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December 13, 2022 

Walking into the elementary building on the morning of December 1, I was greeted by a chorus of students 
telling me they had already found a wandering wise man!  They could hardly contain their excitement.  Every 
morning since then has been the same…”Miss Staal!  I found a wise man!”  Throughout the day, classes are 
taking wandering wise men walks, students are eagerly looking as they move around the building, and some 
teachers have even been using their own breaks to go in search of the wise men who are wandering our halls.   

The Wandering Wise Men is a set that includes a 37 day devotional, a picture book, and three plush wise men 
created by local authors Eric and Meredith Schrotenboer.  The goal of The Wandering Wise Men is to help kids, 
of all ages, dig into the historical, geographical, and cultural context of the Bible and the story of the wise men.  
After the Schrotenboer’s author visit on November 10, some of the teachers started talking about how we would 
love to incorporate The Wandering Wise Men into the elementary building in order to have some fun while also 
keeping the focus of Christmas on Christ.  So, several classrooms are using the devotional, most classes have 
or will read the picture book, and the 3 plush wise men are moving around the building for students to discover 
every day.  A special culminating event will happen right before Christmas break that I’m sure will create even 
more excitement and wonder…stay tuned!   

The Wandering Wise Men have created opportunities for some beautiful discussions with students.  The Young 
5 students were eager to tell me that the wise men are following a star to find Jesus.  Kindergartners proudly 
informed me that the wise men most likely came when Jesus was a little older.  The 5th graders are digging into 
the devotionals and asking questions like, “Why is Matthew the only gospel writer to include the wise men?” 

While the wandering wise men are so much fun to find, the beautiful conversations I have had and overheard 
make me truly thankful to work in a place where we can celebrate and help our students focus on the True 
Light, Jesus. 

!  
Mary Jo Staal 
Elementary Librarian 
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Upcoming Busing Information - Please read carefully 
Unity Christian Busing 

● December 19-21 Unity Christian School will run the morning bus routes as normal. The afternoon 
routes will run directly from HCES and HCMS and there will be no afternoon shuttle to Unity at 2:20.  

● January 4 Unity Christian will offer AM & PM busing for those on UCHS bus runs. No shuttle will be 
available.  

Please check your email from Doug VanderPloeg for more complete information. 

Hudsonville Public Busing 
● December 19-21 Hudsonville Public School will offer limited busing in the morning and afternoon. The 

following 3 buses will run their regular route: 4,  57  &  61. If your HPS bus number is not mentioned in 
this limited busing list, you may use the west run option below, or you must provide your own 
transportation to and from school on these days.   

● December 19-21 Hudsonville Public School will offer a “limited busing west run”.  Bus #36 will pick up 
students at Forest Grove Elementary at 7:00 am, Unity Christian High School at 7:15, & Bauer 
Elementary School at 7:25 before arriving at the elementary and middle school. In the afternoon the 
same bus will drop off students at those 3 locations. 

Christmas Break and Office Hours 
Christmas Break for students will run from Thursday, December 22, through Tuesday, January 3. School and 
Kids’ Corner resumes Wednesday, January 4. The administrative office will be closed on December 23 & 30.  



The middle school will not have set office hours so please call or email msoffice@4hcs.org before visiting the 
middle school.  

Moms in Prayer 
Moms in Prayer invites you to have a profound impact on your children and HCS by praying scripturally with 
other moms each Friday. This week we will be meeting at the Middle School 8:00-9:00 a.m. Check in at the 
main office and they will direct you where to go. We will be focused on praying for the office staff and custodians 
this week. See you there! 

Christmas Blessings - Share Yours! 
Some of our HCS families are experiencing struggles due to employment issues, health concerns, etc.  Please 
prayerfully consider how your family can bless another HCS family in need this Christmas season.  If you know 
of a family in need, please contact Devon Brinks, Tricia Kiepert or Chris Achterhof.  Gift card donations in any 
amount to Target, Walmart, JCPenney, Speedway, Family Fare, and Meijer can be dropped off in the school 
offices until December 16.  

School Board Meeting 
The next monthly School Board meeting is scheduled for December 19, 2021. Please use this as a reminder to 
pray for our school leadership and administrators. Thanks for your continued support! 
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Early Childhood Exploration Night is Coming! 
If you are interested in information about 3 School, 4 School, Nature-Based 4 School, Young 5s, or 
Kindergarten at HCS, mark your calendars for 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, January 19 to attend our Early Childhood 
Exploration Night at the elementary school.  At this parent meeting, you will learn more about our Early 
Childhood and Kids’ Corner programs and also get to meet the teachers in these areas.  Please mark this date 
on your calendar and tell your friends and neighbors so they can join us! 

