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November 22, 2022 

A few months ago, after witnessing a 
chapel where students spent the 
morning reading Scripture, I wrote about 
how I should “act a little more like a 
middle schooler”. People thought I was 
crazy, yet appreciated a perspective that 
challenged typical assumptions of middle 
schoolers. Here’s another crazy idea. 
Last Wednesday I voluntarily attended a 
7th grade skating party and…actually 
had a great time! And it wasn’t why you 
might expect. 

I expected to put on roller blades that 
had been (hopefully) disinfected, skate in circles for an hour and a half, attempt the limbo, and above all else, 
not get injured. I also expected the awkward moment when the “couples skate” began and the nervous laughter 
and hormonal tension became palpable. 

And it lived up to all those expectations–and more. But what I didn’t expect was a conversation with the staff at 
RollXscape and an email later that evening. The staff mentioned how respectful our kids were the whole night. 
They were shocked when kids said “please” or “thank you” when they ordered a pretzel or ‘pickle-sicle’. We 
later received an email from the owner that read: 

I just wanted to pass along some comments from my staff about your skating event with us. Please pass this along.  

-“Those were the most polite kids we have ever had at a school party.” 
-“This was the cleanest a school party has ever left our facility.” 
-“I was impressed with how well they followed instructions and rules.” 

I can say that I can agree with them 100%. Thank you for setting up this event. We hope to work with Hudsonville 
Christian more in the future.  

I could not help but smile as I read this email and the impression it made on the staff at RollXscape. What a 
blessing to work with students that are gracious and partner with parents that raise their sons/daughters to be 
respectful and polite.  

Perhaps it’s sad that our world expects 7th graders to be disrespectful and immature. Don’t get me wrong, there 
are moments. However, last week I was thankful to witness 85 seventh graders not live up to those 
expectations.  

!  
Chris Achterhof 
Middle School Principal 
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Thanksgiving Break 
There will be no school for 3 School through eighth grade November 23-25. Kids’ Corner and our school offices 
will also be closed.  Thank you!  

Rescheduled HCS Grandparents' Day Date 
Due to the November 18 school cancellation, Grandparents' Day has been rescheduled.  Please note the 
rescheduled date is Friday, April 14, 2023.  

Vacations and Making Up Schoolwork 
Please inform the office and your child’s teacher if you are planning a vacation where students will miss school. 
Ordinarily, teachers will give work that was missed to the students when they return to school.  If a teacher finds 
it convenient to do so, he/she may provide some work in advance. However, parents should not expect this.  It 
is the responsibility of the students to make the work up as soon as possible upon return.  Please check out the 
Parent Handbook to view the complete school absence policy. Thank you!  

Moms in Prayer 
The Moms in Prayer group will not be meeting this week due to Thanksgiving Break. Please join us on 
December 2 at the middle school! 

Christmas Blessings - Share Yours! 
Some of our HCS families are experiencing struggles due to employment issues, health concerns, etc.  Please 
prayerfully consider how your family can bless another HCS family in need this Christmas season.  If you know 
of a family in need, please contact Devon Brinks, Tricia Kiepert or Chris Achterhof.  Gift card donations in any 
amount to Target, Walmart, JCPenney, Speedway, Family Fare, and Meijer can be dropped off in the school 
offices until December 16.  
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Hot Lunch 
The menu as well as other information on the Elementary Hot Lunch Program provided by JenHud Food 
Service can be found on the JenHud Food Service website.  

Love Bazaar 
The Love Bazaar is ready to deck the halls at HCS NEXT WEEK!! December 2 your child will find the gym 
transformed into a holiday shop! Start digging in your closet for the most festive sweaters as the Love Bazaar 
Committee invites students and teachers to join the volunteers in wearing the jolliest colors! If you signed up to 
volunteer this year please check your email for important information regarding how your shift will look. Also, 
please be sure to find a replacement if you are no longer able to fulfill your shift. Your child should have brought 
home a Love Bazaar information packet. Please take a look at the information and have your kids fill out their 
list and check it twice to make sure it is immediate family only. THANK YOU to all who donated wrapping items! 
It's going to be the best day!!! 

