The infused biblical stories used and his shared testimony are reminders that educators should not 
stop being amazed by what God is doing and what He has done. Teachers had 96 sectionals to choose from 
that were geared to their interests and fields of study. A few sectional titles were “We’re Going to Need a Bigger 
Boat -School Culture after 2020”, “Immerse for Schools: Reading the Bible Together”, “What Does Being 
Reformed Have To Do With My Lesson Plans? (Everything) ”, and “Tips and Tricks for the Outdoor Education 
Classroom”. 

Another valuable aspect of the teacher convention is time to discuss educational matters with co-workers. 
Riding back and forth to the convention while carpooling with teachers gave time to discuss what was heard at 
the conference, share what has been happening in the classrooms, and plan to implement in the classrooms 
and school. This was also done around the tables at mealtime, as well as other down time throughout the day 
and evening. I am looking forward to a time of reflection with staff members in the coming days and weeks. 

Teachers come back from the annual convention hopefully a little more refreshed, challenged, restored, 
renewed, and filled with ideas to use in their classrooms. They are very appreciative of the opportunity to learn 
and grow in their faith and in their profession at these well-done educator’s conventions. 

In His service,  

!  
Devon Brinks 
Superintendent 

!  

Halloween 
The policy on Halloween at HCS is that we do nothing to support it in classroom activities or decorations.  

Report Cards 
The first nine-week marking period will end on Friday, October 28. Report cards will be posted to RenWeb on 
Friday, November 4 for students in 1st-8th grade. If you are not able to access the report card by computer or 
must have a hard copy, please call the elementary office at 669-6689 or middle school office at 669-7487.  If 
you experience problems or have questions about accessing this information through RenWeb, please contact 
Steve Schnyders at sschnyders@4hcs.org (elementary) or Terry Steenstra at tsteenstra@4hcs.org (middle 
school).   

mailto:sschyders@4hcs.org
mailto:tsteenstra@4hcs.org


Parent/Teacher Conferences  
Parent/Teacher Conferences are scheduled for November 8 & 10 for students in Young 5s - 8th Grade. 
Childcare will be available during your conference time. You will be notified of your conference time(s) by mail.  
School will be in session regular hours on both conference days.  There will be no school for 3 School through 
8th Grade on Friday, November 11.  

Grandparents’ Day 
We are looking forward to Grandparents’ Day on Friday, November 18. Thank you for filling out the grandparent 
information form. Invitations were sent to grandparents and special friends last week.  The invitation, along with 
the schedule and parking information is also available on our website.  

Yearbook Order 
Now is the time to order the HCS yearbook for your student!  Orders are taken now for the all-color yearbook 
that students will receive in May 2022.  The cost is $25 per yearbook and you must purchase it online through 
Herff-Jones at www.YearbookOrderCenter.com.  You must enter our school order number that is 3469.  Please 
note that you must order online by Tuesday, November 1. 

Moms in Prayer 
Find community, find purpose. We are mothers who, together, bring all our concerns before our Heavenly 
Father. In prayer, we know that we are not alone and that gives us reassurance and hope. Let us stand with you 
in prayer for your children and for HCS. This week Friday we will be meeting at the Middle School 8:00-9:00 
a.m. Check in at the main office and they will direct you where to go. We will be focused on praying for the staff 
and students in grades 5 and 6 this week. See you there! 

HCS Girls Volleyball Clinic 
Who: 4th-8th grade girls 
When: Saturday November 12 and 19 
          4/5th grade 8:30am-10:30am 
          6-8th grade 10:30am-12:30pm 
Where: HCS West Gym 
What: Introduction to the game of volleyball and fundamental skill development.  We will be working on the 
individual skills of passing, setting, hitting and serving and how to incorporate them into a game setting.  The 
clinic is led by Hope Hoezee, Unity Christian Varsity Volleyball Assistant Coach and Director of Cross-train 
Volleyball League. Please turn in the registration form with payment to the office by Monday, November 7th. 
Late registrations will be accepted but a t-shirt is not guaranteed.   
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Chapel 
All elementary students will gather in the east gym for chapel each Friday from 10:00-10:25 AM. Parents are 
welcome to join us and may enter through the kitchen doors.  

Hot Lunch 
The menu as well as other information on the Elementary Hot Lunch Program provided by JenHud Food 
Service can be found on the JenHud Food Service website.  

Playground Helpers for November & December 
We are in need of a few parents to help monitor the playground everyday of the week for November & 
December. Sign up to help before school, snack recess or lunch recess by clicking HERE. Thank you! 

