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This past summer I caught my kids staring at something on the driveway.  They were watching a tiny ant 
carrying a crumb at least 5 times its size.  They were in awe of how such a tiny creature could carry such a 
heavy load.  A little research on Google informed me that ants can carry up to 20 times their weight!  We 
watched the ant move toward the anthill near the road.  Trip after trip, ants carry food, working together through 
consistent forward progress.  Each tiny trip back to that anthill seems insignificant, but they work faithfully as 
part of their community- each with their own job.  Creating an anthill becomes the collaborative work of a 
community over a long period of time.  Ants teach us the value of hard work together; they operate in unity, with 
a shared purpose and goal, embodying what I’d like to call “ant power.” 

A couple of weeks ago our entire staff met for professional learning together during our early release day.  The 
“ant power” was evident throughout the room.  Through our laughter and community building, it was clear that 
this team is dedicated to serving every student at HCS.  Their willingness to learn and grow as members of a 
community brought me excitement and gratitude for HCS. 

As a new member of the community at Hudsonville Christian, I so clearly see how God is using each staff 
member as they serve faithfully here.  I’ve had the opportunity to meet with many staff members to learn about 
the work they do, their love for their students, and their desire to learn and grow as professionals.  I’ve seen 
how hard they work as members of this community, and how they strive to help all students know that they 
belong here as part of HCS, and ultimately as members of God’s Kingdom.  Most importantly, I’ve seen their 
“ant power”- their work done faithfully each day toward a common goal and purpose: challenging minds and 
lives for Christ.  I’m thankful to be a part of this community, and thankful for you as we partner together in this 
Kingdom work! 

!  
Jen Rysdam 
Curriculum Director 
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School Board Quarterly Update 
We are thankful for the service of our School Board Members. Click HERE to read the quarterly report from our 
School Board.  

HCS Childwatch Phone Number Update 
Child Watch is a program run by parent volunteers to ensure that each child is accounted for each school day. 
Please take note that this number has changed as of last spring!  Parents must call the Child Watch 
number (616-379-0332) whenever a child will not be at school due to an illness, appointment, or any 
other reason even if you have notified the teacher. If this is not done, a volunteer will be calling the home of 
the absent student to make certain the child is accounted for.  

Grandparents’ Day 
We look forward to Grandparents’ Day, which will be held on Friday, November 18!  Students in Young 5s-8th 
grade can invite grandparents or a special friend to join us for chapel, refreshments and classroom visits. 
Parents, we need your help with this! Please fill out this google form with your family’s grandparent/
special friend information by this Friday, October 7. The Grandparents’ Day committee will be sending out 
invitations mid-October.  

Parent/Teacher Conferences  
Parent/Teacher Conferences are scheduled for November 8 & 10 for students in Young 5s - 8th Grade. 
Childcare will be available during your conference time. Please return the sheet to school no later than 
Wednesday, October 12.  You will be notified of your conference time(s) by mail in three to four weeks. School 
will be in session regular hours on both conference days.  There will be no school for 3 School through 8th 
Grade on Friday, November 11. Thank you!  

No School for CEA Convention 
There will be no school or Kids’ Corner for students on Thursday, October 20 and Friday, October 21 so that our 
teachers can participate in the Christian Educators Association Convention. 

Yearbook Order 
Now is the time to order the HCS yearbook for your student!  Orders are taken now for the all-color yearbook 
that students will receive in May 2022.  The cost is $25 per yearbook and you must purchase it online through 
Herff-Jones at www.YearbookOrderCenter.com.  You must enter our school order number that is 3469.  Please 
note that you must order online by Tuesday, November 1. 

Math Pentathlon 
Math Pentathlon is back! Does your child enjoy playing games? Students in grades 1-7 meet on Tuesdays from 
3-4pm to learn games and develop problem-solving skills. Students of all math abilities are welcome. Click here 
for more information and registration. Payment and registration forms are due by October 11. Student 
discounts available for parents volunteering as a coach.  Questions? Call Kim Honore’ 616-893-9197 or Leslie 
Knoper 616-325-5790.  