Christmas Celebration 
Mark your calendars and plan to join us on Monday, December 12 for the Elementary Christmas Celebration 
held at Fair Haven Church beginning at 7 p.m. This program will involve our elementary students in 1st - 5th 
grades. 

Lost and Found  
Our elementary lost and found is bursting with discarded items. Please remind your child(ren) to check out 
these items in the hall by the lower elementary office to see if anything belongs to them. Parents - please check 
out the lost and found when you are at school. All unclaimed items will be donated to REVIVE over Christmas 
break.  

https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/HCS-Parent-Handbook-22.23.docx.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/
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Chapel 
Students and staff will gather in the south gym for chapel from 7:55-8:25AM. Parents are welcome to join us!  If 
you would like to view the Middle School Chapels at a later time, you can also find recordings on our website- 
Chapel. 

● Tuesday, November 22: Tim Bosch led chapel. 

Hot Lunch  
No Hot Lunch this week due to Thanksgiving Break.  The hot lunch menu is available on our website.  

Middle School Thanksgiving Giving Project   
This year the Middle school will be collecting stocking stuffer items (see attached list) for Love Your Neighbor 
Community Christmas Store for those in need of support at Christmas.  We will be collecting items or donations 
of money from now through Tuesday, November 29. 

Ski Club Sign-up Deadline 
If you are interested in participating in the Ski Club be sure to turn your form in to the Middle School office by 
November, 29!! The HCMS Ski Club will be selling Bittersweet Ski Club passes for middle school students who 
wish to attend.  Ski passes cost $29 and provide students a discounted rate for lift tickets and equipment rental.  
The cost of the membership card is nearly recouped after just a few trips to Bittersweet.  Middle school students 
must buy passes through the HCMS Club to be eligible to ride the bus and attend with our HCMS Middle School 
Ski Club. Passes purchased elsewhere do not receive transportation to Bittersweet. Passes are also available 
for family and friends but only HCS middle school students will be allowed to ride the bus. Visit this link for 
important HCMS Ski Club INFORMATION and FORMS.  Paper copies of this information can be found in the 
Middle School office. Registration forms and fees are due to the Middle or Elementary School office by Tuesday, 
Nov. 29.  If you have questions, please email Brian Knot (bknot@4hcs.org). 

Middle School Spelling Bee 
The middle school Spelling Bee is scheduled for Wednesday, January 11, 2023. Each grade level can qualify up 
to eight students. Information is available from the 6th-8th grade language arts teachers. If you have any 
questions, contact Joy De Windt at jdewindt@4hcs.org. 

Middle School Sports Schedules 
You can access an overview of the sports programs offered here in the middle school as well as the current 
sports schedules for the middle school teams on our school website. 
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Cross-train Volleyball 
The Cross-train Volleyball League offers local 5-8th grade girls the opportunity to improve their volleyball skills 
in a nine week league.  Experienced coaches facilitate fundamental skill development, position training, and 
team play in a  faith-based environment.  Format includes weekly practices and four match dates. The league 
runs January 23-March 25, evaluations take place January 3 and 5.  Space is limited.  Paperwork is available in 
the HCS office or by email request.  The league is coordinated by Hope Hoezee, Unity Christian Varsity 
Assistant. Registration begins November 26th via Signup Genius (participants must register via Signup Genius 
first and then send in paperwork).  Email crosstrainvb@gmail.com for paperwork or with questions. 

Unity Christian Musical Performances 
Unity Christian is proud to present Bright Start this fall under the direction of Mrs. Ashton Foreman. 
Performances are scheduled for 7pm on December 1 and 2 and at 5pm on December 3. Performances will take 
place at the Hudsonville High School Auditorium on Allen Street. Tickets are now on sale for $8 each. All tickets 
are sold online here or on our website under "Parent Resources." You are able to pick your own seats and pay 
online.  For handicap seating, please call the school office at 669-1820. 