Y5-5th Author Visit from Eric and Meredith Schrotenboer 
We are thrilled to welcome local authors, Eric and Meredith Schrotenboer, to Hudsonville Christian on Thursday, 
November 10.  Eric and Meredith are new authors who are passionate about writing books that help children fall 
more in love with God’s words.  Eric is a familiar face to Hudsonville Christian as he has played piano for many 
of our Christmas programs.  Eric and Meredith will be coming to the elementary building to talk with the 
students in Young 5s through 5th grade about their books, the land of the Bible, and what it is like being 
authors.  They currently have 4 books that have been published.  Your children took home an order form today 
if you are interested in purchasing any of their books and having them signed while Eric and Meredith are here.  
Copies of Eric and Meredith’s books are in the main office if you would like to take a look at them before you 
order.  For more information check out their website: https://www.freshwindstudios.com Order forms are due 
Friday, November 4.  Please note: checks should be made out to Fresh Winds Studios. 

https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Grandparents-Day-mailing-2022.pdf
http://www.yearbookordercenter.com/
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/elemVBclinic22.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080C4DA9A82FA1FE3-elementary1
https://www.freshwindstudios.com/


Love Bazaar  
Love Bazaar 2022 is on the calendar! That's right, the big day is December 2!! We are kicking off the great 
CHRISTmas Season with this fun day for the kids to shop for their families! An info packet will come home in 
November. If you signed up to volunteer this year, please check your email soon for important information 
regarding how your shift will look. Also, be sure to find a replacement if you are no longer able to fulfill your shift. 
HCS families, don't throw out your boxes of Wheaties, the Love Bazaar Committee will be collecting boxes of all 
sizes as well as gift bags, tissue paper and bubble wrap. Please drop them off in the big wrapped box by the 
main office and give Mrs. Kellar a jolly wave! The Love Bazaar Committee wants to thank all who are 
volunteering to help this year! We are excited to celebrate this fun day with HCS! 
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Chapel 
● Tuesday, October 25: Mr Ritsema’s Homeroom leading chapel 
● Thursday, October 27: Student Praise and Worship team leading chapel 

Students and staff will gather in the south gym for chapel from 7:55-8:25AM. Parents are welcome to join us!  If 
you would like to view the Middle School Chapels at a later time, you can also find recordings on our website- 
Chapel. 

Hot Lunch  
Pizza Ranch ($2.25/slice) Cheese/Bacon, pop (limit 1) and assorted bag chips $.50 each. The hot lunch menu 
is available on our website.  

Donuts  
Donuts will be sold during morning break Friday, October 28 for $1.25.   

Grade 7 Activity Fee 
Please send in your $85.00 Activity Fee to the middle school office by THIS Friday, October 28. 
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JCS Fall Arts & Crafts Fest 
Don't miss Jenison Christian School's Annual Fall Arts and Crafts event on  Saturday, November 5. Doors open 
at 9:00 a.m. and the event runs until 2:00 p.m. Entry is free. There will be over 115 local vendors with unique 
handmade art, jewelry, baked goods, gifts and more. JCS is located at  7726 Graceland, Jenison. If you have 
any questions, please email: Craftshow@jenisonchristian.org. 

Boys Saturday Basketball Program 
Unity Christian is pleased to offer a Saturday Basketball program for boys in grades 4 - 6.  This program will be 
held on November 19, December 3, 10, 17, and January 7.  Each session will teach fundamental basketball 
skills and provide team competition.  Fourth grade boys will meet from 9:00 – 10:00 a.m., and 5th/6th graders will 
meet from 10:15 – 11:45 a.m.  The cost to participate is $45 for 4th grade and $55 for 5th/6th grades, and the 
deadline to register is November 9.  Please go to  https://unitychristianathletics.org/main/campsclinics/ for more 
information and an online registration link.  Information can also be found at www.unitychristianathletics.org 
under the “Camps & Clinics” tab.   

Miles of Smiles 
The Miles of Smiles (MOS) mobile dental unit provides free, preventive and restorative dental services for 
financially-qualifying children in Ottawa county. Click HERE for more information and to schedule your child a 
visit.  
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October 28       End of the First 9 Weeks  
November 3        Picture Retakes 
November 4         Report Cards Posted 
November 8 & 10        Y5s - 8th Parent/Teacher Conferences 
November 11        Teacher Day - No School for students 
November 18        Grandparents’ Day (Y5s - 8th) 

https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/middle/chapel/
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/MS-Hot-Lunch-Schedule-22.23.pdf
https://unitychristianathletics.org/main/campsclinics/
http://www.unitychristianathletics.org/
https://ottawacounty.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_1Bb8bIIo9ZdqI2W


November 23-25        Thanksgiving Break 
December 2        Love Bazaar 
December 6       6/7/8 Band, Orchestra & Choir Concert at Jenison Performing Arts Center 
December 12       Elementary Christmas Celebration at FairHaven 
December 12-16        Middle School Spiritual Emphasis Week 
December 19,20,21        HPS Limited Busing AM & PM / Unity Combined PM Routes 
Dec. 22- Jan. 3         Christmas Break 
January 4        School Resumes 
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● School Calendar – 2022-2023 
● HCS Parent Handbook  - 2022-2023 (Includes Middle School Handbook) 
● Middle School 2020-2021 Chromebook Use and Contract 
● Preschool (3 School, 4 School and NB 4 School) Handbook - 2022-2023 
● Kids' Corner Parent Handbook - 2022-2023 
● TRIP Order Form 
● TRIP On Demand Form 
● Jen-Hud Food Service Information 

https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2022-2023-calendar-with-pg-2-2.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/HCS-Parent-Handbook-22.23.docx.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/22-23-Acceptable-Use-and-Chromebook-Expectation-Contract.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Preschool-Handbook-22-23.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Kids-Corner-Parent-handbook-2022-2023.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Scheduled220606.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/TOD220627.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15&catid=2&Itemid=101