!  

Chapel 
All elementary students will gather in the east gym for chapel on Friday from 10:00-10:25 AM. Parents are 
welcome to join us and may enter through the kitchen doors.  

Hot Lunch 
The menu as well as other information on the Elementary Hot Lunch Program provided by JenHud Food 
Service can be found on the JenHud Food Service website.  

5th Grade Concerts 
You are invited to attend the first concert for the 5th Grade Orchestra on Friday, December 16 at 2:00 p.m. and 
the Band on Wednesday, December 21 at 2:00 p.m. in the west gym.  

Christmas Collections 
Our elementary students will be taking collections this Christmas season for the following organizations: 

● 3 School — Closet of Hope 
● 4 School —Toys for Tots 
● Young 5s/Kindergarten — The Esther School in Zambia 
● First Grade/Second Grade — Hand2Hand Ministries 
● Third Grade — Gifts of Hope Liberia 
● Fourth Grade — Family Hope Ministry Center 
● Fifth Grade — The Belong Project 

Lost and Found  
Our elementary lost and found is bursting with discarded items. Please remind your child(ren) to check out 
these items in the hall by the lower elementary office to see if anything belongs to them. Parents - please check 
out the lost and found when you are at school. All unclaimed items will be donated to REVIVE over Christmas 
break.  

mailto:msoffice@4hcs.org
http://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/preschool/explorationnight/
http://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/preschool/explorationnight/
https://www.jenhudfood.org/
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Spiritual Emphasis Week 
It's not "My story," it's "God's story." This was the focus of the first day in a week-long series on "What's in it for 
me?" Every day this week, middle school students and teachers will be taking a look at this broken lens and 
digging into how it affects our relationships, ambitions, and self-worth. Using Scripture, we'll then put on the lens 
of truth in each of these areas and see that only by making it all about Him do we find life-giving relationships, 
our unique purpose in God’s story,  and ultimately our true worth. 

Hot Lunch  
Hot lunch this week Wednesday will be Chick Fil A Chicken Sandwiches $4.25, pop (limit 1) and assorted bag 
chips $.50 each. The hot lunch menu is available on our website.  

Hot Lunch Canceled Dates 
There will be NO Hot Lunch in the middle school on December 21 and on January 4, 2023.  This is the last 
day before Christmas break, and the first day back after break.  Please make a note of this change and plan 
accordingly. 

Donuts 
This week Friday morning, students will have the opportunity to purchase donuts for $1.25/each 

Middle School Christmas Giving Project 
This year the middle school will be collecting funds for Business Connect, which partners with Village Water 
Filters. This ministry helps provide clean water for people all around the world. Just $36 provides a family with a 
water filter kit and training so that they will have clean water for 10 years!  We are going to be helping families in 
Tanzania.  We have been blessed to be a blessing. Let’s work together to see how many water filters our school 
can provide before December 21!   

Middle School Spelling Bee 
The middle school Spelling Bee is scheduled for Wednesday, January 11, 2023.  Congratulations to the 
following student who have qualified and will compete in the middle school Spelling Bee: 

● Grade 6: Brayla Bordewyk, Raegan Carter, Graham De Jonge, Luke Mast, Wade Moelker, Meisha 
Obande, Dean Porter, Elena Schmuker, Brynn Van Timmeren 

● Grade 7: Sarina Beard, Carolyn Buller, Layla Fuller, Titus Gordon, Faith Hager, Jackson Hughes, 
Landon Oostveen, Lauren Prins, Alli VanderLoon, Olivia Vredevoogd, Caden Ypma 

● Grade 8: Jaxon Caryl, Aidan Dykstra, Aeris Ensing, Allory Netz, Kolson Rotman 
Parents of these students will receive a letter in the mail this week with further details.  If you do not receive a 
letter by the end of the week, please give the middle school office a call at (616) 379-0338 or contact Joy De 
Windt at mslibrary@4hcs.org.  Thank you for supporting your student with the preparation for this opportunity! 

Concert Photos Available for Download 
The Middle School bands, orchestras and choirs performed exceptionally on Tuesday. It was a beautiful 
evening, and God was glorified! We are glad to be able to share some professional photos that were taken 
throughout the night. You can view and download those here. If you share via social media, we'd love you to tag 
us! 