Moms in Prayer 
We live in a culture that seeks to blind our children to the reality of God's love for them. Praying with other 
moms for our children and our school breaks through these barriers, impacting them for Christ. This week 
Friday Moms in Prayer will be meeting at the Middle School 8:00-9:00 a.m. Check in at the main office and they 
will direct you where to go. We will be focused on praying for the staff and students in grades 1 and 2 this week. 
See you there! 

Harvest Family Fun Day 
Thank you!!! Our 2nd annual Harvest Family Fun Day was a huge success! What an absolutely gorgeous day 
the Lord gave to us. Thank you to every single volunteer that gave of their time and talents to serve at a game, 
or serve food. This event could not happen without you!!  Thank you to all the families that donated cereal and 
pop, enjoyed a donut, played the games, watched the joy on kids faces, and embraced the community of 
Hudsonville Christian.  We cannot wait to begin planning for next year! See you in the Fall of 2023! 

https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/SBQ-Sep-2022.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeQjc4juUcR921a7ibXnGeD3Yu1BMMTVnw2YRT8ggDNYe9NzA/viewform?usp=sf_link
http://www.yearbookordercenter.com/
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/What-is-Math-Pentathlon_2022.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Math-Pentathlon-Registration-Form-2022-23-.pdf
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080c4da9a82fa1fe3-202223
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Chapel 
All elementary students will gather in the east gym for chapel each Friday from 10:00-10:25 AM. Parents are 
welcome to join us and may enter through the kitchen doors.  

Hot Lunch 
The menu as well as other information on the Elementary Hot Lunch Program provided by JenHud Food 
Service can be found on the JenHud Food Service website.  

Mothers of 5th Grade Girls 
Plan to attend the 5th Grade Girls Sex Ed. night with your daughter tonight - Tuesday, October 4 at 7:00 PM in 
the Media Center.  

Author Lisa McMann is Coming to HCS 
New York Times Bestselling Author (and Mrs. Kiepert's sister), Lisa McMann, is coming to talk to the 4th and 5th 
graders on October 31 about her new series, The Forgotten Five.  The 4th and 5th graders are taking home an 
order form today.  These forms are due on Friday, October 14.  Lisa will talk with the students and will sign their 
books while she is here.  We are thrilled to welcome Lisa back to our school and look forward to learning about 
the life of an author. 

!  
Chapel 

● Tuesday, October 4: Mrs. VanTil leading chapel 
● Thursday, October 6: Pastor Bob Huisman leading chapel 

Students and staff will gather in the south gym for chapel from 7:55-8:25AM. Parents are welcome to join us!  If 
you would like to view the Middle School Chapels at a later time, you can also find recordings on our website- 
Chapel. 

Hot Lunch  
Hot Lunch is DJ’s pizza - Ham or Pepperoni ($2.25/slice), pop (limit 1) and assorted bag chips $.50 each. The 
hot lunch menu is available on our website.  

Donuts 
This week Friday morning break students will have the opportunity to purchase Donuts for  $1.25 each. Please 
note, there was a $.25 increase in cost to cover the cost of the donuts.  

Grade 6 Trips to Saugatuck Dunes 
Our Grade 6 students and staff are heading to the Saugatuck Dunes this week!  6A Helms & 6B Huisman will 
go today, October 4 and 6C Sietsema & 6D Schaap will go on Thursday, October 6.   It is VERY important that 
students wear long sleeves and long pants as we are aware of ticks, mosquitoes, etc.  Please be in prayer in 
the upcoming days for safety, good weather and important learning about God’s amazing creation. 

PE Shirts 
Middle School PE shirts are in and handed out to students.  If your child did not receive theirs, please contact 
the office.  There are a few extra for those of you who might still need one. 

Grade 7 Winter Camp Parent Chaperone Sign-ups 
7th Grade Winter Camp is scheduled for January 18-20, 2023.  If you are interested in applying to be a parent 
chaperone for this adventure, now is the time to submit your application!  An email with the form attached was 
sent to every 7th grade household.  Applications are accepted until this Friday, October 7th at 4:00pm in the 
middle school office. 