Holly Jolly Christmas Market 
Zutphen’s Holly Jolly Christmas Market will be on Saturday, December 3 from 9:00 am – 2:00 pm at Zutphen 
CRC (3223 40th Ave. Hudsonville, MI)! Enjoy a fun day of Christmas shopping! You will find unique gifts from 
over 40 booths of Christmas candies, handmade soaps, jewelry, candles, apparel, personalized items, 
farmhouse décor, live Christmas trees, Christmas planters, and so much more! Enjoy lunch, a hot cocoa bar,  

https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/middle/chapel/
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/MS-Hot-Lunch-Schedule-22.23.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/BittersweetSkiClubInformation-2022-23.pdf
mailto:bknot@4hcs.org
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/middle/athletics/
https://www.hudsonvillepublicschools.org/finearts/facility-maps
https://uchs.ludus.com/index.php?show_id=20507
https://www.unitychristian.org/


and fun raffles! All proceeds from booth fees, lunch, and raffles go toward the Mission trips for our Zutphen 
Youth groups. 

Unity Christian Sponsored Boys Middle School Swim Team 
Unity Christian is pleased to offer a swim team for boys in 6th - 8th grade.  This program will begin on January 
17 and will conclude on February 28.  Practices will be held at Hudsonville High School (old pool), and five to 
six meets are planned.  The cost to participate is $95, and the deadline to register is January 10.  Please go to 
Unity Christian High School (unitychristianathletics.org) under Camps and Clinics for more information and an 
on-line registration link.   

Middle School Wrestling Team 
Unity Christian is pleased to offer a Middle School Wrestling team for boys in grades 6 - 8.  This program will 
run from January 9 to February 9 and will consist of practices and six matches against other area middle 
schools.  The practices and home wrestling matches will be held at the Hudsonville Christian Elementary West 
Gym.  All experience levels are welcome, whether you have wrestled before or not!  The cost to participate is 
$75, and the deadline to register is December 21.  Please go to  Unity Christian High School 
(unitychristianathletics.org) under Camps and Clinics for more information/schedule and an on-line registration 
link.  
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November 23-25        Thanksgiving Break 
December 2        Love Bazaar 
December 6       6/7/8 Band, Orchestra & Choir Concert at Jenison Performing Arts Center 
December 12       Elementary Christmas Celebration at FairHaven 
December 12-16        Middle School Spiritual Emphasis Week 
December 19,20,21        HPS Limited Busing AM & PM / Unity Combined PM Routes 
Dec. 22-Jan. 3         Christmas Break 
January 4        School Resumes 
January 6        Middle School Ski Club 
January 11        Middle School Spelling Bee 
January 12        6th Grade Medieval Day and Feast 
January 13        Early Release  
January 16-30         Middle School Exploratory Week 
January 18-20         7th Grade Winter Camp 
January 19        Early Childhood Exploration Night 
January 20        Middle School Ski Club  
January 20       End of the 2nd 9 Weeks 
January 23 & 24        Preschool Parent/Teacher Conferences (no school for 3S/4S/NB4S) 
January 27        Report Cards Posted 

!  
  

● School Calendar – 2022-2023 
● HCS Parent Handbook  - 2022-2023 (Includes Middle School Handbook) 
● Middle School 2020-2021 Chromebook Use and Contract 
● Preschool (3 School, 4 School and NB 4 School) Handbook - 2022-2023 
● Kids' Corner Parent Handbook - 2022-2023 
● TRIP Order Form 
● TRIP On Demand Form 
● Jen-Hud Food Service Information 
● Middle School Ski Club information and forms 

https://www.unitychristianathletics.org/main/campsclinics/
https://www.unitychristianathletics.org/main/campsclinics/
https://www.unitychristianathletics.org/main/campsclinics/
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2022-2023-calendar-with-pg-2-2.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/HCS-Parent-Handbook-22.23.docx.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/22-23-Acceptable-Use-and-Chromebook-Expectation-Contract.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Preschool-Handbook-22-23.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Kids-Corner-Parent-handbook-2022-2023.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Scheduled220606.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/TOD220627.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15&catid=2&Itemid=101
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/BittersweetSkiClubInformation-2022-23.pdf