Middle School Sports Schedules 
You can access an overview of the sports programs offered here in the middle school as well as the current 
sports schedules for the middle school teams on our school website. 
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Unity Christian Sponsored Boys Middle School Swim Team  
Unity Christian is pleased to offer a swim team for boys in 6th - 8th grade.  This program will begin on January 
17 and will conclude on February 28.  Practices will be held at Hudsonville High School (old pool), and five to 
six meets are planned.  The cost to participate is $95, and the deadline to register is January 10.  Please go to 
Unity Christian High School (unitychristianathletics.org) under Camps and Clinics for more information and an 
on-line registration link.  

https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/MS-Hot-Lunch-Schedule-22.23.pdf
https://bit.ly/MS-Christmas-Concert-2022
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/middle/athletics/
https://www.unitychristianathletics.org/main/campsclinics/


Middle School Wrestling Team 
Unity Christian is pleased to offer a Middle School Wrestling team for boys in grades 6 - 8.  This program will 
run from January 9 to February 9 and will consist of practices and six matches against other area middle 
schools.  The practices and home wrestling matches will be held at the Hudsonville Christian Elementary West 
Gym.  All experience levels are welcome, whether you have wrestled before or not!  The cost to participate is 
$75, and the deadline to register is December 21.  Please go to  Unity Christian High School 
(unitychristianathletics.org) under Camps and Clinics for more information/schedule and an on-line registration 
link.  

Urgent Need 
Are you a caring person who would love a rewarding job that helps people with unique abilities?  Georgetown 
Harmony Homes is a Christian group home right here in Hudsonville that is home to adults with intellectual 
disabilities.  There is an urgent need for part time staff that would work with our residents in the evenings (3 - 
10pm) or weekends (Fri. 4:00pm  - Sun. 4:00pm).  It is an opportunity to show Christ’s love while working with 
some special people and a great organization!  Apply online at www.georgetownharmonyhomes.org or call 
Brandon at 616.226.3473.  You must be at least 18yrs old to apply. 

Volunteer at Revive  
Looking for a way to combine meaningful work and lots of fun?  That happens every day at Revive!  Revive is 
your very own local high quality resale store, supporting the area Christian schools with tuition reduction for 
every student.  We’re always welcoming new volunteers in any area of interest, but at this particular time, we 
could especially use help in the areas of furniture, hardware, clothing, scrap metal, restocking shelves, shoes, 
toys, floral arrangements, and linens.  Sound like something you could be interested in?  Or someone you 
know?  Stop by the store to see what we’re up to – or call with any questions!  We love to share what Revive is 
all about!  (3675 Baldwin St, Hudsonville, 616-662-3375, revive@unitychristian.org, www.reviveresale.org. Or 
find us on Facebook and Instagram!) 
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December 12-16        Middle School Spiritual Emphasis Week 
December 19        School Board Meeting 
December 19,20,21        HPS Limited Busing AM & PM / Unity Combined PM Routes 
December 21        5th Grade Band Concert  
Dec. 22-Jan. 3         Christmas Break 
January 4        School Resumes 
January 6        Middle School Ski Club 
January 11        Middle School Spelling Bee 
January 12        6th Grade Medieval Day and Feast 
January 13        Early Release  
January 18-20         7th Grade Winter Camp 
January 19        Early Childhood Exploration Night        
January 20       End of the 2nd 9 Weeks 
January 23 & 24        Preschool Parent/Teacher Conferences (no school for 3S/4S/NB4S) 
January 27        Report Cards Posted 

!  
  

● School Calendar – 2022-2023 
● HCS Parent Handbook  - 2022-2023 (Includes Middle School Handbook) 
● Middle School 2020-2021 Chromebook Use and Contract 
● Preschool (3 School, 4 School and NB 4 School) Handbook - 2022-2023 
● Kids' Corner Parent Handbook - 2022-2023 
● TRIP Order Form 
● TRIP On Demand Form 
● Jen-Hud Food Service Information 

https://www.unitychristianathletics.org/main/campsclinics/
https://www.unitychristianathletics.org/main/campsclinics/
http://www.georgetownharmonyhomes.org/
http://www.reviveresale.org/
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2022-2023-calendar-with-pg-2-2.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/HCS-Parent-Handbook-22.23.docx.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/22-23-Acceptable-Use-and-Chromebook-Expectation-Contract.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Preschool-Handbook-22-23.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Kids-Corner-Parent-handbook-2022-2023.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Scheduled220606.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/TOD220627.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15&catid=2&Itemid=101