Grade 7 Activity Fee 
 Please send in your $85.00 Activity Fee to the middle school office by Friday, October 28. 

https://www.jenhudfood.org/
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/middle/chapel/
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/MS-Hot-Lunch-Schedule-22.23.pdf


6th, 7th, 8th Fall Orchestra, Band and Choir Concert  
The Orchestra, Band, and Choir Concert will be on Tuesday, October 18 @ Fair Haven Church. The concert 
begins at 7:00. The call time for all middle school performers is 6:40. Students must be in formal concert attire 
(black pants/ skirts, black shoes and a white plain top). Dress code applies. See you there! 

!  

Unity Christian Spirit Store 
Unity’s ONLINE SPIRIT STORE is open now through Tuesday, October 11! Orders will be placed and shipped 
after October 11. The online merchandise is not available in the spirit store at school. All online sales are final.  

Unity Christian Sponsored Girls' Middle School Swim Team 
Unity Christian is pleased to offer a swim team for girls in 6th - 8th grade.  This program will begin on October 
18 and will conclude on December 7.  Practices will be held at Hudsonville High School (old pool), and four 
meets are planned.  The cost to participate is $80, and the deadline to register is October 14.  Please go to 
Unity Christian High School Middle School Girls Swim (unitychristianathletics.org) for more information and an 
on-line registration link.  Information can also be found at www.unitychristianathletics.org under the "More" tab.   

Mom To Mom Sale 
Join us Saturday, October 8, for Jenison Christian School's new and improved mom-to-mom sale! Shop our 
sale to find great deals on gently used children's clothing (size infant through teen), maternity clothing, baby 
items, books, games, toys, and sports equipment. The sale time has been extended this year from 9:00 am - 
12:00 pm. The sale will close briefly, and then re-open at 12:30 for a 15 minute grab bag sale (also new this 
year!). You will be able to purchase a bag for $10 that you can fill with items remaining at the sale. Admission is 
free and strollers are welcome.  

3 on 3 Basketball Tournament 
It's that time of year again, Heritage Christian School will be hosting its 20th annual 3 on 3 basketball 
tournament. Please click HERE to register your teams. Registration ends October 18, 2022.  
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October 4        5th Grade Girls Sex Ed night 
October 4        6A & 6B Dunes Trip 
October 6        6C & 6D Dunes Trip 
October 18        6/7/8 Band, Orchestra & Choir Concert at FairHaven 
October 19        Middle School Fall Fitness Feat 
October 20-21        CEA Convention (no school for students) 
October 24        Limited Busing AM & PM 
October 28       End of the First 9 Weeks  
November 3        Picture Retakes 
November 4         Report Cards Posted 
November 8 & 10        Y5s - 8th Parent/Teacher Conferences 
November 11        Teacher Day - No School for students 
November 18        Grandparents’ Day (Y5s - 8th) 
November 23-25        Thanksgiving Break 
December 2        Love Bazaar 
December 6       6/7/8 Band, Orchestra & Choir Concert at Jenison Performing Arts Center 
December 12       Elementary Christmas Celebration at FairHaven 
December 12-16        Middle School Spiritual Emphasis Week 
December 19,20,21       HPS Limited Busing AM & PM / Unity Combined PM Routes 
Dec. 22- Jan. 3         Christmas Break 
January 4        School Resumes 

!  
  

● School Calendar – 2022-2023 
● HCS Parent Handbook  - 2022-2023 (Includes Middle School Handbook) 
● Middle School 2020-2021 Chromebook Use and Contract 
● Preschool (3 School, 4 School and NB 4 School) Handbook - 2022-2023 
● Kids' Corner Parent Handbook - 2022-2023 

https://unityfanwear.itemorder.com/
https://www.unitychristianathletics.org/main/otherad/contentID/39913716
http://www.unitychristianathletics.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf7aKf4ICX0xsW6B_R6N3sdd4YsG3Vr25NhT1MfNft8WimkuQ/viewform
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2022-2023-calendar-with-pg-2-2.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/HCS-Parent-Handbook-22.23.docx.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/22-23-Acceptable-Use-and-Chromebook-Expectation-Contract.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Preschool-Handbook-22-23.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Kids-Corner-Parent-handbook-2022-2023.pdf


● TRIP Order Form 
● TRIP On Demand Form 
● Jen-Hud Food Service Information 

https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Scheduled220606.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/TOD220627.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15&catid=2&Itemid=101

